nm\su-mw_snm 1057 PM Page 1

THE O

)

PINION LEAD

&

R

Vol. Xl No. 205

Karachi

Sunday, 15 March, 2020, 19 Rajab Ul Marjab, 1441,

Pages: 4

Price Rs. 5.00

36 brigadiers
promoted as major
generals

RAWALPINDI: The
Pakistan  Army  Promodion
board on Friday promatad 36
brigadiers fo the rank of major
genaral.

The meeting 1o this regard
was heki here al General
Headquarters  which  was
presided by Chiel of Army

Siaff (COAS), General Camar
Javed Bajwa, an Inter
Services Public  Relations
(|SPR) press rolease said.

Around 25 brigadiars
raised fo higher rank belonged
to warious corps whereas 11
brigatiers were from Army
Maodical Corps.

Those promoted include
Brigadier Faheam  Amer,
Brigadier Rashid Mahmood,
Brigadier  Abdul  Mosed,
Brigedier Shahid Manzoor,
Brigadier Arshad Mehmood,
Brigadier Muhammad  Atf
Mansha, Brgadier Mikhar
Hazsan Chaudhary, Brigadier
Muhammad  Umer Bashir,
Brigadier Asad Ur Rahman,
Bngadear Wepd Aziz, Brigadier

Kamran Tabrez Savera.
Brigadier Muhammad Raza
Aizad , Brigadier Ch Amir
Brigadier Jawwad
Ahmad Qazi, Brigadier Ehsan
All, Brigadier Kamran Mazir.
Brigadier Shabeer Marejo,
Brigedier  Adll  Rehmani,
Brigadier Javed Dost Chandio,

Brigader Syed Asil Hussain,
Brigadier Muhammad Ishag
Khattak, Brigadier Ahmad
Bilal, Brigadier Muhammad
Shahbaz Tabassum, Brigadier
Zafar Igbal and Brigadier
Imran Wah.Those approved
from Army Medical Comps
include  Brigadior  Mohsin
Muhammad Qureshi,
Brigadier Zaheer Akhiar
Brigadier Mahmood Sultan
Brigadier Hafeez Ud Din,
Brigadier Salman Salaem,
Brigadiar Muhammad Zafar
Ali, Brigadier Syed Khurram
Shahzad, Brigadier  Bilal
Umair, Brigadier Atig Ur
Rehman  Stehria, Brigadier
Rao Afi Shan Khan and
Brigadiar Abeera Choudry.

With two more coronavirus cases,
tally rises to 30

ISLAMABAD: While two more
cases of the novel cosan-
avirus  (COMID-19)  were
reported  in FPakistan on
Saturday, raising the tally to
30, Prme Minister Imran
Khan said he was parscnally
ovarsaeing the messures
adopled o deal with the sdua-
Bon and would addness the
niation soan

The first meebng of the
National Ceardinalion
Cammittee (NCC) en COVID-
18 was infarmed by the
provinces that & decsions
made by the Mational Security
Committee on Friday had
been implemented n lether
and spirit.

The Sindh govemment on
Saturday orderad the closume-
of af ghrinas, marriage halls
and coermag across lhe
province for three weeks
Taking a policy decision
Chief Mirister Syed Musad All
Shah also decides thal edu-
cational process in saminar-
jes and training institutes.
mamaga functions in cubs
and public galharings, inclid-
Ing Urs celebrations of Sufi
saints, would aso remain
suspended 1l Apr 5.

I want 1o inform S nation |
am  personally  overseeing
measures  to  deal with
COMID-8 and will address

the nation soon. | would
advise paaple 1o follow safety
insfructions issued by owr
gowt.

Whila there is & need for cau-
tien there & no nead for
panic,” Pime Minister Khan
weated.

He said in anolher tweat "W
are alert to the dangers and
hiave pul i place sufficient
protocols for the safety and
health of ow people The
WHO  [World  Health
Organsation] has commend-
ed our efiorls as being
amongst the best in the worid.
Executive Director of the
MNabanad Institubz of Health
(MIH) Maj Gen Dr Aamer
fieram, while talking fo Dawn,
confirmed that on Saturday
bwo more Cases were report-
od fiom  Islamabad  and
Karachi due to which the taly
biad rsen to 30,

A 3-yearokl woman who
had come from 1he US o
attand a marriage ceramony
has been confirmed with the
wirus. She is in critical condi-
Hon and has been put on &
ventilalor al the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Another patient confermed in
Karachi is a0 8 woman whe
had travelied to Saudi
Arabia,' he said,

The MGG meeling was

chaired by Special Assistant
to the Prime Minister on
Health Dr Zafar Miza and
ettanded by the four chief
ministers thraugh video link,
SAPM on Information Or
Firdows Ashig Awan.  the
director  general of Intar-
Services  Public Relations
(I5PR), federal Finance
Secrelary Naveed Kamran
Baloch, chairnan of the
Hational Disaster
Management Aulhonty, sur-
geon general of Pakistan and
others.

A participan, requesting not
to be quoted, said that the
provincestoid the meeting
they were prepared to deal
with amy untoward situation.
"It was also informed that all
border crossings hed bean
closed  for  two  weeks
Howavar. anly Indian pilgrims
will be allowed fo visd
Kartarpur. Arrangements #
points of entry ane being fur-

ther improved.

People don’t have to ged
panic and faciites have bean
sel up across the country to
lest suspecied patients for the
wirug,” he said

According b an official state-
ment, Dr Mirza sad a coondi-
nated natona response o
safeguand the health of peg-
ple of Pekistan was under-

way,
“The federal and the provin-
cial povernments and relevant
apgencies are working in uni-
zon to meat the challenga. All

inslitulions
Ineliding madaris will reman
closed for students and stafl
for three weeks. Incoming
travellers at Kartarpur would
be aflowed afer proper
sCraend

The minisiry of informatan,
the ISPR and the Ministry of
Matioral Health Services will
[ointty work 1o keep the puslic
informed  on corenavinis
Peogle e being provided
guldance and necessary
assstance through helpline

educatisnal

168, he said.

"We are folowing insemation-
al best practices strictly in all
aspects of our response, ba it
in screening of travellers at

paints of eniry, laboratory
tests of suspecled patients,
L of

not penic and fight this che-
lenge as ane nation by pro-
tecting ourseives through
simple  precautionary meas-
uras and educating communi-

fies.
The role of the media is of it
=

facidles preventingzross-bar-
derspread of the virus or sur-
wvaillanca,” Dr Mirza said.

Incoming  travellers From
affected counlries are being
scrsanad and followed up. A
quarantine facility has been
established al Pasistan-lran
border at Tahan Necessary
measures have been put in
place at the Afghan border at
Chaman,” he sakd “We must

P 10 ersurne Mat

only authentic and accurate
infornation i provided fo the
peaple 50 panic can be avoid-
od and risk avarted.
Pilgrims sent to provinces
from Taftan The SAPM refut-
& the claims made by some
members of the National
Assemibly and said that 1,822
Pakstanis, kept at Taftan bor-
der, had been sent to ther
respechive provinces.

Countries bolster virus defences as
Spain reports 1,500 new cases

PARIS: Gaovernments
around the world ramped up
the battle against the new
comnavirus on Saturday by
shulting borders and promis-
ing cash injections, &5 Spain
emerged  as &  global
holspolregistering more (hasn
1,500 new Infectansinust 24
o,

A week thel saw schoals
and businesses shut down

iban on traveliers from Ewrope
also came into effect on
Saturday, a day after the final
planefoads of Eurgpean pas-
singers fiew into Los Angeles

European nations mean-
while fampes up border con-
trods, with foreigners foebldden
from crossing inte Russia from
Mosway and Poland. Cenmark
and the Czech Republic also
announced stringent restric-

indefinitaly, millions of trav-

allgrs  barred fromorossing
bordars, celabrities and pofit-
wians become mfected and the
whole of Italy locked down
ended with a flufry announce-
ments American  President
Donald Trump declared a
national  emergency  and
annaunced a $50 billign pack-
ape & the death fall in the US
rose to 50, with similar meas-
ures being taken by govern-
mants fram Austria to Canada
an Saturday.

The president's 30-day

tions.

Square and streats from
Milan bo Madrid were desaried
as govermment cals fo slay at
hame ware heeded by most
some Italians fook 1o singing
to each ather from their win-
dows 1o beal the socal isala-
tion, others crganised rounds
of egplause The Word Healih
Organisation  (WHO) con-
firmed Europe &8s the epicen-
e of the pandemic on Friday
after 8 drematic slumg in new
cases in China, where the
virus  first  emerged in

Diecembar I8t year.

