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Army brass reviews
COVID-19 preventive
measures

Rawslpindt: Chief of Ammy
Stalf Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
on Thursday direcled “efl can-
cemed 10 gear L prepara-
tions in support of national
effart” to counter

regional securify shuation with
parlicular emghasis on the
Afghanistan peace process.

“Thé palh lo regianal stabil-
ity & peace passes through
Py i o

in the coundry, the Infer-
Services Public  Relations
(ISPR) said.

aporoach and pabience can
help overcoma & challenges
for which Pakistan is ready 1o

Gen Qamar chalred the
230h Corps Commandars’
Conference at  General
Headguarters. According to
the ISPR, the forum discussed
e emergng situation wih
regards to COVID-12 and the
praventive measures taken at
any leved "COAS diractad all
concemed 0 gear up prepara-
tons in support of national
effort 1o counter this pandemc
in case of any eventugity.” the
ISPR, the meda wing of the
mililary, said N a slalement
issued aftar tha meating.
The forum aso reviewsd
i ik

play s parl with ubmest sin-
carity,” the COAS empha-
sised "COAS direcied all con-
comed to gear up prepara-
tons in support of national
effort fo counter his pandemc:
in case of any eventusity,” the
ISPR, the media wing of the
military, said m a sktament
issued after the meeting.

The forum aio reviewed
operational preparedness, st
uation along the Line of
Control [LeC), geo-stralegic
emiranment and national and
regional security situation with
parlicutar emphass on the

uation alml;g I—|he Lmé of
Contral {LaC), geo-strategic
enviranment and national and

peaca 55
“The path o regional stabil-
ity & paace passes through
Afghanistan.

Schools closure extended in Sindh,PSL
matches played in empty stadium

KARACHI | ISLAMABAD |
LAHORE: As Pekistan con-
frmed its 21st novel coron-
avirus cese an Thursday, the
fiederal govamment convanad
tha  Mational  Security
Committea to review the
measures put in place 1o
chick the spread of the dead-
Iy cantagion whia the Sindh
government said e remaen-
ing matches of a popuar T20
crickel  champianship  in
Karachi will be played withou
speciaions

Whie chairing a meeting of
PTl's pedismentary party In
Islamebed, Prime Minister
Imran Khan said the govem-
ment was already on alert fo
deal with possible emargence

Murizza Wahab, wrote an his
werified Twitter handle.

Most of Pakisten's 21 comon-
avius cases hawe besn
reported in Sindh. \Wahab
denied claims the provincial
government was hiding infor-
mation regarding the vius
spread, “The Sindh govern-
roerd & nol hiding any infor-
malion aboil coronavirg or
the number of palients in the
province,” he added

All educational Institutians in
Sindh are shud untd March 16,
\Wiahab aid that the provingial
cabinet woukd convene at
10pm on Thumsday to decide
whedher io exiend the cosure
of educational nstiutions in
the provinca.

of tha navel in
Pakistan. He said a meating
of the National Security

Committees has been con-
vered to revaew the stuation
The announcement coincided
with & decision of the Sindh
government that the raman-
ing matches of Pakistan
Super League (PSL} in
Kasachi wil take place without
any crowd

“This decision has been made
after consultation with all
slakeholders including the
Pakistan Cricke! Board,” the

provincsal GOVEIMmEN
spakesperson Senator

a
for Gilgit-Baltistan gowvern-
ment confirmed on Thursday
thal a young man has been
tested posilive for the cofon-
avirug which has infected
nearly 125,000 people in 118
coundries in 2 conlinents bar-
ring Antarcica “The 31-year-
ald man, who hails from
Shagar area of G-8, had
recently been to Iran,” the
spakasperson, Faazullah
Fiag, told The Express
Tricune. The patent has teen
shifted o the |salation wand of
e G-8 hospial. So far, thres
caronavinug cases have been

diagnosed in the region, but
Firaq seid G-B iz at & greater
sk from the wirus as com-
pared to ather pars of the
country:

Cwer in Punjab, the govem-
ment declared health emar-
gency in the provinca. The
decision was faken by tha
provincial  cabinet  on
Thursday after recewing a
briefing on the coronavirus
from health officials,

The cabinet was Informed
that as many as 3,964
Zargen who retumed from a
pidgnmage in Iren have been
acreened and kept under
ooservation. A guarantine
faciley hes been established
in the socuthem Purjab dstnct
of DG Khan for 800 piigrims
from IranThe cabinet was
aleo informed that Chinese
cilizens in the province am
@40 being screened for e
mystericus contagion, A min-
tslenal has besn

“Action will be faken against
schools thet do not comply
with the decision which has
been taken afier consultation
with the health minisiry,” he

been postponed, We're In

talks with & shul madrassahs

as well. A decision regarding
of ed

assigned to decide further
5.

In Balochistan, which shares
& border with Iran - ana of the
worst hit counfries by the
coronavires - Provinial
Minister  Sardar  Yar
Mohammad Rind said all
schools would remain closed
1l March 31 &s & precaution-
BTy measure

institutions will be taken on
March 277

A day earfier, WHO Dinactor
General Tedros  Adhanom
Ghebrayesus officially
declared the oubreak of the
novel corpnavires @ global
pangemic. e are deeply
concemed bolh by the alam-
ing levels of spread and
saverity &nd by the alarming

fevels of inaction, We have
therefore mede the assess-
ment that COVID-18 can be
characiersed a5 a pandem-
@’ he told & rews confer-

anice.

Four countries - China, South
Korea, Iran and Haly -
acoount for §3% of he neary
110.000 cases woridwide,
Tedros said. "We ane encour-
aged that ltaly i fsking
aggressive meassures b con-
4ain its epidernic and we hope
that those measures prove
effactive in ihe coming days,”
e added Vilat does the pan-
demic fabel mean?

“Due 1o the wigespread of
COVID-18, the disesse
caused by the mysienous

]'.:'

vinus, ecross the globe, the
WHO wanis to highlight the
importance for countries to
strangthan their preparation
and response for imminent

community spread,”  said
State Health Minister Dr Zatar
Mirza

This means the wodd can
“slill change he course of fis
pandamic, by detecting, test-
ing, traating. isciating, tracing,
and mogilising their paogle in
the response’, he wrobe on
his official Twiter handis.
“The counlries need to scale
up their emergency response
by communicating with the
peaple aboul risks and haw fo
protect the puslic,” he added.
Abaul Pakistan

NSC meets tomorrow to weigh whether to
declare national emergency

ISLAMABAD: Prima
Minister Imran  Khan on
Thursday called & meating of
the Mational Sacurity
Commities (NSC) to decide 2
mational action plan ko counter
e coronavires  oulbreak
declwed a pandemic by the
World Health Organization
(WHO), ARY NEWS repored.

The mesting of the coun-
try's top civil-military body wil

navirus confirmed.

The 3-year-old man had
visited Iran and tested posdive
for the disease today.

This takies the folal rumber
of confirmed cases in Pakistan
1o 22 and three in Gilgit-
Ballistan

Prior 1o thal, iwo more
cases of novel coronavinig
were feporied af the Pak-
Afghan Torkcham border,

be held at the Prime Minisier

Hause an Friday avaning.

The three services chisfs,
the federal ministers for inlen-
or, forsign and law affais wil
b In atlendance in he meet-
Ing. The meeting wil lake a
decision on whether or noed 1o
declare 8 nalional emergency
aver the virus oulbreak,

Read Mare: Gigit-Baltstan
reports tird coronavines case

Eedier today, a 31-year-okd
man in Shiger district tested
positive for coranavinus, Gilgit-
Baltistan focal person on coro-

One patient i a Pakistani
national and other & an
Afghan national, who was sent
back to his country, after
datection of the deadly virus.

