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Lopsided
development harmful
for Pakistan, PM

Istamatad: Prime Mintster
Irran ¥han on Tuesday said
that lopsided development &
harmiul for Pakistan, adding
that in the past, development
funcs were disiributed on the
basis of peopla's influence,
and not on the basls of need.

“Daveiopmant funds,
instead of being detriouted on

orafion wiih the Workd Bank.

Addressing today's cere.
mony, the pramier highlighted
the disparity between Lahore's
divedopment and that of the
rest of Punjab.

A of Punjab's develop-
mant bidget was being spent
on Lahore, Lahore was devel-
opng, but the cities Swround-
Ing the: matropalis wena canni-

TR @&

the basis of nead, went io
these places controlled by
[politicians] with the most influ-
ence.” he said, adding that this
inevitably widened the gap
between tha countny's rich and
the poorThe prime minister
exprassad these views while
speaking at the launch cere-

‘wihach,

bafising, regressing.

“Poarer areas were going
backwards, whils a select few
areas were baing developed.”
b said.

Highlighting the cons of
this phenomenan, Imean sak
*Firstly, afl of the people go fo
that ane devalopad city seek-
i

many of 0 .
according to Radio Pakisian,
is mimed &t providing the pub-
lic with access o poverty esti-
mates for avery dstrict slong
with development and policy
indicatars.

The report addad thet the
portal is part of he govem.
menf's Ehsaas iniliative, and
has been developed in cofab-

ng it
pulling a burden on exisling
faciliies. - Further, facilities
such as health and investment
remain limited §o 2 small area.

“This Iniliative i crical,
becausa it gives us an oppar-
tunity to inform the people
whese exacly funds are need-
ed Why is thare 8 need 1o
spend money.

More 3 coronavirus case surfaces,
raising Pakistan’s tally to 19

Warachi: First case of COVID-
10, the mystenous viral prey-
monia-fke disease caused by
the novel coronavirus, hes
ememed in the Balochistan
capial on Tuesday, pushing
the counérywide taly bo 19,
The 12-year-old patient had
arved in Cuetta along with
his parents from lran via
Taltan barder, head of a gov.
ermment hospital said

The: family befongs to Dadu
disirictin Singh, saxd e med.
lcal superintengant, -adding
thal parents of the child are
tested negative.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Jam Jemal Khan has con-
fimed the development an
Twitter."One case in Quetts
has come positive aflar two
tests. The child is in Fatima
Jinnah [Hospital] and the con-
diion is under control’ he
wrate So far 19 Pakistans
have been tested positive far
COVIDAE with 15 of them
belonging to Sindh, three fo
Gilgit-Baltistan and one 1o
Balochistan

One patient has akeady fully
recovered and  was  dis-
charged from the hospdal in
Karachi last week
Meanwhie, Dr Zafar Mirza
the de facto healh minister
hies said the fedaral govem-
ment is loaking closaly at the

changing stuation end rew
cases are being provided wish
fhe best medical care.

“No need to warry.... the sifu-
ation is completely under con-
tral. The fedaral and provin-
dial goverrments are jonty
making alkout efiorts o pro-
tect the masses from conon-
avirus on war fooling,” he
wrirle using his oficial Twiltler
handle Earier in the day, two
more cases of novel comn-
avirus emerged from Sinah,
pushing the taly to 15 in the
prowince One of the patients
is from Hydersbad who
amved fram Syria via Doha
while the other is detected
from Karachi who amived
from Iran wia Dubai, the
provincial health depariment
said AN sducational instite-
tions in  Sindh  and
Batochistan have been cosed
Bl March 13 over fear of the
contagious dESEase’s oul-
break. The ystesious
COVID-18 wirgs, which origi-
nated in a vet market of tha
cantral Chinesa city of Wishan
lale last year, has since then
spread to more than 110
countries of the world, kiling
over &000 and infecting oves
115,000 people, mostly in
China thus far

Bt new putbresks in Europe,
the Middle East and in Asia

have fanned fears of the con-
tagion taking hoid in paar
nations that lack the health-
canz nfrastructure to cops.
There are growing fears in
Pakistan sandwiched
batwaen China and Iran, bath
hatspots for the disease —
over how fhe coundry would
deal with the cuthreak.
Schoois and businesses in a
part af New Rochelle, a sub-
by af Mew Yook City, will be
closed for two weeks in an
ffont 1o contain the diseage at
s local epicenter, Reuters
quoted state  Gowvemor
Andrew Cuoms as saying on
Tuesdey. The ecanomic shut-
down, which begmz an
Thursday, impacts an area of
New Rochelle in Westchaster
County that measuras 1 mila
(161 kem} in drameter,

The area is the epicentrs of
New York's ot

Balochistan has been con-
fimed in a 12-year-old boy, a
hospetal official confimed.

The patient has recent travel
history of lran. =aid Or

son Abdus Sattar Khokhar
s8id in a statement The sus-
pectad patients were posted
at the Jinnah Intematicnal
Aimort in Karachi and have

advisory |ssued in Bght of the
coronavirus puthreak.in an
online statement, the natonal
ar camer said that passen-

break, accounling for more
than 100 of the slate's 173
confrmed cases, the gover-
nar said. Damocrafic Republic
of Congo has confirned its
firel case of coronavirus,
Reuters quoled the healh
minister as  saying  on
Tuesday The patient |s a
Congelese cilizen, whe has
been placed In quaranting,
minister Etend Longando said
The first coranavinus case of

Moordllah - Musakhall,  the
medical supedintendent at
Fatima Jinnah Hospétal in
Qpatia The child belongs o
Bindh's Dadu district.

This takes the tolal number of
COVID-13 cases in the coun-
try to 19.5ix air trafc con-
Wofiers have been quaran-
tined after they wese suspect-
ed of having contracted the
novel  coronavirug, il
Auiztion Autharily spokesper-

been wolaled as per the stan-
dard operating  proceduse,
Khokhar said He added that
directions have bean issued
o screen all staff mambers of
air fraffic conbraol wha ane post-
ed in Karachi for any symp-
toms of - COVIDNS The
Fakistan Inbematioral Aifines
has suspended fight opera-
fiens between Pakistan and
Mitan, following the Halian
govemments updated travel

pers wil be abfe to claim a

redund if they canced their tick-
ets. The number of dead from
riots in Haly's overcrowded
prisuns owver maasuras
imposed to cortamn the coron-
anvirus rose 1o 12 on Tussday,
Reuters quoted officials as
saying Inates, marty
angared by restrictions on
family visits. stanied going on
the rampage on Sunday, sat-
ting fires, taking hostages and
escaping from one pason

Govt’s economic policies aim at
welfare of masses: Shah Mahmood

ISLAMABAD: Lauding the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf {PT1)
lad govemment's affactive
aconomic and trade policies,
Foreign  Minister  Shah
Mahmood  Qureshi  on
Tuesday said thal the policies
aimed at the welfare of the
masses, ARY MNews reported,

Talking to Federal Minister
for Econemic Affairs Hammed
Azhar, who called on him .
bslemabed, FM Cuweshi said

that the incumbent govern-
mart steer the country out of
aconomic cisis and put it on
an upward trajectary of deve-
apment and prosperity.

Matters of mulual interest,
e avierall economas Situation
af the: country and issues per-
taining to trade and irvest-
ments were discussed in the
meefing.

Eaiier on March 2, Federal
Minister for Economic Aftairs
Hammad Azhar had said thal
Pakistan Tehresk-e-Insaf {PTI)

per cent and the Imporis

SCONDITIC CHSis.

Addressing the Senate
session. Hammad Azhar had
said tha country had only wo
weeks loreign  exchange
rasarvies whan PTI came info
[DOWET

Talking about the achieve-
menis of BT government, the
minister had sald thal the
country's exports in the manth
of February Increased by 135

daclined by faur per cant.

He had said that the infla-
tion rate has falen from 148
parcent in January o 12.4 per-
canl in Febrary, Hammad
Aznar sald that reducton in
he prices of pelroleum prod-
uets by RS per bre will further
help decrease the inflation In
1he country,

It & padnent to mention
hera that the death foll in
ongoing protests against the

had steared the country cut of

law
{CAA) in Indian cagital Celhi

has jumped to 44 with mors
then 300 people have been
injured.