Aftenfion has  suddenly
shifted to Spain, which has
more then 5,750 cases, and
Iealy with mare then 17,000,

Iran oo confirmed anothes
huge jump on Selurday to
aimost 13,000 cases, making
Il the workd's third worst-afiect-
ed country from a virs that
has infacted mare  than
140,000 people globally and
killed more than 5,000.

Badouts 1o come? The
human cost & rapidly being
miglchied by the econcmic cost
financial markets endured a
rodercoasier ride all wesk with
spectacular ksses triggered
by fears of a ghobal recession
followed by huge gains afer
government spending
pledpes Companies nraunced
drastic measures to help tack-
le the wvirus US tech giant
Apple closed all of s stores.
out side Chena until March 27,
with CEQ Tim Cook saying he
had leamt from sieps takan in

Pakistan to
participate in
SAARC video

moot on
coronavirus

|SLAMABAD: Ths gowesn-
et has said that it will par-
Ecipate n a video condenence
of  fthe Soulh  Asian
Assoclation  for  Reglonal
Coogeration (SAARC) lead-
ershig 1o combat the coron-
avius pandemic that has
Killed cver 5,000 people glob-
ally.

In a tweel posted e
Friday night, the Fareign
Office (FO) ~ whie respond-
Ing o & proposal by Indan
Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi, calling for a “strong
sirategy” to combat COVID-
18 — said thet Pakisten “will
be available o paricipats in
the wvideo conference of
#SAARC member couniries
on the issus’,

“The theeat of #COMID-19
rBquires i affiorts

China, Cne of is
thal the mast effective way te
minimige risk of the wis's
transmission is b reduce den-
sity and mawimse social ds-
tance,” he said. British Airways
meanwhile became the lalest
plabal fimm fo hint at drastic
aclion to come, with CEO Alax
Cnz teling staff to expect job
losses.

PML-N, Opp have split narratives,
says Firdous Ashiq Awan

ISLAMABAD: Special
Asstant to the Prime Minister
an Information and

Broadeasting Dr Firdous Ashig
Awan  Salurdey said the
Pakistan  Muslim  Loague-
Mawaz lacked a unanimous

NAS (National Accountatslity
Buresu),” Dr Firdous said in &
senies of tweets,

Instead of sending show pas

cause nabices 0 its members
of parlisment, she said the
PML-N should have served i

narratve s lls awn members
had been demanding the
return of its leader Shehbaz
Shaf from abroad.

“The PML-M believes in
anly one narrative which is ‘o
conceal assets and evade

\o Shehbaz Sharif asking him
1o return from abroad.
Redeming to former prime
minisier Mawaz Sharid, Dr
Firdous =aid the party which
pretenced 1o be bearer of

democratic  norms,  should

have also sent notice 1o its
leader who laid foundation of
‘Changa Manga' palitics in the

it
“The PML-N members are
matchisss who by securing
theis persanal gaing, have
red the naticnal econo-
my, growing richer @ the cost
of poor public. They have also
pushed the pecple info 2
‘guagmire of |oans” by trans-
ferring mongy throwgh TTs
(Talagraphic Transactions),”
she siressed.

The spacial assistant said
the peopie gat rid of the PML-
N govemment by standing
against its fascistic rule,

The special assistant sad it
was evident from the history
thatl both the PML-N and
Pekistan People's Party hed
onky admitted the results of
those electans in which thay
shood WClonous.

al [the] ghobal and regional
level We have communical-
ed thal SAPM on Heatth will
b available 1o padicipate in
the video conference of

#3AARC member countries

on the FO
Spakesparson Aisha
Farooqui - said Faroogui's
responsa came hours after
Priers Minister Modi exterded
his affer. *| would ke to pro-
pose that the leadership of
SAARC natons chalk out a
strong strategy 1o fight
Coronavirs. We could dis-
cuss, via video conferencing.
ways 10 keep our citzens
healthy. Togather, we can set
an example ta the warld, and
contribute to 2 healthier plan-
at” he had tweeted Various
media raports obsanved that
Prime Ministar Modi's offer
was unexpected given the
fact that his govemment.

issua,”
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Increase in GSP
Plus

THE Union has

the Gi

Sys

tem of Preferences-Plus (GSP-Plus) status for Pakistan,
enabling the country to continue to enjoy prefarential
duties on exports for the next two years. Making the
announcement |n this regard, Advisor 1o Prime Minister
on Commerce Abdul Razak Daud thanked the EU institu-
tions for allowing the country fo avail rlself of the status

and also

federal and

and

Ministry of Commerce’s treaty implementation cell for
striving hard fo meet the GSP plus obligations. The daci-
sion has deeper meaning and significance for Pakistan
because of its economic and polilical benefits and the
message that it sends to all concemed. Pakistan had lob-
bled hard to win the GSP-Plus status that is confributing
to the cherished objective of poverty reduction and good
governance. Since the grant of GSP-Plus in 2014,
Pakistan's exports to the European Union have
enhanced from 4.538 billion suros in 2013 1o 7 482 billion
euros in 2019, registering an increase of 65 per cent. The
main sectors that benefited from GSP-Plus have been
textle and garments, which besides eaming foreign
exchange for the country, provided emgloyment opportu-
nities, especially for fernales. Pakistan is passing through
a difficult economic phase and by extending the applica-
tion af Ihe scheme, the Ewopean Union has adopted a

the ens It s

h ta help

also a vote of wnﬁuence inthe policies being pursued by
the couniry especially the progress made by it in imple-
mentation of the rebevan! conventions. The latest assess-
ment report of the EU has appreciated Pakistan in taking
positive steps in the areas of climate change, forastation
under billion ree tsunami project, improved vigilance o

combat ilcit narcotics.

Abdul Khalig
Pakistan's avowed ensmy
India from across end infto
our borders, Tears cannol
help ralling down istening 1o
the songster, realizing we
£an never pay back what our
defenders continue to render
as these emblems of defi-
ance and undeterred martyr-
domindeed are not a com-
modity you can buy in the
open market Bul one is
shamed 1o endurs the kind
and tevel of msponse from
Pakistan's pohucalleadsrshlp

Artistic approach

fram India but mouth-pieced
through the Saudi
Gevernment that it would not
stand wih Pekistan if it did
not de-escalate by releasing
the pilol foriwith The news
finds corroboration  with
Danakl Trump responding io
a questionar in Hanoi on the
incident saying” you will
£00n hear £oma good naws”
pramptly afler the swift retert
by Pakistanl Air Force to
Indian abortive incursion into
Pakistan's side of Kashmir,
Thiswasinstantly followed
bythe Pakistani

offering
senvice fo our vaaanmnned
Forces with which it claims fo
be on the same page, mone
sagnificantly in succumbing 1o
undue and uncalled for pres-
sure at the international level
from our so-called allies as
well a5 the Islamic brother-
hood @nd bringing o naught
the sacrifices being rendered
by defenders of molherand,
The latest revelation was 8
news break over BEC late
last week that the downed
and captured Inglan Pilot
Abhi Mandan during last
February's encounter with
India was released promptly
by Pakistan after receiving
threats initially emanating

Pr g
release and return  ofthe
Indien pilot, oetensibly s &
aoodwill gesture from the
floor of the House of
Parliament amid tailored
spplause, but crticized in the
media by disceming snalysts
andthe  general  public
besidesthe Dpposition which
opined that even If it wese to
be a geodwill gesture il
should not have been made
in undue hasta. The British
Broadcast newsbreak gams
cumency as It has not been-
mel with & forceful repoinder
rejectingthe story and over-
riding A with its own version
for world consurmption, which
saverely dents the Pakistani

feat Is Bt nol wonical thal
instead of keeping your per-
foarmance flag flying high
‘among the comity of nations,
you bruisethe pade af your
defenders and  bring o
naught the aof

Those few In the elernal
worid will stand alone as they
do even in this temparary
human abods. Mr Prime
Minister! Your call and desire
to malch Pakman Wdh the
State of

the Pakistani Air Force by
bowing down fo unsavoury
pressures! FPakistan must
harbour no illusions about
slrategic and concreéle sup-
port either from its Imperkal
ally deserting al critical
momants, orthat
ofitsMuslimiackeysiike
Saudifrabla which has not
upheld the religious bond in
the manner the custodians of
the Houga of God need to do
in thesa moments of worddly
Iributatons. That the commit-
ted followers of the faith wil
be far and few, is & revelation
made in the Holy
Seriptures;more specifically
and repeatedly reiterate-
dinthe Bible Taura and the
Hely Quran lsolation. in a
workd givan over to expedian-
cies against the ever-watch-
ful eya of the Providence. is
nothing ta fear or shy away
froem s after all it is not & bad
deal if eamed In pursuance
of your true and dedicated
resolve of upholding your
sovereignly and  ntegrity.