Read More: B4 year okd
cured of coronavirus after
sening  solation.  Murtaza
‘Wahab

Since the start of the ous-
Deeai in late Decamber, mare
then 115,000 people warld-
wide have coniracied the
coranavinis disease, resulting
in the deaths of ower 4,000
peopie, Over half of the people

who contracted COVID-18
have recovered, although the
number of cases is rising rap-
idly, in particular, across
Europe. The patient haits from
Skardu. On Tuesday, a 12-
year-okd bay was disgnosed
with novel coronavirus al 8
Quetta hospital. Dr Shams, a
facal persen for the solation
ward, said the boy whe arrved.
in Quetta from Iran via Taflan
borrler fast night tested posi-
live for the disease at the
Falima Janah Hospital

Twe more confimed cases
of novel comnavirs (Covid-
18} surfaced in Sindh on the
same day. A spokispersan for
the Sindh Health Departmant
said that one confimed case
of coronavirus has been
reparted in Hyderabad while
the ather caze emenged in the
provincial capital.

The person who tested
positive for the disease in
Hyderabad had flown back
from Syria via Doha, while the
Kerachl coronavirus patient
had returned from Dubai

Sindh  govemment  on
Wednesday has decided o
manitar inter-provingial bor-
ders amid apprahensions
about spread of novel coron-
Bvirus. The provincial gavam-
ment departmants wil mondor
the mavement of peaple armv-
ing in Sindh

PML-M leader Maryam Nawaz breaks
months-long silence

Lahore:  PML-N_ leader
Maryam Mawaz on Thursday
finally broke her months-fong
sikanca b reaffem her commit-
ment to the fop lesdarship's
narrative of cvian supremacy
amid mounding criticism from

feporiers in lskamabad sccom-
panied by PML-N leadams
Shahid Knagan Abbasi, Miah
Ismail and Marriywm
Aurangzeb,

“If anyore thinks that my |
can be intimidated or subdued

ihe party’s own ranks over the
Sharif brothars’  prolonged

absence fram the

by putting In fall, they should
know that my commitment fo
clvillan and the

charges of maney laundering
and & currently out an bal in
the Chaughry Sugar Mils
casa, urged her father nat to
abandon his medical treat-
ment abroad and relum ta the
couniry because of her.

“My father feft the country
far medical realment when his
life wag in danger. His condi-
tion is better than before and |
want him to continue undergo-
Ing tregtment, | don't want to
cause him any pain and returm
[pefore the tregiment 2nds] for
ma."Maryam had moved the
Lahore Hgh Court seeking the
return of her passport and
one-time pemission fo be with
her ailng faiber w1 London.
The cowt had directed the

Y.

°l remained silent due to
some personal reasons.” for-
mar prime minister MNawaz
Sharif's  daughtar  told

[rule of] Constitution has

strengthensd instead of wask-

ening.”
Maryam,

who  faces

g o decide the mat-
ter. However, her request was
turnad dawn by the fedaeral
cabinet on the recommends-
tan af @ subcommithes

Balochistan extends closure
of educational institutions

govt adopting all protective measures to
control coronavirus: Nasir Hussain Shah

QUETTA:  Balochistan  provincal povernment is also KARACHI MARCH 13
Minister for Education Sardar  discussing extending the cio- | Sindh Minister for
Yar Muhammad Rind on sure of madrassas wish e | |nfeemation, Lecal
Thursday the of the religous , Houging &Town

extension in the closure of
educationa! instiuticns in the
provnce fill March 31.

The decision was taken as
a precautionary messure to
protect children from COVID-
19, tha mysterious viral prau-
monia-like diseasa caused by
the navel coronavius, which
hes killed more fhan 4500
people arcurd the workd:

Seo far 21 Pakistanis have
been lesied posilive for
COMID-18 - 15 of them
belonged 1o Sindh, five in
Gilgit-Baltistan and ona in
Balachistan,

‘Decision o reapen &l
academic instiutes will be
reviewed an March 27 the
educational minister said.
“The matriculation examina-
tion has gBlsa been post-

poned*

Wiorld Health Crganization
declares coronavirus  out-
break &s ‘pandemic’

He frther =aid that the

inshituses

The decision was taken
after consuliation with the
Ministry of Health and Chisf
Ministzr Jam Kamal Khan,
Rind added.

Earlier, the provincial gov-
amment had exterded wintar
vacations due to severs
weafher  conditions  in
Balochistan Besades, Rind
also briefed media about
complaints  In recruitment
tegts and assured that action
would be teken aganst offi-
cials,

Seudi Arebia suspends
trevel, flights to Fakisian,
Indig, several ather countries
aver cormnavinis The educa-
tion department hes obtained
avidenca of imegulanties in
appaintments of officials and
the issue has  bean

i " the minister said,
adding that the depariment
has sant tha summary o the
chiaf minizier.

LAHORE: The Punjab gev-
emment has declared a
“heallh emergency’ in the
province to deal with the novel
cormnaviug which has been
designated ag a global pan-
demic by the Workd Hoakh

‘Organesation [WHO).

Tha decision to declans
health emergency was taken
by the Purgah cabinet on
Thursday after recening a
briefng on the novel coron-
awirus from provincsal heath
officialsThe  cabinet  was
infpemed  that as many as
3,964 Zaireen who refumed
from a pdgnmage In Iran have
heen screened Bnd kept undsr

Punjab govt declares
health emergency amid
coronavirus threat

cbservation. A quarsnting
facdity has been established in
1he southem Punjab dsinct of
D3 Khan for 800 pilgrims from
Iran.The cabinet wes also
informed that Chinase citizens
in the provinoe are atso baing

o

screaned for the mysterious
contagion. & ministeral com-
mitlest has been assigned fo
decide furlber aclions A day
earier, WHO Director General
Tedros Adhanam
Ghebreyesus officially
declared the outbreak. of the
novel coronavines: @ global
pandemic "We are deeply
concemed both by Me siam-
ing levels of spraad.

Planning, Resgious Affairs
Forest and Wildlife Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah has said
that so far, 188 people had
been  tesled  for  the
Coronevinus, out of which 14
people were found effectad
by the wvirus, Provincial
Minigter for nformation said
that the meeting of the task
force was being presided
owver by Sindh Chisf Minister
on a dally basis al Chief
Minister's House to canduct &
detailed review of the situa-
tion asisa afier spread of the
Coronavirus. He said this
‘whille addressing a press con-
ference on Thursday Syed
Nesir Hussain Shah said that
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah was persan-
ally monilaring the suatan
refated 1o the Conanovins
The Minster ssd thet People
coming from abroad were
wera being screened, while
people coming fram Taftan
had been tested, He sakd that
1500 pecple were contacted
by the govemment in Sindh
and enyone suspected of
them was fested for the
Coronavinus.  Syed  Masir
Hussain Shah made || clear
that the Coranavins was not
spreading in the provinca,
rather it was found in pecple
coming  from  abroad
Referring to the Pakistan
Super Lesgue's malches in
Karachi. the provingial minis-
ler said 1 was he choice of
every person whether he
wanted to watch the maich or
nof, the govemment had
completed all its arrange-
ments. He said \al decigion
regarding  schoots closure
would be taken at & mesting
of the Stearing Committes of
the Education Deparmeant
Syed MNasic Hussain Shah
sald that Prime  Minister
Imran Khan should had can-
wenad 8 meeting of all four
chief minsters on the situa-
tion  arising  from . the
Coronavires, The grovinclal
Minister for Information said
that the Prme Minister had
nat yet contacted the Chief
Ministar Sindh in this regard.

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
sad Mal all counires were
making excellent arange-
ments to deal with the

Coronavirus but our Prime
Minister had ot yel caled a
single meeling In this regard
He labelled Imran Khan as a
Prime Ministar on tweats only.
Responding to a question,
Syed Masir Hussain Shah
=aid that tha govarnment had
taken sfrict action against
those who were selling
expensive masks. Provincal
Minister for Information said
that everyone did not need Lo
wear a mask. He sald that the
use of ordinary soaps and
sanitizers could be beneficial
for paaple in this situation.
The provincial Minister
said that the responsibiiity of
screening &t the srpors wes
with the federal government
bul the Heallh Departmant of
Sindh had aiso provided staff
for the same. He said that

Saudi Arabia and other coun-
thies wera following rigorous
procedure of screening and
that peple were kepl waiting
for several hours in these

countries.  Syed  Masir
Husgain Shah said thal it was
good to know thal e com-
man peoplas were also affer-
ing Masks o the pecple as
zafety i

naws running on social
media.