Critics. believe the law is
bissed aganst Musbms and
undermmines the couniry's sac-
ular consditution

The resalition was tabled
in the lower house of the
Parliament by Minister for

Parliamentary  Affairs Al
Muhammad Khan
The resolution said that the

violenca against Muslms in
the neighbouring country saw
the brutal kilings of women
and children

“The United Nations (UM}
and Organization of |skamic
Cocperabon {DIC) shall take
rotice of these brutaliies.” it
said adding that the entine
house condemns the ant-
Muslim ricts = Indie.

It aleo urged the LN
Security Council to exert pres-
sure on |ndie aimed at stop-
ping violence against a el
oiaug entity,

On March 08, Prime
Mirsster Imran Khan tharked
Turkish  President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and lran's
suprema  leader  Ayatoflah
Khamenai  for  =peaking
sgainst the oppression and
massacre of Muslims in India
and occupied Kashmir by the
Hindu supremecist Modi
regime.

Governor Sindh says best measures in
place amid coronavirus threat

KARACHI: Governor Sindh
Imran !smed on Tuesday the
government of Palstan has
placed concrete measuras
amid comnavinus threat, ARY
Maws reported

Spesking to journalists in

Karachi, here todgy, Govemor
Imran |smail ssured people
not ko get worried as the gov-
armment of Pakislan has made
best arangements to deal
wilh thi: eoronavirus thieal
Raplying to & question, the

governor said no contact with
the Sindh government has
been eslabished yel, bul he s
in contact with the faderal gov-
emment,

Read mone: Cofenavius
outbresk: Sindh officials rec-

ommend longer shuldown of
schoals

He sald provincial gover.
ments are taking precaution-
&y measures on their pwn. He
sai Pakistan Super League
season-5 matches will be hald

according to the schedule
acress fhe couniry

“The ground wil be sani-
tized befare the match,”

Read alsa: Eight new corp-
navirus ceses  surface in
Karachi as tally jumps ta 16 in

‘skistan

Earlierin the day, the Sindh
government has also once
again  ruled out  moving
Pakistan Super League ses-
son five {PSL 5) games out of
WKarachi amid fears of the coro-
NEVINJS.

The Sindh Infarmation
Minister Masir Hussain Shah
hed seid that PSL & matchas
scheduled in Karachi will tzke
placa as per schedule. He hed
=aid that the provincial govern-
mant was taking all necessary
measwes to curth the spraad
of coronavirus  in Sindh
prosinice

Sindh Govt taking all
imperative measures, Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah

KARAGHI MARCH 11
Sindh Minister far
Infarmation, Local

Govemment, Housing & Tawn
Planning, Relgious Affairs,
Forest and ‘Wildlife  Syed
Masir Hussain Shah has said
that the Sindh gowemment
was taking effective and con-
crete stepe to deal with the

nformation Minister said fhat
the crcke! fans should not be
disappointed a5 Sindh
&

Sindh CM calls for calm as coronavirus
cases in province

Karachi:  Sindh Chiaf
Minigtes Murad Ali Shah on
Tuesday urged residents lo
rerain caim and take precay-
tions, even as the number of
i cases in the

had  ensured
that no malch of Pakistan
Super League could be can-

celled due fo  the
Coronavins,
He explained that none of

the new cases of the

Provincial Inforrmation
Minisler said that In this
regand complele dals of the
pesple coming from abread
was being coliecled, He
requested the people nat 1o
panic. The peovincia! Minister
for Information and Local
Govemment expresgad visws
while talking ta he journalisis
on Tuesday. Syed Masir
Hugzain Shah said that no
match of the second phese of
Pakistan Super League was
being cancelled, and all
malches woukd ba played as
scheduled Provincial

C irus had any linkage
with China or Iran. Three
Comonavieus  patients  had
arrived  Tram  London  via
Cubal  through  Emirates
Alrlines, he added. Syed
MMasir Hissain Shah said that
complele  arrangements 10
detect the cases of
Cronovirus hied been made
inclsding screening of the
people coming from abroad
at tha simorts, The provincial
Minister for Information and
Local Gowemment said that
thars was no need to be
afraid of the Cronivirus. We
shauld b logethar

US defence secretary
postpones trip to Pakistan as
coronavirus spreads

WASHINGTON, us
Defence Secretary  Mark
Ezper i postponing  his
upcoming tip to Pakistan,
India and Uzbekistan in order
o help  manage  the
Departmant of Daefenca’s
COTONAVirUs  response, A
deparimen!  spokespenson
said on Tuesday Out of an
abundance of caulion, the
secrefary of defence has
decided to postpane his frav-
el Depariment of Defense
spokesperson Alyssa Farah
said in a statemant, adding
that the trip would ocour &t "
fater date” He was expected to
visd Pakistan later this moath,

as  refalions  betwean

provinge roge b 15, with the
first case oulside Karachi
being canfimad in
Hyderabad.

‘Shah, who was chairing &
mieatng af the: provincial kask
force on COVID1S, was
infoemed that the 14 patients
under lreatment al variows
hospitals after lesting positive
&re Bl recovering, according
to information released by the
Chiaf Minister's Office.

The mesting was teld fhat
samples of & further two sus-
pacied petients have been
sent for testing and their
rasults are awaited

QOut of the total 15 cases
detected in Sindh so far, one
patient was discharged after
making a full recavery. A sec-
ond “high risk” 67-year-ald
pabenl has also recovensd
and lesled negative on
Tuesdey; he will be fested
again tomarmow &nd is likely
1o be discharged from hospi-
i, the mesting was 1oid,

Officials revesled dusing
the meeting that a total of 162
tests have sa far been camed
cutin Sindh out of which 147
came oul negalive and 18
were posdive Chiel Minister
Shah noted that all of the
cases to have emerged in the
province 20 far have bean
“imgarted” L mears we will
have 1o be mare caulious in
checking the passengers
caming from Iran,
Adghanstan, taly and such
other countries. & the srpor
and the if amy.

and

have sean significant improve-
ment after former played a sig-
nificant rode in brokering the
fandmark LiS-Talian deal kas!
monlh LS defence secrelacy
Bkaly bo visit Pakistan lates this
monthThe deal has envisaged
& host of measures — inclug-
ing release of thousands of
priscners by both sides of tha
«conflict, infra-Afghan dialogua
and firm guarantees by the
Taliban not bo aliow the Alghan
6il 1o be used by terrorist
groups. Sources  familiar with
the development said that
Afghanistan would have cer-
tainly dominated the discus-
SIS,

must be quarantined Fhere
instead of bringing [them] 1o
Ihe city,” he said, according to
B statement (ssuad by his
office.Shah said the govem-
ment wil speed up ils efiorts
o control the virus from
spreadng further*Nobody In
Singh nesds to wory. By the
biessing of Allah the situation
ts under control,” he added,
urging Ihe public 1o Gike all
nacessary precautions 1o pre-
vent infectians.

It was pointed out dunng
the meeling thal 167 pilgrms
wha returned fram fran wére
In guarantine &t their homes,

The chef  minister
chzarved that around 4,000

passangars |and at Karachi
alpaort every day, herelore
amrangements  for  their
soreaning must be mads foal-
proof. He diracted Ihe chief
secretary b fak o the federal
government and reguest it to
make guarantine amrange-
mants al the airport for sus-
pecled cases of comonavins.

°| went none of tha pas-
sengers with pneumonia or
eonag symploms (o) be
brought eut of the airpart and
expose himibes 1o others,” he
aaid, according to the press
release.

The chiaf secratary toid
Shah that he was doubling
the health cepatment staff
posted at the aipaort so that
every incoming passenger
could be checked propery.

The meefing decided th

a heallh education and
screening desk will be estab-
lshed at the immigration
counters @t Karechi airport.

The World Health
Organisation will also provide
spacial training to  health
departmant officzals and doc-
fors and pararmadical staff,

PSL malches in Karachi lo
be held &s schaduled

Curing the meefing, Chigl
Minsster  Sheh  announced
that the Pakistan Super
League 2020 matches sched-
uled to be held in Karachi,
sterting from March 12, will
goahead as scheduled

He directed the chief sec-
ratary end police chief to
make necessary amange-
marts in this regard, incled-
Ing tssuing an advisary for the

ctatars.

Shah also directed provin-
cial minster Syed Nasir
Hussain Snah and Karachi
Commissicnar Htikhar
Shabwani to hold a meating
with PCE authorities and dis-
cuss all pracautionary meas-
ures. Ha asked them o mstall
hand wash and sanitiser
boxes at the stadium and
advise paople with freved his-
tory of Iran nat to visd the sta-

rise
dium,

Meanwhile, Sindh Minister
for Information Nass Shah
also canfirmed  that PSL
maiches will be held as
scheduled in Karachi

Speaking o reporters after
a meeting held to review
preparations for the upcorm-
ing malches, he said “all
BTENQEMEnts are complata.”

