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Trump reiterates offer
to mediate on Kashmir

New Delbe US President
Donald Trump on Tussday
refierated his earber offer 1o
madiate babwean India and
Pakistan on Kashmir, adding
thal his relationship with the
leaders of both tha countries is

0,
The US prasident made
the comments whits address-

ing a press canference in the
Indian capital on the last day
of his two-day visil. after hold-
ing meetings with the Modi
adminisration,

Trump's ramarks came in
rESponse 10 a question on tar-
rorism in Pakistan.

“We talked & lot about it at
length today, No question It s
8 problem. Thay are working
on it | sakd | wil go whatever |
can do to help because my
refatonship with both ganlle-
men [Prime Minister Imran
Khean and bndian PM Narendra
Modi] is so good. Anything |
can do to medate, | would do.”
b said

*They [Pakistan] are work-
Ing on Kashmir, Kashmie has
bean a thom in lots of people’s
sides for & long time, There
are two sidas o every shony.

We discussed ferrorism -at
length today,” ha added.
Howeaver, when pressed
further by amother reporter
about India's past rejection of
His offrs, e publication quot-
ed Trump as saying: ™l didn't
say anyihing abeut thal [being
8 madiator]. Kashmir obvious-
ly 5 a bag problem between

India and Pakistan, they are
going to work out their prob-
lem, Thiy havee been doing it
for a long time.*

Trump has offered to medi-
ale between the two countries
on Kashmir on multiple occa-
sions, Earkar this year, hi ref-
erelad the same during &
meeting with bmran on the
sidalings of the World
Econamic Ferum assembdy In
Diavos, Switzertand.

However, India has cale-
gorcally rejecied the offer o
medate, calling the issee an
intemal matier. Maost recantty.
Indian Ministry of External
Alfairs Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumer said: "Thare
15 re robe for any third garty in
the Kashmir issue. i = a bilst-
eral issue between india and
Pakistan.”

Punjab Govt refuses to extend
Nawaz Sharif's bail

Lenhare: Punjab Lew Minister
Raje Basharat on Tuesdey
said the prowincial cabinst
had decided nof fo further
ewtand the bail granted an
medical grounds to farmer
prira ministar Mawaz Sharif
who is currently in London for
treatment.

Addressing 8 press confer-
ence alongside olber mem-
bers of the Punjab cabinet,
Inciuding  provincial eaith
minister Dr Yasmin Rashid
and informatien  minister
Fayyazul Hassan Chohan
Basharat sed: "The commil-
tee has decided that Newez
Sharifs bail can't be sxend-
od further.”

He axplamad that the mitial
court order sad the former
pramiar was granted bad for
wight weeks by the |samabad
High Court on Cclober 28,
2019, but said that "a fusther
eighl weeks had passed
gince then 85 discussions
ware underaay”

“Till a deciion by the Punjab
govemment, this bad was o
be autormatically extended
thersfone it was extended for
16 weeks,” he said,

After the passage of 16
weeks, Basharat said the
provincal government wanl-

ed io be informed about
developments regarding

MNawaz's hestth on the basis
of which a decision to extand
his bail could be mada.
Esrlier, the IHC had directed
Mawaz to seek the Punjab
government's pemmission for
furthar refief if required.

"Till today he (Nawaz) has
ot bien admitied in any hos-
pital in London," Basharat
said today, adding that neth-
ing specific had been shared
with the gavernment regard-
ing the PML-N suprema's
hegith and the matter had
been “lngering on'

He seid the Punjab cabinat
hed decded that there was
“no legel. moal or medical
basis without any concrete
proaf” for further exiension of
MNawaz's bail

Basharat said the Punjab
govermment would now share
its decision with the federal
government,  which  will
dicide upan the maller,
Fallowing the Punjab govern-
ment's annourcemant. PML-
N sanior leader Rana
Sanaufiah said they wil chal-
lange the dacision in the high
court foBowing discussions.
Extengion in Mawaz's time

abroad  Amid  bickering
between the ruling PT1 and
PML-N,  Mawaz resched

London for medical reatment
on Movember 18, 2018,

Mewsz was granted bed by
the IHC on humanitarian
prounds, in the Al Azizia case
earlier this month. He also
obtained bail in the ongoing
Chaudhry Sugar Mills case,
inwhich he iz a suspect, from
the Lahore High Court.

On Dacember 23, he sought
an extension in hes stay
abioad on the expity of Be
four-week period granted by
the LHC  Following his
request, the Punjab govem-
ment consfituted & faur-mem-
ber commiftee %o decide on it
and sought fresh medical
reponts to make an “informed
decsion”. In Jenuary, 3 pic-
ture of Mawaz &t a Landan
restaurant aleng with soma
members of his family had
surfaced on social media,
raising questions about e
condition ol the farmer pra-
mier's health, Follewing this,
on January 15, the Purjab
government  had  rejected
MNawaz's medical reports
which had been submitted on
Decernber 23. Onca again an
January 30, the Punjab gov-
ernmenl asked Mawsz Io
subered fresh medical repons
so thal a decision on his
request seeking more time
abfoad  coukd be made
“Energy reforms and check-
Ing its losses are govemn-

ment's top prority

The premier said that the
government is providing relief
10 every possiole level to the
waaker sagmants of the soc-

oty and consumess using up
o three hundred units of the
electricity The PM sad the
govemmenl is cognizant of
tha problems faced by the
massas and it is our uimost
affort to stabilize the powar
prices and provide every pos-
sivle relief to the peopls

Thie mesting was aliended
amongst olhars by Mnister
for Planning Asad Umer,
Minister for Power Omar
Ayub, Maister for Mertime
Affairs All Haider Zaial,

Adviser on Finance Hafeez
Shesdkh and Spacial Assistent
Madeemn Babar.

"l want all the people of
Fiplan especialy the youth o

{ _ :
fisten to me carehully because
your youth don'l yel realise
1he imporiance of lree planta-
tion for Pakistan ‘| want that
the importance of this (res
plantation) for Pakistan's
future is fsught a5 a subject
1o chiddren in school,” he said.
He recalled that when he
carne 1o Mignwali in his child-
hood there was a jungle in
Kundian tut loday when he
viewed the area from his hel
icopter he could gee no frees.
“And the people af Pakistan

don't know the imponence of
jungles,” he said

“Wve don't knaw the blessings
God has given us. How many
of you know that God has

given Pakistan 12 seasons?
e mrany conbries have 12
seasons? Every sort of thing
and frull can grow =
Pakistan " He said that ofien
goods such as sugar and
wagetables becoma expen-
sivit in Pakistan."In this coun-
try. things should never
becorne expensive because
with the tand we have been
ahven and the waler and ses-
S0N5 Wi NEve DEEn given, we
ahauld be providing thess
products to the worid."

Govt resolute to alleviate burden of
electricity tariffs: Firdous Ashiq Awan

lslamabad Prime Minisise
Emran Khan has unegquivocaly
reibarated the governmeant's
resoivi not to put the b
increased bills of electncly on

pwgu'eﬁng the meadia repard-

davise a comprehensive mach-
anism 50 that incressa in prices
due o Mesum Jhelum

of Surcharge or circular debt s

nat F@SSN on 1o ardingry peo-
ple. A meeting r| lhls ragard

bn? Fudural Cabinet mesting in
amebad  todey, Special
Assistant o Prime Minisler on
Information and Broadcasting,
D Firdous Ashiq Awan said the
Prime Minister direcled thal

k2 should not be sufared
due %o gaps i generaticn and
supply of eleclricity. She said

abinet was apprised that
deciions taken by he previcas
government resulled in an
increased tariff

ime shar
ed the Ministry of Enengy to

Firtlous Ashig Awan said the
cabinat was informed that fve
Nundred feeders in the (x)ul'll\r
have been secured and maod-
em technology = being
empl lo shop e lsses,
while mare tham frity-sight thau-
sand FIRs hawe been
aganst the elechricily thieves
during 2018, The Ministry of
Energy presented a deladed
pan the federal cabinat on

of the stp},' af power, prices of

electricity for domestic and
commercial consumers and
shart fem and long lem gosks

looged program The  cabinel

for bringing these prices down.

She said the Prime Minister
&z directed to take allout pre-
ventive measures  against
spread of Coronavirus i the
country. The  cabinet  was
infprmed that nol even @ single.
case of Coronavirus has been
reported go far in Pakistan.