Maanwhile, Sindh Ministar
for Information and Local
Govemnment  Syed  Nasir
Hussain  Shah,  while
addressing 8 seminar @5
chinf guest at the Fedaration
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, seid
that Sindh govemmant was
siriving 1o provide all he faci-
fties to the citzens of Karachi
similar 1o those available =

other international  cities,
Pravincial Mnister
Infarrnation  and  Local

Govemment sad that work

had been started for the

restoration  of  Karachi

Circular Railway s per the

dwections of the Supreme

Court and the cooperation of
=

1he federal govemment would
also ke required in this
regard. He said that tha
restoration  of  Karachi
Circular  Radwey  would
reduce the pressure on the
reads and provide peopla
with cheaper and  beller
trenspor, while on the other
nand it would alsa be benefi-
cial for the the

Respanding to a guestion,
Infarmation and Lical
Govemment sald that Sindh
govemment wes going 1o set
up courts of Sindh Building
Cantrol Authority 1o prevent
iB=gal construction in the
province. He said that 28 offi-
cers of Sirdh Buikding Conbral
Autherity invplved in lllegal
construction had been sus-
pended and they would ba
arresied  soon,  Answering
another guestion, Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah said that a
decision on wheal procuhe-
ment would be made soon
Raesponding to another gues-
tion, tha provincial Ministar
for information and  Local
Govemment said (hat cyber-
crime waichers had Deen
approached to check fake

environment. He said that m
accordance with 1he vesion
and direclives of Chaimman
Pakistan Feople's Party
Bilawal Bhutlo Zardati work
on the Usban Forestry had
alsa been staried In Karachi
and soon one of the largest
urban forests of the workd
would be estabBshed with
Lyar Riverbed. Syed Masir
Huzsain Shah said that strict
aclion was also being taken
agains! ifegal constuctions
and encroschments  in
Marachi and soon all dlegal
encreachments  woukd  be
ahbolished. He thanked the
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce  and  Industry
office bearers for inviling him
and giving him an oppariunity
1o mxpress his views,
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Cabinet deals with
anomalies

THE Federal Cabinat,

which met in Islamabad on

Tuesday with Prime Minister Imran Khan in the chair,
discussed Issues related fo anomalies in the govem-
mental system and took decisions on some of them with
a view 1o ultimately streamlining the system. The Prime
Minister directed for uniform pay scales of the gavern-

ment o avoid

v and disparily

and assigned the Adviser on Finance to hold talks with
siriking employees and also work with central and
previncial goavernments to remove this disparity and
both should send proposals to cabinet so that sanse of
deprivation among employees is removed. The meeting
approved privatization of 46 entibes, abolition of four
depariments and hand over of four others fo the prowvin-
cial governments under its policy of structural reforms

and

for mid and long-t

mech-

anisms for dc!armlnallon of energy prices
The issue of uniform pay scales and substantial
increase in salaries of the government employaes

assumes urgency in view of the

pen-down strike

lower grade employees (from one to five) of the federal

g , who are

pay ralse in

surate with the increzse givan o some seleclad depart-
ments and institutions, The demand of the employees is
justified In view of the discriminatory policies of the suc-
cessive gavernments in this regard, which are causing
heart burning and frustration among government ser-
wvants with sericus implicatons for the overall perform-
ance and output of the governmental machinery. it is
pertinent to mention that the incumbent government has
been blaming the past governments for decisions that
have caused distorlions in the system bul surprisingly i
also granted exclusive increase in the salaries of NAB,
Fl& and Naya Pakistan Housing employees by almaost
150 to 200 per cant and, therefare, there was hardly any

to the

not to give

demand of the striking employeas.

Munammad Raza

THE speech of Prime
Minister |mran Khan al a
public gathering after dis-
tributing  Kafalat cards
among desarving peops
under the anti-poverly
Ehsaas _ programme &t

People’s language

Apart from echoing senti-
ments and aspirations of
the people regarding elec-
tricity and gas farff and
their impact on their lives,
the Prime Minister also
spoke aboul the problems
of the formerdy Federally
Administered Tribal Areas
(FATA) that have besn
merged  with  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and

flected true
feelings of the people and
mipactations that they are
pinning an his
Government 1o resolve
thedr chronic problems. He
categorically - announced
not to increase the elec-
tricity and gas tarfls as
people and Industries can-
not sustain more pressure
Instead, he declared the
Governmant would take all
possible measures o
bring down the power tasiff
In any way.

policies and pro-
grammes of his
Governmenl o fesolve
them. This is impartant as
there s growing resent-
ment in the merged arsas
that the merger has not
brought them the intended
benefits,

help resolve the multitude
of prablems that the region
faces. Abysmal poverty |s
the fundamental cause of
all other issues of the for-
merly tribal areas and pro-
maoticn of education, Infra-
sirscture development and
creation of job opportuni-
ties would be the answer.
As pointed out by KP Chief
Minister Mahmood Khan,
tribal areas were rich in
mineral resources and
there was urgent need to
draw up a comprehensive
programme to explolt them
as this would contribute
significantly to reduction in
poverty and creation of

viewpaint of those who
belleve FATA should have
been made a separate
province.  Initiation  of
Ehsas Kafalat programme
in those areas is a positive
step but this would not

al the doorsteps of the
people. There has been an
unattended but scund sug-
gestion that the
Government should draw
upon the technical skills of
tribal people as demaon-

strated in production of
small arms by way of prop-
&r training and their rndu(}
tion i similar i

and tackle the menace of

gas and power theft.PM

imran Khan at a public
il o

the Prime Minister also
spoke about the problems
of the formery Federally

that should be established
in the region. As for rates
of gas and electricity are
concerned, the acknowl-
edgement of the Prime
Minister that tha high tariff
has created difficulties for
the people should lead to
some meaningful relief for
them. He has announced
a workable plan to fak fo
the power producers and
urge them lo bring down
eleciricity prices and close
down those plants which
were producing costly
power as no more burden
could be passed on 1o the
people and indusiries and
hapefully this would lead
to the desired oulcome
aleng with measures being
taken by the Government
to overcome line losses

Hafalat cards among
deserving people under

the anti-poverty Ehsaas
al Ghalanai

reflected true feelings of
the people and expecta-
tions that they are pinning
on his Govemment to
resolve their chronic prob-
lems. He categorically
announced not to increase
the electricity and gas tar-
iffs as people and indus-
fries cannot sustain more
pressure.  Instead, he
declared the Government
would take all possible
measures o bring down
the power tariff in any way,
Aparl from echoing senti-
mants and aspirations of
tha people regarding elec-
fricity and gas farff and
thair impact on their lves,

Tribal Areas

(FATA} that have been
merged  with  Khyber
Pakhiunkhwa and
lained policies and pro-
grammes af his
Government o resolve

them. This is imporant as.
there Is growing resent-
ment in the merged areas
that the merger has not
brought them the ntended
banefits,  strengthening
viewpeint of those who
believe FATA should have
been made a separate
province.  Inifiation  of
Ehsas Kafalal programme
In those areas ls a positive
slep but this would not
help resolve the multitude
of problems that the ragion
faces, Abysmal poverly is
the fundamental cause.
Courtesy-PO

Muhammad Sagad

IN every armed conflict
women are soft farget
Women are directly or indi-
rectly victim of occupation
and human rights wviola-
tiens. Women in India-
occupied  Jammu  and
Kashmir have been facing
human rights violations
since 1947 but from 1989
they are suffering a ol
From January 1989 to 29
February 2020 in I10JK
95,506 civilians have been
killed and 22,811 women
werg widowed
Occupational forces are
systematically targeting
women and enjoying
impunity. Indian ocoupa-
tional forces are using
rape and melestation of

Plight of women

women i 1OJK as weapon
of war. Mostly rape cases
passed unnoticad or unre-
ported, From  January
1988 to 31 January 2020
in I0JK 11178 cases af
rape and molestation were
reported International
Covenant on Civil and
Polilical Rights (ICCPR)
prohibits torure and other
forms of degrading, inhu-
man and cruel treatment
ard it has been ratifiad by
India, Rape is also prohib-
ited through common
Article 3 of Geneva
Comnvention which s also
ratified by India, The deci-
sion  of  Internaticnal
Criminal  Tribunal  For
Rwanda in a case’
Prosecutor v Jean Paul
Akayes” is vary important
to define the intensity of
orime of war. The cour

declared thal rape s not
only a crime agalnst
humanity but if it i inten-
tionally done to destroy &
particular group also con-
slitutes genocide. Artiche
07 of Rome Statute of
International Criminal
Court considers rape as
crimes against humanity
and Arlicle 08 included
rape in war crimes.