He =aid fumigatian will ba
carrled out 3 e Mational
Stadium before the match
stars and Ihermal screening
will be done of spectators
upon entry.

"The Sndh govemmant is

ready; matches will take
place s per normal,” he said,
raquasting peaple who have
recardly reurnad from fean,
China and Italy to avold com-
ing to the matches.

L

Chick here for Dawn.com's
b updales on (e conon-
avinus

The Pakistan Cricket
Board had earlier said that it
will follow the Sindh govern-
ments directives regarding
fiture PSL matches sched-
uled b ba held in Karachi.

"W will fallow the Singn
government's directives.
However, for now the match-
es arg sfil scheduled far
Karachi," a PCB spokespes-
sun had toid DawnNewsTV.

Health minister proposes
ban an public gatherings

Earlier, as the Iotal rum-
ber of cases in Sindh rose to
15, the Sindh heslth depart-
ment repartedly decided to
suggesl 3 number of meas-
ures o the peovincial task
force in order 1o deal with the
thraal of the vins.

Sindh Minister of Health
and Population Welfare Or
Azra Fazal Pechuho during
an intemal dapartment maat-
ing on Tuesday, acoarding lo
her  media  coordingtar
Mseran Yousuf, decided the
folowing 1 Sindh
Heatth Depariment will be
setting up s own health desk
and scraening at the Karachi,
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A common enemy

THE carnage unieashed by the miftant Islamic State
group In Kabul on Friday is a chiling reminder that this
implacable snemy has much to gain from continuing
chaos in Afghanistan. Around 30 people were killed and
at least 61 wounded when a gathering of Shia Hazaras in
the capital was targeted by gunmen belonging to the ter-
rorist outfit. A trananationsl lsiamist group such as 15
poses a threat to the entire region; i constantly seeks
cross-border allies amongst like-minded violent extrem-
iste in its quest for global dominance. The situation thus
calls for more than the govemment in Kabul and the
Afghan Taliban to find & way lo work logether lallowing
the withdrawal of foreign forces from their country. It
requires that Afghanistan and Pakistan and potentally
Iran, gven the many sectarian attacks carried out by 1S
coordinate: inteligence-gathering and tactical planning,
and perhaps to some extent consider eperational coordi-
nation, If they are to vanguish the lerrorist group.

Moreover, strategic objectives have changed in the cur-
rent political scenario, requiring @ recalibration of (lact)
alllances. The Takban, locked in batlle with Nato and
Afghan security forces and reluctant {0 open up another
front turned a blind eye to TTP militants fleeing military
operations in Pakistan’s tribal areas and seeking shelter
inside Afghanistan. Simiarty, the Afghan government, not
to mention the US, did the same to gan keverage agains!

Sara Kamal

VIOLENCE against womean
In Pakistan is both a crime
and a sacially accepted
norm. Whie wa have laws
thal pratect wamen from vio-
lence, the state has absolved

Violence against women

behave well for & few days,
before going back 1o his old
ways. Similarly, in response
to daily reports of brutality
against women and abysmal
gender equality indicators,
our stale authorifies wil take
cerain measures parodical-
ly. There is widespread ret-
oric about the integral role of

itsslf of the o
enforce these laws. This
means that wamen have an
i i rela-

waomen inthe aof
a nation; laws seeking 1o pro-
tect women are enacted;
entire within the

tionship with the siate: with
one hand the state gwes
waomen rights in the form of
constitutional  guarantees,
intarnational treaty commit-
ments and SaMe progressve
legislation; with the other it
takes away these nights by
refusing to implement these
laws or take measures to cre-
ate the conditions under
which these rghts can be
realised

The guarantee of formal
equalily and the otstinate
refusal o grant substantive
equality mirors the behav-
lour of an abusive spouse
wiho somehow Convinees you
that you need him even as he
abuses you. When he sus-
pects that you are aboul fo
leave him, he promises 10
change and may even

govemment are set up exclu-
sively devoted to the devel
opment of women. When it
comes to effectively protect-
ing women against vickence
rogted in patriarchy, however,
these same state authorities
become either apathetic or
complicit.

This is not to say that formal
equality is insignificant. It is
crucial in a contexd where
social and culttural noms rek
egate women to subsansent
roles and render them Fighly
wulnerable. |t s valuable par-
ticularly in view of the fact
that there was a fime in
Pakistan's history when dis-
crimination egainst women
was official state policy,
During Gen Ziaul Hag's era,
the state pursued an actve
agenda to preserve the sub-

servient stalus of women,
This period saw the enforca-
ment of discrminatory pofi-
cies and the imprisanment of
woman  under  Hudood
laws Jia's overt discrimina-
tion against women depend-
ad on conflzting the suppras-
sion of worman with tenets of
Islam, and the portrayal of
demands of gender aquality
as anti-religious, This nsidi-
ous di i ta

policy. Irstead, the last few
dacades have seen a slow of
policies and programmes
aimad to prevant violence
apainsl women.

In 1885, Pakistan became a3
party to the Beijing Platform
for Action, thereby commit-
ting to a range of policy
measures o and all forms of
discrimination &gainst
‘wormen. some years later, the
Mational Ci isgion on the

impede the movement for
gendes equality long afier Zia
is gone, and even afier some
of the pemicious laws
passed under his tme have

Status of Waman was =at up
to  monitor  the state’s
response to the progress of
‘women. To respond to wio-
lence against women, ihe
the

been chipped
awsy, The assoclation of
aqual citizenship of women
with an “enfi-lslam’ agenda
continues  to  haunt  the
women's mavement. The
fact that teday the siogan
‘mera jism, mer marzi s
deemed an insult to the ref-
gious and cultural valuss of
the country is, In part, & result
of Zia's legacy

Thanl(s In farge part to the
women's  movement  gal-
vanised during 2ia’s era, as
well &8s a powerful global
movement  for  women's
rights, subsequent govem-
ments have not pursued an
overlly misogynistic  state

establishment of women
police stations, A number of
initiatives to provide shelter
and safe ac dation for

wamen. Maither budget nar
personnel are allocated 1o
enfarce laws intended to pro-
tect women. There is impuri-
ty fer law-enforcemant
authorities  refusing to pre-
wenl and punish crimes
apainet womsn.Zia’s overt
discrimination agamst
wormen dependad on confiat-
ing the suppression of
wormen with tenets of Islam,

menls have not pursued an
overlly misogynistic state
policy. Instead, the last few
decadas have seen a slew of
policies and  programmes
aimad to prevent viclence
against wornen,

In 1995, Pakistan became a
party to the Baijing Platierm
for Action, theraby cormmi-
ting to & range of policy
measures to end all forms of

and the porrayal of demands
of gender equality as anti-
religious. This insidious dis-
coursa continues to impede
the movement for gender
equality long after Zia is
gone. and even after soma of
the pemicious laws pessed
under his time heve been
substantiafy chipped =wey

women were miled out crisis
centres, safe housas and
working  women  hostels.
Recent years have also seen
the enaciment of progressive
laws to protect and punish
violence  against women,
Including laws prohibiting
domesiic viclence and saxu-
al harassment in the work-
place. The execution of these:
laws and polides, however,
belies the complele bck of
interest of the state to
respond o violence against

The of equal citi-
zenship of wamen with an
“anti-tslam’ agenda confin-
ues 1o haunt the women's
movement The fact that
teday the slogan ‘mera jism,
meri marzi’ is deemed an
insulf o the religiows and cul-
tural vahues of the country is,
In part, a result of Zla's lega-
cy Thanlis in large part ta the
women's  movement  gal-
vanised during Zfa’s era, as
well as a powerful global
movement  for  women's
rights, subseguent goven-

agaimst
‘women. some years later, the
National Commission on the
Etatus of Women was sst up
to  monitor the state’s
response fo the progress of
women. To respond to wvio-
lence against women, the
government proposed the
establishment of women
police stations. A number of
initistives to provide shelter
&and safe accommodation for
and safe accommodation for
‘women were ralled out crisis
centres, safe houses and
warking  wemen  hosteds,
Recent years have also seen
the enactment of progressive
laws to protect and punish
violence  againsl  women,
Including taws prohibiting
domestic violence and sexu-
al harassment in the work-
place.
Courtesy. PO

Meor ul ain Ansar

Pakistan. When |5

its to

it easily found recruits from within the increasingly radi-
cafised local population, and became a direct threat to

Itis true that as
someone said true aboul
the human nature that
i is innar feeling

the Taliban's largely
ing 1o the same

by

The Taliban even lost to the 1S5 some of its more hardline
fighters wha ware violently opposed to talks with the US
and influenced by the terrorist cutfit's pan-lslamist ambi-
tions. Pakistani militants, however mostly former T TP
elements comprise the largest component, with Central

Asians making up the rest.

and price-less, money

cannot buy this asset of
life so in other words it
may be concluded that
engaging with lot of people
cannat helpful for releas-
Ing stress

As we compare our life

Changing pace of life

then past or with our grand
heritage so we can easily
sble to see lot of differ-
ances in the past into the
present which proved thal
the life s not consistent,
this technological world
has totally change the pat-
tern of life.