Firdous Ashiq Awan sad the
cabinet alse discussad the visit
of US President Trump to
nquhbnunng :ndla It was
informed thet the defeat of the
Irvdian nanahvs :Iurng thiis wisit
is & victory for Pakistal

Special Assistent hu Prime
Minister on Povesty Alleviation
and Social Safety Dr Sania
Nishiar geve & detalled brefing
lo cabinet on Ehsass Kifakal
Program, Langar Khanas and
olher initalives which are the
wision 1 govarnmant fo
proviie support 0 winerable
sagmants of society The Prime
Minister expressed satisfaction
on the social welfare pro-
grammes under the Ehsaas
was
gven a brefing on economic
data and the reduction in prces
of essental ilems Due & effec-
tive menitoring end compre-
hensive poicies of the erh
ment. a strong

ggne la varluus mafs of

Iranian health minister, lawmaker test
positive for coronavirus, death toll 16

Tehran: Iran's  Deputy
Heatth Minister Iraj Harirchl
end a member of parfament
tested positive for the coroa-
dvitus &5 the death 1ol insda
the country rose to 16 an
Tuesday as Irantans worry thal
sutharities could be undaresti-

maling the scale of oitbreak,
Iran has the highest num-
ber of coronevirus deaths oul-
side China, where Ihe virus
emerged i December and
more than 2600 have died
“Miy carona test i posifive
[...] 1 don't have & lof of hope of
conliruing fife in this world,”
Mahmaoud Sedeghi, the parka-
mentaran from Tehran, wiols
on Twitter Also amaong  the
infected wes the deputy heallh
miritster, who posted a video

onfne announcing his mfac-
tian which was shown an state
media “Among those wha had
been suspected of the wirus,
35 {new cases) hawve been
cenfimed and two died of tha
cofonavires infection,” - said
Health Minisbry spokesman

— |

&
Kianush Jahanpur. He sad 85
people had been infected
across Iran.

Jahanpus put the death toll
at 15, but the state news
agency laler said ong person
infactad by the virus had died
in the city of Seveh Some
unconfirmed reporls gave a
highar death tall.

The cutbreak in Iran has
coincided with mounting US
pressure on lran's clerical
rulers that has hit the economy

hard. In 2018, the Unitad
Stales exiled Tehran's nuckear
deal with major powers. and
reimposed seactions,

Worred that official num-
bers could underestmate e
scake of Iran's outbreak, many
Irznians tock fo socal media
lo accuse aulbanties of con-
cealing facts

Popufar anger has been
high for menths ‘over the han-
diing of a Ukrainian passangar
jplana cragh in January, which
the: mditary took thiee days to
admit wes ceused by an
Iranian missiie fired in ermar

The incdant revived ant-
governmeni  pratesis  that
rocked  the  country  in
Mowember Bgainst & hike in
fuel prices, which  swiltly
tumed palitical with calls far
Iran's rders 1o slep down,
before  autharities  cracked
dawin, The head of the Medical
Scnce Universily i the oly
ity of Com. Mohammad Reza
Ghadir, expressed concem
over “the spreed of those pea-
g Infected by the vins
across the city”, adding the
health ministry had banned
maleasing figures linked 1o the
COTNBVIUS.

Foreign investors call on
PM Imran Khan

|SLAMABAD: A delegation
of foreign mvestors called an
Prive Minister Imran Khan
and expressed inerests in
long-term investment plans,
ARY  News an
Tuesdey The meebing wes
also altended by fnance

achevement to atiract foreign
imvestment by establshing the
plasem of Digal Pakistan ini-

Eative. PM Imran Khan said
Pakisian has been put on path
of ecencnic and sodal devel-
opment sfier getiing stehility
a5 compared to the chateng-
ing environment fallowing fis-

adviser, govemor of Siele

Bank of Pakistan {SBP) and
commencs adviser. The dele-
gation mambers have prased
invegtment-friendly  poficies
agopled by the present gov-
emment and exprassad their
willingness lo engage in lang-
tarm mwvestmant plans. The
delegation  added  that
Paksstan has ncreased confi-
dence of forsign investors
through #s: effective policies
and they ame expacting majar
oppodunities in the
country. They said that the
country has pgrabbed mejor

cal daficit pravailed in the last
year. He said the coundry suc-
cewded In gain the confidence
of global investors and it is
now besn corsdened a5 an
attractive place for leng-tarm
invesiments. The premier said
Pakistan improved its ranking
up 1o 28 points in the Word
Bank (WB) report He added
Pekistan is the land of unlimit-
ed opportunilies especally for
e yauth, whereas, the fader-
al governmeni lgunched a
biggest-evar project for pro-
widing emplayment

PPP seeks submission of FIA
report on wheat, sugar crises
in Parliament

on.

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan
People’s Party on Tuesday
demanded the govemnmant
to submit inguiry report of
the Federal Investigalion
Agency on sugar and flour

criglg, in the Parkament,
ARY News roported.
People’s Parly Sacretary
General Mayyar Bukhari in
a statement said that the
government  will not be
allowed to keep the issue of
the wheal flour and sugar
crises under he carpel.

The primé minisker him-

Steps taken against lllegal constructions
in City, Says Nasir Hussain Shah

Karachi 26 Feb, 2020
Moz than 00 ilegal bisid-
ings [ ions had bean

fold else thal public com-
plaints - regarding  lllegal

demolished, Mo any parson
of any construclion company
would  spared who found
invalvied in such practice and
would be desfl with iron

This was obsarved by
Syed Masir Hussain Shah
Sindh  Minister for Lecal

and inf

wwild b reg-
i=terad at help ine no 1093,
Earlier during he sumise
wisit, he direcied that a ced be
esieblished at one window
facility of SBCA already
established in colsboration of
worlkd bark, He also ordenad
o constitule 8 over sess
commities which comprises

maowe anywherna thay wanted
and practce their religicn with
complets freedom. Syad
Nasir Hugsain Shah on behalf
of the Sindh government
announced that the govern-
ment would meke svailable
10,000 copies of Bhagavad
Gita for the members of
Hingu community soon. A
Hindu delegation led by
Pandit Shayam Nand and

while falking to the press
men.  Soon afer 3 surprise
wisit af Civic Centre, the office
of the Sindh Buiding Contral
Authority {SBCA).

On the occasion, Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah while
waming encroachment mafia
and buiders that thosa who
found resporsible woukd now
be booked under the stict
sections of SECA and would
be awarded severs punish-
ment= and penalties accond-
ing to institdtional rules &
laws. Earliar FIR baing regis-
lered under section 118 by
58CA officers which was
proved not so efiective, he
added.

Syed Masir Hussain Shah
said stict achon would be
Ieken aganst those buiders
whe fraudently looted kacs of
rupese fram innoosnt peaple
He assured that the same
losted money would be
refunded to the deprived peo-

8.
Siran Minister for Local

upon honest and professional
pecple of the ciil society.

Mr. Roshan Ali° Shaikh
Secretary Local Government
was also prasant on the occa-
sion alang wilth other high
rank officers of the deparl-
ment.  The Minister vowed
that the Sindh govemnment
waould continue to infroduce
whalever legislation neeged
for the protection of the mem-
bers of the minorgies. Whie
giving @ compariscn betwean
Pakistan and Indis. he said
that in India the members of
the minorites were suffering
immensely owing 1o he
daprsssmg pobicies of the
while in

a
Syed Mesir Hussein Shah

F'iklsl.an they wera free to

Rarn Yoga Das who came
from Australia to attend tha
featival also met with Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah and his
delegation that included sps-
clal coordinator fo Sindh
Chief  Ministar Shahzad
Meman, Dr. Lal Chand Ukrani
and Chairman DMC South
Malik Feyez.

Mearwhii, while laking
1o the media Sindh Minister
for  Informatien,  Local
Governmani, Housing Town
Planning, Religious Affass,
Forest and Wildlife Syed
Mas¥ Hussain said ihat the
government  of  Pakistan
Tehreak-i-Insaaf had givan
nathing 1o the people except
for inflation.

self hag negli-
gence in shorzge of sugar
and flout in the country,
Bukhari said.

The public should be
informed about the mafia
behind the crises, he said.