UNSC adopted many res-
olutions for the protection
of women rights
Resolution,  1325(2000)
emphasizes that It is the
respansibility of the states
to end impunity for crimas
against  humanity, war
crimes including sexual
and other forms of vio-
lence against women and
girls. Resolution
1820{2008) is more speaf-
i which says, “Sexual vio-

lence as a tactc of war
and a matter of inema-
fional peace and secunty.”
Thars are many reported
cases of mass rape. On 23
February 1991, more than
800  soldiers of the
athRajputana Rifles
entered two adjacent wil-
lages Kunan and
Poshpora at 11:00 PM and
cordoned off the village,
Males were interrogated
overnight The soldiers
gang-raped almost 80-100
women of those villages
that night 1l 2:00 AM as
well as the next day
Women were raped with-
aut ion. of their

Saldapora, Haran,
Chhanpora  (Srinagar),
Pazipara Kupwarah,
Gurihakhar digtrict
Handwara, Hyhama,

and

leme because of the miss-
Ing husbands. Kashmiri
women are facing physical
and mental health prob-
lams due to conflict and

Kathua, A new term haf
widows introduced which
is used for the women
whosa husband had been
forcefully disappeared and
their wives did not know
ahout their whereabouts
In India-occupied Kashmir,
the Indian Occupational
forces and  police  had
forcefully  disappeared
8000 to 10,000 people.
According to the report of

ages and physical condi-
tions. The raped women
were from 13 years age fo
B0 yeare. Thera ara many
reparted incidents of mass
rape, some are from Chak

of
Disappeared  Persons
there are 1500 half widows

in |0JK. These half wid-
ows are facing economic
ssues, social problems,
nsecurily and health prob-

p of Indian occu-
pational forces. An NGO,
MSEF conducted a survey
of I0UK in 2006 and found,
‘there is an  alarming
Increase in the suicide rate
by 400 times; almost 50%%
women have Post
Traumatic Disorder” Due
to this conflict women are
also facing cardiac prob-
lems, nervous breakdown
and infertility. Many victims.
of rape could not share
their problem with any-
oneln  Jammu and
Kashmir mostly the male
members of family are
bread eamner and women
are responsible for work at
home. Courtesy-PO

Unscreened travellers shunned by
family, friends in Sindh

KARACHI: Though the
government clzims other-
wize, unscreened passen-
gers returning from Iran, Ireg
and Syria appear to be freely
maving around their areas of
residence — albeil shunned
by these argund them, due
to fears of coronavirus trans-
mission

Sources told media that
several traveliers wha haed
wigited Iran and Ireq landed
salely at the Karachi airport
four days ago, going fo their
homes in Larkana without
being screened for the infec-
tious dissase.

“My brother-in-law N° vis-
lied iran and lrag,” Rizwan
Shalkh. & resident of Rato

Dero, toid The Express
Tribung. °I have told my wife
to close the doors of our
house and nol to iet her
brother and his family enter”

Shaikh said that aeven
though M was still healthy
and showed no symptoms of
flu or fever. everyone in the
area was afrald of him. “No
one from the government
has gquarantined him or con-
ducted other tests.” ha point-
ad out According to N's fam-
ify, the young man is a cleric
in Baghdad and recently vis-

ied Iran with another friend
“Since people are afraid of
his presence, he hes con-
fined himszif to his house on
his own,* added Shaikh
Meanwhile, Ghafoor Ja1,
from Sanghar, lold The
Express Tribune that two
men in his village had
retumned from Iran last week.
“No one has yet approached
them for testing, They were
working in the fields without
any symptoms, bul now,
after media reports, they
have switched off their
phanes and maved from the
wvillage to Sanghar city” he
disclosed. The Centre's
domainAs the novel coron-
avirus spreads across the

glebe, with 20 patients in
Pakistan now s well, il has
created fears about an oul-
break in the country. Though
there has been much falk
about screaning travellers as
they return to the country,
reports of gaps in the syslam
have now led te the Sindh
governmenl accusing  the
Centre of shirking its respon-
sibilities .On Wednesday, the
Sindh governmant asked the
Centre to establish a quar-
anting facility near Karachi's
Jinnah International Airpart,

pointing out that at least 14
ceses of COVID-19 identi-
fied in the metropolis hed
reached the city via the air-|
part

None of the cases in
Sindh are focally transmil-
ted. They all came through
the airport,” =aid Sindh gov-|

'PML-N has ensurecl
continuity of PTI govt',
Says Aitzaz Ahsan

Karachi Pakistan
Musiim League-Nawaz
{PML-N) has guaranteed
the continuity and stabil-

ity of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Inzaf  {PTI)
government, claimed

bul in kind, by lending
the support of the party
legislators. for the
amendment [in the act
conceming appointment
of the army chief],” he

arnment

Murtaza ‘Wahab,
“Constitetionzlly, keeping a
check at the airports and
seaparts is the dormain of the
federal govemmant. We [tha
Sindh government] cannot
deploy our staff there.”

Speaking to The Express
Tribune, he ewxplained that
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Al Shah had been
telling the Federal
Investigation Agency and the
Civil Aviation Authority. bath
of which had representatives
present in daily coronavirus
taskiorce meslings, lo check
those entering the counry.
But. he added, nothing was
being done as yet

“Wa have been asking
them to do so again and
again, bul there i3 no
respanse,” he siated. con-
firming that a letier had been
sent to the Centre asking for
the quarantine facility in
order to limit suspectad frav-|
eliers to the airport premizes
and stop the spraad of the
vitus beyond il The Hajj
Terminal, not in use by pas-
sengers, has been suggest-
ed as an opfion for this pur-
pose Addressing a press
conference earlir in the day,
Wahab eald that although
there was now a global pan-
demic, the federal govern-
ment was still not serious
aboul the situation. °It is tha
responsibiit.

Fakistan Peoples Party
(PPP} leader Aitzaz
Ahsan, adding that the
PML-N was the biggest
obstacie fo a unified
opposition against the
PTI government.

He was talking to the
media in Hyderabad on
Wednesday, outside the
Sindh High Court, Ahsan
and Advocate Faroog H
Maek had earlier
appeared in courl to
plead for bail of 16 per-
sons, including busi-
nessman lgbal £ Ahmed,
In a National
Accountability Bureau
reference.,

Ahsan claimed that the
FML-N had guaranieed
stability of the govern-
mant against parmission
for the Sharif brothers to
leave the country.
“[Frime Minister] Imran
Khan wanted $2 billion
to 33 billion in guaraniee
from the Shanfs before
they left the country, But
they traded not in cash

He further asserted that
the Pakistani govern-
ment could not bring
them back because the
British government
woukd not deport tham.

GComparing tham to PPP
leaders Asif Ali Zardari
and Faryal Talpur. he
said the laiter had never
even iried o get permis-
sion ta travel abroad on
health grounds, even
though, according to
him, Zardasi's health was
in worse condition. “The
only plea that Zardari
and Talpur have made |s
that their cases should
be transferred from
lslamabad to Karachi
because the NAE had
filed the reference
against them in Karachl

MDA employees protest non-
payment of salaries

KARACHI: Scores of Malir
Developmant Authority
(MEA) employess staged a
protest outside the Harachi
Press Chib on VWednesday,
demanding the payment of
salaries due for the past 11
manths and regularsation of
thair jobs,

The enraged protesters
staled thal MDA was “com-
mithing -economic genocide”
by depriving 1.600 contracty-
al employees of their salaries
for the past 11 manths.