Furthermora, In the past
we had no smart phones
but we communicate each
other, we have no gaming
zones bul we play we have
no lalest technology in our

home but we stay at peace
we have nuclear family
aystem but we fun we
spent much mare with our
family this indicates as a
main pltlar of togetherness
as one of the best solu-
fiens to reduce stress from
our life,

You get what you work for
not what you wish for
‘When we come in the age
of i | life our

rich So we started change
our priarities 1o change
our daily life activities for
to achseve something bet-
tar we started to spend
mare time al working we
have less time to spend
with our family whal we
want on the other hand we
automatically starting to
losing  what we have
because we fake these

molo of life to earn and o
be successiul and become

ings for granted as
we thoughi this is not whal
we: want 50 al some poinl

when we got things as per
our  planning  then we
realised what we lost is
price-less so these regrats
crirating stress in our life
and ruin our happiness of
past in developing new
present

Spending time with your
family yeur loved once aa
important  as  earring
money because we need
them

These are the actual peo-
ple we can't ablie to live

happily without them Maoral
Life s all aboul balancing
things in begin sach day
with the part of living &
well-balanced life is iearn-
ing how fo deal with your
dally routine time manage-
mant |s most imgortant pil-
lar of balancing new days
new challenges deal with
them with positivity.

KARACHI: The vibrant
festival of Holl was celebrat-
ad in pockets of the metrop-
olis on Monday, bringing
young and old alike together
in the fastivities

The majority of Hindus liv-
ing.in the older parts of the
clly celebraled the religious
haliday in their neighbour-
hoads, showering colours

across  aras  including
Seetal Das Compound,
Wavri an Wajhara

Compound in Moosa Lane,
Club Compound near Kakri
Ground, Baghdadi, Kumihar
Wara. Kamal Gali, Saifi
Lane, Swaml Marayan
Temple and other kcalities
“This is a festival of love
and triumph,” asserted Dr
Jaipal Chhabria, a political
achivist. "It is the festival of
farmers and of the business
commienity, who celebrate it
as the baginning of their new
seasons,” he added.
Aceoeding to Or Chhabra,
any of hig friends and rela-
tives had decided to cale-
brate the festval with sim-
plicity. “This is because of
the praveiling situation in
India,* he axplainad
“However, our friends and
colleagues from other com-

munifies have sbll sent us
warm wishes,” he said,
adding that many poditical
leaders had also felizitated
the Hindu community on the
occasion, sending gifts for
the annual holiday.

“We wanted to celebrate
Holl In an open ground al
first,” staled Mohan Lal, a
member of the Maheshwari
community. “But our Muslim
brothers in india are being
tortured, sa we cancelled the
evant”

Speaking o The Express
Tribune, he too said that the
festival was being celebrated
‘with lave and affection, with-
oul being overshadowed by
class or skin colour

Sunita Rathore, another
activist present at the festivi-
ties at Swami  Narayan
Tempie, said her family,
friends and  collesgues
sharad their success and
love on the occasion without
any discrimination, “This |5 a
moment of happiness. The
festival of love has no reli-
glon, no colour,”

Recalling childhood meam-
ories of Holi In her village,
Rathore said that though the
past celebrations were won-
derful memaries, she now

undemt Ihe true meaning
of the festival, The majority of
Hindus living in the older

Rizvia res
ation co

KARACHI. The rescue
operation fallowing the col-
lapsa of a five-sharay buikding
in Rizvia Socity wes complet-
ed on Sunday nght, while the
building cwner, Muhammad
Javed Khan, has still not been
arrested, As many as 27 bod-
ies and several injured per
sons had been found during
the faur-day rescus aperation.

The building had collapsed
on Thursday, desiroying two
cars and |leaving the adioining
building bant, leading i fears
thal it too may collapse.
Saveral parts of a third building
also coftapsed, while & fourth
building was declared 'danger-
ous' by the authonities, One of
the buildings was vacated afler

- = L
cue oper-
ncludes

wvaliables? they asked.

O of them explained that
they had come 1o try 1o search
for important  doguments
burled in the nisble; however,
he said, the authonties were
not permitting them to go near
the building.

Residents accused Khan of
constructing three additional
rooms on the rooftop of the
building, claiming that the
exira burden on the building
had led to the incident. They
also demanded that the gov-
emment to compensate for
iheir koss so that they can build
their houses again

The pokce, meanwhile,
claimed that effors were being
riade o arest Khan, adding

parts of the city
the religious holiday in their
neighbourhoods, showering
coloure across araas inclug-
ing Seatal Das Compound,
Wavri an ‘Wajhara
Compound in Moosa Lane,
Club Compaund near Kakri
Ground, Baghdadi, Kumbhar
Wara, Kamal Gali, Saili
Lane, Swami Narayan
Temple and cther localities.

“This is & festival of love
and triumph asserted Dr
Jaipal Chhabria, & poliical
aclivist. “It is the festival of
farmers and of the business
communily. who celebrate it
as the beginning of their new
szasons,” he added.

Aceording 1o Or Chhabria,
many of his friends and rela-
tives had decided o cele-
brate the festval with sim-
plicity, “This is because of
the prevailing situalion in
India,” he  explained.
“However, our friends and
colleagues from olber com-
munities have siill sent us
warm wishes,” he said,
adding that many political
leaders had also felicitated
the: Hindu cammunity.

officials dechred thal it was
also at risk of caving .
Rescue operafions wera
carried oul by the police,
Rangers, army, fire depart-
maent. Sindh Buiding Control
Autharity (SCBA) and relief
senices, with the assistance
of area residents After rescue

affecied by the tragedy gath-
ered at e sile, surveying the
rubble that once was their
home. Complaining  that no
povernment oficials had come
to their sk, they expressed
werries aboul haw they would
gef up their residences once
agam. “Whao will compansats
ug for the loss of ives and

teams cleared the area, hose

that he woukd soon be appre-
hended The building had col-
izpsad on Thursday. destoy-
ing two cars and leaving the
adjoining bulkding bent, lead-
ing to fears that i oo may col-
lzpse, Seversl parts of a third
building also collapsed, whike 8
fourth buliding was declaned

roads thal have besn con-
structed on the track of the
Karachi Circular Railway
(KCR), the KCR review com-
mittee was Informad during
a meeting on Monday.

Sindh Chief Secretary
Syed Mumiaz All Shah, pre-
siding over the mesting,
constituted & survey commit-
tee for the construction of
underpasses and flyovers o
clear the KCR route and
instructed the officiels to
submil a report after com-
plating the survay by March
20.He further directed the
refevant officiale to install
fences on both sides of the
wrack  following Pakistan
Raeilway's Right of Way.
Moreover, he asked the
fransport secretary 1o ssue
a terder for the installation
of fences within three days
and present a raport.

He apprsed the mesting
that the was

by the
Cne of the buildings wae
vacaled after officials declared
ihat it was also at risk of caving
inRescue operations  were
carmied out by the police,
Rangers. amny, fire depart-
ment, Sindh Bullding Control
Authority (SCBA) and reliaf
sarvices, with the assistance
of area residents

planning to operate busss
fram stafions o markets in
order 1o connect the city's
commercial centres to the
stations,  which  would
encourage pecple to take
the circular railway as they
commuled  around  the
metropolis.

