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PM orders countrywide
crackdown to stop
smuggling

ISLAMABAD:
Mimister Imran  Khan
directed authorilies contemied
ta launch a cou ide crack-
down against the smuggling of
goods, which he said is
responsible for price hike and
causing biions of rupees L]
ta the naticnal axchi

B decision was lnken

Prime

durlng a h';gm vl huddle
chairad by the premer and
attended by Maflonal Food
Security  Minister  Khusro
Bakhtiar, Planning Minister
Asad Limar, erce and
Indusiries  Adviser  Abdul
Razak Dawood among other
officials in Islamabad  on
Tuesday.

PM Imrm =aid t,urbzng the

He directed the Federal

has Beard of Reverues (FBR), inte-

rior ministry, federal  and
provincial law enforcing insti-
tutions, and provincial povem-
ments b immediately launch a
joint anti-smuggling operation:

He has also summoned the
repart from the inferior ministry
within 46 hours on the

Drogress of the crackdown

g m a comprenansive
siratey

'Ihe prime minister direched
ta teke shorl-term, medium-
berm and kong-term measures
while keaping in view tha rec-
ommendations of the task
ferce constiluted fo check
smuggling Irnellngeme Bureau

-1 ar-Servi
(|sn ‘o Fadara

g ia B matter
of “niional inlerest” as ‘il &
causing bilions of rupaes loss
to the national kitty, besides
inflaling e prices of com-
modities and making the fves
of masses difficult’”

No negligence would be
tolersted in this regard, he

wamed,
PTI gowt crafts stralegy to
stop amuggling

Irrvesti 1|w: %eﬂcy (Fia)
were al directed 1o present
maondoeng reports of the effec-
tiva anti-smuggling operations

to Pramier Imren on & regular

biasis,

He aiso asked the officials
to step up the development of
bordir markels in Balochistan
a8 wel as g the westarn
frontlers,

Kartarpur Corridor practical example of
Pakistan’s desire for peace: UN chief

|slamabad: The UN Secretary
General Antonio Guieres on
Tuesday wsited Gurdwara
Darabar Sshib in Punjab’s
Narowal distict and haded
the opening of Kartarpur
Carridor for Skh community
saying “it is a practical exam-
ple of Pakistan's desire for
peace and inber-faith harmo-
ny". The UN Secretary
General Antonio Guleres an
Tuesday visited Gurdwara
Darabar Sahib In Punjab's
Narowal district and haded
the opening of Kartarpur
Corridor for Skh community
saying “it is a prectical exam-
ple of Pakisten's desire for
peaca and mter-faith hamo-
my". Yeuth mist play a key
role m shaping the workd:
Antonio Gulerass

Eaglier in the day, he spoke al
a dalogue in Lahore
University of Management
Sciences (LUMS). Guterres
sald the youlh must play a
kay role in shaping the world
and regulating mechanisms
sa it doesn't bacorme a prab-
lem For the socioty. He added
thal be bebeves in a world
whefie men and women ane
petecly equal

"W still live in a male-dami-
nated warkt with male-dami-
nated culturs and we still
have enarmous difficulbies

with wamen o be able to play
the rode that thay maust play
for owr world fo be fairer and
maore  compassionate  end
mare sble to avoid perme-
nent cycles of conflict we
live,” UNEG said

He underscored that conflict
arises mostly bocause of the
aggressiveness of the male-
domnaled sotieties bul we
must strive for the world
where these & gender parity,
The UNSG further sad that
we have 1 make sure that we
have the full us2 of the enor-
mous potential that varicus
technologies heve to offer.
UM chief urges warld to ‘show
=imilar  leadership  as
Pakistan has shown’

“Digital sconamy, dygital soc-
aty, arificial inteligenca (Al ),
genalic angnesnng all have
erarmous polential ® he said
also waming thal if nol used
wisely lechnologies  can
become a nightmare.,
Gutemres stressed that fech-
nolagy will be a massive cre-
ator for jobs and will simulz-
nepusly be ihe reason for
unermploymient

“Hewever, il will not be 1he
same as lhey [companies]
waukl need different capacily
and different skils. For whech
education must be an
absalute priority.” he said

atressing wpon the need far
education. The UN chief said
we will alsa have io take daci-
sion in the consext of cimate
changes as the increasing

pallution is the bagges! lssue
He also emphasired on dia-
logue betwean instifutions.
Later, he also wrote his com-
mints in the guest boak
Easfier in the day, United
Nations  (UN)  Secretary-
General Anlonio  Gulerres
had sad despite inner prob-
lems Paiistan extenced its
support 1o Afghan refugees,
‘Afghan refugees are being

hosted by Pekistan from pest
four decades with open
heaf Anlonio Guterres: had
sBid whils expressing his
views in the Internaticnal

Conference  an Afghan
rafugaes in Islamabad.

Starting his sddrass  with
“Aslam Alskum’ the UN chief
had said Pakistan kept its
doars opened for Afghan
refugess  despite  difficult
times and added  thal
Pakistan is word's second
Eiggest Afghan refugees host
counry, He said while
‘addressing & joint press con-

ference glong with Forsign
Minister Shah  Mehmood
Qureshi following his vis# 1o
the Foreign Office  in
Islamabad on Sunday.

Responding o questions,
Guteres said that the UM has
taken savaral sleps for the
de-escalaton of the tension
between the bwo nuchear-
armed states in the wake of
MNew Dehi's unilaberal move
o revoke the specil status of
indian Cozupled Jammu and
Kashmir in August kst year,

e have offered cur good
offices to Paksten and Indla

for negotiations but that is
only possible when the bath
sides egres” he sed whik
urging that the pesce can
onfy be that the peaca can

only beachieved “through
diplomacy and dizlogue’.

UN chief urgas warld to ‘shaw
similar  leadership  as
Pakistan has shown' The vis-
iting  secratary general
emphasised he need lo
respact human rghts in the
disputed territory. which has
been under complete mitary
|ockdown for aver 180 deys,
and implemeniatian

Samjhuata Express victims still await

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on

Tuesday reiterated its demand
that India should take “serisus
ana credible”

justice: FO

“On  thie day, whike
expressing soldarty with the
families of the ichims,
Pakistan reminds the Indian

ol e
Salruhuala Exprass bombings
o justice at the earkest and

withaut further delay,

“The victims of the
Samjhaula Express lerons!
continue to awai jus-
tice," read & statement issued
g‘lhe Foreign Office on the
13th anniversary of the biast n
which 68 passengers on the
Dalhi-Lahore train, incuding
aver 40 Pakistans, had lost
Their lives.

“The inordinate delay n
jushoe for the wictims of this
fragedy, despie the availability
of evidence. illusirates tha
unwillingness of the Ingian
government 1o hoid fhe
frators to account far their bar-
baric SCIIOH

Office added

the Foreign

i further sald last r's
acruital of the setf-con!
mastermind of the atfack,
Swami Aseemanand, end
serma athers, only recanfirmed
the cufture of impunity thet the
perpelralons of kefrorst attacks

under the RSSBJP-led,
Hindutva-driven, poitical dis-
pensation m Inda,

i its
1y o teke saricus and credible
steps to bring the perpetratos

of the Samjhaula Express

blasts to justice at the eariest |

and without further defay,” the
statement read.

Pakistan rejacts request fo
resume  Samjhaula,  Thar

rems

The indian media reparted
extensively about the connec-
tion between the Sampauts
terroris? altack and  Hinde
axtramists, including
Lisytenant Colonel Purchit
and Sadhvi Pragya Singh
Thakur wiho ware subsequeni-
ly armested in Octaber 2008 for
providing explosives to the
attackers.

On 18 December 2010,
Swami Assemanand, the mas-
temmind of the attack, pubicly
confessed before the New
Dethi court that Hindu temorist
oulfits were behind the biasts

Despite repeated reguests
by Pakistan for & fair trizl and
expedilipusly bringing the per
petratars to justics, the Indian
cours  exonerated  the
accused over a decade later.

‘The Indian decision o
gradually exonerate and finally
acquit the perpatrators despits
the presence of clear evidencs
against them is a refiection of

Korean Ambassador calls
upon Foreign Secretary
Sohail Mahmood at FO

Islamabad: Repub&: ci
Korsa

India's
the plight of the 44 familes of
the decaased Pakistanis, who
have peen wating for more
than a decade to see these
terrorists brought fo justice”
said an alfcial. "It also demon-
strates how India protects ter-
rodists who publicly confessed
their odiows crimes.”

According 1o India's
Metional Investigation Agency,
which probed the case, Ihe
attack was caried out by a
Hiredu far-right group.

Swami Assemanand, akas
Naba Kumar Das, was formes
memiber of the Hndu natianal

it %'uu%‘

e NIA In iis charge sheel
had sad the accused had mat
at dfferent locations across
India o plot bombings
ing Musrns.ln April 201?82
court had acquitted all 11 men
charged MIA in for the
Mecca Masjid blast where six
FBDm!a were killed in the
ndian city of Hyderahad.