They claimed that MDA
had misked them, asking
then to sit Sindh Testing
Service (STS) exams In
order to ba reguiarised and
maintained thal previeusly,
MDA had regularised its
employees in 2015 and
2016, but their status was
again changed to that of can-
tractual employees just after
two monthe.

The prolesters said that
even those working in the
department since 1897 ware
asked 1o take the STS tests,
questioning why employees
whe had been working In

MDA for the past 23 years
ware now required fo give
the test,

demanding the payment of
edlaries dus for the past 11
menths and regularisation of

They demanded that the
Sindh government ensure

that MDA complied with
Instructions  outlined  In
notices issued to it by var-
0us government agencies
and wamed that thay wauld
march towards the Chief
Minister  House |f  their
dermande were not mat.
Scores of
Development Autherity
(MDA emplay staged a

Malir

their jobs,

The enraged protesters
stated that MDA was “com-
mitting economic genocide”
by depriving 1,600 contractu-
al employees of thei salaries
for the past 11 months.

They claimed that MDA
had misied them, asking
them to sit Sindh Testing
Service [(ST3) exams in
order to be regularised and

i that i

profest outside the Karachi
Press Chub on Wednesday,

MDA had ragularlsed its
employess m 2015 .

SHC orders action against use of
wastewater for cultivation

KARACHI: The Sindh High
Cowt {SHC} ordarad the rela-
vant authorities en Wednesday
to form @ taskforce and take
immediate ection against the
use of contaminated waber
from Malir River for vagetable

i A N b

counsel appesied 1o the court
1o put an and to the use of the
Malir River's conaminated
waler for cultwaling vegeta-
bles.At this, Justice Mazhar
stressed thal using water con-
taining industrial waste for veg-

bench, I Justica

he added.

Maek appealed to NAB
chairman Javed |gbal to
withdraw the reference
against Ahmed and oth-
ers because none of
them were public office
holders.

Muhammad Ali Mazhar and
Justice Yousul Al Sayeed,
iseuied the directives durng the
hearing of a petition perteining
to the use of contaminated
watar for growing
vegetables The  petifioner's

#lable was “danges-
ous" and posed health resks
and remarked, "Coes nobady
have any conird aver [the dis-
charge of] wastewster?” In
responsa, the Malir deputy
comrassaoner {DC) inksrmed
the court that waste from sev-
eral Industrial units was being

discharged into Malir
River. This poluted water was
being used to culfivate vegeta-
bles, the court remarked,
edding thet it was a matter of
serious concerm The Korangl
OC infornad the court that the
Isgie was brought to the rele-
vant authorilies' atierdion aark-
er too.Irked by this informatian,
the court asked fhe OC o seek
the palice's assistance to
resalve the problem and com-
mented, Y5 there nobody to
monitor whether [clean] or
filbhy & usad for growing,
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Karachi: Chairman District Council Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad has
been given briefing by Library staff at UC Wall Muhammad.

Karachi: A group photo of Ba Ul Mail Sindh Juniad Lakhani with members of
goveming body of Press club.

Karachi: Chairman DMC East Moeed Anvear, Municipal Commissioner Waseem
Mustafa Soomro visiting Shaheen Park Bahadurabad.

CSSP meeting
regarding training
program held

Kerachi. The Meeting
with {CSEP) members

trainers from 16th March
te 21st March 2020 at

g g hew
program for potential Peer
Group Leaders (PGLs) to

CS5P will cover all
eosts of training, including

identify

and engage girls
aged 18 1o 20
These PGLs will raceive

face-to-face training on
English, Dwgital and Social
skills which will be deliv-
ared by British Councsl

[ A

food and logistics, and will
also provide training mate-
rial.Interested girls can
apply for  registration
Contact with me

The deadling iz 16th
March 2020.

Harassment of business community
wouldn’t be allowed: DG Excise

Karachi Director
General Exclse, Taxation
and Marcotics control
Muhammad Shoaib
Sweddiqui hes clanfied that
no one would be permitted
to harass business com-
munity, only the provided
documents 85 per the com.
pany category would be
anough to avaluate profes-
slonal  tax, He was
addressing a meeting at

af

per the company calegory

would be enough for evalu-

ation, nobody can ask any
i O

right on this amount as the
cass was collected from us
and wa were facing many

Korangi i
Trade & Indusiry (KATI}
here on Thursday.
President of KATI Sheikh
Umer Rehan, Chairman &
CECQ KITE Zubair Chhaya,
Senlor  Vice President
Muhammad tkram Rajput,
WVice Prasiden! Syed Wajid
Hussain and others also
addressed that occasion
The DG said that Sindh
was the first province

Students of lima
University visits Sindh

Police Museum

Karachi_ lima University
arranged & treasured trip
to the Sindh Police
Museum. L was a one of a
kind excursion, The stu-
dents got a chance to
experience the preserved
artifacts in this historical
manument

They also met with Mr.
Saud Ahmed, IGP (R),
Muhammad Ahmed Balg,
SP (MO Garden) Mr
Shamim Ahmed. DSP
Sindh Police Museum who
shared their valuable

The sludents and facul-
ty members were shown a
documentary which was
wvary informative  and
Insightiul based an the col
lectans of the past

An  entire tour was
arrangad of the museum
which was well received,
This was followed by 8 0 &
A session.

ima University
expressed (s deep grat-
tude to the esteemed

police parsonnel for pro-
viding such a unique
ity and enli

Karachi, Deputy Director Sports and Cultur

w KMC Jamil Ahmed is presenting Sindhi
Ajrak to President Al Karam Sporis M Tarig Hafeez at the TMC Ground, Former
Prof. Ejez Ahmed Farugl and Tousif Siddiqui and Nadim Khan also
the occasion of 7th Bilal Bhati Inter School Cricket tournament,

L sl == s

Karachi: People from different dasses offering fatiha at graveyard of renowned writer,
paolitician, socal activist, educationist and journalist Comrade Taj Muhammad Abro at

his 34th death anniversary,

elected office bearers's oa Aram Bagh fusniture Market association
phato at cath taking ceremeny held in a local hall yesterday's night. Phota |

Alam Balakoli

roup
[ ANZOOT

1| palice

& with
them which was no less
than & source of Inspira-
tien

opp
ing the students about the
precious moments  In
Sindh Police history

Ahmed Ali Sirohey held
meeting with the
president chamber of
commerce Niamey

the Pakistani Head of
Mission Mr Ahmed Ali
Sirahay held meeling with
the president chamber of
commarce Niamey. the
matters pertaining to trade

Ing single country exhibi-
tion in august 2020

The ministry of com-
merceTDAF may send an
exploratory delegation with
appropriate catalogs and

and were dis-
cussed in defail. The
mnvoy briefed about the
potential of Pakistan and

=] to survay
the market and submit the
report for specific sector
wise actions

cost effectve quality prod-
ucts  manufactured in
Pakistan

the sectors that were
discussed in detall with
chamber high up for coop-
eration

Agro-industry

Home applisnces

pharmaceutical indusiry.

surgical

sparis goods

Food specially rica

Agriculture equipment
Including tractors

Textile and ready made
garments

light machinery

Motorblkes tricycles
and auto parts

Children wear

ladies wear

Furniture

tanneries
meal
Presently

motorbikes and fricy-

cles are imported from
China and Indea. the cost
of bikes ia very high.

the envoy

and Halal
processing

Pharmacautical manu-
facturers association may
send delegation to discuss
imports into Miger with
prospective parners

The major chambers
may be encouraged o
consider halding single

h in

which Hs taxa-
lion end excise systems
and for cess payments
there is no need to contact
any one from the concem
degartments all the collec-
tion system are digitaiized,
He gaid that for the coliec-
tion of professional tax only
fhe documents provided as

details regarding profit or
any other thing. He said
that to facilitate the mem-
bers of KATI regarding pro-
fassional and property tax-
ation issue a senior officer
will b designated as focal
person. He alse tedd thal an
mobile apphcation for tax
excize and other payments
would be aveilable in com-
ing months.