("

noblethought, and onemust
reject woices mocking at the
idea by comparing it with
your Government parform-
ance in a matier of months,
But having sa«d thal, you car-
tainly need to maich your
wands with at least an unam-
biguous road-map  which
shows a modest but concreta
beginning in that direction at
home, and a feariess and
uncampromising resolve and
outiook in dealing with the
outside world as do Turkey,
Malaysia, Iran and MNorh
Korea whose |eadership is
recognized and known far
mora than any other develop-
Ing nation, precisely on that
count. Your claims nal o fall
foul in fighting clher's wars
should not just mean refusal
to sct as mercanaries lending
bases and strategic help o
others, bul alse ngt o suc-
cumb to pressures such gs
those from Sauwdl Arabia
which prevented you from
attending the wal-meaning
moot in Malaysia meant to

emancipate the world against
Islam phobia, and pre-
mature release ofthe downed
Indian piot. One must not get
carried away by Donald
Trump's words of public
praise on Indian soll for
Fakistan's posifive role in
combating termorism which
was largely aimed at ensur-
Ing Pakistani support over
the crucial settiement with
HAfghan Taliban, the effect of
which he promplly neutral-
ized in his joint Staternent
with Madi andorsing his right
to dafand and respond 1o
Imaginary terrorist ajtacks
and arming Indis 1o testh
against Pakistan and China
Such is the myopic duplicity
of the USAssstan Secretary
of Statedlice\Welis, that
ratherthan announcing
clamping of sanctions
aganst India for undetarred

ing hundreds ofMuslims,
desacrating mosques and
setting their houses and
properties  on firg, she
instead had the cheek to ask
the hapless Muslim popula-
tion on the receiving end, 1o
show restraint, Pakistan as
usual falled to forcefully react
and condemn the orgy or
bring it to the call attention
notice ofthelN andtheworld
communily. Iranian supreme
leader Ayatollah

onelistenstothe &-year old
Pakistani sen
sationHadiyaHashmi's heart
randing crooning of Sufi
Tabassum's  emobon-filed
etarnzl varse ‘Agy puttar hat-
tare nain wikday't reminds
all Pakistanis oftheinvaluable
being ofthe PahsIanl menin
uniform sac-

pling of fund
human rights, pig-headed
L and

2

rifices In Bood they render in
ding the

treachery against theMusi

majority in its occupiadierrito-
ry  of  Kashmir, and
warningtheBJPGovernment
over-anti-Musém Delh ou-
break of ricting caused by
RES sleuths concurrent 1o
Dorakd Trump's visit o India
kiling over a dozen andinjur-

against % of
Khamanei's latest waming o
Indliz against cantinued mas-
sacre ofMusims in India and
Kasherir 1s an immulable
example of shunning expedi-
engy and disregarding any
pressure. Courtesy, PO

Abdul Malik

Pakistan's Annual GOP
growth rate of 2019, agricul-
ture, faresiry and fishing con-
tributes to 11% of 53% of total
GDP. Cotion is Pakistan's
prize crop and since the inva-
sion of locusts in June 2018,
about 40% of crops have
been destroyed by the incur-
sion which mainly included
cotton of course, Pakistan's
sroncmy mainly. consists of
cotton and textie as Pakistan

Stable economy

has an agrobased ndustry
&nd the destruction of crops in
2018, and now 2020, the cot-
ton production has decreased
by 19%. Aczording to the US
Degartment of Agricullure, the
growth rate of cotion exports
was 56.67%inthe year 2019
and this is not so bad i the
percentage is considered bul
if wa fook back to the growth
rate in 1993, the percentage
‘was 72.84% and in the same
year Pakistan was plagued by
the same atack. And right
now, due 1o fower lempera-

tise in Pungab, locusts ane
making their way fo the farms
over there and this time the
siluation is worse and the rea-
son is that the locusts’ type is
the most notorious one e
{Schistocercagregaria) and
these locusts are the ones
which caused significant loss-
&5 to crops in Wesl Africa in
the years 2004-5 and had an
adverse efiect on the food
and land security i the affect-
ed region, Pakistan can lese
hundreds of acres of land, if
Ihe problerm ig ot ackled the

right way. Pakistan's
FrdousAshin Awan ead “We
are facing the worst locust
Infestation in more than two
decades and have decidedto
deciare a nalional emergen-
cyte deal with the threat”
Even though the precaution-
any measures ane being taken
and 2 specific kind of pest-
cide is being sprayed on
orops e fipronil this pesti-
cudeiteelfis very harmful for
human heath so even if the
cops am saved, they are of
ne use [only taking into

account the food crops this
tme). The econamy of
Pakistan. God forbid, can be
In & shambles, considerng
the fact that the stock maret
and businesses amre aleady
facing numerous issues. So
there's & really high chance
that the growth rate of
Pakistan i geing 1o be really
|ow this year. According 1o tha
report of Pekistan Cotton
Ginners® iation (PCGA),

only province wilh lion pro-
duction of cotton, failed io
mest the cotton production
target in 2018, The statistics
indicate thad a total of 4.44
milion bales had amived al
the cotton market till October
15, which are 1.6 million bales
or 2654 percent less than
6,044 milion bales over the
corresponding  period  last
yaar Unﬂ(&ﬂ!e sumlus cottan

there waz a 21.09pc decine
in the cotton praduction in the
year 2019, Punjab, being the

year 2011-12,
due to infortunes like the one
discussed in this adice
Courtesy. PO

IGP MushtaqMahar launches
Zainab Alert mobile app

KARACHI: Insgector
General of Police Sindh
Mushizg Ahmed Mahar for-
mally launched an indige-

features Mushtag  Ahmed
Mahar mantioned that efferts
of our young enginsars werg
being recognized and latters

2020 has also been passed
by the Senate and this app
would Fulfill the requirsment
of "Establishment of Zainab

nously developed state-of-
the-art Zainab Alert Mabile
App in @ ceremony held at
Central  Police Office on
Tuezday. The ceramany was
attended by high officials
from &8l concemed depan-
rments, members of civil soci-
oty, Officars (Staff of Sindh
Police and guests from
CPLC along with volunteers

Addressing on the occa-
sion, IGP Mushtag Ahmed
Niahar highlighted the impor-
tance and need of such a
mobile app to save the Fves
of future generatians through
the use of current

of appreciation would be
given to project members
and the police headquarters
would facilitate them 1o pro-
duce more rasults.

Alsa present on the occa-
sign. CPLC Chief Zubair
Habit: mentioned, “The App
is @ joint venture of the Sindh
Police, CPLC and volunteers
from Mis Invent Lab for
reporting missing and found
children."He =said. “App has
thoroughly been lested for
last many menths at CPO
and CPLC by a dadicated
tmam of experts lo ensure
that there is no big in e
of the alert sys-

Technetogy (ICT).
He commended the
affarts put in by the project
team members to develap an
axcallent app that is user-
friendly and free of charge.
Sindn Police Chiaf hoped
that soon mose such apps
will be included in Zainab
Alert System, to address
other prablems like checking
of the vehicle ¢n the ge and
use of ICT to idantify crimi-
nale through facial recogni-
tion, Artificial |nteliigence
(A)) and machine leaming

lerm prior b its formal launch-
ing.” Zubair Habib aiso
reported, “Zainab Alert is at
par with the similar system
being used by firstworld
nafions in the world. In addi-
tian, Zainao Alert is the start-
ing point ol a senes of apps
that will be launched soen.”

He said. "Work on 108
and the web 20ps are under-
way regarding  speedy
reporting of missing and
tound children.”

CPLC chief infermed that
recently Zainab Alert Bill

Alart System” for reporting
migsing children.

Zubair Habib expressed
his configence that Eaunching
of this app from Karachi
would Eoon  expand to
nationwide

“The role of media in rais-
ing awarenass about the App
ls the need of the haur,” he

s3id.