Shah also ordered the

24 new und

Muhammad
launch  a

chairman,

Wasesm, to

scheme next year for the
improvement of mad infra-
structure in the i

erpasses, flyovers
needed to clear KCR routes

KARACHI: Az many as 24 planning and develcpment transport secretary to issue
underpasses and flyovers
must be built to bypass the

a tender for the installation
of fences within three days

and prasent a report,
He apprisad the meeting
that the i was

of the KCR stations
Meanwhile,  Rallways
divisional  superintendant
Ahmed Meman told the
meeting that the KCR sta-
tions at  Federal Urdu
University of Arts and
Seiences and University of
Karachi were slill
encroached, st which the
whief secretary asked fhe

planning te cperate buses
from stabons to markets in
order to connect the city's
commercial centres 1o the
slations,  which  would
encourage people to fake
the circular railwey as thay
commuted  around  the
metropolis.

Shah also ordered the
planning and development

Karachl Comimis-
sioner  to  remove  the
encroachments.

Shah called the next KCR
review maating on March 20,
Instructing the relevant offi-
ciale to submit their respec-
tive progress reports Sindh
Chie!  Secretary  Syed
Mumtaz Ali Shah, prasiding
over the meeting, consfitul-
ed a survey commities for
the construction of under-
passes and fyovers to clear
the KCR route and instruct-
ed the officials to submit a
report afler completing the
survay by March 20.

He further directed the
relevant officizls 1o install
fances on both sides of the
rack following Pakistan
Railway's Right of Way.
Mareover, he asked the

Waseamn, to launch a
schema rext year for the
improvement of road infra-
sirusctura in the surcundings
of the KGR stations

Meanwhile, Railways
divisional  superintendent
Ahmed Memon told the
meeting that the KCR sta-
tions al Federal Urdu
University of Ars  and
Sciences and Universily of
Karachl were still
encroached, &t which the
chief secrefary asked the
Karachi additional commis-
signer to  remove  the
encroachments

Shah calied the next KCR
review meeting on March 20,
instructing the relevant offi-
cials to submit their respac-
tive progress reports.




Karachi: Ghazi Salah Ul Dm Proiesaur NmarAhmed Zac Pru!essw Tus Ahmed
Khan, |khlizgq Ahmed and athers are

Entertainment Sports and Technology

International Storles witten by Zatar Cureshi al pmess club Karachi.

President Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Inclus1ry (KCCIJ Agha Shahab

Ahmed Khan presenting crest to Chairman Sindh Revenue Board Khalid
Mehmood during his visit to KCCl on Tuesday. Chairman Businessmen
Group & Former President KCCI Siraj Kassam Teli, General Secretary BMG
AQ Khalil, Senior Vice President KCCI Arshad |slam, Chairman GST/ SRB
Subcammittee Shakeel ur Rehman, Former President Khalid Firoz, Advisor
SRE Muzhtag Kazmi, Member SRE Magsood Jahangir and Former Senior
Vice President KCC| lbrahim Kasumbi are also seen in the picture.

Ban imposed on marriage halls,
lawns, banquets, piyala hotels

KARACHI MARCH 11:
The Government of Singh,
in exarcisa of the puwsrs

conferred under Section
144 {&) CrPC has imposed
complete ban on the mar-

riage halls, lawns, ban-
quets, plyata hotels and tea
stalls functioning after 23:15

hiours iMidnight) and ban on
use of firewarks during mar-
riage ceremony for

improved safety to public life
& property for a penod of
ninety (90} days. with imma-
diate efiect, within the tem-
toral limits of Hyderabad
Dristrict

In pursuance of
Section 195 (1) (s} CrPC,
the 5.HOs of concemed
Police Station has suthor-
Ized to register the com-
plaints under Section 188
PPC in writing far the viala-
tion of Section 144 CrRC
aganst the violater of thie
Notffication.

Raafay Israr’s latest
music video and
soundtrack ‘Wajah kia
thi” creates a buzz!

Karachi, March 11,
2020 Pakistani rising star
Raafay lsrar, knewn for his
succesaful debut single
'SAJINI and his spectacu-
lar live performances all
over the country, has come:
out with @ beautiful track

"Wajah kia thi'.

The song is sung and
compaosed by Raafay him-
sell. The video festures
MNeor Hassan and Azeekah
Danial, It has been direct-
ed by Syed Ramish and
produced by  Mahnoor
Sheikh. This video has a
wary basic concept based
on our seciety's reality It
focuses on how status,
casle, parents’ choices,
#g0s, et ane oflen respon-
sible for wrong decislons
for life-pariners. He has
dedicated this song to all
his fans who have been in
a similar situation at some
point in their life.”

Says lsrar, | usuvally
plan & song and then the
lyrics sfart fo come natu-
rally to me, but this song
was unplanned Wajah kia
thiis & completely different

song from what | have
ever done before.” A sad,
mellow song. it has bean
garnenng amazing
response all over media.
He adds, "This song holds
& very special place in my
heart because | usually
compose (e song first and

then make my friends and
fans hear it. This time pea-
ple heard it live on the gui-
tar when a few months ago
while waiting somewhare |
was humming and strum-
ming this song, not realiz-
ing that people arcund me
stopped by to hear it. They
immediately told me that
this should be my next
song, so that's when |
decided 1o work on It and
began to compose 1!

It may be noled that
IsFar is a singer, song-
writer and performar who
launched his career in
April 2018, with the hit
song Sajni. He began
singing and learned the
guitar at a very young age
and started performing in
his schoal shows where he
was mentored by the keg-
endary Benjamin Sisters.

NBP pledges to
empower more women
for a stronger nation

Kerachi: An increase in
participation of female
work force in a holistic
envirpnment  in  which
women can translate their
ideas will contributa to

- - higher growin,'
HBL PSL 5 matches in Karachi to go |3&-x20" 5

ahead as scheduled amid
coronavirus fears

Sindh's Infarmation
Minster  Maslr  Hussaln
Shah, after a high profile
mesting on Tuesday, con-
firmad that the Habi Bank
Limited (HEL) Pakistan

Super League (PSL) sea-
son five matches will be
hosted in Karach: as sched-

uled amid fears of the

not fatal and that adequate
measures had been faken
inorder to conduct the
matches in a safe environ-

ment.
“The HBEL PSL matches

will confinue as scheduled.
Our preparations &re com-
plete. We are ready as far

Cricket Board's (PCB)'s
Director Intemational
Cricket Operations  Zakir
Khan daimed that a fnal
decigion will b2 made based
on the recommendations of
the officials in the Sindh
govemment.

“We are in constant con-
tact with the provindal gov-
ernment in Sindn. We have
not thought about changing
the venue yel We wil
dacide on the crowd accond-

HRMG, while addressing a
large gathering of female
employees at the Women's
Day Celebralion at the
NEP Head Office Al the

onset of the celebration,
Ms. Asma Shaikh conduct-
ed an ive session

CEO, GCircle Waman
Association, graced the
occasion as the Chief
Guest, she encoursged
the paricipants with her
motivational speech and
urged them not to under-
estimate themselves,
women need to be more
couragecus and stay in the
game. She further said
that when women are

givan the rights, the skills
and the opporlunities 1o

succeed, it creates a pow-
erful ripple effect. Itis also
wery i that women

ing fo the
of the officials of the Sindh
government. We are hopeful
that the Bangladesh team
will four Pakistan gs sched-
uled,” Zakir said, “Initially
the cases of coronavirus
were reported in Karachi

a5 health are

spread of the in
the city afier two more
cases of coranavirus were
reported in  Karachi this
week, which raised the
number to 15 in Sindh out of
12 reported cases in fhe
enfine country.

Shah, however, was
adamant Ihat the virs was

Furnigation will
take piace in and around the
stadium, We would advise
caution for foreigners. The
virus is not very dangerous
It is the fans decision if they
want fo come to the ground
W will alsa conduct ther-
mal screening,” Shah said.

Mearmhile the Pakistan

and L We  still
hosted matches In
Rawalpindl. Many countries
are holding matches without
crowds. We will aiso take a
look at the situation in
Karachi We will work along
the guidelines of the Sindh
govemnment. Changing the
venues In Karachi Is cur-
rendly rot part of our plan®

Haris Rauf returns to Lahore
Qalandars’ squad

Pacer Hans Rauf has
returned o Lahore
Galandars’ squad for the
ongaing Habib Bank Limited
[HBL) Pakistan  Super
League (PSL) 2020 afer

ne:gf,‘ "'{
1

being decared fit
anmounced today

Haris s available for
selection for Oalandars’
match against Peshawar
Zalmi at Lahore's Gaddaf

it was

Stadium on Tuesday He
was rested after the first two
matches as he expenencad
pain in his right hesl and
was replaced by bowlar
Saiman Irshad, who leaves
the side following Harlg
comeback,

The 26-year-old's retum
to the Qalandars' side wes
approved by the event's
technical commitiee which
includes PCB CEOQ Wasim
Khan, Bazid Khan, Marina
Igoal, Sameer Khosa and Or
Sohail Saleem

in_ which cha asked the
parlicipants to speak up
about their challenges and
share their success stories
with others. She encour-
aged all the famales to
lzarn to express, write and
think no maiter in whatav-
er slage they are In their
careers. Working women
in Pakistan feel they face a
number of challenges o
make thelr voice heard In
business environments,
The two key chalienges
often identified by wormen
in the workplace ars sus-
taining a balief in their own
ability’ and potential, and
having the confidence fo
Pt forward for

raiga their voice, think
through the botllenecks,
and develop the confi-
dence to talk about their
issues. Like on social
media, if you raise your
woica, companies will pay
atiention. We have to build
allles.  networking s
critinetworking i critical.
Speakcal Speak up. falk
to peopls, say yes to
opperunities, have faih in
yourseff Men have lots of
confidenca. women need
to do that too.