Prior to this President
KATI Shelikh Umer Rehan
mentioned that
Government of Sindh col-
lects 1.25 po infrastructure
cess from industry on
import goods and the
amount reaches 1o Rs 70
billion annually. He said
that Industry reserves first

infrastruciure issues. He
urged that 50 pc of annual
cess collechon under the
head of infrastructure
should be spend for the
development of industrial
zones.

Zubair Chhaya said that
only the tariff  of
Profassional  fax  have
changed and nat the pro-
cedure but ocur members
WETE  [BCEiving  WEming
notices for additional infar-
mation including profit and
turnaver details. He said
thiz kind of harassment
should not be tolerated
Zahid Saeed said thal tax-
ation information should be
arrangad for industrialists
and business community.

Hutchison wins ‘Port/Container
Terminal of the Year 2020’ Award

Hutchison Parts
Pakistan,  has  been
acknowledged &= the
'PortiContainer Terminal of
the ‘Year — South Asia
2020° Award. The carama-
ny was held in Dubsi as
part of the Global Porl
Forum Award 2020. H.E.
Mr. Muhammad Sharaf,
Assistant Foreign Minister
for Economics and Trade of
UAE, presented the award
to Eric NG, Bi

Director — Middle East and
Africa, Hutchison Ports.
Senior professionals from
the parts, trade and other
relevant industries across
the globe attended 1the
evenl.The Global Ports
Forum ie an organization

Rashid Jamil, General
Manager & Head of
Business Unit, Hutchison
Parts Pakistan, highhahted
that the erganisation is
commilted o revolutionis-
Ing the way trade is han-
dled st Pakistan's shipping

Director — Middie East and
Africa, Hutchisen Ports,
Karachi — Hutchison
Ports Pakistan, the coun-
try's leading container ber-
minal operator, has been
acknowledged as  the
‘PortiContainer Terminal of
the Year — South Asia
2020" Aweard. The ceremo-
ny was held In Dubal as
part of the Global Port
Forum Award 2020. The
platfarm alms 1o recognise
some of the most notable
contributions across vari-
ous sectors of the ports
and shipping  industry
made by organisations
argund the world H E, Mr.
Muhamrmad Sharaf,
Asgistant Foreign Ministar
for Economics and Trade of
UAE, presented the award
to  Eric NG, Business

that collaborates with port  terminals. *Karachl is an
authorities  across  the  Important  shipping  port
globe to bring various connecting many  land-
stakeholders together with  locked states with  the
& wision to create robust  world through 588,
shipping and at
streamline  international

this ienu'engl is imperative

trade. Hutchison Ports
Fakistan has had the hon-
our of recaiving this awand
for the first fime through its
demonstration of eontinu-
ous Innovation and into-
duction of efficent cargo-
handling mechanisms al
the South Asla Poris
Terminal. Karachi
Commenting on  ihe
development, Capt Syed

(A
because it makes up a sig-
nificant chunk of the contri-
bution to global transd of
goods. This accolade is &n
acknowledgment of the
Innovative  steps  being
undertaken by Hutchison
Ports: Pakistan including
the introduction of state-of-
the-art machinery, tools
and techniquas to create a
hassle-free supply chain.

TDAP organized episode of National

Exporters

Karachi: TDAP success-
fully organized 5th episode
of  National Exporiers
Training Program (METF)
at Sukkur in collaboration
with  Sukkur,  Khairpur,
Shikarpur and  Larkana
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry on 12ih March
2020. The objective of this

progrem  was fo  train
polential and new
exporiers  in order fo
become BuGCEssful
exporers

Mr. Maseer Ahmed

Arian, Ex-Vice President
Khairpur  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
presented walcome
remarks, Mr. Riaz Ahmad
Sheikh, Director General
TDAP hij the role

Mational Exporters Training
Program (NETP) and share
that this program kickad-off
from Karachi and woukd be
continued in all major cities

of Pakistan Mr. Abdul
Hakeem, representative
from State Bank of

Pakistan presented exporl
financing schemes of SBP
for facilitation of

chamber
Miger.

TOAP may advise fan
and desert cooler manu-
facturers 1o visit Niger and
Mission would facilitate
their BZB meetings.

The motor hike makers
delegation along with frac-
ter  manufaciurers  be
encouraged 10 visil Niger

it is impariant to note
that Miger chamber of
commerce has essured full
support in the arrangae-
ments for exhibitions and
fairs . They offered premis-
&5 and cocperation to con-
duct catalogue shows and
seminara for the marketing
of Pakistani products and
BEMVICEs The  Envoy

he

to the private sector end
TDaP fo take proactive
steps and exploit this vir-
gin market,

He suggested that
TDAP may consider hold-

M Mausa Sidi Mohammad
for warmth and brotherly
gesture 1o promole trade
and commarce betwesen
two countries.

of TDAP and brefed the
participants  aboul  the

Mr, Asif Ghumro represen-
tative  from  Custom

Training Program

Sukkur addressed the cus-
tom refgled lrade queries
Mr. Kaleemullah, Sanior
Wice President of Khairpur
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry and Mr
Mujeebullah  Memon, a
successful Dates exporter
thanked TDAP on arrang-
g the program and for
sharing much needed
knowledge and experience
an Export Development

Dr Mughal appointed Convener FPCCI
Central Committee on Insurance

Karachi; Prasident
FPCCI Mian Anjum Misar
has appeinted Dr. Murtaza
Mughal as convener of
FPCC| Central Standing
Committee on Insurance for
the year 2020,

Dr, Murtaza Mughal has
been authorised to nine
members in the committee
who have experience and
expertiza in the insurance
sector and he has been
directed fo fumnish reports of
the meetings of the sald
committes to the president
FPCCI Moregver, he has
been asked to keep close
Eaison with the FPCCE sec-

retarial for assistance and
guidance, Speaking a1 the
occasion, Dr. Murtaza
Mughal thanked President
FPCCI Mian Anjum Nisar
and Mian Zahid Hussain for
their confidence and vowed
to serve with full dedication
and spread  awareness
sbout this impartant sector.

He said that the global
BCONGMY 8 Under sirees
due 1o coronavirus while the
Pakistani economy is also
facing many challenges.
Industry, agriculture and
services sector is not In
pood shape, Inflstion, low
growth rate and inflation has

-‘h ]

left many businesses bank-
rugt and million unemgioyed
while major crope are also
going down creating food
sacurity problems and xport
Issues. He aid that in such a
deprassing scenario, tha
Importance of insurance has
multiplied bacause it is the
best tool fo mitigate losses
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Federal govt approves Rs23b subsidy for
five export sectors

ISLAMABAD: The federal gov-
emment on Wednesday approved
Rs23 billion worth of subsidy far pro-
viding cheap electricity to five majar
export sectors in the current fiscal
year by diverfing funds meant for the
supply of cheaper gas and ulilising
savings m the Public Sector
Development Programme (FSDF)

For the next fiscal year 2020-21
the Economic Coordination
Commitiee (ECC} of the cabinat also
approved & subsidy of Rs20 bilion
for the five export-oriented sectors,
which will be allocated in the next
budget‘The ECC approved a pro-
posal by the Power Division for a
special reliel package to lusther con-
tinue provision of subsidised electric-
ity unti June 2020 fo five export-ori-
enled sectors” sald a statement
issued by the Ministry of Finance
after the meeting

Adviser to Prime Minister on
Finance and Ravenue Dr Abdul
Hafeez Shaih, who chaired the ECC
meeting, directed that the suthorties
concimed should make sure thal the
subsicy was given only to those units
that exported goods end was not
availed by local industries

He sel up a commiltee 1o devise a
mechanism for better utilisation of
the approved subsidy, The ECC put
off & decision on increasing the
‘wheat support price by another Rs35
to Rs1.400 per 40 kilngrammea — the
secaond time in the past four months,

It would meet again on Thursday
lo consider the proposal, which
would reguire the reversal of is
November 2018 decision when o
rejected the Ministry of Natlonal
Food Security's proposal to fix the
support price at Rs1,400

The ECC on Wednesday egain
ook wp & summary for electicity
supply at en allndusive refe of 7.5
cents per unit under an agresment to

the five expori-oriented seciors. Last
week. it could not take a decision dug
1o a lack of fiscal space.