KARACHI: Inspeclor
General of Palice Sindh
Mushtag Ahmed Mahar for-
mally launched an indige-
nously developed state-of-
the-art Zainab Alert Mobile
App in a ceremony held at
Central Police Office on
Tuesday.The ceremeny was
attanded by high officials
frem all concerned depart-
ments, members of civil sock-
ely, Officers iStaff of Sindh
Police and guests  from
CPLC along with valunteers.

Addressing on the occa-
gion, IGP Mushiag Ahmed
Mahar highlighted the impor-
tance and need of such a
mabile spp 1o save the lives
of future ganerations through

the wse aof current
Information  Communication
Technology (1CT)

Seminar calls for

portraying women

equally and exclu-
sively in media

KARACHE: Thare is the
need to porfray women in
media equally and exclusive-
ly at par with man so thal
they can play their due role
in national development.
The recent siogan ‘Mera
Jeism Meni Marzl' was spot-
lighted wrongly by electronic
media ag in fact, it wasg just
aimed at saving women from
sexual harassmant.
Electronic  media  diraly
needs to frain its anchors
and reporting staff so Ihal
they can highlight women's

issues  positively  and
respectiully

This was the crux of a
seminary enfitled Inclusive
and Equal Portrayal of
Wamen by the Media, organ-
ized by Pakislan Press
Faundation (FPF} in connec-
tion with MediadWomen
Campaign renning from 181
to 15th March in partnership
with the Free Press
Unlimited

FFF Secretary General
Owais Aslam Al welcomed
the audience for participating
in the discussion and said
that on the eve of the World
Women Day, PFF held the
first activity on women safety

some days back and today,
ihey were organizing another
program to seek inclusive
and equal portrayal of
women by the media. There
are low women in journalism
and also in falk shows.
These days, countries are
monitaring how many women
are sources of news, Thers
is a need to promote women
in media and portray them
positively. He said that

women fike Mahtab Akbar
Rashidl and Tasneem Ahmar,

and Aural Foundabon had

played a major role in
women empowerment and
safety, hence, they shouid
follow the suit,

Noted politician and for-
mar MPA Mahtab Akbar
Rashdi said that slectronic
media needed o adopt
ethics and give respect to
wornen, “ILis matter of great
concamn that these days,
pecple are being disgraced
i talk shows of electronic
media while assemblies had
also become a bad place for
disgracing esch other, There
are no ethics at all al both
places. Society shoukd
change its mindset that is hit-
fing women hard,”,

: s
Police book husband for burn-
ing wife, four in-laws to death

Karachi: The Hydersbad
police have booked the sus-
pact who aliegedly kiied his
wife, her mother and 3 sisters
by setting their fial in
Hyderabad SITE area on fire
an March &

SITE pofica stalion SHO
Mazhar Soomre sakl on
Friday that the accused
Arshad Dero was produced
before the lecal court thal
granted his 3-day physical
ramand for further intarroga-
tion. The FIR hatl besn ragis-
terzd an the state's complaint
under section 302 of Pakistan
Panal Code pravious night.

Earlier on Thursday, SSP
Hyderabad Adeel Hussain
Chandio todd media persons
that the March 9 incident of
fire was an act of arson. He
infermed that the palice had
arrested the suspect Dero
who confessed during the
investigation that he commt-
fed the crime,

Azcording 1o Chandia,
Dero was the husband of 26-

year-old Reshma. who was
one of the viclims and eldest
among the four sesters who
burnt fo death along with their
mother in thal incident

"When we put ail fhe evi-
dence which we collected
during  the imvestigation
befora him he confessed that
he sel the sel the apartmen!
on fira," the SSP added
“Before setling the fat ablaze
fu took away his children nd
left them at his home in Bhitai
Nagar area. He later returned
to the flat buying patrol fram

Muhemmad  petrol
while on way,” he said.

The S5P had lold thal
Dero poured  petral  from

pump

under the gap of the main

door of the flat which was
located in Labour Square
Apartments, adjacent 1o the
Federal Board of Revenue's
regional office in the SITE
area.

The 5SP said the police
would nominate Dero in the
FIR which was lodged &t the
SITE police station on the
state’s complaint.

City gets 12,000 coronavirus
diagnosis kits from China

KARACHI. China sent at
I=ast 12,000 disgnosis kits fo
Karachi on Tuesday as the
city witnessed & sudden
merease 0 cofonavirg

cases.

The testing kits were a
part of the epecial relief pack-
age that also included pesti-
cides to control the spresd of
lacusts in the country.

As per China's authorities,
the couniry would continue ks
relief efforts to curb the
spread of bolh coronavirs
and Iocust infestation, poing
an since the end of last year,
in Pakistan

& part from the diagnosis

kits, the cargo Includes 14
pesticide sprays and 50,000
liires of melathane, sources
said

They further claimed that
a5 per safaly measures the
cargo plane thet arived with
Lhe aid was made to land and

slop at & safe distance and
was senitised all around
before being approached.
China sent af least 12,000
diagnosis kits to Karachi on
Tuesday as the city wil-
nessed a sudden increasa in
CHTONavirus cases
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~ PML-N leaders say will support
creation of new provinces

MULTAN: Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N} senior leader
Shahid Khagan Abbasi on
Saturday urged all political
partias to wark together for
the establishment of new
provinces, saying the
incumbent government is

S

not 8 frue representative of
the masses

Addressing & joint press
confarence  with Javed
Hashmi and Ahsan ighal,
the former prime minister
gald that the PML-N was
not fighting for power but
for the supremacy of law
and constitution,

“Elected representatives
of the pecple should salve
problems of the masses
The present government
came inta power as a resull
of controversial election,”
he seid, adding that a sin-
gle political party cannot
establish a new province

Abbasi said that the
country is suffering from
flour and sugar crises but
government is busy in sup-
pressing political oppo-
nenis by making false
accusations of cormuption

Ha said that sending Mir
Shakilur Rehman to jail is
govemment's message to
the media that if you air the
lruth then the same fate
awaits yau

MNAB had on Thursday
arested the editor-in-chef
of the Jang Geo Media
Group in connection with

Abbasi said that this is not

“only applicable

property allegedly bought
illegally from a govemment
entity more than 34 years
ago.

“The govemment is so
obeessad with the media
that it has used every tactic
te put curbs an it" he sald

to Mir-
Shakilur Rahman and that
the averall situation of the
media is bad.

“His [MSR) newspaper
portrays the truth, They
Iied lo pressurise him to
etop him from teling the
truth. And when they failed,
the govemment made a
fake case against him,” he
said

“Thay {government)
cannot bear criticism. All of
you must have seen that
they hawve shifted GEO
News fo the last numbers
{on cable TV)," he saw

“What happened the
day before  yesterday
(Thursday}, | believe is the
darkest chapier in the hs-
tory of Pakistan's democra-
oy’ he noted The former
premier vowed that in
these times of distress he
would stand with the madia
fratemity.

Shedding light on the
cases made against the
PML-N leadership he said:
‘Imran Khan has not been
able fo prove corruption
agains! us, even after 1.5
years of PTlled govemn-
ment."They cannot stare

the PML-N by putting its

leadership behind bars,” he
added
Addrassing the

reporters, Ahsan lgbal said
that the opposition would
offer unconditional support
to the government if il was
sarious in establishing the

South Punjab p:nce.
Igbal said thal today
there 15 & war Detween

Coronavirus: CAA
suspends flight
operations from several
airports

KARACHI: The Civil
Aviation Authorty {CAA)
has announced that flight
operations from  several
airports across the country
will remain suspended
after the total number of

confirmed  coronavirus
cases reached 31 on
Saturday.

The CAA said that inter-
national aircraft operations
will only be available to

and from Jinnah
International  Airport in
Karachi,

18 and March 31, as per
their notification.

A day earller, seven
new cases surfaced in pll-
grims who were put in
guarantine at Taftan bor-
der an relurning from [ran,
jumping the total number
of confirmed COVID-19
cases 10 28 in Pakistan,
State Minister on Health
Dr Zafar Mirza confirmed,

Pakistan's top civil and
military leadership decided
to adopt a number of pre-

- o

International Airport and
Allama lgbal International
Airport in Lahore.

The notice stated that
operations from all other
alrports  will remain  sus-

fo control the

caniain |he spread of the
novel coronavirus includ-
ing sesling the country's
western border with Iran
and Alghanistan and can-
celling the Pakistan Day

“fascism and
in the counfry and the gov-
emment has opted for the
former.