Thase behind the tsuna-
mi of price hike and dear-

New media regulations could hamper
freedom of expression: Alice Wells

Weshington. Chief US
diplomat for South Asian
affalrs, Alice  Wells, on

media companies will be
obliged to disclse any mior-
mation or data to a designat-

ness arg of
Imran Khan, the PPP sscre-
tary general allegad

The whest flour and
sugar shortage jacked up
prices of the commadities in
January cusing an uproar
across the country.

The market and mdustry
sources claimed thal hoard-
ing and speculation trade
triggered hike in sugar and
flour prices Prime  Minister
Imran Khan, taking notice of
the price hike had ordered a
crackdown on hoarders and
profitesrs 1o overcome the
Crigis,

Tuesday concem
over the Pakistan govern-
ment's new soctal media reg-
ulations. adding that they
“could be 3 selback 1o free-
dom of expression and
development of digital econ-
omy” Taking 1o Twilter, she
stated:  "Unfortunete i
Pakistan discourages foreign
Investors and stfles dames-
tic innovation in such a
dynamic seclor. Encourage
discussion with stakehald-
ars."On February 12, the
fegeral cabinel had
approved a sst of rules to
reguiate social madia in the
counlry, under which social

ed Fgency,
when sought. and failure to

|
atide by any of the provi
siores will entail a fme of up to
Re500 mifian.

The information lo be pro-
vided may include subscriber

Infarmation, treffic date or
cantant data.

Under the rules. social
media platfforms  will be
required  bo remove any
‘unsawiul content’ pointed out
to them inwriting or electron-
ically signed email within 24
hours, and in emergency
casas within six hours,

These finms will have to
establish registersd offices
with a physical address
located i Islamabad within
the next three months
These companies will atso
be required to eppoint &
Pakistan-based focal person
Tor coardination with the rele-
vant authorities within three
months and establsh one o
more database servens
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Importance of
regional peace

Opposing Ashraf Ghani s government are the Taliban,
Afghanistan’s principal militant actor 8 group that at one
time rnded from Kabul before being dislodged by the

Amencans. the Amencans

fop thes ksi, though other

regional players are also invehved in the game. But tisa
fact thal were the Taliban 1o reach @ seftiement with the
US as well as the Kabul government, they would go a
lang way towards ending years of conflict and achieving
& durable peace. However, the long-running negotiations
between the US and Taliban have yet to achieve the ideal
results, though at times it has appeared that both parties

have  been

cloga 10 an

on

Tuesday, a Taliban spokesman accused the Americans of
slaling the peace process and ‘biame-shifing', The
statement appears o be a reaction to the US secretary of
state’s recent comments that the Taiban must reduce
violence in order for the pesce process to mowve for-
ward. The statements from both sides may wall be public
postunng to put pressura on the ather and achieve max-
imum gains behind clesed doors. After all, US officlals
recently visited Afghanistan and Pakistan to brel both
states on the status of the negotiations. Indeed, the
Taliban need to shun violence. especially the fargeting of
noncombatants. o send a signal to all concemed that
they are serious about peaca. However, the US muet also
realize that there is a8 small window of opportunity here,
and if the Taliban are rebuffed they must shun the peace
process allogether and retum to the battlefield for the
long run. This outcome will only spell more misery for the
pecple of Afghanistan, Bolh sides need to drop maximal-
ist positions and reach a doable agreement, while the

Afghan

must be

processtosuccaed.

peace

Raza Hussain

If you Inok at the histary of
infiation in Pakistan, you'll
notice that it comes down
ehodly after 2000 a& the
country successfully imple-
mented a short bul very
tough IMF programme in that
year. |t rises briedfly after that
but again comes down afler
2002, when the country went
on to ancther IMF pro-
gramme that was d

Systematic reeducation

yeEEr).

In Kovember 2008, the coun-
Iry once again went onto an
IMF programme and inflation
declinad to 10pc by 2011,
falling back into single digits
by the end of thal year. This
was a sharp fall, but it was
expected to be sharper st
given the scake of the adjust-
ment the country had just
undertaken, but ‘the swilch
o government bormowing
from commercial banks has
been d by large lig-

By 2013, when the counfry
again went on o an IMF pra-
gramme,  inflation  was
already on a sharply declin-
ing path. Nevertheless, inter-
esl rales werekepl elevated
at 8pe for a while longer 1o
partially offset anticipated
Innationary pressures - bulld-
ing up via a hike in the sales
tax rate, power feriffs and

doubled from Rs3.67 frillion
in June 2018 to Rs7.6ir by
Febeuary 2019 before if was-
maode ar lags stabilisad at that
level. This alone was & siu-
pendous rate of money cre-
ation, vastly expanding the
maney supply in 8 shor span
of fime The resull was infla-
tion that spiked at 9.dpc in
March 2019, catching the

rate.
By 2015, the fiscal deficit was
on s way down, governmant
b ing from the banking

te last for three years. That
programme was terminated
by Pakigtan in 2004 since the
then povernment of Gen
Pervez Musharraf falt it no
langer needed the pro-
gramme since all tergeta had
alrsady been met: inflation
once again rose Al i hit an
sli-time high of 25pc in
August of 2008 (year on

uidity injections by the [State
Bank of Pakistan, a policy
thal has similar inflationary
effects &s direct central bank
fimancing,” the IMF noted, To
reduce infistion and increase
the SBF's policy credibility,
such injections should be
scaled back and direct gov-
emment borowing from the
SBF should be avoided

sysiem was also down, and
monetary  expansion  was
largely confained. Infersst
rates fell to 6.Spc in acknowl-
adgament of this

When this gavenmeant came
into power, monetary expan-
sion was oul of contrel
Governmeni borrowing from
the State Bank, a practice
akin 1o prinfing more meoney,

by surprise

The govermment tried to spin
this resull.  saying the
Pakigtan Buresu of Statistics
had miscalculated the fgure.
They argued that innation
should be around one per
centage point lower than
what the PES was reporting,
dug to some quibhle with
how gas pricas were being
treated. Then it plateaued
aut. For the rext few months
it was stable at the elevated
level and closed the fiscal

year at 8 monthly average
just ebove Tpc. That's when
lhe Fund programime imple-
mentation bagan and intarast
rates pesked at the same
me. Since then, monetary
expansion has been con-
trolled, with the government
even bragging aboul having
Tun a surplus in the prirmary
balance for one month, bt
large cash buffers for its cwn
liquidity manegement, and
halted any further borowing
from the State Bank, in fact
retiring  some  of  the
oldaraverhang, The
exchange rate appreciaied
sightly in the manths that fol-
lowed, The rse in inflation that
we saw in the months that
followed July was in par dug
1o the exchange rate depreci-
ation that fook place n the
lagt quarter in part to the
power and gas tarif | hikes

that were pessed through in
the first quaner of FY2020,
and n part due to higher
taxes on fuels. This was
expected and usually hap-
pens when an adjustment
begins, which is why adjuet-
mente of thie sort are wsually
accompanied by inedest rate
hikes, to offset the rise
ofinnation. Having cut off the
monedary roots of inflation,
why are prices continuing 1o
spiral? To some exient this
was anticipate d, but we are
near the upper reaches of
where inflation had been
farecast fo be at, The govern-
ment's projections say infia-
tigt will rise to somewhers
between 1ipc and 12pe,
where the monthly average s
already  around  11.8pc,
approaching the upper band,
If the monstary roots sre
sared. Couresy- PO

G M Murshidi

| wes handed a large trunk
containing the residue, which
| discoversd were significant,
It pot priceless, examples of
ministures ranging from the
16th to the 19th century.
Thanks fo the pabent gen-
emsity of my mother, | used
to cycle to the museum each
day, and, working grats, s in
the singlebulb twilight of the
curalor’s room, examing
each painting, noting ils size,
subject mater, likely prove-
narce and relevant biblio-
graphical cetalls. It was a
painstaking, lonely task,

made even mare trying by
the hostility of the mhos-
pitable s3aff,

By the spring of 1967, | had
completed the basic work. All
| needed was a pubssher, 1L

terok 10 years to find one, My
menfor  throughout  this
decade of depression was Dr
William Archer, the doyen of
an histonians, who himself
laboured with his magnum
opus Indian Paintings Fom
the Punjsb Hills (1973).
Sagely, he suggested that |
structure my catalogue on
the basis of his, | did. He
approached Sotheby's with
my manuscript,