ISLAMABALL Pakistan on
Tuesday reiterated its demand
thal Indsa should take “sericus
and craditée® steps to Bring
the pempetrators of  the
Sarmjhuata Express bambings
to justice &t the sarbest and
without further delay

“The wictims of the
Sarghauta Express terrorist
attack confinug o awai jus-
tice,” reed a statement issued
D%mm Foregn Office on the

anniversary of the biast in
which B8 passengers on the
Dalhi-Labora tram, ncuding
over 40 Pakistanis, had lost
thei lives.

China to help Pakistan in
combating locust:Yao Jing

ISLAMABAD:  Chinese

ambassador assured to con-

locust. According fo @ state-

Amibassador fo Pakistan Yao sider supply of pesticides and  ment issued by the ministry,

Jing on Tuesday assured that

spraying  egquipment  lo

L RN
} »

his  govermment - will
Palisian in combating Locust

ARY News r 5

Talking to Federal Ministar
far Matioral Food becam aﬂu
Research Makhdoom
Bakhtiar in I!Iamahaﬂ vhe

help

Pakistan as an emel

project, He said that me
Chinese government wil send
a delegation of technical
expens during next week o
Pakistan to fusther defberats
on eeriel management of

the delegation wil alsa wisit
the locust affected areas. Yao
Jing mantained Mat China is
also interesied to incresse
mpart of agricuttural products
from Paiistan including onion,
potato and meat. On e ocea-
sion, Bakhbiar acknowla

1he proactiveness of China o
support Pakistan for locust
msie and said il shows the
slrength of Pak - Ching refa-
tionship. Resd More: Locust
swarms may {hreal food safe-
1y if not curbed within weeks:
NOMA Earfier in the day,
Natianal Disaster
Management, Autharity
{NOMA] Chairman Lieutenant
General Mutiammad Afzal had
chaired & meeting

Young Chae called upan U!s
Foreign  Sacretary  Sohail

Mahmood in Islarnabad on
Tuesday &t the foregn office,
ARY Naws reported

Minigtry of Foreign Affairs
tweeting the development an
its official kandle on the micno-
blogging website termed it &
positve engagement facusing
on bilateral matbers and
regional materns.

Foreign Secretary real-
firmed Pakistan's commitment
b sugporlng the Afghan
pesce &  reconciliation
process.

Mahmood also expressad
the deaira to deepen Pakisten-
Republic Of Kerea coopera-
Gon in frade, invesiment &

peapla-io-peaple sochanges.

Eemer In  the day,
Exprassing sobdarity wilh the
familizs of the wiclims,
Palistan reminded the Indian
govermmant of its responsibii-
by to take serious and credible

#o bring the perpetratars
of the Samjhsuta Express
blasts fo justice at the eadiest
and withaut further delay.

In a statement, Foreign
Office spokesparson Aisha
Fargogul said that the victims
of Samj Exgrisss barmarst

Stable Afghanistan essential for region’s
economic progress: FM Qureshi

ISLAMABAD:  Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmaood
‘Qureshi on Twesday said that
a stable and prosperous
Afghanstan is wital for eco-
namic progress of the antire
ragicn, ARY Mews raported.

Talking to the Unied
Nations - Secretary-Genaral's
Special Representative for
Adghantstan, Tadamichi
Yamamota. who called on
him in islamabad, FM
Qureshi said that peace in the
wardem country imperative
for regional connectivity,

He maintaned  that
Pakistan opened Torkham
corridor 1o boos? bilsteral
trede between the twe coun-
tries and addad that the comi-
dor will remain open for 24-
haours a day.

Both the leadars also dis-
cussed UM Secratary
General Antonic Guterress
racant visit by Pakistan.

Read More: Pakistan sup-
ports democratic process in

i FC

attack continue to swait jus-
toe, Thineen years ago, on 18
Fabruary, the Debi-Lahore
Samjhauts Express  train
blasts resulied in the death of

68 passengers, including
e than 40 Pakistani nation-
als, she added

Khursheed Shah produced
in assets case hearing in
Sukkur

SUKKUR: Fomner leader
of oppesition Syed
Khursheed Shah was pro-
duced before Accountabiity
Court  Sukkur in  asaets
beyond means case hearing,
ARY MNews reparted on
Tuesday.

Provincial minster Awais
Qadir Shah and Farmukh
Shah MPA have been among
18 accused  including
Khursheed Shah, facing graft
charges in a refevance fad
by the Mational Accountatsity
Bureau (NAB).

Khursheed Shah wha has
been ailing and admitied a1
National Institute of
Cardiovascular  Diseases
(NICVD) Sukkur was brought
ta the court far hearing in an
ambulance under stringent
saCurity measures.

Sevenlien accused
including Awais Qadir Shah
and Famukh Shah were pres-
and during the court hearing

Accountabity Court
Judge Ameer All Mahesar
|ater adoumad tha hearng
urill March 08.The National
Accountshility Bureau [NAB)
has also nominated two
wivas. two sons and son-n-
lerw af Khursheed Shah in the
reference, The accountabiity
court had granted bail 1o
Shah in December after the
accauniability buresu's dalay
in filing reference against
him. However, the Sindh High
Caurt {SHC) Circist Banch
Sukkur later suspended the
accouniability court’s.

“Last yeér on Decembear
23 Pakistan had welcomes

process and acknowledged
thal completion of Afghan
presidantial elections was a
crucial step for political stabil.
ity of Adghanistan and Soulh
Asian region

She had maintsined, “We
note that the final results
would be aanounced after

completion of edjudication
process within the stipulated
fime as per Afghan electoral
laws "Earber on December 6,

Foresgn  Minister — Shah
Mehmoad Qureshi had reiter-
ated assurance that Pakistan
will continue playing ft8 rec-
ancilistory roke for pesce in

af prafimi-
nary results of Afghan presi-
dantial elections held on 26t

In a stalement. Foreign
Office Spokesperson Alsha

Faroogqui  had said that
Pakistan supperied
Alghanistan's  democrabe

Riead More: Kashmiris
protest outside Indian High
Commission m London amid
severe cold SAPM Awan k-
ing to the micro-blogging
website: Twitler sand that the
statement of the Indan pre-
mier wes & testament to how

India was agamst thosa that
speak for truth and justics.
She added that the Indian
bes are being ureeled for the
wodd |0 see whie Pakistan's
rgfe for maintaining and
eafablishing pesce in the
ragion is being hailed and
raspected across the glabe.

Fiaad Mora: UM chief reit-
ergles call for dialogus on
Kashmir issue SAPM to the
prime minister also said that
Pakistan was ready 1o adhire
lo and stand by e Unded
Mations &nd its charters and
goels for the fulere of the
region &nd the world to
enswre lang-lasting peace.
Awan also lzuded Pakisian's
male n the baltle against oi-
mate  change. Special
Assiglanl o the  Prime
Minister on Media and
Broadcasting, Firdous Ashig
Favan on Maonday ssid that
Modi's recent sigiemant ,

Military’s chemical, nuclear specialists called
in as Karachi toxic gas

KARACHI: Chemical and
nuclear spacisfists from the
amed forces amived at the
Keaman |ocality of the pont
city an Tuesday &3 the death
toil fram the &5 yei unidenti-
fied pas leak climbed fo 14

The specialists will investi-
gate the reported gas leak
and delermine the source of
the deadly agent which has
lakeen @ ol on area residents
awver the last three days,

District Heaith Officer Dr
Zafar Mehd| confimned the
Istest death toll. A spokesper-
aon from the provinziat health

L edded that over
150 pecple have been affect-
ed during the past three days.

Tha mast affected neigh-
bauhoods in the localty are
Bhutta  village, Jackson
Market, Tara Chand road and
GR Raitway Colarry.

The area residents
pratesting adminsirative neg-
ligence, Blso plocked the road
near gate § of KFT. The pro-
testors are demanding the

rasignation of the mariima
affairs minister and chaimman
f Karachi Port Trust (KPT)
They are also asking for
R=10 mifion in compensation
for each death and & job for

the afizcted area have evacu-
ated on ealff-help basie and
moved o residences of ther
relatives. Schools in the area
have alsa been closed until
furthar natica.

nixt of kin

Due 1o the pratest, e
raute heading towards KPT i
fecing severs traffic conges-
tion and swmounding roads
are also affscied.

The provincial govam-
mant has yat to establish any
mfarmation or medical camps
in the locality

A number of households in

Haosgitals within Karachi's
district Seuth have been pul
on alert by the provinclal gov-
emment b deal with an nfiux
of casualties if need be.