“We cannot bear to lose
this war, we have fo win it
for our fulure generations,”
he said,

“The  enemies  of
Pakistan have invested in
Imran Khan and through
that Invesiment, he was
imposed on the peaple of
Pakistan,” he  noted,
adding: “Everyone has
sean that in 1.5 years he
has ruined evary sector of
the country.”

The PML-N leader said
that if things move forward
in the same way then the
‘country’s atomic  pawer
might be in danger”,

“The attack on media is
intolerable. All the demo-
cratic powers will put their
waight betind the media,”
he said, Today housands

pended

spread of Covid-19.

International airline
Thai Air also announced a
temporary suspension of
its operations between
Karachi and Bangkok.

The decision will be
effective bDetween March

parade  scheduled  for

March 23,

The World  Healih
Crganisation (WHD) has
already declared the oul-
break of COVID-18, a
mystericus pnaumonia-like
disease caused by the
COTORaVIruS, & pandemic.

Pakistan Post touts
increasing revenue

ISLAMABAL: The rev-
enue of Pakistan Post has
d an increase of

are  unem-
plo;ved because the incum-
bent government wants g
supprass the woice of
media,” he added

PM gives go ahead to five-year trade
policy, says Razak Dawood

ISLAMABAD: The feder-
al government is going to
maka fundamental
changes in trade policies
following the approval of
the five-year Siralegic
Trade Policy Framework
(STFF) by Prime Minister

-
said PM's
Commerce

Imran  Khan,
Adviser on
Razak Dawood.

The PM aide said the
new policy will cover 26
sectors and the gowern-
ment will provide an incsn-
five to the wvalue-added
sectors. He said the cur-
renl average duty draw-
back is 3 par cent which
will be modified for some
traditional sectors, such as
engineering, pharmacsuti-
cal, autn parts, processed
fopd  and  beverages,
footwear, germs, chemicals,
mest and pouttry, fruits and
wegetables, seafood and

markie,

Under the new frame-
work, the government has
fieed the expori farget at
§26 billion in 2021, $31bn
In 2022, §35bn In 2023
340bn in 2024, and $46bn
in 2025,

Speaking  aboul  the
backlog of 17 per cent
s&les tax refunds, he said
the government cleared a
backlag of tax refunds that
was pending since 2003
and it would also take
measures to address the
issie of pending dues
soon.

He said Finance Adviser
Haleez Sheikh, Stale Bank
of Pakistan Governor Reza
Bagir and himsaif will mest
on Fridey to chalk out a
mechanism to  transfer
sales lax refunds subject lo
the State Bank of Pakistan
in order fo ensure speedy

payment of refunds 1o (he
exporters.

At present, the Federal
Board of Revenue (FER)
deals with duty drawback
ang sales lax refunds
whereas the Ministry of
Commerce desls with
Drawbiack of Local Taxes
and Levies  (DLTL)
However, these subjecis
will be transterred o the
State Bank of Pakistan
under the new trade policy
framework.

He said thal there was
anti-export bias in ihe
country, adding that thers
was no cullure of faxes,
levies and  surcharges
where export culture exist-
ed. The drawback hes not
been revised for the last
eighi yeara, he added

He mentioned that the
incentives on duty draw-
back will not be auaulable
for the texiie sector
have not witnessed gruwln
in the textie sector” he
sgid, edding that the gow-
emment will have 1o move
away from the lexiie sec-
for.

The globel textile vol-
ume amounted 1o $E37bn
whereas enginearing and
chemicals had 32 frillion
volume each, he added.

RsT billian n a year after
the Pakistan Tehreek-a-

opgortunities 1o anline
shopping  portals  and

stores,” &n official told
APP.
Pakistan Post has

Insaf (PTI) government
came info power, govern-
ment sources have said,
According to officials,
the government had taken
many stepe te minimize
the loss of state-run postal
services in order to com-
pete with private couriers.
He said the revenue of
the department was on the
rige which was proof of the
fact that postal business
was not on the decline
“Under the

recently initiated & number
of new financial services
including same-day deliv-
ery, electronic  maoney
order, postal rest houses,
Fakistan foreign  remit-
tances and launching of
the postal mobile applica-
tion to overcoma its pravi-
ous |ossas in pursuit of its
policy of providing efficient

Pakistan Railways rolls out plan to
tackle virus threat

LAHORE: Pakistan
Rallways on Saturday has
made major decisions
the wake of coronavirus
threats in a mesting
chaired by Minister of
Railways Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed.

Karachi's rafway divi-
sion has set up & medical
help desk which will remasn
functional around the clock
and would be available to
all those ftraveling by
trains.

The desk is tasked to
create awareness of the
deadly pandemic on a
major scale throughout the
country angd manage the
affairs of the campaign.

Coronavirus prevention
sprays are already being
sprayed in all the trains
before and after arrival at
major stations in the coun-
iry.

Informative  banners
have been put up and pam-
phiats have been printed
that are 1o be handed out
o all passengers before
boarding their respective
trains.

A separate ward has
also been designated to
specifically deal with possi-
ble coronavirus ceses at
Pakistan Rallways Hessan
Hespital in Karachi canton-
ment. Railways an
Saturdsy has made major
decisions In the wake of
coronavirus threats in a
maafing chaired by

major scale throughout the
country and manage the
affairs of the campaign

Coronavirue prevention
sprays are slready being
sprayed in all the trains
before and afier amval at
major stations in the coun-
try.

Informative  banners
have been put up and pam-

Minister  of
Sheih Rasheed Ahmed,
Karachi's railway divi-
sion has set up a medical
help desk which will remain
functional around the chock
and would be available to

Raitways

&l those travelling by
trains, The desk is tasked to
creale awareness of the
deadly pandemic on a

phiets have been printed
that are to be handed cut
to all passengars before
boarding their respective
traing A separate ward has
also besn designated 1o
specifically deal with possi-
ble cosonavirus cases at
Pakistan Railways Hassan
Hospital in Karachl canton-
ment.

For Chinese, US visa halt puts jobs,
citizen hopes at risk

BELJING: Courtney
Huang fell in love with the
US as a nursing student in
Texas. She ended up stay-
ing 13 years and wants to
become a LS citizen.

But Huang now finds har
job, future, and dreams of
citizenship on the line since
the Trump administration
barred entry last month fo
non-US cilizens and resi-
dants flying in from China
aver the coronavinus out-
break.

With crucial deadlines
Icoming, her plans look
Increassngly a1 risk.

I'm really scared, Huang
said. | have a lot there, If |
don’t go back its just going
to be very difficuls.

The US suspended visa
pracessing in China on Feb
3, citing limited staffing
dunng the wirus outbreak,
Mo deadline exlensions
have been announcad and
its not known when the
stsspension will be Efed.

That's pul hundreds of
Chinesa citizens applying
for US work visas in mbo,
fretting as their jobs ook
inoressingly at risk.

Huang had retuned to
China to see her parents
aver the Lunar Mew ‘Yaar
holiday in late January
She had recenily landed a
naw job in California and
her work visa was on the
verge of approval when the

o, |

ties for women and & lberal
social envirenment ware
also draws, she added.

Huang cbtained & nurs-
ing degree in Texas, then a
masters degree in bioengi-
neering from UC Berkeley.
Shes on the verge of com-
plating an MBA, with an
eye towards settling per-
manenily.

Now, Huang is com-
cerned those plans could
fall apan. Tnough her new

the sciences,

Told the check would
lake four weeks, Yang
changed his flights and
prepared to stay longer.

Then in late January,
the Chinese govemment
began lacking down whole
cities 1o contain the wvirus.
Soon aflar, Trump
announced the US travel
ban. Yang got his passport
back in the mail with no
visa,

\‘*'“*&\\}« AN

employers, & company that
provides clinical support for
physicians, are under-
standing, Huang worries
that as the months go by,
there's & possibility she
may lose her job and with
M. her right 1o work in the
us.

Like Huang, Kewin
Yang, a Chinese dectorsl
studant researching
immunology at an
American university, [s alse

in
it

and sanvices
1o meet the present-day
requirement of postal
cllentele com-

initiative, Pakistan Post
also offers  partnership

merce and industry.

Coronavirus: Sindh schools closed
till June, NSC summoned

ISLAMABAD Prime
Mintster Imran Khan on
Thursday called an emar-
gency meeiing of the
Mational Sacurity
Committee  (NSC}  on
Friday to chalk up a strate-
gy In wake of the surge in
cases of the deadly coron-
avirus in Pakistan, as the
Sindh government
anncunced fhat all educa-
tional institutions in the
provinge will remain closed
till May 30, 2020.