Power Minkster Omar Ayub Khan

repeatedly said that he will ensere
spending of the entie PSOP of
RsT0M billion in current fiscal year
2018-20,

and the finance ministry had refsed
1o foot the bill in the March § maeting.
Later, Prime Minister Imran Khan
intervened and the finance ministry
finally created fiscal space by divert-
ing funds from ather areas, including
cutting the PSDF.The Power Division
estimated the cost of subsdy 1l June
2020 =t Rs23 billion, excluding the
impact of fuel prica adjustment,
Meelum-Jhelum surcharge and other
fixed chargesIn a summary, the
Power Division proposed that out of
the Rs23 béion, an amouni of Rs14
billion woukd be dweried from the
ariginal subsidy allocabon of Rs24
billion for cheaper gas supply to
mdustries. The remaining Rs8 billion
will be provided through savings in
tha PSDF, sccording to the ministry.
The ECC approved the subsidy
arrengement, which also indicated
thal the Pakistan Tehreek-g-Insaf
(P11 govemment would nol be able
to fully utilise the Rs¥01-billion
PSDR

Planning Minister Asad Umar has

In light of the fresh ECC deckion,
the five export-orented sectors
would now be issued new electricity
bills. Industrialists had agitated
against the government’s decsion 1o
suddenly send tham electricity bés at
double the sgreed rate. The govemn-
ment et the electrcity bills 1o the
export unis due to a lack of fiscal
space in the budgetThe ECC also
approved a proposal by he Ministry
of Energy for two amendments
aimed at ensuring ease of doing
businesa for the upstresm petroleum
sectorThe wena relat-

discuss a defailed plan to keep flowr
prices at the lowest possible level
thraughout the year in view of any
increase i the support price and
incidental charges for the supply of
Passco-procured wheat fo provinces
and aled lssues related to wheal
procurement by the provinces and
the private sector, said the Minisiry of
Finance.

In Movember last year, the ECC
approved an increase of 5% or RsB5
in the wheat support price that
reached Rs1.365 per 40 k. The
wheat price had been hiked after
aver five years. Eardier. it had fixed
the: price a Rs1,350 bul the federal
cabinel did nol endorse il and sowghl
3 review At that time, Federal
Minister for National Food Security
and Research Makhdoom Khusro
Bakhtiar pushed for setting the price
at Rs1,400 per 40 kg but other ECC
members did not agree.

The ECC also approved National
Telecommunication  Corporation’s
revised budget estimates for 2018
18 and 2019-20. The ECC gave, in
principle, approval o a proposal of
225 milion Saudi riyal in equity
investment abroad by Eastem
Products (Pvt) Lid, Pakstan,

The central government debt
comprises long and  short-ferm
domestic debt and extemnal debt

The central bank is also undes

ed 1o the extension of exploration
licences beyond two years by the
ECC rather than the minister in
charge of the Petroleumn Division and
the creation of new Zone-1 (F) for an
cnshore licensing regime and conse-
guent revision in the zonal
map. Wheat support price

The ECC also discussed the pro-
posal of increasing the wheat sup-
port price o Rs1,400 per 40 kg and
woillld convens 3 special sesson 1o

preesure to cut the palicy
rate. which is currently 4.75 percent-
age points higher thin the cone infla-
tlon. The SBP's Monetary Policy
Committes (MPC) wil hold 3 mesting
next week 1o review the policy

The Ministry of Finance has fwice
postponed a scheduled meeting of
the Monetary and Fiscal Polices
Coordination Board, which it called
ahead of the MPC huddie to give a
direction for the monetary decision-
making.

US and Saudi Arabia suspend travel, flights
several other countries over coronavirus

CAIRD; Saudi Arabia has tem-
porarily suspended travel of citi-
zens and residents and halted
Nights with several states incled-
ing Pakistan, India and several
ather countries due to coronavirus
fears, state news agency SPA said
on Thursday citing an official
source at Interior Ministry.

The decision also Includes the
European Union, Switzerland, Sri

Lanka, Philippines,  Sudan,
Ethiopia, South Sudan, Eritrea,
Kenya, Djibouli, and Somalia,
source  added, saying  the |

Kingdom also suspended eniry to
those coming from (hese coun-
tries, Werld Health Organisation
declares coronavirus outbreak as
‘pandemic' Saudi Arabia alsa sus-
pended passenger trafiic through
all land crossings with Jordan,
while commercial and cargo traffic
is still allowed, and the passages of
exceptional humanilarian cases

The decision excludes health
workers in the Kingdom from
Philippines and India, and evacu-
ation, shipping and trade trips tak-
ing necessary precaulions. Saodi
Arabia has 45 coronavirus cases.
President Donzld Trump on
Wednesday suspended travel
from Europe to the United States
for 30 days in a "tough” new effort
to halt the spread of the novel
coronavirus pandemic that has

sparked a run on the stock market
and s rapidy multiplying

The: ban will not include travellers
from the United Kingdom, which

muodemn histary.” he said,

He announced a sevies of meas-
ures designed to ease the fman-
cial burden for people having to

the United States. Shorly after,
the White House sald Trumg, 73,
would be canceling a tip fo
Nevada and Calorada  on

=\ Sy

recently lefl the Eurepean Unian,

Trump saldin a primetime
address from the Oval Office to a
worred nation, Trump sought to
rebuff critics who say his leader-
ship has been lacking during the
crisis, insisting that “the virus will
not have a chance.”

World  Health  Qrganisation
declares coronavirus outbreak as
‘pandemic”This is the maost

aggressive and comprehensive
effort to confront a foreign virus in

take weeks off from work while on
quarantine.But his mest far-reach-
ing announcemant was the halt on
Ewrepean travel Trump said this
would go inta effect from ‘midnight
Friday™I'm confident that by. ..
continuing fo take these tough
we  will  signifi

y out of “caution.”

In his address, Trump put a harsh
accenl on Europe’s role i the
spread of the virus, which began
in China and has now travetied
around rmuch of the woed, bring-
ing sometimes fatal fu-Bke symp-
loms. The European Union failed
to take the same precautions and
restict travel from China and
other holspols” as the United
States, Trump said.

“As a result & large number of new
clusters in the United States were
soeded by travellars  from
Europe.”Abaut 4 500 paople have

died so far worldwide. As of|yq.

Wednesday, Ihere were more than
1,900 confirmed infections in the
United States and 32 deaths,
according to @ tally by Johns
Hopking University. Numbers are
axpected to skyrockel in the
United States once more testing is
done Anthony Faudi, the director
of the Mational Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, said ear-
lier that COVID-19 is

reduce the threat to our cilizens
and we'll ulimately and expadi-
tiously defeat this virus,” he said,
Trump called on eldery pecple to
avoid non-essential travel within

estimated to be 10 fimes more
deadly than flu and that without
aggressiva containment and miti-
gatien, “‘many millions” could
potentially contract the virus.

Gender inequality in Pakistan: Only 11% of
listed firms have female director

LAHORE: Pakistani companias ane
yet to inducl greater number of
female exscufives on senior posi-
tions to ensure gender equaldy
because currently 50% of lsted
companiss lack women directors on
their boards Almost 30% of the
KSE-100  companies have no
fermale director In genersl, only
11% of the companies listed at
Pakistan Stock Exchanga have a
female representative on their board
of directors, stated 8 survey
released by the Women on Board
Pakistan Wormen on Board is a self-
funded initiative of professionals
working valuntarily and aiming to
ensure diversity as an important
component of carporate parform-
ance. Tha survay, conducted for the
wear 2018 while setting 2016 as the
base year, considered a iotal of 547
listed compenies, of which 50 did
notl have any record The survey

womnen  directors  registered a
grawth of 22.8%, rising from 351 in
2018 1o 430 in 2018.This translates
Into 11% companies having women

ton an their boards of directors. The
number of such companies in 2016
stood at 320.7rship in the remaining
B9% companies still rests with
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directors whereas directorship In the

revealed that 28% panies within
the Pakistan Business Council and
41% at the PSX did not have any
famale director.The total number of
directors in 2018 shrank marginally
to 3.852. a drop of 0.44% compared
to 2016, However, the number of

slill rasts
with males “There were 185 cormpa-
nies having women dirgctors in
2016 and the number increasad to
289 in 2018 stated the survay.
“Similarly, 208 companies still exst
in 2019 without female represanta-

males.
“There were 185 companies having
women direclors in 2016 and the
number increased to 289 in 2018.°
sisted the survey. “Similarly, 208
companies still exist in 2018 without
female representation on their
boards of directors, The number of

such compames in 2016 slood at
3207

Currently, only one company in
Pakistan has six femnale directors,
the survey added There was no
compeny with five famale directors,

female directars.