'Residents need to be
evacuated from Keamari'

Sindh  Chaaf  Minzstar
Murad Ali Shah has also
ordered an evacuation of the
lacality,
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Support Pak to
fight climate
change

Pakistan confributes less than one per cent of the worlds
greenhouse gases blamed for causing global warming,
yelits 200 million people are among the workd's most vul-
narable victime of the growing consaquences of climate
change

The same point was raised very rightly by UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres whilst addressing a session of
suslainable development and climate change in the fed-
eral capital on Sunday. Since developed and industrial-
ized nations are mainly responsible for global warming
and climate change, greater responsibility also rests with
them o comea forward in & big manner and help the devel-
oping countries such as Pakistan to betier cope with their
ardverse impact as fallering amounts 1o nisking e of mil-
lions of peoples. These countries should help the devel-
oped ones in budding adaptability and climate resilient
infrastruciure. In Pakistan, the changing weather patlems
have already taken a heavy toll both in terms of human
and economic losses over the fast few years. The nation
is facing evar-rising temperature, drosght and flooding
that threaten health, agriculture and water supplies.
These calamities pose & serious nsk to the economic
development and food security of Pakistan. Since the
country |s now co-chairing Green Climate Fund, our
authorittes should put in all-out efforts to secure maxi-
mum funds out of it to steer the country aut of high wul-
nerahility iowards a climate resilient swehr F'wsenl gw
emment is really being hailed

Malik Ashraf

THE FATF plenary session
being held in Paris from 16-
21 February will decide
whethar Pakistan remains
on extended ?w‘z list ar
comes out of it. In the un up
to this meeting there have
heen SOME Very encourag-

Getting out of grey list

expressed satisfaction over
the compliance report sub-

mitted by Pakistan In spite US
of best efforts to its allies and other countries.

st @ by India 1
ensure penalties on her. No
member of the FATF includ-
Ing US and EU supported
the Indian view The out-
came of Beijing moot repre-
sented a major blow to the
Indian diplomatic efforts to

enalize Pakistan, Turkish
resident Tayyab Erdogan
1

ol that sug-
E,:‘ 2 positive outcome at
moot. Alice Wells, Acting
US Assistant Secrmary
State for South and Central
Asian affairs has staled that
conviction of Hafiz Sased by
a Pakistani court was an
important step forward in
qlgrda o "hath haolding the
LeT accountable for s
crimes and for meeting
commitments of the Khan

he joint session
«of Pakistani Fariament also
reiterated its support to
Pakistan on the iszue. In
fact 4 was due to the sup-
E_orl extended by China,
urkey and Malaysia thal
Pakistan could not be
ushed o the Elack—ts’} and
s stayed in the grey list

Pakistan requnes?ﬁusanng
up diplomatic support for its
R‘urr o come out from

on the grey list by FATF in
June 20913 asa r‘:“wn of the

in the war on terror and has
not only dismantled the

Piacing Pakistan an the grey
list u\r&s surely a political
move by with a wew 1o
keeping Pakistan under
pressure. It was very much
expected in the backdrop of
the nosedive in relations
between Pakistan and USA
since the announcement of

mp
and its outright rejection by
Fakistan. It ‘was the maost

Pakistan which had been
the US ally since early fifties
and had suffered the most in
the war agains! terrorism
remained @ suspect In the
eyes of the |atter in regards

of ail the ter-
rorist outfits based on ifs fer-
ritory including  North

Waziristan but atso Is faith-
fully engaged in_elminating
the remnants of their sup-
ﬁoﬂe«s within the country. It
as also taken all possible
administrative  and  legal
measures fo check and
block the sources of funding
to the ferrorst organiza-
nona Paﬁlstan had already
ated a- Presidential
Otdmsnce to amend
anti-terrar  legistation in
order fo include all UN-iisted
indrviduals and groups in the
national listings of pro-
scribed outfits and persons
Securities and Exchal
Commission  of Paluslan
(SECP) aiso took measures
in keeping with the FATF

The govemnment had also
chalked out a compreban-
sive plan to eradicate leror-
ist financing which was
shared with the international
watch-tog. The FATF deci-
sion was reflective of the US
rh ‘do more’, It was
also indicative of how much
influence US could exercise
on world bodies like FATF.

It is pertinent o point out
that a Spokesman of the
Chinese Foreign Minksiry
refeming to FATF decision
had said, “In recent years,
Pakistan hae actively taken
measures 1o sirengthen
financial supervision and
crack down on terroris
financing and made impor-
tant progress. \We have
always believed that the
greal efforts and sacrifices
made by the Pakistan gov-
emmenl and people for the

19, 2020
these efforts and freat those
efforts  objectively  and

Impartiafly instead of relying
on criticism and pressure’
The statement adequatel
unravelied how the decl-
sions were taken under
ressure  al the global
rums. Before the Beijing
meeting, Pakistan had done
its homework well, Besides
wking administrative and
legal measures ta comply
h the FATF requirements
|t also underiook intensive
obbying and diplomatic
arfons 10 muster & for
her cause, Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood CQureshi

1 met US Secrefary of State

Mike Pompeo and dis-
wsrd the :ssuehwm him
seeking support for getting
out of the grey list, Prime
Minister in his meeting with
President Trump on the

government in Dnmbahng fist and land into the to its indiscri ry action regulations and issusd Anti- against terrorism are glines of Daves Forum
terrorist finan, Eartier wh as it will need 12 voles  against the terrorist cutfits.  Money Launderng  and o mterna- among other things also
the FATF meeting in Beijing out of total 39 in the plenary The reality is that Pakistan Counlering Financing of tional communhy must give deliberated on the Tssue of
In December had also meeting. Pakistan was put has been a sincere partner Terrorism Regulations 2018, full recognition and tnist to FATF. Courtesy-PO
Research’s 'mportance
Ing cures 1o linesses, that Musa AlKhwarizmi, Ibn it was their thirst for knowl- magnitude of research services industry were revo-
discover ways 1o enhance |shaq Al-Kindi, b Khaldun, edge and the quest for solu- these scientists conducted, |utionized because  of
M Ormar [ftikhar agriculture and that create Abu Masr Al-Farabi, |bn tions that made them avid One wonders the painstak- research.

avenues  for industrial Sina and others contemplat- learners, readers, ing methods they would Professionals foday enter
THE basis of development growih. Research students, ed over questions and defib- researchers and scholars, have had to follow lo gather into the Ph.D. ftrack to
and growih is research. A therefore, provide society erated wpon the “whats®, Had there been no passion data, find facts and fo use acguire higher learning.

society’s rafional, emetional

and social foundation is ele- al

vated because of the
research conducled at its
educational and research
institutes. Educational insii-
tutes — schoals, coleges
and universibes — indea
pravide studenis with the
necessary acumen o
enhance their mental hori-
zon and fine-tune their cog-
nitive skills. Research, on
the cther hand, adds value
to the information one
acquires through education.

upon a massive forestation campaign. Apaﬂ from accel-

erating work on this mega project, it is important that we
also invest in important projects with the support of inter-
national community that help us deal with 1he Issues such

as flooding and famine

is of
mgntﬁcance fior higher leam-

ing,
It provides studenis with
answers o guestions that
are no less than daunting.
Questions that relate to find-

d ble,

with the it of knowisage
awareness. Such stu-
dents unlearn and leam -
key steps to acquire leam-
ing, While education until
the graduste and post-grad-
uate level are Indispensa-
research  conducted
during MPhil and FhD level
becomes closer to reality,

Research has been part of
man's inquisitivenass. it has
helped humans to under-

stand the com) of life
and provide solutions to
life's many problems.

Muslim scientists, in paricu-
lar, have played & pivotal
role by researchlng in their
respective fields. Scientists
and men of leamning includ-
Ing Jabir Ibn Hasyan, Omar
Khayyam, Muhammad ibn

“ifs” and “hows® of a prob-
lem. Their triats, emors and
experimentation 1o find solu-
tions to problems and dis-
‘cover new ways io complete
tasks in the fields of chem-
istry, music. astronomy,
geograghy, nature, algebra,
medicine and others have
led them to achieve an
exempiary status in history.

They warked upon their
hypothesis at a time when
manual lzbor was tedious
and research meant to frav-
ol across cities and coun-
tries. Such scholars indeed
have paved the way for their

future generations to carry presented

out their  research.
Furthermore, such scientists
from yesteryear had the
passion to follow their ideas,

for finding solutions, Al-
Binuni have never dis-
covered the radius and cir-
cumference of the Earth,
Similarly, Ibn al-Nafis pre-
sented how biood circulates

. In the human body while

Jabir ibn Hayyan ponderad
upan the distillation process.
Without the enthusiasm for
finding answers Al Zahrawi,
also known as the father of
Surgery, could have never
invented surgical instru-
ments While fbn Sina dis-
coverad medicine, Al
Battani calculated the length
of a solar year and fon Sahl
to the world a
variety of lenses. Such feats
of medical and engineering
wonders were made possi
ble only because of the

thEK experience and knowl-
edge to present solutions
when there was no mechan-
lcal and aid

Pakistan has universities
providing degrees in various
duscuplms and oﬁgnng stu-

avaidable.
The efforts of the Muslims
scientists, therefore, led the
foundation  of  modern
physics, chemistry, astrono-
and among other disci-
g.;‘rnes The findings of
Muslim  scienfists  wers
used, followed, adapled and
considered as & ence
by  Johannes  Kepler,
Nicolaus Copernicus, Rene
Descaries, Robert Boyle,
Isaac Mewion, Henry Biggs,
Albert Einstein and others.
The culmination of this
research led o the industrial

|- revolution. The sectors of

education, health, and the

dents the 1o pur-
sue their Ph.D.in a subject
of their choosing. The con-
cemned authorilies, there-
fore, must create a worth-
while system where the
research studies. papers,
and findings are iransferred
to the cammon man. Cartain
provisions must be instigat-
ed to make research papers
part of the syllabus for MBA
programs in business man-
agemant institutes, This will
provide students while pur-
suing thelr studies with a
deeper understandng and
insights while assisting
those who envision pursuing
their PhD. Courtesy-PO

23 Indian shermen held for tres-
passing Pakistani waters

Karachl: Al a mesting
omanised by the Human
Rights ~ Commission  of
Pakistan (HRCP), & wide
cross-section of aclivists and

rofessionals  from  across

mparkar identified saveral
key human rights ssues in the
area, Inclsding the lack of
polenle water the nesd for
rmare jobg, malnuinbon amo
molhers and children, and
forcad conversions.