The NSC meeting will
be attendsd by the chief
ministers  of all  four
provinces along with the
defence, imeror and for-
&ign ministers. PMs on
health Dr Zafar Mirza, eco-

nomic  adwiser  Abdul
Hafeez Sheikh, media
adviser Firdous Ashig

Awan and national sacurity
division alide Moeed Yusul
will also be present. All
three heads of the amed
forces and the directors-
genaral of Inter-Services
Infelligence  (151) and
Intelligence Bureau (18) wil
also attend the meeting
amang ather officials.

After the emergence of
another case in Gilgit-

Baltistan (GB) on
Thursday, Pakistan has
reported 21 confirmed

cases of the virus and all of
them had travel histories.
The latest case was report-
ad in Shigar, Skardu,
where the case of a 31
year-old man wha recantly
returned from iran was
found positive. On
Wednasday, 3 14-year-old
from Skardu had tested

posilive for the novel cono-
navirus. The first confirmed
case in GA was of 8 45
year-old  woman, who
arrived from lran a faw
days to Gilgit before she

Court orders NAB to
allow family’s meetings
with Mir Shakilur Rehman

LAHORE: An accounta-
bility court on Saturday
directed  the  National

Khalilur Rehman and wife
Sheheena Shakeel filed an

application in the court,

was According
to data shared by (he
Hational Institute of Health
(NIH), over 0.Bmillion peo-
ple warg out of

Bureau
(NAB) 1o facilitate the
mestings of Jang Group
editor-in-chief Mir Shakilur
Rehman with his family

which 271 were suspected
casas. Upon tests, 21 peo-
ple were lested posiive out
of 2 total of 471

On the other hand, &
meating of the Sindh
provincial cabinet chaired
by Chief Minister Syed
Murad All Shah decided
that summer wvacations
were being preponed in
Sindh and all schools in the
province will reopen on
June 1

1a the
law Rehman was arested
by the anti-corruption
walchdog on  Thursday
when he appeared befora
NAR in a 34-year-old case
relating to a 54-kanal land
allegediy allotted to him in
1988 by then-Funjab chief
minister Nawaz Sharil.
The court had on Friday

grasnted NAB  12-day
physical rem-and  of
Rehman.On Saturday,

Rehman's son Mir [brahim
Rehman, mother Mrs

WEE retuming everyonge's
passports,

After weeks of fretting
and weighing her options
at her parents home in
eastem China, Huang flew
to Thailand. She now plans
to wait out 8 mandated 14-
day self-quarantine before
seeing if she can get her
wisa fram the US Embassy
in Bangkak.

Though Huang was
bom and raised In China,
her whole life is now in
Cakland, California, where
she has an aparirmen, car,
friends and job. With har
Christian faith and gregari-
ous, outspoken manner,
the US feels ke homea.

| feed like | fit In better
there, Free speech, free
rafigion, Huang said. Clean
air, beller canser opportuni-

id his options.
After moving fo the US
eight years ago, Yang has
retumed home each winter
haoliday and had his student
visa renewed without a
hitch
Thig year, though, Yang
became one of many
Chinese citizens caught up
in the brutal tussée between
Beijing and Was}

-~
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American officials told
Yang's scademic adviser
that since Yang ne longer
had & visa, they could no
longer pay his stipend or
fund his ressarch with fed-
eral grant money, Hospital
surveys that Yang said he
spent thousands of dallars
end thousands of hours
over two years lo sel up
were now in peril, soma-
thing he described as a
crughing blow,

Maybe its time for me o
starl thinking about an
alternative career, Yang
said, mulling the possibdity
he wonl be able to finish
his Ph.C. Its like restarting

my fife,
Discouraging high-
skilled foreigners  from

immigrating could under-
mine the US economy and

over [rade and technotogy.

‘When Yang applied for a
visa in December, fihe
State Depariment told him
it was being delayed while
they investigated his hack-
ground for ties to the
Chinese government
American officials have in
recant years grown
alarmed over the alleged
thefi of US technology by
China, casting a cloud of
suspicion on Chinese citi-
zens like Yang who work in

Its global , sald
Anastasia Tonello, lormer
president of the American

Immigration Lawyers
Asgoclation
Mearly 2.5  million

Chiness were in the US as
of 2018, according to the
nonpartisan Migration
Poiicy Insfitute. and most
are significantly better edu-
cated than the average
American, China is atso the
main sowrce of foreign stu-
dents enrolled in US highar
education

seeking permission to vist
the meadia mogul on & daily
basis The application stal-
ed that Rehman is “an ald
and = sick person, who
needs medicines and
other ies for the

IHC issues notice to PTA for failing to
notify PECA section

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC} on Thursday issued a
notice  to  Pakistan
Telecommunication
Authority {PTA) over the
body’s failure to notify rulee.

safety of his heslith on
daily basis’. Due to his
poor health, the visits by
his family on a daily basis
are necessary to ensure
the provision of medicines,
food and other items, i
added "Il the above-said
facilities are not allowed to
be provided on (2] daily
basis to [Rehman] then his
health may deteriorate day

day which cannot be

taterable for him

by the leqls-
lature under sub-section
{2} of Section 37 of the
Prevention of Electronic
Grimes Act [PECA) 2016,
The petition, filed by the
Awami  Workars  Party
(AWP]. sought contempt
proceedings against he
PTA for failing to comply
with the September 2019
arder isssed by the same
court. The bench was
presidged by IHC Chief

Justice Athar Minaflah
In 2019, the AWP
approached the high court

PTA

after iheir websile was
blocked by the FTA. The
authority had maintained
that it was empowered
under Section 37 {2) of
PECA 2016 to block the
website However, the
bench ruled that the
authority was not empow-

ered 1o block any webslie
in vinlation of due process
and without hearing the
viewpoint of the ofher
party. " This interpretation of
Section 37 of the Act of
2018 is in flagrant vioation
of he fundamental rights
guaraniesd  under the
Constitution law enunciat-
ed by the superior courts.”
read the orderThe court
neted that the princples of
natural justice are required

be read into ewery
statute. 11 lurther observed
that Article 10A mads it
mandatory 1o observe the
requiremeants af due
process before passing
any orger
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Detection of new coronavirus cases in
country heightens concerns

KARACH! The detection of two
new cases of the coronavirus in
Karachi on Saturday prompted the
Pakistan Medical Association (PMA)
to ask twe Mational Database and
Registration Authority (Nadra) to
come up with & strategy fo prevent
transmission of the virus at its crowd-
edeentres and the Sindh government
to order closure of all shrings, wed-
ding and cinema halls across the
provines for three weeks.

Urging Nadra to help prevent pos-
sible spread of the virus throughits
certres, the PMA said the places
were visited by hundreds of people
daily. "As the pgovernment has
banned public gatherings across the
country tocontain the spread of the
wirus, Madra shouid come up with a
péan 1o avoid long queues &t its cen-
tres.’ said Dr Caiser Sajiad repre-
senting he PMA The authorty, as a
precautionary measure, should also
provide @ fecilty to its wisltors 1o
wagh thair hands with scap or clean
them with a sanitizer before and after
registralion via the bometric system,
e added He also shared concems
owver reparts that private laboratories
ware conducting the test for tha coro-
navirus and the govemment should
intervene in this matler

It has come fo our knowledge
that seme labs are privately doing
the coronavirus test. Since it's a sen-
Sittve test, the government shouldn't
afiow any facilily to do this test with-
out getling a no-objection certificate

froem it,” he added.

The associstion suggesied that
the govemment strengthen its
streening process putin place at the
airports and borderentry points of the

=

ed positve on Saturday

“The other case is of 8 20-year-
oid with no travel history. However,
the patient’s father retumed from the
UK recenily. The parents are now

country and that isolation and quar-
antine faclities should be Improved
and expanded. Al isolation facilities
should be equipped with ventilators
We already havean acule shorage
of ventlators and it's important given
the fact that the Infection can cause
=anous respiratory liness,” he said.