Ty agreed to publlishit 25 3
saquel to his booll, if ha con-
tributed a foreword. He did.
And thus, in early 1877, the
first copy of my first book was
hand-carried by a friendly
FlA pilot from London fo
Karachi, and by another to
Lehore.Only  authors who
have cradled thesr first book
in their hands will understand
thal pure efiusion of one-
sicked love a parent feels for a

Change....?

brainchild, ome that wil never
grow up My book received a
genercys recegption by every-
one except the Lahore
Museum. lidemanded 200
fres copies. Had the book not
been priced at £25, this
request might have bean
bearable. Such largesas,
though. was bayond the
means of a siruggling author,
| had returned to my profes-
sion but sl lived from hand
1o pan. Of tha many reviews
of my book, the one that
remains indelible, appeared
in the Financial Times, writ-
ten by Matwar Singh. then
deputy Indian high commis-
sioner in London. Over din-
ner. Or Archer pressed
Natwar to assess the book
an its merits, and not to sser
L how marvellous thal a
Pakist anl Muslim should be
witling @n Indian miniature

paintings “Absclutely,
Matwar agreed. The book is
clarly a work of academic
scholarship.” Sure enough,
when the FT review
appeared, A began with “How

narvelious thal a Pakistani
Musbm... This first book led to
an invitabon to speak @l a
coioquium on Pahari paint-
ing convened at the Los
Angeles County Museum in
September 1977 On the way
back from the United States,
my wife and |stopped in
London.We walked down
New Bond Street and there,
in the two showcases flank-
Ing the entrance of
Sotheby's, were counliess
copees of my book. It was a
hearts topping momant.
To my chagrin, that was the
one day | had neglected to
carry my camera  with
me Such memories never

loge thess plguancy,

Howevar, ong that is singu-
larly special is when | revisit-
ed the famous antguarian
book-dealer Maggs Bros in
Londen's Barkeley Square
Its cwnes, Mr Clifford Maggs,
had been a pime source of
out-ofdate ressarch books
for me. an encountar with Mr
Edwarg Gibbs, Chaimman of
Sotheby's Middle East &
India, at the Lahare Blennale
02 recently Broughl back
memories,  buried, one
thought, beyond refrieval
Usually, | try ta avoid refer-
mnces to mysell in these
eolumns bul | make an
exception aboul this particu-
lar meeting. My relationship
with Sotheby Parke Bemet
sierted in the 1970s, when its
newly established offshoot
Phillp  Wilsen  Publighers
agreed to publish my first

book Pahad Paintings and
Sikh Podraits in the Lahaore
Museum.

The research for that book a
catalogue of ever 500 minia-
ture paintings in the Lahore
Museum's collection began
in 1068 Profassor Shakir Al
then principal of the Mational
College of Arts and a board
member of the museum, sug-
gosted that | a chartered
accountant with an  un-
assuaped  with an  un-
sssuagedpassion  for  arl
should catalogue the paint-
ings. The previous catalogue
had been published in 1522
It was more a handbock of
the paintings on display.
Fallowing the parition of the
Funjab in 1847, the Lahore
Museum collection was divid-
ed, ane-third of it gaing o the
Easlt Punjab Govermment in
Indlia. Courtesy- PO

ccCl

Pres

idnt seeks

‘Special Policy’ to save
importers from severe losses

KARACHI: President
Karachi  Chambar  of
Commerce &  Industry

(KCCI) Agha Shahab Anmed
Khan has requested the
Ministry of Maritime Affairs.
Federal Board of Revenue
(FER} and the State Bank of
Pakiatan (SEP) fe come up
wilh seme kind of a ‘Special
Pulicy” 1o save the importers

added
He =ald that many
importers, while seeking

KCCl's assistance, informed
that their imported consign-
ments from China have been
put on hold at the ports in
order fo prevent the outbreak
of deadly corona wvirus in
Pakistan which has ferribly
affected capital of Hubei

of vanous goods and com-
modities  from  suffering
severe losses due to ban
imposed on Imports from
China because of the out-
break ol corona  wirus
COVID-14.

In & statement issued.
Agha Shahab urged the rzle-
vant autherity to isswes noti-
fication in which the port
autharities and all terminal
operators must be advised o
refrain from imgasing demur-
rage and detention charges
on those consignments
which have already arived
at the Pakistani ports from
China bul were nol being
cleered. “Any demurrage or
defention charges already
applied on such consign-
ments must immediataly be
waived off which would cer-
tainly be widely welcomed by
the busivess community’, he

provinea, Wuhen and result-
&d in hundreds casualties so
far besides spreading further
Inmare than 20 countries.
“Many import related doc-
uments have also not been
received by relevant
imporiers as no parcels ware
amving from China and
other affected countries,
making it impossible for the
importers to timely fulfil all
the documentation formali-
lies which are required for
clearanca of imperied goods
henca their consignments
remain blocked at the pods
and are resulting in addition-
al demurrage: and detention
charges’, he seid, “We fully
understand the sensitivity of
the issue and supporl the
govemmant’s moves 1o save
Pakistan from the outtreak
of the COVID-19 but the
importers  should nol be

penalized and relief has to
be provided to the perturbed

tracders by waiving the
demurrage and detention
charges.”

He said that out of a fotal
bilateral trade of around
US512  billion  belween
Fakistan and China, around
LS$6 bilkon has been trang-
acled 5o far but the dawnfall
In trade would certainly
appear by the end of currant
fiscal year and US$12 billion
mark will not be achieved
dug to complets suspension
of trade belween the two
countres. “The outhreak of
COTONG YirLs is an opportuni-
ty for the local industry as we
have to look into the possibil-
ity of what we can produce
on gur own which was previ-
ously being Imported from
China prior 10 suspangion of
tracle’, he added

He stressed that the
|ethal wirus has been repidly
spreading in many couniries
around the word including
some countries bordering
Pakistan hence, the govern-
ment will have to take strin-
gent measures to save our
country from the eruption of
deadly virus.

He hoped that the rele-
vant departments would real-
Ize the gravily of the situa-
tion and refie! will soon be
provided to the impoders as
s00n a5 possible by urging
the port autharities not fo
demend any demurrage and
detention  charges  from
those  Importers  whose
goods were arriving from
China which would certainly
b walcomed

Karachi, February 25,
2020, Snaan-e-Pakistan the
huge and unique Pakistani
platform  for culture,  food,
music and fashion which aims
to project the bast that
Pakistan has to offer beyand
ite barders, held fis ster-stud-
ded press &t Zanq

aan e akin ann

dong such festvals outsde
Pakistan 1s to give a platfarm
0 our country to show what it
has to offer in terms of art, cul-
fture, music, food, fashion,
property and trade. The three-
day event will include exhibi-
fions at S Lanka Exhibition
and G Cantra by

restaurand, Colrean Mad, here
earer loday. The even! was
well-attended by media,
celabrities, sccialtes and cor-
porates who graced the red
campet bafora the start of the
conference.

The event was hosled by
the chaming Hira Hussain
who imvited the founder and
creator of the prestigious plat-
farm Shaan-e-Pakmslan,
Huma Nassr to introduce the

evenrt She announced the
details of the wpcoming Sth
Edition and said “After the
overwhelming success of the
previous editions that ook
place in Mew Delhl n 2015,
Lahore in 2018, Karachi in
2018 and Lahore in 2019, this
year Shaan-a-Pakistan aims to
cross another milestone by
holding their 5th Edition —
PROMISING SHAAN-E-PAK-
ISTAN, 3DAY FESTIVAL In
Colombo, S Laria from 2151
bl 23t March, 2020,

She added the objctive of

both Fakistani and Sri Lankan
corparales, wamen enlrepre-
neurs, designers and arfists.
There will be a designer
Lounge headed by Faiza Malik
from Ensemblas Dubai featur-
ing  Sanlya  Maskatlya,

Fareeda Hasan, Armari and a
et more designers. There will
be a Crafters Lounge headed
by Anisa Yunus with some
greal crafts of Pakistan, Savvy
Lounge by Asmir Mazhar fae-

turing statement pwelery and
exclusive outfits by designers
from Lahore, and South Asian
Lounge depicting South Astan
Ensamioles.

Among the other speakers
an the occasion were Irfan
Pardissi from Zee Foundation,
the mxecutive producer of the
guent, Saad Ahsan from
Commonwealth  Dominica,
Ssud Faisal from Pakistan
Oibserver, Amie lgbal (post),
and Faisal Mubeen fram
Maka Foods.