HRCP mesmbes and leading
human rights aclivist Krshan

been pad in six months
Moraower, they racsived less
han the mairmum wage.
Many participants felt thal
remote local  communities
could not access health serv-
ices because they were foo
scattered, with farmdies urable
t reach the nearest hosgital in
time in  emergencies.
Malnutrition was also linked lo
cullural bamiers, such as early
marriage, poor bifh spacing
and undemulrition among
women, The rate of suicide,

ing. Honarary Spekesperson |
A Rehman, Council member
Hina Jiani, Co-Chair Uzma
Noorani  and  Secretary-
Generel Harris Khalque reas-
sured partoipants that HRCP
wouki confineg to voie and
canvay their concerns to deci-
sion makess at the federal and
provincial levels. HRCP will
alsa continue o conduct fact-
finding missions on  local
issuss identified by the com-
munities

The lack of access o clean
waler was an overriding con-
cermn. One participant aleged
that, although the \Water and
Power Devalopment Authority
(WAPDA} had approved a
plan lo source clean waler
various siles, Ihis had not
been mplemented by the gov-
emment. Participants falt that
the Thar Goal and other devel-
oprment projects should pro-
vide mans jobs to cal resi-
dents, although this shouid be
doﬂe whilz mlhgahng the !ong

Sharma modarated the meel-
ing. Honorary Spokesperson |
A Rehman, Councl member
Hina Jiani, Co-Chair Uzma

MNoorani  and  Secretary
‘Genaral Harris Khaligue reas-
sured participants that HRCP
would continue to voice and
convey therr concems to dec-
gion makars at the federal and
provincial levels, HRCP will
also continue to conduct fact-
firding missions on local
Issues ientified by the com-
munitas. The lack of acoass to
Chman water was an overriding

concem. participant
alieged that, although the
Water and Power
Devalopment Authonty

(WAPDA) had approved a
plan % source clean waler al
wvarious sites, this had not
besen i by the gov-

espaially among women, was
linked 10 the absence af men-
tal health services in the area

Representatives  of  the

- Bheel and Kobli communiies

expreseed thair concem at
what they see as inadequate
political rewesenlalmn by
upper-caste paliticel leaders.

Women al the meeling also
said that there should be a
mechanism that allows mined-
ty women who ane divorced
after convering to islam and
marrying Muslim maen
recaive  livalihood  support,
given that they are often
shunnad by their own cammu-
nities.Karachi: Al a meeting
organisad by the Human
Rights  Commission  of
Pakistan [HRCP), a wide
cross-sechion of acfivists and
from  across

Iy ihe g
ermment. Paricpanis felt that
the Thar Coal and cther daved-
opmant projects should pro-
wide more jobs o local ress
dents, although this should be
done while mitigating the long-

term envirenmental impact of

ueing coal. One parbicipant
alleged Ihal water supply

operatons al RO plants had not  Sha

Tharparkar identified several
key human rights issues in tha
area, including the lack of
potable water, the need for
more jobs. mainutriton amang
mathers and childran, and
COnversions.
HRCP member and leading
hunan ngnee sdh'sl Krighan

1 bme

umg
na paml:pantallaged that
water supply oparators at RO
plands had riot been paid in six
months.  Marecver,  they
received less than the mini-

mum wage.
Mary participants feit that
remole  local  communities
could not access health serv.
ices because thay were too
scattered, with families unable
lo reach Be nearest hospital in
In  emergancies
Malnufrition wes ko inked (o
cultural barriars, such as eary
marriage. poor birth spacing
and  undemutrition  amang
women, The rale of suicide,
espacially amang woman, was
linked to the absence of man-
tal health services in the area.
Representatives  of the
Bhiesl and Kohli communities
expressed their concerm at
what they see as inadaquale
political  representation by
upper-caste politcal lesders.
Women at the meeting also
said that there should be a
mechanism that allows manori-
ly wumen who are divorcad
ing to kslam and

1,500 acres more
approved for Dhabeji
SEZ

KARACHI  Sindh  Chiel

Mnister Syed Murad All Shah 3000

has directed Board of
Revenue (BoR) 1o give %500
mote acras of land to the
Dhateji Special  Economic
Zone (SEZ), s CPEC priority
projact,  which  prasantly
strelches over 1,530 acres, He
also ordened transfer the e
of the land o the SEZ so that
davelopment of its mfrasirec-
ture could be started.

Ha said that Chabeji SEZ

established over an area of
acres

The meefing was toid that
intemational tendars for devel
opmant of Dhabeji SEZ has
have already besn invited Bnd
would be opened on April 20,
2020,

Direct connectivity aof this
zone with Port Casim s
required, which is available
from Dhabeji Creek side,
However, d would need a road
about & to 10 kilometars lang.

would cpen new vistas of
davelopment and prosparity in
the pravince of Sindh and cre-
ale a kot of emplayment apgar-
tunities, he said while presid-
Ing over a meeting on Dhabeji
Special Economic Zone mat-
ters here on Tuesday at CM
House

The mesfng was iokd that
critical issues ware land trans-
fer, construction of cannecting
roads, provision of electricity,
provision of water and gas,
and ion ol mining

The chief minister approved
the propossl and directed for
praparafion of PC-1.

The meeting was loid that
Dhebefl SEZ needed 10 MGD
water, The chief minister
diracted MD KWSB (o prepare
a scheme for estabishing 2
pumping station and provide
water at the mouth of the SEZ

The mesting was toid that
Right of Way (ROW) may be
given ta the works & services
departmant for canstructon of
roads to lhe SEZ

leases issued there

As many as 1530 acres of
land has aleady been
reserved for the economic
zone. However, the CM diract-
ed to provide another 1500
acres along e resened land
so thai Dnabejl Special

T the megt-

an'ylng Muslm men

Zone could be

Once the connecling roads are
developed other works of slec-
tricity and laying waters nes
woid be made possible.

The chisf minister diracted
BoR to hand aver ROW to the
works & senvices depariment
50 tat it coutd start construc-
tion of appreaching reads.

T
Parents protest as students stuck in
China under coronavirus lockdown

Karachi: AmunriIh: hundred
people called on CaT-
ment o ‘bring back o?lr chi-
dren” from the locked down
Chinese province of Hubet ina
demanstiabon on Sunday n
Karachi

The governmant has sa far
ruled cut evacuating the more
than 1,000 Pakistani students
in the province, hame to the
city of Wahan, at the centre of
the coronavinss outbreak

Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister {SAPM} on
MNational Heakih Senvices Zafer
Mirza said on Twitter on Friday
that he and other minsters
wauld hold a meeting lor par
ents in  Isla
‘Wednesday and that the guv—
amment was working  with
Chinese authorities 1o ensure
students were taken care of.

Bui many stugents and
their familes have expressed
gruwmhfrusnalron a5 the
death in China mounts,
painting te other couniries,
including neighbowing India

ard Bangladesh, evacuating
thair cilizens.

‘For God's seke, we
requeet from the government
representalives please bring

held a similar protest outside
the Chinese consulate

A spokesman for Mize did
not immediately respond to a
Reulers request for furher

back our chidren, please lis-
tan fo a mother's grievance,”
one protester, wha saclined b

jive her name, told madia
while bursting Into lears.

The prolesters chanted
“bring back our chidman” and
Pk up Banners with the same
message Earlier in the week
dozens of families in Lahore

mn\men:

Ha on Teifter six
PakIBIEnI students in China
confirmed to have hed the
virus had fully recovered and
one was stil receiving treat-
ment Nonetheless, sfudents in
touch with Reulers from China
over fhe past days sad they
wanted to leava

Suspect in Mureed Abbas mur-
der case seeks bail

KARACHI: The brother
of the prime suspect AL
Zaman in anchorperson
Mureed Abbas murder
case on Monda
approached the Slndﬁ
High Court (SHC) seeking

|n responge (o the pet.
ton filed by Adil Zaman,
the SHC served nolices to
the respondents including
the Sindh prosecutor gen-
eral to submit a reply till
Feb 13.

Earlier; a trial court had
rejected  Zaman's  bail

plea.
On July B Iss! vear
anchorpersan ead
Abbas, 34, was unnud
down in Karachi sg fence
Housing Authority (DHA)
over a monetary dispute.

Later on Sept 30, an
anti-terrorism court
dropped terrorism charges

in the case and had sent
the case back lo a ses-
sions courl to conduct &
trial of accused Alf
Zaman on charges of

willing Abbas.

