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Saudi deputy defence
minister meets COAS
Bajwa at GHQ

RAWALPINDI: Saudi
Arabia's Deputy Defence
Minister Prince Khalid Bin
Salman met Chief of Ammy
Staff (COAS) General Jamar
Javea Bajwa during his visit
ta General Headquarters
(GHQ) on Monday. eaid Inter-

Services Public Relations
(I5PR} in & sistement.

Prince Khalid Bin Salman
and General Qamar Javed
Bajwa exchanged views on
mattars of mitisal mterests,
defence and securty cooper-
ation between both countries.

The ISFR spokespersan
said the curent sduation of
Indian occuped Jammu and
Kashmir (I0JK) also came
inta discussson. Moregver,
they hekd consultalions over
military training programme
and the sivation of the
regional security situation in
the mestingRead: COAS
Eajwa, Saudi commander
discuss regional sacurity

The Saud deputy defence
minister profzesional
capabilites Of Pakistan

amed forces and announcad
conmphet support 1o
Istamabad for the establish-
ment of paace n ihe region
said ISPR.Earfiar in
Movember fast year, Saudl
Assistant Defence  Minister
Mohammed Bin Abdulah Al

Ayesh had mel COAS Qamar
Javed Bajwm at GHO in

Rawalpindi ISPR
eaid According  to Inter-
Services Pubbc Relations
(IGPR}, both

exchenged views on issues
of mutual interest. Matters
pestaining lo defence, securl-
ty coaperation between both
countries and overall regicnal
socurity situation came under
discussion durng the mees-
ing Prince Khadd Bn Salman
and Genera! -Qamar Javed
Bajwa exchanged views on
matters of mutual nberests.
defence and secunty cooper-
ation batwaan both countnes.

PM launches Rs24bn Ehsaas

ISLAMABAD: Four months afier its
saflt launch, the Ehsaas undengrady-
ate echalarship programme was for-
mally launched by Prime Minisier
Imran Khan an Monday with a com-
mitment that there will be no podtcal
irterferance in all social wean pro-

grammes  introducad by

Pakistan Tehreek-knsal (PTI) gov-
emmant for the poar and lowincomsa

ol

thraugh the Higher

fian caremony,

The programme is aimed at provid-
ing scholarships 1o a lotal of
200,000 students belonging fo low-
income groups from across the
coundry in four years. Ibs soft launch

was hald on Now 4, 2018,

Leudingtheyouthafihe country, Mr
Khan said Pakistanyoulths have
more driva and passion than thosa
studying in Bradford University, LK,
He expressed the hope that the sty
dents with the achalarship waukd not
oy bi: able b help themsehes bul
wouid also be shauldaring responss-
bilties of their famiies and fhe coun-
try. The students who do not belong
ta rich families are more mtelligent
and pazsicnate than thase studying
like us.

intep

The I5PR
said Me cumenl siuation of
Indian occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (ROJK),

who  study

=,
Under the Rs24 bdlion programma,
50,000 high-achieving undergradu-
ale students wil gel schalarship
Education
Commission (HEC) every year, with
50 per cent quota fed for girs.

“Scholarships and bensfits from
olher social wellse programmes
will be given on medt and therawil
be no poltical Interference In such
infiatives, PM Khan vowed whila
addressing the scholarship distribu-

In [colieges e

Aichison,” he said

the

sociely were

ment.

minister said

About social security ness, PMKhan

said the less privileged segments of
ng health fieat-
ment facilities through the heaith
cards disiributed by the govern-

“In Purgah, hesih cards heve been
distribuled among six millon fami-
liez =o far, whereas the Khyber
Pakhlunkhwa  govermment
dacided 1o extend this faciity to all
the deserving families,’ the prime
Through the Ehsaas income pro-
gramme, Mr Khan sad, the govern-

ment wes providing livestock and  Socied Safety Dr Sania Nishtar ssd
pouliry b womenfolk in wilages o

has

peaple, he added

supgort their mcame,

Besides, he said, aboul 170,000
youths were baing imparted sifills
development fraining

The prime ministar said 170 sheltar
homes had besn sat up to provide
decent facilies 1o the homeless
paople. He seid that the number of
shedter homes would be increasad
The govarnment was also planning-
toprovidelegatassisiance 1o the poor

Speaking on the ococasion, Special
Assistant on Poverly Alleviabon and

the indiative was the bigpestever

needased and students: funused
progeamme for the undergraduales,
She said: "Merit, fransparancy and
nonesty’ were the basic Ingredients
behind the infiative, launched undar
the Ensaas programme. She sad
there was a difference between this
gowemment &nd the one that
mduiged In coruption, plundering
the state msources and destroving
s Institubons largely affecting s
downtredden. “The mechanism and
process for implamentation of thesa
mitatives was based upon stnct

scholarship programme

adherence to transparency end
il she said.

Dr Mishtar said about 50 per cant
quili i the schalarship progranmme
was fixed for female studends and
2Zpc quots for the disebled.