‘While a fashion show is

ounces d

ei

wea of what to expact n Sd
Lanka, @&  sensalional
unplugged session by lead
singer ‘Wajik  Faroogui  of

Raath Band folowed by Komal

Is of its upcom-
ing thunderous fifth edition

scheduled for the 22nd, there
will be a closing caremeny Ak
Shaam Fakistan kay Naam' on
the 23rd, both at Barefool
Salts Arts would be collaborat-

the food parner.  HUM
Network & the official media
partner, while Hot FM 103 is
the radio partrar. Print madia
partner is Pakistan Obsarver,

Ing with Shaan-e-Pakislan as
Music Curator Partners. The

fashien show will not only fea-
ture Jocal talent like Mushi
who will 850 be hosting the
Fed Carpel, bul alsa interna-
tianal models, All Xeashan and
Humayun Alemge would also
be shaing the stage. Komal
Rizvi, one of the ambassadors
of Shaan & Pakistan, wil also
be walking the ramp and
singing for the audience
There will alsc be a crickstars’
meet and greet on the cosing
night

Far the enlertainment of
those present and fo give an

y| and

Rizvi and finally Safeer Jaffray
took place, after which the
floor was open 1o questions
and enswers. High tea was
Ihen served.

The event would nol be
possible witheut the support of
Zee Foundation and Saad
Ahsan Immigrafion Law Fimm,
Tranquility Baach
Commonwealth Dominica who
are the men promaters of the
event, Hemari & the organic

| partner and Malka Foods is

which s alsa presenting a
property and pharma pavilion.

Among the main pariners
from Sri Lanka supporting
Shaan-e-Fakistan with gusto
are sesthelic panner Jewsl
Gate,  hospitality  partner
Galadari Colombo, venue part-
ner Barefoot and SLECC, and
logistics partner ASK, afine
partner Sl Lankan Air and
travel pariner Rieems Travel.
Zapg i the afficial restaurant
pariner in Karachi.
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Karachi: Chairman District Councd Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad inaugurating new

buikding of Football Stacium a UC Jam Murad All,

Mr iftikhar afi malik leader of the buslness community cham'nan guard group, svp

saarc chamber is visiting stall of guard filters ai paapam expo, nabil hashmi, chair-

man exhibiien committes of paapam s presenling a sheild of apgreciation 1o me
iftikhar al malik, rehmatullah javed & taimur mabk = also seen in the picture.

KATI paid tribute to
Naimat UIIah Khan

Karachi: Patron in Chaef
of Korangi Association of
Trade & Industry (KATI} 58
Muneer, President Sheikh
Umer Rehan, Chairman &
CEQ KITE Zubair Chhaya,
Senior  Viea  President
Muhammad Ikram Rejput
and Vice Presiden Syed
Wajid Hussain condoled
over death of former City
MNazem Maimat Uah Khan
Advocate and paid iribute
for his great services for the
devalopment and prosperity
of Karachi,

SM Muneer said tat in
his tenure Naimat Uliah
Fhan initiated many of his-
toric projects and thet period
would be remembered as
the best time of our city's
history. He said that former

Falsatabad The Ministry
of Commerce and Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAF) organized

city Mazim of Karachi has
set an example that polfics
should reglly means sanving
people. Sheikh Umer Rehan
said fhat after his deaih
Karachiels would mess their
committed and selfiess wel
wisher. " for Karachi and
espacialy  for  Korangi
Industrial Area he done
tremendous and hes senvic-
£5 woukd always be remam-
bered” he addad.

Assembly members paying
attention to education of
Sindh: Murtaza Baloch

Karachi - February 26.
Sindh Minister for Human

e
.

Karachi: Speakers are sitting on the stage during conference organized by Consumer
Association Pakistan and Sindh Health Care Commission at a local hotel of Karachi

Chinese will not get any sort of consideration if
involved in malpractices, Says Imran Najmi

KARACHI: The Pak
China Ecenamic co-comdor
and the Project G EFEC
the presence of Chinese
Engineers and other work-
&5 are 8 matter 8 pleasue

for us, However there & no
room for mal practices and
dsshonesty in Business and
they do nol deserve any sort
of concassion or leniency.

The Govermment must
encure that the Chinese
workers in Pakistan do not
winlete the rules and regule-
tions. This had been stated
by Ihe prominent Business-
man and vice president of
Commaon waalth society Mr.
Imean Najmi last night dur-
ing the press bnefing in his
offica. During the occasion
the affected contractos Asif
siddlg khekar was also pres-
ent. Imran Majmi said that
due to my contacls in the
company Zong Ji which is a
pevate enlily in the Lucky
Cement pvt Hd, working for
Coal power project. Mr. Asif

Khaokar supphed the minsral
water bottles for more than
three months, Acoording 1o
hiim two days baxck the previ-
ous bills were paid and as
usual at the time of new

deliverizs after receipt of the
paymerd he was toid not o
supply any more waler as
they hired a new supplier
Then Asif Khokar asked the
company to raturn his ampty
water bottlesicanes,
However, the company
ected un responaive —dilly
dally, Since | was the person
who hedped Asif Khokar 1o
et the water supply job, he
cama 1o me and narmated
ther mntire stary, | then called
the company and when | got
& response |Khokar to go
back and get your empty
boltles and the balance pay-
ments, However the con-
carmed Chinese officers did-
m't co-operate  with  Asil
Khokar and behaved in un
ethical manner and pushad
him . threalened him and

firmdy said that we are nat
going to give you back the
empty 325 battles as well as
the money, Go whatever
you can do go ahead. [mean
Majmi said that Asif Khokar

comes from a middle class
family in Karachi and
through small businesses
he is maintaining his family,
as such this kind of high
handadness will bring Asif
Khokar to the streete. The
in- appropriate attitude of
the Chinese paople-workers
in Pakistan are common
with ather peopies which is
absolutely en-acceptzble, It
is raquestad that the con-
cermed Govt. officers must
hedp Asif Khokar and speak
to the Chingse awthorities in
Pakigtan to rezolve this mat-
ter amicably. He furlher said
that if these situations are
neglecied it will further cre-
ate the burden of jobless-
ness and enhance the plight
of @ common man in
Pakistan

Agha Shahab underscores need to promote
banarsi clothing in potential world markets

KARACHL:  President
Harachi  Chamber  of
Commerce &  Industry
(KCCl)  Agha  Shahab
Anmed Khan has said that

with other simiar products
being manufactured in India
but.  unfortunately  the
Pakistani made Dbanars|
products are unahle to cap-
ture & sizeable share in the

for Small Traders Majeed
Memon, Advisor Special
Committea  for  Small
Trauers Tanveer Barr)' aﬂd
KOG W

e and Special
Development Ghulam
Murlaza Baloch hee said
that the members of Sindh
and Mational Assembly are

issves of District Malir
schools, colleges were dis-
cussed and a number of

suggestians for solutions to
them and to improve tham
were discussed. In the
meeting the elected repre-

"y

-

", p

-

"

making avery efforl to pro-
mote aducation in Sindh as
it is sure that we can not
really grow in any sector
without making progress in
education sector. He said
this in his office today while
chairing a follow-up meet-
Ing on education issves in
Malir  Member of the
Mational Assembly Sardar
Jam Abdul Karim Jokhig,
Members  of Singh
Aszembly Reja  Abdul
Razzag Baloch, Saleem
Batoch, Mahmed  Alam
Jamote, Shaheena Sher All
were also present in the
meeting. The meating was
also attended by Direclors
Colleges  Karachi  and
Schools, District Education
Officers and Education
Warks Officers

In the meeting the

sentalives of Malir, officers
of Education Works
Department and  other
stakeholders agreed 1o
resolva Malir's educational
problems through & joint
veniure.  Addressing the
meeting, Provincial
Minister Ghulam Murtaza
Baloch directed the officers
to take immediate steps to
resolve the issues. He
added, ' The elected mam-
bere from Sindh are pay-
ing specisl attention to
education on prionly basis
and we will improve gov-
ermment educational inst-
tutions  wsing all  the
resources’ . He assured
that the children of Sindh
would be given better edu-

catlon opgortunities 2o that
they might compete in
modem workd

Mukesh Kumar Chawla of
recovery of defaulting
amount of professional tax

Karachi. February 26.
Sindh Minister for Excise
and Taxation & Marcotics
Contral and Parilamentary
Affairs  Mukesh  Kumar
Chawla has said that
dapartmantal action will be
taken against those offi-
cers who fall to achisve
recovery of Professionsl
Tax in their respective
beats/ areas as per given
targets. This he said while
presiding cver a meeting
here in his office on
Tuesday. Secretary Excise
and Taxation & Marcolics
Control  Abdul  Halm
Shaikh, Director General
ET & NC Shoab Ahmed
Siddiqui, Director Excise
Taxes Karachi lgbal Ahmed
Lagharl and other officars
also atlended the meeting,
He asked them fo take all
out efforts for the recovary
of defaulting amount of