Earlier, Additional
Inspectar Genaral {AIG)
Ghulam Nabi Memon had
said thal Mureed Abbas
family was receiving
threats,  Speaking o
media, he had said direc-
lives have been issued for

the provision of protection
to the family of the
deceased anchorperson,

Speaking on the mater,

Sindh Ministar for
Agriculture lsmail Rahu
said that initislly an
approval would be laken
fram the provincial cabinet
and then the jobe for pric-
whg magistrates would be
advertised in the newspa-
pers.




Ambassador of Morocco H.E. Mohammad Karmoune on his recent visit to Karam-
visited TDAP and met CEQ Arif Ahmed Khan, also seen |shtiag Baig, Hon, Consul
General of Morocco & Riaz Ahmed Khan DG TDAP.

First Meating of Waomen D

Entertainment Sports and Technology

and

[+ of EFP chaired

by Director Saadia Naveed and attended among others by Direclors Sharon Dias and
Mehnaz Kalwd, President EFF Majyd Aziz and Secretary General, EFF Fasihul Karim

¥arachi: Chairman DMC Ceniral Rehan Hashml addressing Tap Ba]l k:lumsrnam 2020

Siddini also attended

Karachl Officers of Women community center calied on Chaurman District Councl
Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad at his office.

in Morth Nazimabad area of Provincial capital of Sindh

IFJ hints to taking Impunity in
Pakistan at international forums

KARACHI, February 19
2020: The safety and eco-
nomic condition of journal-
is% detanorating globally

sheuld be more Innovative
by initiating new economic
models  for - survival
“Pakistan has soma good
laws but |ack of i

defend media in the coun-
t

He: said CPNE had chal-
lenped anti madia freedom

but Pakistan is facing mors

actions of rulers and would

pvoblems due to lack of will
International

|— a4

lation is major obstacle and
the issue of impunity pre-
vads d and, thara

of
[IFJ] can raise hese isspes
st infernational forums i
asked by Pakistani jeurnal-
Istg’ fratemity.

This was said by
Jeremy  Dear,  Deputy
Secretary General of IFJ
while addressing Meet the
editors on  Tueaday at
Council  of  Pakistan
Mewspaper Edilors {CPNE)
secreianzt here at Karachi

He said there should ba
some regulations for medis
and 25 well 5 social media
bt those should be trans.
parent and be monitored by
autonomous bodies ar salf-
regulated not by the
regimes.

Mr. Dear lobd that most
of the adverlisement was
being consumed by thres
international  companias
and resultantly print and
electronic media had been
facing economic crises
giobally The madia outlets

should b consolidated
efforis to mitipate state of
impunity in Pakistan™ he
further added

While referring CPNE
press freedom report 2019,
|FJ representative said use
of &nf-terror Laws against
Journzlists in Pakistan was
worry  something  which
nieid bo be addressed as i
had been severely affecting
freadom of expression in
the whole

While repanding o
guestions Mr Dear said
how a profitable industry
was unable to pay salaries
ta ite staff and many peaple
Iost their jobs even at profi
earning media oullets

Earher Depuly Secretary
General of CPNE Aamir
Mehmaod said there would
be no compromise on free-
dom of expression and
media 35 CPNE was com-
mitted to promote and

confinue in fulure as well,

@ M Jamall, President of
Pakistan Fedaral Union of
Journalists {PFUJ) tament-
ed that aver 7000 joumnal-
isls and media workers lost
their job due to economic
crises and many diad dua
o depression,

He said PFUJ was com-
mitted to support journalists
and media workers snd
such acts of victimization
would not be lolerated

The evant wag
addressed and attendad by
Hassan Abbas,  Abdul
Khalig, Sher Muhemmad

Khuhawar, Hameeda
Ghangre, Tahir  Najmi,
Ghulam  Mabi Chandio,

Magsood Yousufi, Abdul
Rezag Sarchi, Hassan
Abbas, Ajiz Jamall, Salman
Qureshi, Sheher Bano,
Irfan Ghumro, Afjaz Ahmed,
Lubna Jerar and others.

At the end of the event
deremy Dear was present-
ed culterzl gift Ajrak and
CPNE shiald as wall

Pakistan will not be blacklisted, say

WASHINGTON: The
Financlal Actian Task Force
{FATF} is unlicety to blackiist
Pakistan during its annual
meetings in Pans but may
kaap it on its watch list, says
a US scholar of South Asian
studies. The meetings
began on Monday but the
plenary sassion, which will
decide whether to keep
Pakistan on its watch fist,
also known as the grey list,
begins on Feb 19, “it's too
early for Pakistan to be
remaved from the grey list

scholars

— that will be decided at a
meeting later In the year'
says Michael Kugelman, a
scholar of South Asian
affairs at the Woodrow
Wilson Center. Washington.

“What &5 clear o me is
that Pakistan will not be
blackiisted.” But Uzair
Younus, a non-resident fat-
low at the Atlantic Council,
Washington, says “indica-
tions are that Pakistan wi
probably be off the grey kst
in the coming menths, if not
weeks”, This, he argues,

“will allow financial capital
Nows 1o grow further, which
is good for the economy, at
kast in the short term”, said
the scholar at a recent sem-
mnar on Pakisian at the US
Institute of Peace,
‘Washington. °US officials
believe Pakistan has made
engugh prograse with is
FATF action plan, and the
conviction of Hafiz Saeed
on terror financing charges
will be an encouraging sign
for FATF members too”

says Mr Kugelman

Historic visit of Turk
President is diplomatic
success of PM Khan:
KATI

Karachi: President of
Korangi  Association  of
Trade & Industry (RATI)
Shekh Umes Rehan, Senior
Vice President Muhammad
lkram Rajput and Vice
Pregsident  Syed  Wajid
Hussain  express  hopes
regarding recent  histonc
Visit of Turk President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
Pakistan.

Sheikh Umer Rehan sald
that entire: Pakistani nations
salute President of Turkey
for showing soldarty with
us on Kashmir issue, He
said thal sconomic fies
betwsen both countries

would reach to & new height
after this vist. He was said
that In many sector Pakistan
and Turkey can bring revolu-
tion with combine efforts. He
aiso nofed Turkey can pro-
wide technological assis-
tance to Pakistan in many
seciors and this would also
help to explore new wenues
of mutual cooperation and
growih, He alse termesd this
visit as diplomatic success
of PM Khan.

Karachi Literature Festival set to
celebrate its 11th edition

Karachi (19 Fab 2020):
The much-awaited Karachi
Literature Festival (KLF),
organized b Oxford
University Press, s all set
1o celebrate s 111h edition
this year from 28 February

‘Waterman, George Fulton
Harriet Sandys, Julien
Columeau, Masaima
Ramaioli, Sadia Abbas
Sean  Pue  Victoria

Schofield, Jochen Hippler
and Baltina Robotka are

Selected  Works  of
Abdullah the Cossack by H
M Magi

While sharing his views
al the press conference
Salmen  Tarik Kureshi
poal, columnist, and mam-

o 1 March 2020. The over-

archlng theme of this
vears festival is 'Across
How the Word

Toxic gas: Chemical lab
says respiratory
problems may be result
of 'overexposure to
soybean dust'

Trau.-sls which will explore
different aspects of the
trans-geographical nature
of literature

Arshad Saeed Husain,
Managing Director, Oxford
Universily Press (OUP)
Pakistan, ehared details of
the 11th KLF in a prass
conference held af the Arts
Council of Pakistan, He
said that over 200 speak-

same of the Internaticnal
nemes participating in the
fastival

The local likerary umi-
nafies, academics, and
artistes 1o be featured in
the Tith KLF include
Adnan Siddiqui, Ahmed
Shah, Ally Adnan, Arfa
Sayeda Zehra, Arieb
Azhar, Asad Mohammad
Khan, Agad Umar, Asghar
Nadeem  Eyed, Atiga
Odho, Atliya Dawood
Azhar Abbas. Beo Zafar
Bushra Ansar, Faisal

ers and authors from  Subzwan, Faseeh Bari

R The said that while the 1CCRS | Pakistan, UK. USA,  Khan, Fawzia Afzal Khan,
international  Centre for was  still  “ewtensiveiy | France, Germany and ltaly  Faysal Quraishi, Ghazi
Chemical and Bi engaged In the | Will in the Hafiz Fasha
Sciences  (ICCBS) on  cause of this toxic expo- | Event Hamna Zubair, Haseena

Tuesday advised the gov-
ernment to consider "expo-

sure”, the findings so far
suggest that the symptoms.

There will be over 80
sassions featuring talks,
panel discussions. Urdue

sufe to soybean dust being experienced = by Whiioc

(aarnaﬂergens.\"asacause Keamarl residents are a| 3nd English mushair,
Nl o 1| readings, arts,

hemg faced by residents of  soybean dust”, and  film  screenings.

Karachl's Keamar area

50 far, 14 people from
different areas of Kearnari
have died and over 400
have been taken to difierent
hospitals  fer treatment
reportedly  after inhaling

toxic gas. Residents have

The lab suggesied The
|ab suggested  that hospi
tals should give bron-
chodilators and anti-hista-
mines to affecled people,
ICCES also advised that

"sxtreme carm” be taken
i

while unloading soybean

af exp o
breathing difficuities, "burn-
ing sensation in the neae”,
watery eyes and itching in
the throal

ICCES s an advanced
research centre at the
University of Karachi The
Dr Panjwani Centre for
Molecular Medicing and
Drug  Ressarch  and
Hussain  Ebrahim Jamal
Regearch Ingtitute  of
Chemistry are part of the
research centre.