She said the HEC had completed
the first phase of the procsss for
awarding scholarships for the year
2018-20. The next phese would
commence in June. she edded. A
total of 200,000 students woukdben-
fit fram this programme. she reer-
ated explainingthatatotaloft 32,000
studants had appied for the schol-
arships Since the establishment of
the HEC, only 28,000 scholarships
had been awarded during
o decades Highlighting salient
features of the programme, Or
Mishiar sad Ihe progranme was a
historic shift in the government
scholarship pokicy s in the pasi,
scholarships wene given only 1o stu-
dents pursuing higher studies. She
elaboratid thal the scholarship pro-
gramme “covered the tution fes”
besides a monthly stipend of
Red, 000 Minister
Educetion and Profeasional Training
Shafgat Mahmood said the pro-
grameme, loc the first fime, had
focused upon undergradustes whao
would be immensely benefitted, He
said apart from this programma,
ahoui 170,000 youths were gatting
high-end skl trainng 0 oferent
fields including software technology.
Tearning the infiative & game-chang-
ar for dasening undergraduates,
HEC Chairman Tarig Banun empha-
sisad
daprived
sedves of this opportunity

the pest

far  Fedaral

thal students from the
sreas must avail tham-

Inaugural session of Pak-UAE
bilateral political consultations

Islamshad: The Inaugural
session of he Pakisian-United
Arab Emnirates. bilateral politi-
cal consultabons (BPC) was
convened i Ismabad tosay

on the 2 March 2020,

Ambassador Khalifa
Shaheen Khalifa Almarar,
Assistant Forsign Minister for
International Cosperation and
Political Affairs, led the UAE
delegation.

FRead Mone: Saudi deputy
defence minister meets COAS
Bajwa al GHO

The Pakistan delegation
was  led by Additional
Secrelary (Middls  East),
Ministry of Foremn Affairs, Or
Khalid H, Mernon,

The Consuliations cantrad
on the entire specinem of bilal-
eral relations including paliti-

to-paaple ties.

The two sides reviewed the
pragress achieved so far in
implementing Prime Minister
Imran Khan's directive o

transform Pakistan-UAE reda-

tisns  intp & “Long-Term
Strategic Econamic
Pernership” end identified

steps lo rarslate this vision
into concrete achons.

Read More: Saudi Ceputy
Defence  Minister dalivers
‘impaortant message' to FM
Irriran,

Bath sides agreed that tha
BPC provided & useful mecha-
nism for & ragular, in-dapth
exchange of wviews on all
issues of common inlerest. To
further despen axisting friend-
ly ties, It was decided 1o
enhance the momentum of

cal,
sBCUY. consular and per.pls—

bitateral
lewed visits.

and high-

| and policies of di

The UAE side was briefed
an the on-going Ingdian atroci-
ties in Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir following
India's lllegal and unilalersl
actions of 5 August 2019

The treatment of minorites.
particularly the persecution of
Indian Muslima, was highlight-
ed, emanating fram the BJP's
extiemist Hindutva's mwm

8 suspected coronavirus
patients tested negative:
Sindh CM Murad Ali Shah

KARACHI. Sindh Chief
Minizter Murad Ali Shah on
Monday said efforts ere
undesway 1o purge ihe Sindh
province of the novel coron-
avinug, repared ARY News.

Chairing a fifth meating in
connection with measures to
countar the infection, he said
samples of eight people sus-

wres are ylelding positive
results.

Murad Ali Shah expressed
grabitude fo all the authorities
concemed over ftimaly afforts
to conlan te deadly disease

It is notewarthy that so far
four confirned cases of the
corgnavirus have emarged in
the: country with two of them

Read Maore: UAE
announces $200 milion finan-
cisl mid to PM's youth
programmeiews were siso
aechanged on regonal deveal-
opments, including the Afghan
peace process and peace and
stability in the GulfiMiddle
Easl  Assistant  Forelgn
Ministar. Ambassador Khalifa
Shaheen Khalifa Almarar, also
pad a Khakfa Amarar, also
paid 3 Kheifa Almarar, also
paid @ Khaifa Almarar, also
paid a courtesy call on Foreign
Secratary Mr Soheil
Mahmuoaod,

Pakistan and UAE have
long-slanding fraternal tiea,
anchered on mutual goodwill
and close cooperation. The
BPC with UAE was another
step io rainforce the growing
bilateral cooperation in diverse
Fialds.

Pakistan played vital role in Afghan
peace deal: Fazlur Rehman

PESHAWAR.
Ulema-e-lslam-Fazl
chiel

Jamiat
(JUIF)
Fazlur Rehman on

mwiul Agharestan s bane-
| for the endire region.
“JUI-F wass asked time and

Monday lauded the contnbu-
tions of i i n

Addressing &
Conference’ in  Peshawar,

Fazlur Rehman said that a

Tribal

a?aln b0 play rok in resolution

government over inflation and
other issues.

Read More: ‘Pakistan
playad decisive role in reskza-
tion of Afghen peace deal’

Earfer on February 29,
Foreign  Minigter  Shah
Mahmood Quresh| had refer-
ated that Pakistan will contin-
ue supporting 2 “stable, ursted
and damocratic Afghanistan.”