HR activists refer to India's riots as an
‘organised massacre' against Muslims

Washinglon: Two-thirds of the more than 50
peapla who were brutally killed in India have
bean idantified as Musiims and human rights
activists are referring to the ordeal as an
‘organised massacra’, repored Tha Mew York
Times.

Kaushar Ali namated his encounter with New
Dl police on Fedruary 24, 2020. He was on
his way home, when he was met with Mistim
and Hindu mobs hurling rocks at each oiher,
Maturalty, Ali urned 1o polios officers for help
The officars pushed him 1o the ground and
cracked his head. They started beating him,

aang with cthar Muslims, Tha police faughed 21
them, jabbed them with their sticks and made
them sing the nationa! anthem, as the men lay
on the ground, begging for Bem ta stop

“The polica were toying with us,” he seid, addng
that the police said, “Even if we kil you, nathing
wil happen ba us.”

Tha eclpsa of shining india

India & suffering from ane of the worst sactarian
rigts in years. The Bharetiya Janata Pary (BJP)
= under the leadarship of Prime Minister
Marendra Modi - have openly berabed MusEms,
Tensions skyrocksted afier Modi's government
stripped occupied Kashmir of its subonomy and
imposed @ strict communscation blackoul, on
Pugust 5.

Reports suggest that New Delhi police have
acfively hefped Hindu mobe burn down Muzslim
hames, terdure Muslim families and theow rocks
al Musim prolesters.

Jowrnalists af The Mew Yark Times overheard
pelice officials yeling for guns to confrant the

growing mobs, Researchers allege that few
officers have purposely been placed on the
straats, with inadequate frearms.

A Muslim school principal in Kamataka wes |ailed
far more than two weaks on sedition charges
afwr her students perormed a play that police
officials believe was criticising of the Indian
premies,

Muslims are leaving thek neighbouhoods in fear
—with moee than a thousand already shifting into
camps for internally displaced people. on the
outskirts of Delhi,

Dalhi police dery any biss and said they “acted

swiftly 1o cantrol law and ordar”
Modi's annexation of Occupled Kashmir exposed
Tasclat India

After years of sience, India's Musim poputation
turned to the streats to protest the new anti-
Muslim law — a law thal eases the way for
religicus minodties from theee Muslim-malonty
neyghbaurng nabons be gain Indian ctizenship,
but ot if they am Musim

‘Thera's & methed fo this madness,” said &
Muslim activist Umar Khalid. “The govemmant
warits o bring the enlire Mushm community o
thair knaas, ta beq for their livas and bieg for their
Fweihoods,”

“You can read It in their books, They believe
India’s Muslims should live in perpetual fear”
India has a history of forturing minceities. In
1984, the palice in New Delhi stood back as
mabs massacred 3,000 Sikhs. In 1593, hundreds
of Muslims were killed in Mumbai and n 2002,
hundreds aof Muslims were brutally murdered m
Gujarat

IHC issues notice to PTA in contempt
case for failing to notify PECA section

ISLAMABAD: The lslamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday Issuved a notice 1o

wsing the axpression ‘shell has manifested
its Intention that it is-mandatory for the

Fakistan Authority
(PTA) aver tha body's failure to notify rules
confemplated by the legislalure under sub-
section (2) of Section 37 ¢f the Prevention
of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) 2016.

The petitien, filed by the Awami Warkers
Party (AWF), sought contempt proceedings
agains! the FTA for failing to comply with
the Septembar 2010 order issued by the
same court. The bench was presided by
IHC Chief Justice Athar Minailan

In 2019, the AWP approached the high
court after their website was blocked by the
PTA. The authority had maintained that i1

Authority 1o presceibe rules for the
purposas described under Section 37(2) of
the Act of 2016." it added

The IHC had directed PTA lo frame rules
undar Section 37 (2) of the PECA 2016
within 00 days after the rufing. Six manths
on, the authority is yet to comply with the
order PTA nol empowerad fo block any
webgite: IHCPravention of Elecironic
Crimes Act 20185ection3T: Unlawful on-ling
cantent

(1) The Aulharily shall have he power 1o
ramove of Block or issue directions for
removal or blocking of access 1o &n

d under Sectiond? (2} of
PECA 2018 to Bock the website

Howevar, the bench rulad that the suihorty
‘was not empowered 1o block any wabsite in
vialation af due process and withou!
hearing the viewpalnt of the other pary.
“This interprafation of Section 37 of tha Act
of 2016 is in flagrent violation of the
fundamental rights guaranteed under the
Constitution as well as lhe settied law
enuncieted by the superiar courts.” raad the
order

The ceurt noted that the principles of
natural justice are required fo be read into
every statute, |1 further observed that
Article 104 made | mandatory lo observe
the reguirements of due process before
passing any order ar taking any action
wheareby persons could be adversely
affected. "The legisiature in its wisdom by

through any system
if it considars if necessary in the inlerest of
the glory of slem or the infegrity, security
or defence of Pakistan or any part thereof,
public arder, decency or morality, or in
relztion to contampt of coun or commission
of or incitemant te an offance under this
Act{2) The Autharity shall, with the
approval of the Federal Government,
prescribe rules providing for, among othar
matters, safeguards, transparen? process
and effective oversight mechanism for
exercise of powers under sub-section (1)
{3) Until such rules are prascribed under
sub-section (2), the Authority shall exercize
its powars under this Act or any other law
for the time baing in force in accordance
with the direstions issved by the Federal
Governmant not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act

FB offers support to Pakistan for
coronavirus awareness campaign

ISLAMABAD: Facebook on Thursday
offered support o Pakistan in the
COMONAVIFUS Awarengss campaign.

Special Assistant to Prime Minister an
National Health Services Dr Zafar Mirza

however, 13 comganies had four fmet  an Internaticnal  Facebook's
women directors and 26 had theee |j i i ding to a
health ministry spokespersan, a

that 45 com- di ion was held on the

The survey highligl

panies, which took part in the
research, had two female directors.
while 204 had st least

grawing pandemic which has claimed more
than 4,000 livas world lives worldwide.

ane famale diractor on their boards.
The survey also probed whether
women were enjoying these key
posts due to the companies being a
family business or not. It revealad
that the number of wemen directors.
related to each other decreased
11.9% %o 281 in 2019 whereas the
percantage of women direclors
unrelated to each other soared
365.6%, from 32 In 2018 to 149 in
2018 The index shall set and eval-
uate the performance of companies
on gender development bench-
marks such as hiring practices, ratio
of famale workforce and the number
of women professanals on senlor
management.

il ive for and Public
Advecacy Jullan Zhu assured that
miginfermation regarding the COVID-18
'would be remeved the Facebaok
Or Mirza said that mere than 41 millien
people in Pakistan use Facebock. The
support from the social media websile
'wauld help sensitize paaple in the country.
First Pakistani coronavirus patient in lialy
passes away
On Wednesday,
Organisation (WHO)
cosgnavirus @ pandemic,
‘We are deeply concarned both by the
alarming levels of spread and severily and
by the alarming levels of inaction. We have
therefore made the assessment that
COVID-19 can be characlerised as a

The World Health
declared the
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pandemic,” Directer-Genaral Tedrag
Adhanem Ghebreyesus leld a news
confarence.

Four countries account for 93% of the
nearly 110,000 cases worldwide, Tedros
said. “We are encouraged that ialy iz
laking aggressive measures to comain its
epdemic and we hope that those maasures
prove effective in the coming days,” he
added,