A letter sent today (o
Harachi Commissioner
[ftikhar Shallwani by Dr
Muhammad Igbal
Choudhary, the director of
ICCES, said that the lab
had examined blood and
urine samples of people
“swposed to toxic eerosols™
as well as soybean dust
samples collected from the
port area. Dr Choudhary

[ 1
The letter also pointad
out that soybean dust expo-
sure-ralated epidemice
have been reported earlier
from other pars of the
world as well with associat-
ed marbidity and mortality,
The |CCBS atiached a
report of similar incigents
reporied  In  Barcelona,
Spain with its lattar,

Earlier, while talking to
Dawn.com, philanthropist
Falsal Edhi had said thal
"fine dust particles” that are
released in the air during
the offivading of soybeans
might be the reason behind
breathing probiems being
experienced by residents.

"But if cases continue to
emerge lonight, it would
mean that the source of the

Around 22 books will be
faunched at the festival
this year. Of special signif-
icance at the 11 KLF is a
sesslon planned for per-
formance poetry and a
workshop  on “Madia
Literacy and
Misinformation’. This year
an art exhibition ttled
‘Ahang: Peaceful Protest
agains! Warfare around
the Globe' will showcase
video installations and new
media art
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Arshad Saeed Husain
seid, “The 11th KLF will
feature a number of ses-
siong thal will look at how
the written and spoken
word connacts across bor-
ders and resuits in & cross-
pollination of ideas and
inspiration  far  literary
works. The festival aims to
bring tegether not enly the
stalwarts of Pakistan's lit-
arary world and academia,
but also some of the most
creative minds beyond
Pakistan's border” He
further added, “Through its
vibrant programme, the
festival celebrates cultural
and linguistic diversity.”
Arshad Saeed Husam
announced that ‘William
Dalrymple and Zaheds
Hina will be the keynote
speakers at the KLF inau-
guration  while  Ahdaf
Soueif and Harrls Khalique
will daliver the keynote
speeches at the clasing
cersmeny.
Alexandre  Colllex,
Claire Chambers, David

Main, Huma Bagal, lkram
Saehgal, lIshrat Husain
Javed Jabbar, Kaif
Ghaznavi, Kaiser Bengali
Kamal  Axfar,  Khaled
Anam, Khalid Ahmad
Kishwar MNaheed. Mahtab
Akber Rashdi, Mazhar
Abbas, Mubashir Zaigi
Mushaal Hussein Mullick
MNadeem Faroog Paracha,
Navid Shahzad, Neslum
Ahmad Basheer, Niilofur
Farrukh, MNoorul  Huds
Shah, Omar  Shahid
Hamid, Pervez Hoodbhoy,
Pirzada Qasim, Reza
Bagir, Sabyn Javer
Sanam Saeed, Sardar
Masood Khan, Sarmad
Khoosat,

ber of the KLF Advisory
Boerd, said, "The theme
for this year's KLF takes us
beyond this city, or even
the country. to reflect upon
the fact that literature, cul-
ture, and intellectual schal-
arship are infernational
phenomena, which travel
across continents faster
than the click of 2 mouse,
and are not restricted by
national or ethnic borders.”

The KLF Advisory
Board members include
Muneeza Shamsie
Mujahid Barelvi, Iftikhar
Arif,  Harris  Khaligue,
Salman Tarik Kureshi, Bina
Shah and  Michael
Houlgate, some of whom
were present on the occa-
sion. Other eminent lifer-
ary figures alao atended
the press confersnce.

The 11th  Karachi
Literature Festival will 1ake
place at the Beach Luxury
Hatel. Follawing in its
decade oid iradition, the
festival will be free and
open 1o public,

About Oxford University
Prass

Oxford  University
Press (OUP} is a depart-
ment of the University of
Oxford. 1t furthers the
Universitys objective of
excellence in research.
scholarship, and education
b

Akhtar, Sheheryar
Munawar Siddiqui, Sohail
Malik, Taha Kehar,
Wusatullah Khan, Zafar
Hilaly, an Zehra Nigah
While talking 1o the
media, Arshad Sased
Hugain mentionsd that this
year four prizes will be
awarded from the KLF
forum. Thesa Incluge the
KLF-Gelz Pharma Fiction
Prize, KLF-Habib Metro
Naon-Fiction Prize, KLF-
Infag Foundation Urdu
Literature Prize and KLF -
Arts Council  Sindhi 8
Balochi Prize. The submis-
sions received for these
prizes are evaluated by
panels of jury members
comprising eminent critics
wiilers, and  scholars
Bogks shorilisted for the
KLF-Getz Pharma Fiction
Prize were announced at
the press conference,
which incluge Cail Me Al
by Sheheryar Sheikh, The
Miraculous True History of
Momi Al by Uzma Aslam
Khan, Red Birds by
Mohammed Hanil, and The

¥
CUP Pakistan is commit-
ted to promoting the read-
ing cufture and 1o improv-
ing fhe infefiectual content
of life in Pakistan, It has an
extensve school and col-
lmge textbook publishing
programmea which
sddresses the need for
books that are both of high
quality and specific to the
anviranment. |1 has gained
& reputation for publishing
well-researched academic
and general books which
are considered 1o be
authordative and definitive
waorks on Pakistan
About
Literature Festival
Karachi Literature
Festival (KLF} seeks to
create  an intellectual
space in which the diversi-
ty and pluralism In
Pakistan's society and that
axpressed by authars from
literary and cullural tradi-
tions beyond Pakistan's
borders can be freely
accessible to people In an
open  and participatory
manner.

Karachi

is ing eise, not
the soybean Iil o
Edhi had added

Faraz Dero expresses his
condolences over
Kemari incident

Karachl 18 Fabruary.
Mr. Faraz Dero Provincial
Minister for Rehabilitation,
Gevernment of Sindh has
expressad has heartfelt con-
dodences upan death of Ten
persons and several injured
in Kemari due to spread-sut
of towic gas a couple of days
ago. The Provincal Minister
has directed the Director
General, Provincial Disaster
Managemenl Authority
Sindh, Syed Salman Shah
for rapid response in the
affected areas by utilizing all
available recourse and
investigates the source of
emission of ioxic gas

Accordingly, the Director
General POMA,  Sindh,
Syed Salvan Shah along

with his team marmbers M.
Sanaullah  Shah  and
Magsood Hussein Scomro
and Mobile Air Guality
Tasting Unit visited the
affected areas late night.
The team has colected the
air and soil sampies from
the affected areas late night.
The team has coBected the
ar and soil samples from
the affected areas so thal
thie nature, root cause and
source of the toxic gas may
be assessed Director
General, PDMA Sindh told
that PDMi's Emargency
Cperalion Centre has been
waorking round the clock 1o
facilitate the affectiess.
Affectiess can confact the

hedgline of POMA Sindh
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Regular sports week will be
organised in special education,
rehabilitation centres

Karachi 19 February,
Special Assistant to CM
Sindh on Depariment of
Empowerment of Persons
with  Disshifiies  Syed
Qassim Naveed Qemar has
said that regular sports
weak will be organised in
Special  Education  and
Rehabilitation Centres o
enhance the talents of dif-
ferently absed children This
he said while presiding ower
a mesling here in his office
today, Secretary DEPD
Fervalz Ahmed Seehar,
Director  DEPD Ghulam
MNebi  Nizamani, Deputy
Secretary Shahzaib Shaikh
and other officers also
attended fhe mestng.

It wais also decided in the
moming that a mandoring
team would be constituted
to inspecl all mstiutions and
survey of the persons with
disabilities would be carried
aut on priority basis. Special
Agsistant to CM Sindh on
Departmant
Empowerment of Persons
with ~ Disabilities  Syed
Qassim Maveed Qamar also
directed to arrange teach-
ers' fraining programs to
devalop thelr teaching skills,
adding that Sindh Disability
Act should be transkated into
Sindhi language. He asked
them to develop Academic
Cabendar for the deparimant
and ail measures should be

1aken to empower vocation-
al training centres so that
differently abled chiddren
might be able 1o eamn a
respectable  eamings
future.  Syed  Qassim
Naveed Camar said that
Sindh  Gowernment  was
ensuring a betler environ-
ment for persons with dis-
abilities, such as msuance
of driving licansa to hearing

Gassim Naveed Qamar also
diracted to arrange teach-
erg' training programs o
devedop their teaching skills,
adding that Singh Disability
Actshould be transiated mio
Sindhi language He asked
them to develop Academc
Calendar for the department
and all measures should be
taken to empower vocation-
al training centres so that

impaired persons, specal

CNICs, disabiiity certifi-
cates, five percant job quots
0 pabhc and privale seclons
and special washrooms in
newly construcled bullg-
ings It wee aleo decided in
the mosning that a monitor-
ing team wauld be constitut-
ed fo ingpect all nstitutions
and survey of the persons
with disabilties would be
carried out on prionity basis.
Special Assistant to CM
Sindh on Department of
Em, enl of Persons
with  Disabilities Syed

differently abled children
might be able to eam &
raspeciable  samings  in
future,  Syed  Qassim
Naveed Camar said ihat
Sindh  Governmen! was
ensuring A better environ-
ment for persons with dis-
abilities, such as issuance
of driving license 1o bearing
impaired persons, issuance
of specal CHICs, disability
cerificates, five parcent job
quots in public and private
sectors and special wash-
ooms In newly constructed
buildings.