Mambears were also prEsam

the market of Orangs town,

which was a very old market
established in 1958, holds
excallent axpertise in hand-
crafted banarsi clothing that
must be effactively promot-
ed in several potential mar-
kets around the world with a
wiew 1o improve the meager
exporis of this particular
non-traditional dem  which
was capabba of fetching
substantial amount of for-
eign exchange The high-
quabty and delicata hand-
made banars) wark, which
though being dons at &
smaller scake in Orang: mar-
ket, cannot be compared

export markets due o lack
of support hence, the gov-
emment must look into the
problems being faced by
producars of this invalusble
item and asccordingly pro-
vide a bevel playing fiek,

on the occasion. Agha
Shahab said that & was
indead a great honor for the
entire nation that the manu-
fecturers of banarsi hand-
craft from Crangi Town have
the honor of producing

besides g export  Ghilal-e-Kaaba are  nol
promofion activities o pro-  receiving the kind of atten-
mote  Pakistani banarsi  tion they deserves.
products’, he added while President KCCI,  while

exchanging views with a
delegation from All Orangi
Tradars Assocation led by
its  Chairman  Abdullah
Balrz, Vicz President KCCI
Shahid 1smail, Chairman of
KCCFs Special Commitlee

extending full support and
cooperation 1o the business
community of Orangi mar-
ket, said that KCCl's door
are always open as they
firrnly believes in supportng
the entife business.

Tax and
ensure the assigned target
without fail, adding that o
constitute teams for recov-
ary of the taves.

Provincial minister for

Excise and Taxation &
Marcotics  Control  and
Parliamentary Affairs
Mukesh  Kumar Chawla
added, * Time has come
that overall recovery of the
taxes musl be made uplo

the mark and all paymenis
and mssessment of the
unitsiestablishments  must
praperly be incorporated
along with documentary
ewdance and finalized by
the DOVETO concermed’
He asked the officers 1o
maintain the record ie
register, files and other ral-
evanl record in proper
manner , asking them to
chalk out 3 comprehensive
plan for the recovery of the
taxes

Government agencies hold
sessions with private sector to
disseminate reforms

Karachi 26 Feb,2020:
Government agencies,
including federal & provin-
cial depariments, engaged
in regulatory reforms held
consultstive sessions with
privata sector stakehalders
in a local holal here taday.
The objective of these ses-
sions was lo disseminate
reforms fo relevant stake-
holders as well as obtain
feedback on the issues
faced by the private sector,
The private sector particl-

work on different topics of
&8s per the World Bank's
Doing Business Report.
The sessions held covered

the following  topics:
Construction Permits,
Starting A  Business,
Resalving Insolvency,

Gelling Credit, Registering
Properly, Paying Taxes,
Trading Across Borders,

Getting Elactricity,
Enforcing Contracts and
Cantracting with

Govemment. The  federal

pants  include Doing  government agancies

i Contribut which parti in the
which assess the perform-  program included
ance of regulatory frame-  Securities

an gwareness seminar on
the 2nd phase of China-
Pakistan  Frea  Trade
Agreement
February,

Faisalabad
Commerce &  Industry,
Faisalabad, The seminar
was one of the many from a
series of seminars being
arganized by tha Ministry of
Commerce  and

across the counlry 1o dis-
seminate the trade and
export opportunities arising
out of CPFTA-II, which has
bacome aperational from st
Jznuary, 020,

A large number of busi-
Aess persons fram FCO! and
mgor frade assocations of
Testies,  Foundry &
Engineering, Agre Food and
Chemical Industry of this
ragion attended the Serminar,
Secretary FCCI fhanked &l
the guests and provided in-
depth introduction of the
Faigalabad Chamber of
Commerce &  Industry
(FCCI)  Dr. Muhammad
Hamid Ak Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Commerca,
Istzmabad welcomed the
distinguished guests,
Speaking on the accession,
he brisfed the sudisnce
about the 2nd phase of
CPFTA, which offers an
enhanced and desper mar-
ket acoass to Pakistan, He
apprized that under CPFTA-
Il. China has eliminated the

tariff an 313 high priarity tardf
lines of Pazkistan's export
mtarest, providing Pakistan a
preferential treatment, He

Commencement of China-Pakistan
free trade agreement Phase-Il

presented a limeline of fur-
ther Fberalization between
Paksstan and China.

Ms. Anjum Asad Amin,

stated that safeguard meas-
wies and bafance of payment
clauses are Included under
this CPFTA Il to protect local
ndustry  Mr. Risz Ahmed
Sheikh, Director General
TDAP Karachi delivered a
detailed presentation ragard-
ing wvarious &spects  of
CPFETACIl and provided an
msight on sectorwise bene-
fits arismg out of this FTA. He
explained that in CPFTA-I
Pakistan benefits from asym-
metrical Bberalization placing
it &t par with ASEAN coun-
tries in trade with China. He
prielly mentioned Sateguard
Measures, Electronic Data
Exchange and the use of an
extensive Sensitive List that
will make mplementation of
CPFTA-I meaaningful.
Finelly, he provided &
detailed export analysis of
the 313 lines on which
Pakisian enjoye 0% duty
coverng dverse sectors ke
Agro-Food, Texties, Leather
Chemicals, Faotwear,
Machinery, Auto, Jewsllery,
Plastics -1 Other
Miscelianeous [tems. He

Member, Mational Tariff
Canmmission provided
detalled information regand-
ing the safeguard measures
which have besn incorparat-
ed in the Znd phase of
CPFTAn order to protect the:
Pakistan indusiry,

Mr. Muzammil Sulian, Ex-
President  FCCI, in  his
remarks highlighted the sig-
nificance of China in regional
trade and appreciated the
opportnities under CPFTA-
Il. He expressed hope that
tiis agreement would help in
namowing the trade deficit
between Pakistan and China
and assured that the Industry
is willing to collaborate the
government for making the
most of CPFTAI. The event
ended with a 08A Session,
wheszin &ll the queries of the
participants were responded
thoroughly. The event was
ended with & vate of thanks
by the Ex-Presiiant FCCI,
Mr Mizammil Sultan, whe
also distributed memenioes
among the warthy guast
apeakers,

Karachi: & high level del-
egation of Tehran Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(TCCI) headad by Chaiman
Masecud Khansarl along with
Consul General of Iran
Ahmed Mohammadi called
on Horangi Associstion of
Trade & Industry (KATI}
here on Tuasday.

Pregidant KATI Sheikh
Umar Rehan, Senator Abdul
Haseeb Khan, Chairman &
CEQ KITE Zubair Chhaya,
Head of KATFs Commities
on  diplomatic  affairs
Mascod MNaci, Senior Vics
President Muhammad tkram
Rajput, Vice President Syed
Wajid Hussain and others
alse addressed the ocea-

B0

Mr. Khansan said thal
trade volume of Iran and
Pakistan could be raised to
13 billion dedar. He gaid that
buginess community of bath
countries. can play a vital
role fo expend trade and
economic relstion. He toid
that Iran was facing difficul-
ties dus to sanctions but we
have realized tha oppenuni-
ties into these difficult condi-
tens. He said that industry

in [ran was trying to produce
maximum  of  country's

needs and we are explaring
our regional markets for
trade. He said that prime
motive of this delegation is
1o explore  opgorunities

Trade volume between Iran and Pakistan
could expend to 13 billion dollar

tions between fran and
Pakistan  He said that
undocumented and informal
frade between the two coun-
tries is far ahead of Tormal
Irade, “ihis issue must be
addressed” he added,

and pofential of Pakistani
ndustry and business
President KAT| Sheikh
Umer Rehan welcomed the
delegation and  briefed
about economic  eignifi-
cance and production cape-
bilities of Korangi Industrial
Area, He said thal along
with establishing banking
channel between Iran and
Pakistan there is a lot 1o do
for removing hurdles in the
way of expending trade relz-