The rew cases Meanwhileihe
Sindh  Health Department  has
announced two new cases of conmn-
avius in Karachi, raising the total
tally in the province 1o 17

One of the twe cases is a 38-year-
ald man who has arrived from Saudl
Arabia a few days bacl. He was test-

baing fested for the virus,

“This brings the total number of
cases o 17 in Sindh out of which two
patients have recovered and sent
home and 15 are under freatment,”
said Meeran Yousuf, the media coor-
dinator ta the health minister

Meanwhile, Chiaf Ministar Syad
Murad Ali Shah decded that educa-
tional process in madressahs and
fraining institubions, mamizge func-
tions in clubs and public gatherings,
including wrs of saintly people would
sis0 remain suspended till April 5.

He directed the  Provincial
Disaster Management Authority

(FOMA] 1o take lead in developing
taluka-wise data of the families so
that in case of any emergency such
as lockdown people could be
reached for their food, medicines and
ather refated supplies and help.

The chief minister issued these
directives while presiding over the
17th meeting of the task force on the
cofonavirus and another meeting of
the POMA.The chief minster sakd
that since the novel Corenavinis had
become endemic, his govemmant
had no option Bul bo take dastic
measurs by contral the situatian and
save our people.'it i high time to
close the cinemas, marriage
halls/lawns, shrines and ws pro-
grammes being observed there and
aven we can't allow mamiage func-
ton al clubs,” he sald. 'Yes, people
«can hold marriage functions at a lim-
ited level at their homes.

Mr Shah dwected the chaef secre-
tary to msue a nofification for impos-
ing a ban on such gatherings. '| am
sure people of this province wil
sirengthen my hands in containing
cofonavirus,' he said. “As and when
siteation s improved, we would
reversa our decisions of banning
social and religious gatherings.

WE support The chief minister
=said that the \World Bank had agreed
to divert its $10 million fund for its
Sindh  Resiliance Project to
P

FSLAMABAD: Two new cases of paliovirus have
been detocied in Khyber Pakhurikhwa and indh
on Saturday, In KF's Khyber district, a three-
year-oid gil was disgnosad with the poliovine.
She was previously administered pobo vacona
during the anti-polio campalgn.

This Is the seventh polio case reported in
Kawher disirict and 16th in the entire provinee
The: cverad tally of poio cases acrass the ounkry
reaches 29, On Mar 12, two more polio cases
were detectad in Khyber Pakhiunkhwa, raizing

the tola! tally of cases across the couniry to 29.
Meanwhile, tha Sindh Emargency Operation
Centra for palio confirmed one new palio casa
for the year 2020 in District Nowshero Faroz

This tekes the total tally of Sindh to § and
Paklstan ta 30 for (he cumment year.

Aceording 1o @ statement released by the EOC,
a four-year-oid gil - experiencing weakness in
her fadial musdes among other symptoms sinca
February 23 in UC Lalia - conltracted the polio
wirus So far the child has raceived seven doses
of aral polio vaccine (OFV) eccording 1o parents

Support P
being launched by the Sindh govern-
meat

MQM-P slams PPP govt for giving urban
jobs to rural Sindh citizens

KARACHE The Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan on  Saturday
once again accused the Pakistan
Peaples Party-led Sindh govemment
of baing "corrupt biased, and
racist” and demanded that the
National Accountability
Bureaulaunchaprobaintoallgovernm
ent jobs given during the past 10
years by the provincial government.

The party also wamed that the
Injustices” |f contiued would only
lend credence to the call for a new
provinge in Sindh,

Spesking Bl & press conference
here, MOM-P convenes Dr Khalid
Magbool Siddigus said that the uban
areas of Sindh had been facng "eca-
narmic terarism” during the aver 11-
year rule of the PPP asthe provincial
governmant had snatched all munici-
pal &nd servige dedivery funciions ta
mint maoney,

He allsged that the PPP govern-
ment had appointed “favourite” offi-
cials in the Sindh Public Senice
Commission (SPSC), made llegal
appaintmants in the Karachi \Watar
and Sewserage Board by exlending
It jurisdaction and now posted 73
police officals of Larkana to Karachi

He said that the Sindh govern-
ment wanted to create & law and
order situaticn by deputing non-local
pokce.

Ha said that the PPP govemmeant
transferred officials from rural parts
of Sindh fo Karachiand then filed the
vacant posts of rural areas by the

people of its own choice since the
SPSC had been “plagued’ by comup-
tion and nepotism

He: said that the government had

in Karach:

banned ernplnymenl
C as well as

“Sindhi friends” as to how long they
would be deceived in the nams of
Sindh. ‘The sense of Insecurity and
deprivation within the people of

urban Sindh could tum inta sense of
e warned.

the district municipsl corporations of
East, Central and Korangi &ll being
conirofled by the MQM-P but govermn-
mentjobs were cpen for South and
Malir DMCs, which are & control of
PPFPHe said that the Sindh govemn-
ment did not 1ake any coordingted
efforts to curb the spread of coron-
avirus. He said a state of emergency
hed been imposed in Punjab and "we
believe emergency should be
impased in Sindh as wel"

He said that the MQM-P would
not only raise the issue of injustices
with the people of wrban Sindh
before courts and in #ssemblies, bul
it could also stage si-ins outsidethe
offices of the SPSC, deputy commis-
sioners and CM House.

Senior MOM-P leader Kanwar
Maveed James| said on the occasion
that his party had signed &8 memaoran-
durm of understanding with the feder-
al gavernment and e of the points

Fomer leader of inthe was 1o i ofa com-
Sindh Assembly Khwaja Izharul mission comprising Suprame Cauﬂ
Hasan esked the Grand D Judges to the wron

people of uban aseas of Sindh in
jobs in the name of socalled quots
system He demanded NAE 10 hold
Investigation into over 100,000 gov-
amment jobe meant for the people of
wrban Sindh but were aciually given
1 the people of reral Sindh duringthe
last10years Senior kader Amir Khan
aaid that after some positive devel-
apments in the way of Khwsja
Izhar's constitutional petibon against
nanding government jobs to the peo-
ple holding “fake' domiciles and par-
manenl residence certificates of
urban Sindh the ‘blased’ gevemn-
mant of Sindh had sped upthe plun-
dering of wihan Sindh's resources,
He wamed that the MGM-F would
take to streets and if injustices would
not stop it would accelerste its strug-

8 gle for a separate province in Sindh

Khwaga lzhar also posed a ques-
tion as to why the Sukkur Instdute of
Business Administration was making
recruiiments on government jabs for
urban areas of Sindn

He damanded that the head of
Sukkur 18A resign since he had
become ‘controversial'the plunder-
ing of urban Sindh's resources,

He wamed that the MOM-P would
1ake to sireets and if injustices woukd
ot $lop It would accelerale its strug-
gle for a separate province in Sindh.

Khwaga lzhar also posed & ques-
tion as to why the Sukkur Insttute of
Busunees Administration was making

Aliiance, Pir Pagara and other

ings and injusticas metad out to tha

an g jobs for
urban areas of Sindh.

Remand of building owner, three SBCA men
extended till March 16

KARACHI: A Judicial magisirate on
Saturday extanded flll March 18 the
physical remand of the ownar of a
multatoray bullding that collapsed in
Gulbahar recently and caused
death of 27 parsons
The remand of hiz afeged accom-
péce and three officials of the Sindh
Euwiding Control Authority (SBCA)
was also axtendad.
After the end of thair first remand,
the investigating officer produced
Mohammad Tavad, Mohammad
Younus and the thres SBCA officals
deputy director Sarfaraz Jameli,
assstant director Magsood Qureshi
and  bullding inspector  Irfan
ABKARACHL: A judical magistrate
on Saturday extended till March 18
the physical remand of the owner of
a multstorey building that collapsed
in Guibahar recently and caused
death of 27 persons
The remand of his aleged accom-
plice and three officials of the Sindh
Buidding Coritrol Autharity (SBCA}
was also exfended,
After the end of thewr first remand,
the investgating offices produced
Taved,

The IO submitted that during inter-
rogations, Javed disclosed the
namas of somea more SBCA officials
and others who allegedly helped
hirn in construction of the building

He further maintained that a lefter

fivestorey residential bulding col
lapsed on March 5, resulting i the
death of 27 people and causing
Injuries to over 20 others.