Sadaffe Abld wears
many hats she is also an
advocate of digilal inclu-
sion for women, and a

senior positions.

Sadaffe Abid, NBF BoD,

Karachi
Times, Karachi
pleased to design
Syed Zeshan Hashmi
as Bauru chief of
Mirpurkhas, for news
and advertisement
contract to him on
blow mentioned cell
number and email.
Celi#t 03133504846

Daily

Email: zeshan_hashmi@live.com

Inspiring
many to follow in her foot-
staps.

Niger parliamentary friendship
group called on Pakistani Envoy
Ahmed Ali Sirohey

President Pakistan
Miger parkamentary friend-
ship group called on the
Head of Mission

Hon'able Adamou Sabo
Hassan president Pakistan
Niger pariamentary friend-
ship group called on the
head of Mission at
Pakistan embassy. He
warmly welcomed the new
Envoy and assured his full
support to promote broth-
efhood and commerclal
relationship betwean two
countries. He briefed about
the working of group and
e membarship. He furthes
added that members are
taken from across the pany
line by the president of
Parliament. He expected
that the invitation from
speaker national assembly

of Pakistan would be
extended 1o visit Pakistan
He also shawed his con-

concems. He assured that
all possible efforts would

cermn on the serous crimes
committed by Indian gov-
emment against innocent
Muslima in Dethi and ocgu-
pied lerritory of Kashmir
Mr. Ahmed Al Sirohey
appreciated his efforts and

be made to bring two

nations closer in all fields
He tequested conlinuous
support from him and his
group. The president of the
group was president sou-
venir by fhe Head of
Mission.

TDAP’s Consultation with
Exporters for new GSP Scheme
of the UK in Lahore

In wake of
Department
International Trade, UK
(DIT) and Department for
Internatlonal
Development, UK (DFID}
are developing their cwn
scheme for the
Generalized System of
Preferances (GEF) that
will  become effective
from January, 2021 alter
completion of the transi-
tion pericd. Besides that,
the UK |5 also undertak-
ing a review of its current
MFM tariff ragime for its

Brexit,
af

further  rationalization
UK  Governmenl has
sought inputs  from

Pakistan for designing of
the new scheme which
will maintain the cufrant
leval of preferential
access available to
Pakistan under the EU's
GSP/ GSP Plus scheme.
To obtain stakehold-
ers' Inputs, TDAP organ-
ized @& consultative ses-
sien with concamed trade
bodies and exporlers
today at Pakistan Hnmery
Manufacturers
Exporters Assnmannn
(PHMA)Office Lahore 1o

b tween UK and
Pakistan, and to address
any issues being faced
by the Pakistan side
under the current EU-
GSP scheme. Mr. Kamal
Shahryar. Adviser on
GSP Plus, gave a pres-
entation  and  sought
inputs from stake heldrs.

During the consulta-
tive session  specific
areas relating to the GSP

possible  avenues for
trade and lechnical assis-
tance with the UK were
discussed. Sepcial
emphasis was lald on the
importance of Rules of
Origin and the fack of
understanding that is
presenl on the industy's
part, It wae recommand-
ed that separate sessions
for Rules of Origin (ROO)
may De conductad by

regime and MFN tariffs
as well as avenues for
improving overall trade
and cooperation between
the UK and Pakistan

were  coversd. This
included broad parame-
fers for the new GSP
scheme and MFN tarlff

saek prop. for mak-
ing the new UK GESP
scheme more user friend-
Iy, Improving trade

. origin
certification system and
rules of nrlgm standards
and and

TDAP. Some of the major
expofiers like us
Apparel, Azguard 8,
Servis, Master Textile
elc. altended the ses-
slon. TOAP is planning to
hold similar consuftative
sessions with trade bod-
Ies and exporiers during
this week on 10th, and
11th March, 2020 at
Faisalahad and Sialkot,

Special steps should be taken to recover
the property tax: Mukesh kumar chawla

KARACHI MARCH 11
A mesting on property tax
chalred by the Minister for
Excise and Taxation &
Narcotics Caontral  and
Barllamentary Affairs
Mukesh Kumar Chawla
was held in his office. The
meeling was also attend-
ed by Secrelary Excise
and Taxation & Narcotics
Gontrel  Abdel  Haleem
Shelkh, Director General
Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui,
Direclor Taxes and other
officers.

Briafing the meeting.
Director General Excise
and Taxation & MNarcolics
Centrel  Shoaib Ahmed
Siddiqui said that in term
ol property tax, Rs
1637.558 million from
Karachi, Rs 68707 million
from Hyderabad and Rs
31678 million  from
Sukkur were recovered
He further informed that

Rs 19.350 million
Larkana, Rs 8.653 million
fram Shaheed Benazir
Abad and Rs § 060 million

fram Mirpur Khas ware
recoverad, Directar
General Shoaib Ahmed
Siddigui said that so far in
the current financial yaar,
Rs. 1771.004 million had
been collected in the
realm of property
tax.Curing the same peri-
od in the previous finan-
cial year. Rs.1671.042
millions were collected

Addressing the meet-
ing, the provincial minis-
ter  for  Excise and
&  Marcotics

Taxation

Control and Parliamentary
Affairs said that the offi-
cers would have to wark
hard to achieve the goals
of property fax, asking
them to launch a special
campaign to collect prop-
erty tax. He said that offi-
cers who were not show-
ing Interest in achieving
their tax targets would be
taken 1o task.

investigation launched in emblezment of
funds in sindh house islamabad

KARACH! MARCH 11
Sindh Anti-Corription
Department has launched
an investigation into the
akeged emblements of
developmant funds and
mega comuptien in Sindh
House [slamabad Staff
Colony. According to details,
the  complaints  ware
racalved regaumng ernhle-
ments /

Colony  Sindh  House
Islamabad Howevar,
provingial building division
Works  Karachi  officials
usurped  all the money
through fake bills and
wouchers and not a single
rupee was spent on devel-
opment works. The inquiry
was orderad by Provincial
Ministar for Anti-Cormuption

devalopment funds allul::at—
ed for Singh House
Islamabad Staff Colony. It is
pertinent to mention that
from the year 2015 1o 2019
20. 13 crore B2 kakh 45
thousand and TO0 rupees
wefa releagad for the devel-
opment works of Staff

Jam Dhariju on
complaints of corruption in
the aforemantionad proj-
ect Anti-Corruption  Sindh
Department, following the
orders of the Sindh ministar
for  Anti-Corruption,  has
launched an investigations
against the officers of
Provincial Buliding Division

Works Karachi
Dauch,  Chief
Arshad Al Bhutto
Superintandent Engineer,
Muhammad Ageel Assistant

Akhler AR
Engineer,

Engineer Sindh House,
Akhtar Chaudhry
Accountant  Clerk, Tarig

Azed Contractor and other
officers have been involved
in the alleged scam.
Meanwhile Pravincial
Minister for Industries and
Commarce & Cooparatve
Department  &nd  Anti-
Corruption Jam Ikramullah
[rharajo has sald in a state-
ment that no officer invelved
i corruption will be fargven
and efforts are being made
to establish a corruption
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coronavirus outbreak: Oil prices jump 8pc
after biggest one-day fall since 1991

London: O prices bounced back
8% an Tuesday from the biggest
one-day rout in neary 30 years, 2
investors ayed the possibilty of eco-
pomic stimulus despite 3 price war
between top producers Saudi Arsbia
and Rusaa.

US President Donald Trumg on
Maonday said he will b taking ‘major’
steps o gird the US economy
against the impact of the spreading
coronairus outhreak and wil dis-
cues @ payrall tex cut with congras-
sional Republicans on Tuesday.