Masood Nagi was of wiew
thal Iran and Pakistan were
facing kind of similar chal-
lenges regarding FATF and
espacially the business
communites of both coun-
Iries can play their role fo
face thoss challenges. The
CG of Iran also wiged to
enhance business fo busi-
ness retations. He told that
Iran has initizted alectronic
visa facility for Pakistani
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Pakistan invited to attend US-Taliban peace
deal signing on Feb 29

ISLAMABAD: Catar hag invited LIS and the Taliban. He said it has US troops oul of Afghanistan. Both government, extended an invitation
Pakistan 1o attend the peece signing  alweys been the stance of Pakistan sides have elso discussed the to Foreign Miister Shah Mahmood
deal between the US and the that there is no military solution to implementation of anoiher condition Qureshi, Radio Pakistan reported.

e S z
Afghan Taliban to be held on
February 20 in Doha

The invitation was extended by
the Ciatari Ambassador fo Pakistan
Sagr Bin Mubarak, on behalf of the
Cstari FM, during 8 meeting with
Foredgn Minisler Shah Mehmood
Quraghl In  Isiamabad, Radio
Pakistan raported

In his remarks on the occasion,
the foreign minister said Pakistan
and Catar have played a pivotal role
in furthering the Afghan reconciia-
tion  process.Shah  Mehmood
Cureshi said Pakistan welcomes the
US-Taliban peace deal batween the

the Afghan confiict. He said the

world i now also
Pakistan's stance,

FM Qureshi expressed the confi-
dence that the US-Talban peace
deal will lead to intra Afghan dia-
logue.On  February 21, Afghan
Taliban and US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo had confirmed to hold
successful dislogues leading to &
Li5-Taliban peace deal for ending
the  decades-long  war  in
Afghanistan.

Both sides have put conditions
for erealing a suitable securlly situa
tion prior to signing an accord to pull

accepting

for releasing prisoners, whareas,
the political peries will envisage a
strategy  for  initiating  inra-
Afghanistan talks Qatar has invited
Pakisian fo the signing of the US-
Taliban peace deal set to take place
on February 29, Radic Pakistan
reported on Tuesday Last weak, the
US and the Taliban announced they
were set to sign a historic agree-
ment in Doha, Qatar, on Saturday,
that would pave the way to ending
America's longest warDuring 8
meeting today, Gatar's ambassador
to Pakstan Sagr bin Mubarak Al-
Mansouri, on behalf of the Qatari

Qureshi said Pakistan and Qatar
had both played a “pivotal role” in
the Afghan reconciliation process

He welcomed the peace deal and
=aid Pakistan had atways hald the
wigw that there was no military solu-
tion to the Afghan conflict, adding
that now the word wes accepling
this stance.According fo Radio
Pakistan, Qureshi expressed confi-
dence that the peace deal would
lead fo intra-Afghan dialogue

The forelgn minister had on
Saturday eaid Pakistan played its
role and “fuffilled all promises” with
America after reports of the US-
Taliban  deal emerged Read:
Pakistan hefped constrect roadmag
for US-Taliban peace deal, says FM
QureshiCureshi went on to say now
it was the responsibility of the
Afghan government to teke the
peace process forward

He said Pakistan wanted to see
the formation of an inclusive delega-
tion for advancing towards infra-
Afghan dilogue "My expenence
shows thal the people of
Afghanistan want peacs It is now
up 1o their edle whether they take
forward the peace efferls or waste it
by indulging in power games. All
responsibility will ba on them [the
Afghan government] and not on
Pakislan," the foreign minigler had
said,

Pakistani scientist invents world’s first
eco-friendly aircraft engine

Lahore: Pakistan i sat to unveil
the world's first-generation contrail-
free aircraf engine between mid-to-
lae 2020, the technological marvel's
inventor Dr Sarah Cureshi
revegled on Tuesday.

Qureshi has been working on the
project since 2018 1o sliminate the
negative impact of commercial air
carriers on the stratosphens that con-
tributes 1o giobal waming

The Pakigtani sclentst explained
the contrail phencmenon, a visible
white streak of smoke emitted from
an aircraft's jet engines during flight,
and discussed its harmiful effects on
Earth's atmosphere.

An envirenmentalist &t heart,
Gureshi  tumed  her  academic
research at Cranfield Univarsity, LK,
into & save-the-planat endeavor and
embarked on & mission 1o bulld the
world's first pollubion-free jot engme.

The workd avialion industry, she
claimed, ignored 1o develop the tech-
nology and focused more on exiract-
Ing monetary vakie by building fuel-
efficient engines

With global temperstures rising,
ooeans warming up, Greenland and
Antarclic ice sheels shrinking, gla-
ciers retreating, Arclic sea life declin-
ing. and ooceans acidifyng a5 cabon
dioxide levels skyrocket, the climate
change debate has grown ferce as
activists across the wordd highlight
environmental hazards and try to
spread awareness aboul the phe-
nomenarn.

Taking & swing at Elon Musk's trip
to Mars program, the scientist saye
that “unless you have a confirmed
licke!” to the red planet, ‘which does

not have a lwable atmosphers”
Earth is the best bet and must be
saved. Pakastan is set lo unveil the
word’s first-generation contrail-free
aircraft engine between mid-to-late
2020, the technological marvel's
wwentor Or Sarah Qureshi revealed
on Tuesday

Quresni has been working on the
project since 2018 to eliminate the
nogative impact of commercial air
camiers on tha stratosphere that con-
fributes to global warming.

The Pakistani scientist explained
the contrail phenomenon, a visible
white streak of smoke emitted irom
an aircrafi's jet engines during fiight,
and discussed s harmful effects on

Earth's atmosphare.
An environmeniatist st heart,
Cureshi  turned  her  academic

into & save-the-planet endesvos and
embarked on a massion 1o build the
waorld's first poliution-free jot angme.

The world aviation industry, she
claimed, ignored to develop the tech-
nelogy and focused more on extract-
ing monetary vaiue by building fusl-
efficent engines

With global temperatures rising,
ooeans warming up, Greenland and
Antarclic ioe sheels shrinking, gia-
ciers ratreating, Arctic sea life dechin-
ing. and oceans acdifying as carbon
dioxide levels skyrocket, the climate
change debate has grown fierce as
activists across the world highlight
environmental hazards and try to
spread awaraness about the pha-

nomanon,

Taking & swing &t Elon Musk's trip
1o Mars program, the scentist says
that “unless you have a confirmed
tickat” to the red planet, "which doas
not have a livable aimosphere,”
Earth is the best bet and must be
saved Qureshi has been working on
the project since 2018 o eliminate
the negative impact of commercial air
camiers on the steatosphers that con-
Inbutes 1o global warming,

The Pakistani scienist explained
the confrall phenomenon, & wisible
white streak of smoke emitted from
an aircraft's jat engines during flight.
and discussed fe harmful effects on
Earth's atmosphere

An environmentalist al heari,
Qureshi tumed her academic
research at Cranfield University, UK,

bnle & save-the-planel endeavar and !

embarked on a mission to build the
wartd's first pollution-free jet engine.

The world aviation Indusiry, she
claimad, ignored to develop the tach-
nology and focused more on extract-
ing manetary valug by building fuet-
efficient engines With gichal temper-
atures rising, ooEans warming up,
Greenland and Arfarctic ice sheets
shnnking. glaciers retreating, Arctic
sea life declining, and oceans acidi-
fying a5 carbon dimade levels sky-
rockat, the climate change debate
has grown fierce as activists across
the wordd highlight environmenial
hazards and try lo spread awareness
about the phenamenan.