The building was owned by Javed,
wha himseff was engaged in the

amount of fifty rupees), 109 (abel-
ment) and 34 {commen intention) of
the Pakistan Pensl Code on bahal-
fofthe state

TV enchor's murder case A ses-
slons court on Saturday expressed

K- ™

had been sent to the SBCA director
general o also make those officials
part of the investigation,

A lawyer for victims also moved an
application requesting the magis-
trate to make the wife and daughter
of Javed accusad in the case since

the was on  their

‘ounus and the three SBCA officals
deputly director Sarfaraz Jamall,
assstant direclor Magsood Qureshi
and building inspector  Irfan
Alibefore the judicial magistrate
(Central) and sought extension in
thair custody for further ionang.

names,

The magisirate remanded the sus-
pect n police custody il March 16
and directed the |10 to produce them
again with a progress repart an the
next nearing,

g fo the the

business of construction and he had
conslructed the bullding in question
on plol Mumber 1195 in Gulbahar-2
area, i added.

The police nominated the owner as
well ag the officials of the building
regulatory watchdog posted in the
area in the cass.

A case was registered under
Sections 322 (manslaughter), 118
(public servant concealing design to
commit offence which it is his duty
1o prevent), 337-H (punishment for
hurt by rash or neghgent act), 427
(mischief causing damage to the

over the repeatad
sbsence ofa defence lawyer in a
case pertaining to theple and caus-

ing injuries to over 20 cthers.

Tha building was owned by Javed,
who himself was engaged In the
business of construction and he had
canstructed the building in question
on plat Mumber 1/25 in Guibahar-2
ared, it added
The police nominated the owner as
well as the officials of the building
regulatory watchdog posted in the
ared in the cage:
A case was registersd  under
Sections 322 (manslaughter), 119
{public servant concealing design to
commit offence which i is his duty
lo prevent), 337-H (punishment foe
hurt by rash or negligent act), 427
[mischief causing damage to the
amount of fifty rupees), 108 (abel-
ment) and 34 {cormmon intention) of
the Pakistan Penal Code on behal-
fofthe state,
TV anchor's murder case A ses-
slons court on Salurday expressed
annoyance over the repeated
absence ofa defence fawyer in a
case peraining to theple and caus-
ing injurias to over 20 others.

with no inactivated polic vaccine (IPV)
admiresteted, a5 investigation i sl in progress.
ISLAMABAL: Two new cases of paliovrus have
been detscted in Khyber Pakhlunkbwa and
Sindh on Saturdayin KP's Khyber district, a

Two new polio cases reported in
KP, Sindh

The overall taily of polio cases across the
country reaches 29,

On Mar 12, two more polio cases wers detected
in Khyher Pakhiunkhwa, raising the otal taly of
cases across the country io 26,

Meanwhile, the Sindh Emergency Operation
Centre for polic confirrnad one new polio case
o the yaar 2020 in Distrc Nowshero Fermz.
This fakes the 1olal tally of Sindh 10 8 and
Pakistan (o 30 for the curment year

According to 3 statement released ny the EOC,

a four-year-ald gil - experiencing weakness in
her facial muscles amang ofher symptoms since
February 23 in LUC Lalia - confracied the pako
vinis So far the child hes recened seven doses
of oral polio vaccine {OPV) according to parents
with no inaclivated polio vaccine (IPV)
adminislered, as nvestigation is stll in progress.
In KF's Khyber disfrict. a three-year-oid girl was
diagnosed with the polioviruz. She was
previousty administered pabio vaceing during the
anti-polio campaign. This is the seventh palio
«case reporied in Khyber district end 16th in the
antire province. The overall taly of pobo cases
acress e country reaches 29,

On Mar 12, twe move polio cases were detecled
in Khyber Pakhiunkhwa, raising the tntal taly of
casus auuss the counlry 1o 28

three-year-old girl was | with the
poliovirus. Sha was previously administered
paliz veccine during tha anti-palio campaign.

This |5 the sevanth polie case reparted in
Khyber district and 16th in the enfire provincs.

the Sindh E Cperalion
Cantre for golln confrmad one new polio caze
for the yaar 2020 in District Mowsharo Feroz.
This takes the total tally of Sindh 1o 9 and
Peiistan to 30 for the cument year

KARACHI "1 am confident coronavinus will
stay clear of me and | will sizy clear of harm's
way because when | was leaving hame my
mathes rzad a few ayat from Quran Shareef
before blowing en me ta protect me from any
kind af misfortune, especially infectious
diseases,” Bilal Mohammad Hussain, an
axpress bus drivar, told Dawn on Saturday
while wailing for (e passengers 1o board his
bus near Empress Markel

‘Whan askad about the ayat, Hussain said ha
wasn'{ sure 'bul | know it is in Surah Al-
Bagarah, on page 27 of my mother's copy of
Quran

Hewing overheard our conversation,
Mohammad Rashid, the ficket saller sitting at
the counter, pulled aut his smariphone to play
the ayat for us. 'l have been reciting i1
mysalf,” ha said "Butyas, our faith gives us
confidence o face our fears. We are also
taking precautions such as

mopping the bus fleor with phenyl and
anfibacterial splutions before the passengers
get an board,” he said, adding thal the
cancelfation of fighls 1o all except three big
cities of the country had diverted many
passangers to them.

“Since the demastic flights are only running
belween Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad,

“Our faith gives us confidence to
face our fears’

la the exient of cancelling inernational fights
and partially close the alrporis but it & yet 1o
Iift ite threatening head al our railway
stafions,” joked & Pakistan Railways official at
the inguiry desk of the Cantonmant Railway

Staion.

He said that allhough the station platforms

&nd train compariments had been fumigated

Iwice since the marning, and they have pul up
posiers i

fiyers, they were working as if nothing was

wrong

‘This is a busy public place and we are

warking here with hardly any proteclive
. The scouls

draps tochildrenloak clean waaring masks but

whal aboul us? We have no prolective masks,

no hand sanitizers. We are guile exposed

actually, ha said.

He also added that since the cancallation of

fiights to most cities of the country, they had

alsn been seeing @ class of passengers who

were not normally seen at train stations. ' The

clifton and Defence genfry is alse heading

here to catch the train and Pakistan Rallways

is doing wall, achually. Although we wish it did

wes in diffarent circumetances;” he said.

The Cliften gentry could not be missed

Alhough sama of them had missed their train

people are gelting off in the city nearest to
their destination and then taking the bus. So
thare is more pressura upan us, | have sold
double the amaunt of tickels for buses headed
o cities such as Hyderabad, Larkana,
Jacobabad, efc, than Idain a day,” he said

When asked if they had enyane to chack
people’s femperature or anyone to distribute
predective desposable masks of any llerature
ar flyars abaut the

and looked rather confused at Platfonm No 1
along with thelr luggage.

"The schoois are closed and we were taking
the kida to Purjab because they are bored at
heme. Punjab is safe because i & clear of
coronavirus, we hear " said Tayabba, who was
elso busy telfing someone aver the phone
where to find them and bring ihe car to pick
up their luggage besides laking them

=pread of COVID- 19 the ticket saller shook
his heed.’| think peeple already know & fof by
now thanks to the media. Thay are
themseives quite carmful. |l they see anyons
coughing o anyone with a nunny nose, they
refuse fo sit near him or her on the bus,’ he
said. “But that persanhas also bought a lickel
=0 also neads to travel. Therefore, we changs
seat for whoever has a problem with sitting
near ihe person bul we don't offload him or
her." he informed

On pairting oul that in case, God forbid, whal
if the peraon might realy be infected and is a
risk for others, a passenger about to board a
bus sald (hal he had failn that iliness and
wallness come from God Almighty. "Whan wa
have faith in Him, He will also profect us,
Besides, Pakistan is & Muslim country, The
majarity is Muslim here. We pray fiva times a
day and before saying aur prayers we do our
abhutions which helps wash swey viruses and
bactera,’ he said

At Cantt slation Coronavirus may have
reached our country’s airports for them to go

"We are nat used fa fravelling by
train. And we didn't realise that the train
departing from the station was the ane we
wese io board, | theught fraing in Pakistan are
abways lale,” shis Laughad

Other pessengers were waiting for their
respeciive rains at the station

When asl{ed why they couldn’i wail lo
travallatar andhad opted tofravelparticularky
naw when 1here was 5uch a huge risk

Arshad, whn was thera with his famlly smilad
and sasd: T am nal gong to lock mysall up
fram fear of catching anything. Confinement i
like a punishment far me:

Asked then I It would have been betler to
have taken pracautionary maasures and
mayhe wear a protective mask, he said that
he thought the masks were substandard and
not good enouwgh to protect ane from
coranavins.

Meanwhile, a young couple, Mohsin and
Nalla, was fussing over their threeyear-ald
daughter Zainab, frying lo make her keep her
pratective mask on.