Brent crude futures rose 52.51, or
7.3pc, to 33687 a bamel by 0418
GMT, while US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude gained
$2.15, of 5.9pc, to $33.28 a barrel,

Both benchmarks plungsd 25pc
on Monday, dropping 10 their lowest
since February 2018 and recording
their biggest one-day percentage
daclines since Jan 17, 1881, whan ail
prices fefl at the outset of the US Guif
War Trading volumes in tha fron-
month for both contracts hit record
highs in the previowus session alter a
threa-year pact between  Saudi
Arabis and Russia and other major
ol producars to limit supply fall apar
on Friday."In times of turmail, nathing
is more important in restoring confi-
dence than the govermment appear-
ing calm and In controd of the situa-
tion, how tenucus that confrol may
be.” said Jeffrey Halley. senior mar-
kel analyst al broker CANDA in a
note.

Asian shares bounced and bond
yelds tose from historic lows as
speculation of coordinated stimulus
from glebal central banks and gov-
emments calmed panic sedlling.

Santiment was also lifled after
Chinese President X Jinping visited
\Wuhan, the epicenter of the coron-

avius oulbresk, for the first time
=ince the epidemic began, and as the
spread of the vines in mainland China
sharply slows

Ching, the world's sacond largest
il consumer, i trying o get people
in hard-hit Hubel province back fo
work by using a mobile phene-based
monitoring system that will aiow
people to travel within the province

Crude was also supported by
hopes for a sefliement and potential
US output cuts, although gains could

be tamparary as ol demand contin-
wea to be hit by the economic impact
of the coronavinus outbresk, analysts
said,

*Oif's rally fight now will likely ba

short-lived as the drivers for both the
supply and demand side will remain
bearish for naw,” said Edward Moys,
senior market analyst at DANDA,

Saudi Arabia plans bo boost ifs
crude output sbove 10 million barrels
per day (bpd) In April from 8.7 milllion
bpd in recent months, and has
slashed its expori prices fo encour-
age refiners 1o buy more

Russia, one of the workd's fop pro-
ducers alongside Saldi Arabia and
the United Ststes, also said it could
Iift cutput and that it could cope with
low oll prices for six (o 10 years

US shale producers rushed fo

deepen spending cuts and could
reduce production after OPEC's
decigion to pump full bore inte a glob-
al market hit by shrinking demand
due to the coronavirus outbreak.

“When you look at the leverage
the industry is in, at prices of around
530, it's not profitable” said
Jonathan Barratt chief investment
officer Probis Group.

“Saudia and other Middle Eastam
producers have iher budgetary con-
straints, Russia is starved for cash
and the breakeven for [ ] shale has
to be arcund $50 a barel. So the
dynamics of ail those put together
will mean they will come to an agree-
ment somewhere.”

On the demand side, the
International Energy Agency said oil
demand was $21 to contract in 2020
for the first time since 2009.

Saudi Arabia slashed its official
saling prices and made plans to
ramp up crude outpui next month
after Russa balked at making 3 fur-
ther sieap output cut proposed by the
Organization of Petreleum Exporling
Countries {Opec) 1o stabiise ol
merets Brent crude futures were
down 51181, o 26pc, at 33346 a
barrsl by 0G50 GMT afler eardier
dropping to $31.02, their lowest
since Februsry 12, 2018, Brent
futures are on track for their biggest
daily decline sinca January 17, 1881,
when prices dropped al the stan of
the first Gull War, as the markel had
been expecting the war for months.

PML-N leadership demands Shehbaz
Sharif's return from London

Lahaore: The PML-N leadership on
Tuesdsy demanded the return of
party president and Leader of the
Oppasition in the National Assembly
Shehbaz Sharf from London,
where he has been since
November 2018,

The demand was made by
Mohsin Shahnawaz Ranjha during a
meefing of PML-Ns padismentary
party and was backed by the leager-
ship. Shehbaz had left for London
|ast year, along with PRML-N supramo
and his older brother Nawaz Sharif,
who was seeking medical treatment

in the mesting today. Senator Fir
Sabir Shah complained that the party
had “suffered damage by putting
behind he stance of the supremo
(Mawaz Sharif|".

He said that PML-N should have
“taken advantage of PTV's poor per-
farmance, adding that the pary's
performance in the parliamant had
disappainted the people. He went on
to wam that if the party did not stick
to Mawaz's stance, Il would lose the
suppaort of the massss,

Shah criticised fhat only leaders
from Punjab were Included in PML-
N's decision-making, He demanded
thal the parly should give represen-
tation to keaders from provinces othar
than Punjab in its decsicn-making
process “even If it is only symbolic”,

PML-N leader Javed Laiif also
spoke during the meefing and said
that the party leadershig should con-
sult more members before making

decisions. He insisted that the party
shauld tske practical steps as "ftar-
gels cannot be achieved by talking®,
He urged the party leadership to

provide justice. The parly agreed thal
Mewas should stay in Landon unt® ha
gets bedter

Similarty, the char only allowed

"move fcmsru and prepare |he parly
for protest” Latf also predicted that
the party will have to face tough criti-
cism 88 it had "made = mistaks
which would be realised in times to
come”. He did not specity the “mis-
take” he was raferring to. PML-M con-
demns govl pobciesin a press
release regarding the issues dis-
cussed duning the meeling, PML-N
citicised the government policies,
aaying that the slarming loss at the
Pakistan Stock Exchange in one day
was a first in histary and “sounded an
alarm for economic disaster”.The
party aiso condemned the aftack on
Nawars physician Dr Adnan Khan
and hoped thal London police will

women 18 per cent of the fotal pariia-
mentary time allocated to debates,
according 1o a repart refeased by the
Trust for Democratic Education and
Accountabdty-Free and Fair Election
Netwaork {TDEA-FAFEN),

The percentage of women's unad-
dressed agendz in Ihe Mational
Assembly. recorded at 38 per cent,
was higher than the percentage of
their unaddressed agenda in the
Senate. recarded 10 per cent.

However, the Senale was more
responsive to women-sponsored
aganda The NA's transaction rate —
the percentage of the agenda taken
up during the procsedings — was 62
per cent in case of women-spon-

sored agenda. and 67 per cent in
case of men-sponsored agenda. The
Senate’s ransaction rale was 60 per
cent relaled to women-sponsored
apgenda ard 89 per cent in case of
men-sponsored agenda,

Mest of the agenda sponsored by
wormen, however, was in their private

ifi wheress, go

agenda in parliament continues io be

f| men-dominaled becausa of low rep-

resentation of women In the execu-
tive.

Men members of the cabinet
accounted for &3 per cant of govern-
ment business, whils women minis-
ters initiated onty 11 per cent of gov-
emment-agenda Mems. Women's
contribution to govemmant business
in the NA was slightly higher (12 per
cent) than their contribution in the
Senate (eight per cent), presumably
due to higher number of women
MHAs among pariamentary secre-
laries Among 36 pakamentary sec-
rataries, thare ara 13 women.

Betwsen March 2019 and
Febnary 2020 almnst all women
mambers pated in the paria-

London: PML-N chigf and Leader of the
Cpposition in National Assembly Shebbaz Sharil
on Tuesday condemned the iteck on Nawaz
Sherifs personal physician DrAdnan Kheno
He said that the nature of the attack showed #
was & "planned and organised incident” and he
claimed that the altack was carried out o cause
“ohistruction in Nawaz Shanf's reatment”,
Shehbaz acded thal a complaint was regsiened
wilh the London police and expressed the hope

that they would bring to Ilght the people

responsible [for the attack] after invessigation,
However, police has not yet made 8 comment
on tha nalure of the attack

PML-N |eaders Shahid Khegan Abbasi and
Anzan |obal have also condemned the altac,
Khan wag cul on his daily walk when he was
altacked by two masked men, Geo News
reperied. According to the repart, he sustained
injuries on his head, face and chest after the twa
men altacked him from behind, punched hem
and hit him with & metal ber. Knan was teken 1o
& haspital.

Khan accompanied Mawaz when he left for
Landan for his treaiment in Navember and has
rernained with the farmer premier snce then

Dr Adnan attacked to obstruct
Nawaz's treatment:Shehbaz Sharif

Ha is the chiel executive of Sharf Medical City
— a medical and educational organsation in
Lahore, executive director of Sharif Medical and
Rasearch Centre, & fellow of ihe World Health
Organisation and a former member of the
Naticnal Steering Committee of the Prime
Ministers Natignal Heatth Programme

Daha has wged “all citizens and residents lo
avoid all b essential travel al this fime.”
“These precaufionary measunes may be subject
\o further updates based on the latest guidance

of the national health authorities and
intarnational organisations an the spread of
Coronavirus, in arder fo ansura the safety of all
residents of he State of Oatar,” it clarified.