World Bank delays two of Pakistan's budgetary
support loans

ISLAMABAD: The Warld Bank has.
defayed the approval of two budges-
ary suppor loans worth 3750 million
due 1o lack of progress on some of
the agreed prior conditions, Includ-
Ing disagresment armong provinces
over harmonisation of the general
sales tax {G5T) an services,

The pestponement wouk also delay
the restoration of Pakistan's budget-
ary support. which had been sus-
pended four years Bgo owing 1o the
deterioration of macrosconomic
indicators, Last  fime, the
Washington-based  lender hed
approved a budgetary support loan
I February 20186,

# Worid Bank board mesting had
been scheduled for March 18 o
approve & $500-milion develop-
menl policy credit - called the
Res@ent Institulions for Sustainable
Economy  (RISE)  programme,
according to official documents of
the Worid Bank

Similarly, another policy ocredit of
£250 million for the Securing
Human Invesiments 1o Foster
Transformation (SHIFT) programeme
has aleo been dalayed,

The approval of the RISE and
SHIFT leans has been delayed for
al least wo manths, sources in the
Ministry of Finance 1old The
Express Trbune,

It & for the second time that the
World Bank has delayed the

approval of these loans, which were
crginally scheduled to go to s
board during the second quarter of
curent fiscal year 2018-20, If
Fakistan was able to forge consen-
sus amang all shakeholders, the

Good progress |s being made,”
commented a epakasparson for the
World Bank when asked whether
the bank hed delayed approval of
the loans.As and when they (RISE
and SHIFT) are mady, they will be

fi——

‘Wordd Bank board may consider
approval of the loans either in late
May or In June, the sources sai

The delay in the $750-milbon loans

considered by the executive direc-
tors of the World Bank” for approval

would also affact the ]

external financing projeciions for the
current fscal year. The International
Monatary Fund (IMF) has shown
750 million ss part of official
Inflows in the year A lower-than-
peojacled cutent account deficit
would partially offest the impact of
some of the defayed loans.

“Discussions with authorities on
RISE and SHIFT are continuing

1he spokesperson said
Pakistan i already stupgling to
keep the th-old 56-billion

IMF programme on track, An IMF
mission has returned to Washinglon
wilhout reaching a staff-level agree-
ment with Pakistan on the secand
review (Cctober-December) of the
programme Ten days have passed
since the IMF mission returned and
there is o word from the Ministry of
Finance when the staff-level agree-
mant will be reached. The IMF's first

review document showed March &
a3 the date of beard mesting for
approval of the second review and
end-December 2018 performance.
criteria. The March & date may be
missed as the IMF management
ususly needs at |east four to six
weeks after the siafi-level agree-
ment 1o cireutale the report among
board membars znd  get it
approved "Many of the RISE pro-
gramme's agreed prics actions have
besn completed and work on the
remaining actons is under way,”
said an official of the sconomic
affairs ministry He hoped  that
Pakistan would be able 1o complete
the policy matrix next month and the
govemment was foresesing that the
loans would now be approved in
May There's no specified date for
the complation of prior actions, how-
ever, tha Finance Division is trying
lo complete them by ithe end of
March, Desay, il any, has been on
account of CCl meetng on the
National Tax Council and PHPL
debt matters, and the Workd Bank is
avare of this” said Omar Hamid
Khan, Special Finance Secretary
“RISE will not affect SHIFT" he said.
The key objective of the RISE pro-
gramme & 1o enhance the policy
and instifutional framewark 1o
improve fscal management, The
Worid Bank has placed a condion
that the four provinces .

President Arif Alvi visits deaf-run
KFC restaurant, appreciates efforts
under Mitao Bhook platform

islamabad: Prezident Arif Alvi. along with wife
Samina Alvi, on Fridey visited a KFC restaurant,
operated by deal employees, and appreciated
KEC Pakistan's effons lowards inclusion

While visiting KFC - | |, Chundrigar during
Junch hour they ware greated by GED KFC
Pakistan, Raza Pirbhai, who apprised them of
the arganisation's efforts to boast inclusion

under its Mitao Bhook platiorm.

Apprecigting their efforts, the President
Interacted with the deaf employees, placed an
order using sign language and purchased the
meal himself

Afler kinch, the President joined the employees
who prasanted fhe national anthem. using sign
languzage

Speaking to Raza Pirbhai. he recegnised KFC
Pakistan's efforts to actively create equal
opportunilies and improve the kves of disabled
mesmbers of saciety by focusing on imegrating
deaf individuals and moving towards an
Inctusive: Rulure.

Inclusion is the central piltar of KFC Pakistan's
Mitaa Bhoak platiom, with 1,000 deaf siudents
being educated annuaily at the Dewa KFC
Camgus, in coardination with the Dawa Instiute,
alarg with 200 at the Deaf Reach KFC Campus,
in conjunction with FESF.

Thiz is i edditian to having 220 deaf employess

and operating 9 completely deaf-run
restaurands,

While visiting KFC = | | Chundrigar during
lunch hour they were greeted by CEQ KFC
Pakistan, Raza Pirbhai, who apprised fhem of
the organizsation's efforts to boost inclusion
urdeer its Mitao Bhook platfarm.
Appreciating their efforts, the President

interacted with the deaf employees, placed an
aorder using sign language and purchased the
maal himeall.

After |unch, e President joined the emplayees
who presented the natianal anthem using sign
language.

Speaking to Raza Pirbhai, he recopnised KFC
Pakistan's efforts 1o actively create equal
opporunities &nd improve the lives of dissbled
mambers of society by focusing on integrating
deaf individuals and moving toweards an
inclusive fullse,

Irciusion is the cenfral pdlar of KFC Pakistan's
Mitan Enock platform, with 1,000 deaf studerts
being educated annually al the Dewa KFC
Campus. in coordination with the Dews Institule,
along with 200 &t the Deaf Reach KFC Campus,
in conjunclion with FESF.

This i in addition to having 220 desf employees
and operating § completely deaf-run
ragtaurants.

Kashana scandal whistleblower’s
autopsy report makes startling
revelations

© A post-maortem report of igra
Kainal, who brought the
Kashans scandal fo light, emerged an
Tuesday with siariling revelations about the
cause of her death, ARY News reporied
The raport ciaimed she died of slarvallen as
she was denied food and watar during her
treatment &l a gavernment hospital
Samples collected from her body have been
sent to a forensic lab to ascertain whather
she was peésoned to death, the repert said.
Earfier, the Sccial Welfare Depariment of
Punjab had redeased the findings of a fact-
finding probe into the mysterious death of the
qgirl saying she diad due fo malady.
lgra Kalnat, 23, died on Feb 5 almest a year
after getting married 1o Abld Sanauliah of
Graen Town.
The probe report said the girl was not in
contact with the Kashana shelter housa since
her rmarriage in June 2018,
Last year on Dec 17, it =aid, the palice
shifted lgra fo the Bilquis Edhi Centre,
Lahore from where she was shifted to Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital after she fall ill, She
was senl back 1o the Edhi Centre after she
was discharged from the hospital
She breathed her lasl on Feb § due o

illness, 1he reported concluded.

Afthsan Latif, former superintendent of
Kashana, had rejacted the probe report

She demanded & probe into the girl's suddan
death She added Igra had grown up in the
Chiid Protection Bureau, Darul Aman and
Kazhana and thus, she was abreast of the
miseries of the girls living there LAHORE: A
post-mortem repert of lgra Kainat, whe
brought the Kashana scandal to light,
emergad on Tuesdey with stertling
revelations about the cause of her deslh,
ARY Mews reporied

The report claimed she died of starvation as
she waz denied food and water during her
Irealment & & governmenl hospetal

Samples colbected from her body have bean
sent 1o a ferensic lab to asceriain whethar
she was paisonad ta death, the report said.
Earliar. the Sacial Welfare Dapartment of
Punjab had released the findings of a fact-
finding probe infa the mysterigus death of the
gt saying she died due to malady

lgra Kanal, 23, died on Feb § almost a year
affer getting married to Abid Sanaullah of
Green Town, The probe report said the gid
was nod In contact with the Kashana shelter
hause since her marriage in June 2019

NAB to move SC against bail of ex-PM
Abbasi, Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD: The Nalional Accountability
Bureau {NAB) has dacided to approach the
Supreme Court against the Islamabad High

Courl's {IHC) verdict of

graniing post-arresl bail to PML-N leaders
Shahid Khagan Abbasi and Ahsan Ighal,
reporad ARY News.

The decision was made during a high-level
meeting presided over by NAB chief Justice
retired Javed Igbal at the bureau's Islamabad
headquarters,

The anti-graft watchdog's deputy chairman,
the proseculor general and the NAB

Qperations director general were in
attendanca in the meating.

The meeting decided fo move the Supreme

Court against the IHC's ruting of granting bal
1o the PML-N leaders

Read More: Shahid Khagan Abbasi grantad
bail in LNG case

Earlier today, a two-member bench of the
IHE headad by Justice Athar Minallah
approvad the bail for former pramier Shahid
Khanan Abbasi in the LNG case, The bench
oederad tha former minizter to submit a Rg10
million surely band 1o secuse the bail