Daily

THE OPINION LEADER

C CENTFED

4

At least 14 dead from toxic gas in Karachi's
Keamari as source remains unknown

Harachi: The source of a
lowic gas leak in Karachi's
Heamari  area remained
unclear on Tuesday as off-
cials confirmed the death toll
had risen to af least 11, two
days after residents from
adjoining eress rushed to
hospitals  complaining  of
breathing difficulbes

Meanwhile, dozens of
profesters, belonging to res
dential areas closa to the
sffected area, gathered in
Keamaris Jackson Market,
demanding  answers fram
authorities on the deaths that
have bean caused from the
mysterious gas

Addressing a press con-
farence along with Sindh
Minister for Local
Govemment  Syed  Nasir
Hussain Shah on Tuesday
afternoon, Karachi
Commissionar Iftikhar
Shallwani said mulliple theo-
ries were being considered
but thus far the source of the:
pas and its nature was still
unknown, He adeled that an
Investigation was still ango-
ing.

Dr  Ziauddin  Hospital
spokesperson Amir Shehzad
told Dawn.com that nine
deaths took placa at the hos-
pilals Keamari Campus over
the course of the past two
days. According to the police,
two other deaths wera repart-
ed at Kutiyana Hospital.

Dozans of others have
been hospitalised in vanous
medical facilities across the
city wilh officais confiming
that over 250 individuals
were discharged after freat-
ment.

Shehzad said approxi-
mately 250 patents had

been brosght to Dr Ziauddin
Hospital wilh 100 Brought in
o Monday alone

He said most patienis
ware released after baing
treated, adding that fve
patients had been admitted
o the intensive-care unit
{ICU) whose conddions were
also Improving

According to the hospital
spokesperson, the patients,
who were from various areas
of the city, had shown symp-
forms  including  difficulty
breathing, dizziness while
some were also throwing up.

Jinnah  Postgraduate
Medicel Centre Executive
Director Dr Seemin Jamak
told Dawn.com that the hos-
pital nad received 27 patients
on Monday night, all from the
Heamari area.

Jamali said that one of the
patients had acute exaspera-
tion ssthmatic attacks and
wae in ertical condibon in the
Intensive care unit (ICU)

She added that the
remaining 26 patients had
bean discharged afer three
1o four houss

According to Jamali, the

patients all came from & spe-
cific area in Jackson Bazaar
near a mosque and behnd
the raitways ling

She said that during the
day things had besn stable
but patients started to come
in ocn Mondsy night
"Some gas had been
emitied from there, " she sald,

adding: "We express solidar-
ity with the pecple living in
that area "Police surgeon Dr
Qarar Ahmed Abbasi had
said two female patients
were brought fo the Dr Ruth
Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi
and they were dischamged
after first medical aid

Speaking 10 Dawn.com,
Sindh Env

Ali Shah had ordered the
evacuation of residents from
the affected areas, regrefling
that the "bad smell” was not
racading and people weare
still being affected.

Fossible cause
In his pressser on
Tuesday, Harachi

Commissicner  Shallwani

sad the incidenl was a
ocalised event”,

He said it had been two
days since the foxs gas leak
started bt added that il was
restricted to just one locality
of Karachi Shallwani urged
the media not to cover the
event in a way that created &
panic in the metropalis.

Th :

Protection  Agency (Sepa)
spokesperson Mujtaba Baig
said the organisation had
conducted an initial survey
yesterday and talked to peo-
ple in the area. He said they
wera unable o determine the
exact source of cause of the
toxic gas, adding that there
was "soms sorf of activity”
but they couldn'l yai be car-
tain whal il was, Last night,
Sindh Chisf Minister Murad

said an
investigation into the gas
lesk iz ongoing and added
that samples from those
admitted In hospitals had
also  been  collected.
Additionzlly, he said post-
maortem examination
af those who died will lake at
least 72 hours fo be jssued,
Shallwani  said  once
mpors afe published, they
can determine the reason for
the gas keak and its nature.

Autharities were alerted o
the incident when people in
the Keamari area began
nsshing to nearby hospitals
with severs breathing prob-
lems on Surday night. The
concemed authorities were
not sure about the exact
causa of the incident.

"W are still clueless to
find cut the possible cause of
the incident” Karachi police
chief Ghulam Nabi Memon
had told Dawn on Monday.

He added, however, that
senior police officers were
working in coordination with
doclers 1o delerming the
exact nature of the incident

Earier on  Monday,
Shallwani had informed a
Sindh cabinst meeting that a
ship that was offeaging soy-
besn or 8 similar substance
could be the probable cause
of the foxic gas"When
officading from this ship is
halted, the smell too dimin-
ishes," he reasoned.

Al this, CM Shah directed
to check the particular con-
tainer on the ship, The com.
missigner responded  that
offfaading from the ship had
already been stopped,

However, when contact-
ed, Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs All Zaidi told
Dawn.com on Teesday thal
regadts that of the gas ema-
nating from a soybean ship
was "absoluta rubbish” as
the craw and the vessel ware
fing. He said he had person-

5 ally visited the port and the

hespital yesterday

Zaidi saud hal it was inter-
eshing the gas coukd only be
smedt at night. Ha reiterated
that nothing was happening
al the part.

Pakista

ISLAMABAL: As trade with
India s under suspension
for more than seven
monts, Pakistan i consid-
afing a ona-time mxemplian
for import of insecticides
from India 1o fight ongoing
lecust attack on its agricuk
ture.
Thig will be one of the key
items on the agenda of tha
federal cabinel cafled to
meet on Feb 18 to also
deliberate on gas pricing
and power bis to comply
with requirements of the
Intesnational Monetary Fund
(IMF) for disbursement of
next tranche of 5450 mil
The mesting to be presided
over by Prime Minister
|mran Khan on Tuesday will
& comprehensive
presentation for engage-
ment of party pardiamentari-
ang In the Ehsaas pro-
ramme by the special
adviser to the PM on social
protection and poverty alle-
wiaton
Pakistan had downgraded
its trade relabions wih India
on August 10 to the level of
lsraed — no trade at all — in
reaction to Indis’s decision
o revoke Ardicle 370 of its
constitution  that granted
occupied Kashmir a special
status,
The decision was laken by
the federal cabinet following
@ proposal approved by the
Matiznal Security
Commitles the same day.

n may import insecticides from

fight locust attack

The adviser to the prme
minister on finance & rev-
enpe would also give a
delalled presentation on
requlatory duties and taxes
on pulses in view of nsing

prices of essential food
fems.

The meeting will also take
up a proposal of the Human
Rights Division for creation
of Mational Commission on
the Rights of Child (NCRC}.
The cabinet will also consid-
&r a summary of the nfer-
provincial coordination
{IPC) division for estabsh-
ment of a parmanent secre-
tariat of the Councit of
Common Interests (GCI) in
the ministry of the IPC as
required under the 18ih
Constitution Amendment.
The maeting will also take

up ceses of
employment  promolers’
licences, surrender, Transfer
and change of [urisdiction
under sechan 12(2) & 12i4)
of  the Emigration

OVErseas

Ordinanca, 1979

The cabinet would also con-
sider appointment of & man-
aging directorichie! exed-
tiver officar of the Pakistan
Mireral of the Pakistan
Mineral Devalopment
Corporation (PMDC) and
give addiional charge of the
vacant post of chief statisti-
cien of the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics.

Another summary of the
revenue divisian for propar-
thionate adjustment of input
tax by exploration and pro-
duction companies operal-
ing as joint ventures would

also come up for discwssion
at the cabinet mesting,

trade with India is under
suspension for more than
seven months, Pakistan i
considering & one-lime

exemption for import of
Insecticdes from India fo
fight ongoing locust attack
o its agricullure

This will be one of tha key
itams on the agenda of the
faderal cabinet called fo
meet on Feb 18 to aiso
deliberate on gas pricing
and power hills to comply
with aof the

India to

presentafion for engage-
ment of party parliamentan-
ans in the Ehsaas pro-
gramme by the special
adviser to the PM on social
protection and poverly alle-
wigtion.

Pakistan had downgraded
its frade relations with India
on August 10 to the kevel of
lgrael — no frade at all — in
reaction fo India's decsion
to revoke Article 370 of its
constifution that - granted
occupied Kashmir a special
slatus.