The ceuntries include Bangladesh, China,
Egypt. India, iran. |rag, Lebanon, Nepal,
Phiippines. Soulh Korea, Sri Lanka, Syrla and
Thailand A statement by the Arab couniry's
Governmanl Comminication Officer said
decision came in addition fo Catar Airways
suspending flights to and from Italy &5 '&
prevantive measure due 1o the spread of
Coronavirus {COVID-19) worldwide" *The
decision affects & individizals intencing to enter
from these counlries,

Islemabad: An accountsbility court in
Islamabad an Tuesday reserved its decision
on a plea seeking restoration of bank
accounts of Pakistan Peoples Party lawmaker
Faryal Talpur

The court will now announce ils verdicl on
March 20

Aushorities froze Talpur's bank accounts in the
fake bank ascounts case that mvohves alleged
money laundering of billiens thraugh 29
accaunts, which wera faund apened in three
banks — Summii Bank, Sindh Bank and
United Bank Lid,
Tha Fadaral

Court reserves verdict on Faryal
Talpur’s plea seeking restoration of
bank accounts

ECP edjourns Tefpur's disqualification casa till
April 2

Today's heanng

Siressing upon Talpur's knowsadge of iflegal
transactions, the anti-grafi walchdeg's
counsel sald the PPP leaders plea is non-
maintainable and added thal the accounts
were frozen as per law.

However, Telpur's counssd, Farcoq H MNask,
mgintamed thal the bureaw had admilled 1o
freezing the accounts before the inguiry was
finalized. "NMAB has accaptad that the case
initially felf under Faderal Investigation

Agency (FIA) had

Agency's (FIA) domain,” he axplained

mantary proceadings. Oul of the B8
wamen lswmakers — 89 MNAs and
20 Senastors — 87 sponsored agen-
cia andlor parficipated in the house
debates Parliamentary agenda by
waomen MPsDespite being only one-
fifth of the current parkament, women
MPs sponsored almost double the
number of par

named Zardari, Talpw, Omni Group chairman
Anwar Majeed. his sons and over 10 others as
suspects in an interim charge sheet filed in a
banking count In August 2018,

The case was fransfarred to tslamabad after a
Karachi banking caurl accepled the Nafianal
Accountability Bureau (NAB) transfer request
filed hllnvﬂng the Suprams Court judgmant

v agenda as d
the joint gation feam (AIT)
pered o el I GouiBrpans, repart to the hutesu with directions to
igate and fée

US, Russia not to accept ‘Islamic emirate’ in
Afghanistan

WASHINGTON: The United States
and Fussla have agreed o work
together to ensure that the intama-
tional community does not acoept or
suppori the restoration of the
“lstarmiic Emirate of Afghanistan”,

In & joint statament relessed by the
US  Stale  Depariment  in
Washinglon earlier this weekend,
the United States and Russia also
welcomed the Taliban's cormmitmant
to "a political precess and their
prospectve role In a new post-sat-
Hement Afghan Islamec govemmant
as determined by the intra-Afghan
negotiations™ But they ‘reafiimed
that e islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan s not recognised by
the intemnational community and at
the United Nations, and further-
more, the Interational community
will nol accept or support the
restoration of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan”

Cn Saturday, the Taliban issued 8
staternent as well, msisting that it’s
their duty to restorz the “lslamic
government” that existed before US
farces toppled their government in
Kabul in 2001, But they oo avaided
using the term. Islamic Emirate of
Alghanisian American representa-
tives drafted a |oint statement In
Dioha on Feb 28, a day befora sign-
Ing a peace deal with the Taliban,
The deal calts for an intra-Afghan
disglogue to create a new adminis-

trative setup in Kabul and lays down
conditione for the ultimate withdraw-
al of all 14.000 US and Nato troops
from Afghaniztan,

The Taliban, however, insisted that
their leader Mullah Haibatullah was

“the only l=gal ruler of Afghanistan”
and afer the withdrawal of foreign
forces from the country, they were
duty-bound to restore an “lslamic
govemnment” in Afghanistan, a term
also used In the US-Russia joimt
statement The Taliban said the
Doha agreement aimed at ending
149 years of war in Afghanistan. but it
“will hiarves ne kmpact” on their “legiti-
rate ciaims”.In the joint statement,
the United States and Russia
expressed readiness for com-
mencement of mira-Afghan negatia-
tions to *review the status of sanc-

tions designations” on Tailban fead-
are “in order to support the peace
process”.

But they also noted that Talban
action 1o furher reduce wiolence
and olharwise cease bo ‘engage in

or suppart Bctivities that threaten
the peace, stabiily and security of
Afghanistan or other counties will
affect the review”

Iy

They asno relterated that a “compre-
hensive and sustainable peace can
be achieved only through an inclu-
sive negotiated political settement
among Afghans”

“Frearing accounis before an inquiry violates
the law.”

Naek further pointed oul that the bank
account was of personal use and nat
"banami’. He said the counsed was not seeking
to unfreeze Zardar Group's bank accounts
and added that those accounts were not even
frozen.

“Mot even a panny in her parsonal bank
account was iransferred from & fake socount,”
sakd Nagk

Mew York: The United States Embassy in

Islamabad on Tuesday sald there were ‘e

imminent plans” for starling direct flights

batwaen Pakistan and the US.

Aeoorting b @ press release from e embassy,

olhcrals fram the Transportation Security
i [T5A) — the US govemment

The joint the
Feb 22-26 reducton of vidlence in
Alghanistan and urged all sides to
further scale down viclenca in arder
1o create an anvironment conducive
1o intre-Afgnan negotiations.

Russia and the United States called
on the Talban and other Afghan
groups fo take concrele steps o
ensure that the temitory of
Afghanistan wes nol used by Al
Qaeda, the militant lslamic State
group or ofher international terrorist
groups to threaten ar attack ofher
counfries They said they expecied
all sides woukd observe a ceasefire
for the duration of intra-Afghan
negoliations lo enable parlicipants
lo reach agreement on & polibcal
roadmap kxﬁ\e country’s future and

The two countries ged all
countries o suppert the Afghan
people and contribute to a lastng
peace seltlement in the interest of
all.They pledged to work with the
Kabul government, Afghan political
|leaders, civil soclety and the Taliban
te *bring ahom a currpraheﬂswe

the of a and
comprehensive ceasefie,

They called on all Afghans to begin
discussions mmediately on Eeues
of mufual concern, such as prisoner
releases and a ceasefire.

‘Washingten and Moscow pledged
o provide mlmcal support and eco-

m.u &nds the war nm mnmhulesm
regional stability and global securi-

nomic 1o & future Afghan
govemment if it respects the rights
of all Afghans.

agency thal oversees airport and air carrier
sacurity — will vizit Islamebad airpor, view
Pakistan’s aviation securily infrastruciure, and
meet with their Pakisiani civil sviation
countemats his wesk.

However, the siziement goes an to add “there

are ng immnant plans for diract fights batween
Pakigtan and tha United States *

According fo the press release, TSA officials
wena in Pakisten 2z part of the US Missian to
Pakistan's ongaing effarts to strengthen
economic fies and air betwean the

'No imminent plans' for flight
operations to Pakistan, US embassy

travel is essential lo facilitate trade and

connections and fostering stronger bonds

between the Urited States and Pakistan

“We took forward to continuing our relationship

wilh the Pakistan Civil Aviabon Authority a5 we

explora additional aneas of cooperation and the

possibifty of capacity development”

Reports in local media had earlier suggested

that the TSA team's visif was linked ta the

commencerent of direct fights between the US

and Pakistan

Last month, on January 22, Pakisian
ional Arlines (P1A) bl

Hafeaz had said Fakistan was expecting to
resume direct flights 1o the LS in May fis year
“subject to a final claarance by the US
Transpartetion Security Aminztnation.*

A United States {US) Transport Security

Urited States and Pakistan,
T4 Atteche Deniel McQuaid was guated in the
press release as saying:"Secure infemational Bir

{TSA) team on Monday visited
Isiamabad International Aiport (114) fo conduct
final inspection and give clearance 1o Pakistan
Intemational Akrines.