The decision was taken by
the federal cabinet following
& proposal approved by the
Maticnal Security
Commities the same day,
The adviser to the prme
minister on finance & rev-
enue would also give a
defailed presentation on
regulatory duties and laxes
on pulses in view of r.‘alng
prices of essential foo
liems

The meeling will 35 take
up a propesal of the Human
Rights Division for creation
of National Commission on
the Rights of Chid (NCRC)
The cabinet will also consid-
er a summary of the infer-

cruise missile

di: Pakistan &
flight test of &r launched cruise mssile Ra'ad-l
the Inter-Senices Public Relations (ISPR) said
on Tussday.
Accarding 103 press release issued by the ISPR.

the cruise missde, which has a range of 600
kilometres, is equipped with state-of-the-art
guidance and navigation systems ensuring

engagament of {argets wilh high precision.
Lieutenant General Nadeem Zaki Manj, Stratagic
Plans Division (SPO) Director General Dr Mabeal
Hayat Melik, the Mational Engineering and
Scientific Comméssion chairman, and senior
clficess fram the SPD, Sirategic Forces and
Sirategic Organisations were also present on the
vecasion, fhe statement saic.

Tha SPD director ganeral appreciated the
techrical prowess, dedication and commitmant
of the scientists and engineers wha confributed
towerds developing the weapons system and
[far] making the lsunch & sucoess He fermed it
“a major step towards complementing Pakistan's
delerrence capalility’, the statzment read,
Acconding ta the siatement, the president and
the prime minister congratulated the lsarn ul
far

and
rmducungihe missile tes.
On Jan 23, Pakistan conducted a successful
training latmch of surface-to-surface ballistic
misshiz Ghaznavi During visits, UN parscanal

Pakistan conducts test of air launched

Ra'ad-ll: ISPR

ara provided all requisite secuity and escerd by
Pakistanl authorities, the sources said,
UNMOGIP iz also provided any administrative
assistance il requires by Pakistan whanever il
requests, they added UNMOGIP. then known as

the UN Cammission for India and Pakistan
{UNCIP), was farmed in 1543 o supervise the
ceasefire betwesn India and Pakistan in Jammu
and Kashmir. |t is mandated fo observe
devalopments panaining ba the sinct adherance
of the 1971 ceasefine agraemant and report them
to the UN secretary general In parficular, it i
tazked with looking inte any efeged ceessfire
vialatons along the LaC.

Fakistan has repeatecly called on India to alkow
UNMOGIP fo observe the LoC from ifs side. Last
year, Pakistan's Permanent Represaniative 1o
Uniled Nations Dr Maleeha Lodhi called for
strengthening of UNMOGIP in light of
developments in indian Occupied Kashmir {10K)
that have brought the two neighbours’ fies to
fher lowest ebb. “The efficacy of UNMOGIP has
become more significent due to multiple
ceasefine vidlalions by the Indian anmed forces
aleng the Line of Contral,” Lodhi said at a UN
Securily Council debale on peacekeeping
aperafans in September.

Inda has restricled tha aclivilies of tha unarmead
UM obsarvers on its side of LaC by daiming the
graunds for thesr mandate have lapsad.

Aurangzeb's flat at

Islamabad: A fire broke out on Monday
might on the third floor of Parliament
Lodges in Islamabad, causing damage to
the apanmenl of PML-N leader and
Marriyum affi-
cials said. PPP MMNA Abrar Shah also con-
firmed the fire had broken out on the third
floor, saying there was so much smoke
that “one could not breathe properfy”.
He said around 80 per cent
Aurangzeb's flat had been bumed.
The director of Parfiament Lodges, in a
media briefing on Tuesday, said the fire

of

" i A
was first reported at 11:35pm on Monday,
adding that it had been axtinguished. He
saic two employees of Aurangzeb were
rescued without any injuries, and that the
exact cause of the fire was not yet known,
He said according to an employee, the fire
erupted from a geyser in the gallery but
added that it would be “premature to say
how the fire started”

Senate  Deputy Chalrman  Saleem
Mandviwalla arived at Parliament Lodges
on Tuesday to review the damage. In a

International Monetary Fund

(IMF) for dishursement of

next tranche of $450 millon,

The meeting to be presided

over by Prime Minister

Imean Khan on Tuesday will
a

(IPC) division for estadsh-
ment of 8 permanent saane-
tariat of the Councll of
Commen Interests (CCH in
the ministry of the IPC as
required under the 18th
ok

have

Two Pakistan embassy officials allowed in
Wuhan as city remains in lockdown: FO

Bejing: China on Monday
accepted & “special
request’ by Pakistan as it
afiowed a fwo-member spe-
cial task force from the
Pakistan Embassy in Beljing
to enter Wuhan and meet
students in difierent univer-
sities to gel an update on
their well-beng and salety,
a prass releasa from the
Fareign Otfice sald.

The task forca, which will
remain in coordination with
Chinese authoritias, will be
permanently deployed in
Wuhan and “wil retum fo
Befing once the lockdown
in Wuhan s lifted in its
enfirety and on-ground siu-
alion s completely sta-

mllser the  statement
Tnuay the twe Faoreign
Cffice  staffers  visited

Pakistanl students In four
universities and also met
administrative staff in each
university “to get first-hand
infarmation on the health
and safety needs of the stu-
dents”,

“In the coming days. the offi-
cers will visit students in
three other universites as

far visited ware “safe,
healthy, and well-looked
affer”.

Pakistani students".
“Under the supendsion of

well as the adminis
staff in those universites o
ensure

Pakistani

the welfare of
students  in

The FO said
since the lockdown began in
Hubel province, where
Wuhan s located, the

Ambassador of Pakistan, an
11 ber core group was
constifuted to daily monior
the evolving sduation and
respond ta i

said.

However, Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) senator Curatul
Ain Marri cpposed the bill
streasing that it vickated the
18th A i

e T e

Wuhan' the press release

lt added that all Pakistani
students in the universities
that the officers have thus

embassy has maintained “a
close liaison with Pakistani
students and Chinese gov-
amment at various tiers 1o
provide  assistance o

_&'_\\»\\

of Pekistani students.”

The embassy has also
setug two hatines for
faciltaton of students in
China, the press release

empowered provinces fo
legisiate on the matter,

e law

In 2019, the Pakistan
Tehreek-g-nzal (PTI) gov-
emment tabled the Zainab
Alert,  Response  and
Recovary Bill. The bill pro-
pesed setting up of an
authority, Zainab Alert,
Response and Recovery
Agancy (ZARRA) tasked m

he said he met with
Aurangzeb's  mother, MNA  Tahira
Aurangzed, to inquire about the incident
and their safel

“Thanks to Allah there were no casual-

Fire damages PML-

N leader Marriyum
Parliament Lodges

ties,” Mandviwalla said A fire broke out on
Monday night on the third floor of
Parfiament Lodges in Islamabad, causing
damage o the apariment of PML-N
teader and spokeswoman Marriyum
Aurangzeb, officials said

PPP MNA Abrar Shah also confirmed the
fire had broken oul on the third fleor, say-
ing there was so much smoke that “one
could nat breathe properiy”

He said arcund 80 per cent
Aurangzeb's flat had been bumned.
The director of Pariament Lodges, in a

of

media briefing on Tuesday, said the fire
was first reported at 11:35pm an Monday,
adding that i had been extinguished, He
sald two employees of Aurangzeb were
rescued without any injuries, and that the
exact cause of the fire was not yet known.
He said according to an employea, the fire
erupted from a geyser in the gallery but
added that it would be “premature to say
how the fire started”.

Senate Deputy Chairman  Saleem
Mandviwalla arived at Pariament Lodges
on Tuesday o review the damage. In a
statement, he sald he mel with
Aurangzeb's mother, MNA  Tahira
Aurangzeb, to inguire about the incident
and their safety.

Lahore: The Lahore High Courl (LHC) on
Tuesday issued a nofice to the Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB) seeking a
reply from the anti-graft watchdog on the
requast of PML-N Vice Prasidenl Maryam
Mawaz regarding including Mawaz
Sharifs medical reporis in her plea seek-
ing the removal of her name from the no-

maintain &
migsing and abducted chll-
dren. A hepling, 1099, will
be set up to report and for-
ward all cases lo ZARRA.
When a child is reporied
migsing, the agency will
activate alerts acoss the
federal capital All LEAS and
public at large will be provid-

information such as the
child’s physical attributes,
habits, cothes,

fly list, A tv bench, headed by
Justice All Bagar Najafi, resumed hearing
the case.The federal cabinet in December
last year had decided nol to remove
Maryam's name from the exit control kst
{ECL) in the Al Azizia Steel Mills refer-
ence. Following this, on January 14 the
federal cabinet had placed Maryam's
name on the ECL for & second time in the
Chaudhry Sugar Mills case.

Cwring the hearing, Maryam's lawyers
Amjad Pervez and Azam Nagzir Tarrar con-

LHC seeks reply from NAB on Maryam's
plea to remove name from no-fly list

tended bafore the court that her father,
PML-N supremo and former prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharifs fresh medical reports
had also been submitted along with the
palition. "Maryam has lost her mothar,
She, along with Nawaz, came back o the
country to serve her sentence, even
though it would have been very easy for

her to stay abroad,

“The court had directed her to submit her
passport. Now, for the past two months,
she has been seeking permission to go
abroad just once.” her lawyers said

They added that Nawaz's medical reports.
were being regulary submitted to the
court with dee dillgence. Nawaz has an
angiography procedure scheduled for Feb
24, the court should allow Maryam o frav-
@l 50 that she can be with ber father, the
fawyers angued