‘Peace and siebility in
South Asia is crilical and
Pakistan will keap leeding and
sugtaiing efforts for peace
and stabifty.” he had said in a
series of fwests shorly al
the LIS and u-eNghm Taliban
signad a histaric peace deslin

of Afghan conflict but we Doha

replied that anly states could
play role in such issues” he
Bdded.

On the occasion, the JULF
leader crilicized the mcumbent

‘Tuday is historic in the
advancement of e ulbmate
aim for peace & econciliation
im Afghenistan,” he had main-
L.

pected to be camying the
virus wena sant to Mational
Institute of Health far testing
which came back negative.
The chief minister was
Informed that so fer 2,301
people have retumed from
Iran.Read Maore: Fears of
coronavirus  outbeeak  in
schools still persist: Sased
GhaniHe was further briefed
that the gavernment's meas-

1
reponied from Sindh
Read Mare: Coronavirus
Schaols registration auspang-
wd over violating closure
ordersEarlier, on Feb 29,
Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister of Pakistan on
Heaith, Dr Zafar Miza had
reporied two more positve
cases of coranavins in the
country, taking the tally af
those diagnosad

Karachi projects
inaugurated on March 7

ISLAMABAD: Prima
Minizter Imran Khan will visit
Karachi on March 7 1o nau-
gurate five federal funded
projects in Kerachi, ARY
MEWS reporied.

Governor  Sindh  Ismail
while confirming the visit, saki
in a message on his Twitter
sccount that be inviled the
prime minister to naugurate
Ihe projects and the premier
accepled his Invitation and
would visit the city on March
o

ording 1o sources, fhe
[prime minister would inaugu-
rate fve federal projects in
the city including the three fiy-
over projects  at KDA
Chowrangl,  Five  Star
Chawrangl and Sakhi Hasan
raundabeut.

“The premier will also
inaugurate roads propcls at

Mishter Rioad and Maghapir
Road phase-| peoject,” they
said adding that Imran Khan
would also head 8 mesting of
coaifion partners in the city
during his visit,

It is pedinent o mention
here thet on Sunday Federsl
Fianning Minister Asad Umar
anrnounced  that  Prime

Minister Imran Khan will visit
Karachi to insugurate flycver
projects constructed  in
Karachi

NAB files case over misuse of

ISLAMABAD Tha
Naticnal Accountability
Bureau {NAB) filed In an
accountability  court  on
Monday a fresh reference
against fommer president Asif
Ak Zardari and exprime min-
Isters Mawaz Sharif and
Yousul Raza Gilani for
allegedty misusing oficial
pifts given fo them by foreign
states.

Twe main accused in the
fake bank asccounts case
Khawajs Anver Majid and his
son  Khawsja AbdulGhani
Majid wera aiso nominated in
the referance for money laun-
dering and helping Mr Zardari
in obisming kewury wehicles
from Tosha Khana [a depart-
ment which keeps gifis given
to Pakistan’s heats of state
and prime ministars by othar
statas].According bo rules, the
prasidents and prime minis-
tars_have to deposit thess
glﬂs in Tosha Khana,

However, the rulers had
reporfedly  misused  their
autharity and illegally kapt the
giftss for thair own or their fam-
iy's use during eir tems n
power or af lar degarture from
their offices. As pee the rules,
in case they want to retain
such s they have to pay a
cangessional amount ko the
niafional mxcheguer,

Accoming 1o a NAS docu-
ment, the Sugrerne Cour had
direcied 1he antigralt watch-
dog that if it considerad expe-
dient and appropriste to con-
duct fsther probe, inguiry or
imvestigation info the mattars
in the wake of & repart by a
jomt investgation team {JIT)
on the ‘fake bank accounts
scam’ {o determine the facts,
it shall be free to do so &t
|slamabad. Accordingly, the
MAB Rawalpindi directar gen-
eral authorised an inguiry
egainst the holders of public
ofhce, legal persons and ath-
ars for allega dly taking vehi-
dles from "Tosha Khana' and
paying import duty'taxes from
fake bank accouts.

The NAB document stated
that the evidance collacted
during the coursa of inguiry
and investigation estab-lished
that Mr Gitani had, in crder to
extend legal benefit to Asif
Zardadi and Mawaz Sharif,

foreign gifts

hagally allowed the retartion
of vehicles gied to them by
diflerent fareign slates and
digritanies, which at that trne
belonged o Ceniral Paol of
Cars of Ihe Cabinel Dhisin,
by relaxing the procedure of
Tosha khana. and hoth the
former  prime  ministers,
thraugh dishonest and Begal
means for thesr personal ben-
efit and inlerest, retained

these vehicles against a nom-
inal payiment of 15pe af the
total value of vehicles,

Mr Zardar hed slegedly
mede payments end duties of
these vehiclas through Omini
Group chief Khawaja Anver

=

Mejid and Khawaja Abdul
Ghani Majid for which he had
na plausible justification. NAB
said it was estabiished during
the course of investigation
that these amouns were fram
ilegitimately laundared pro-
ceads for the benafit of Mr
Zardan According 1o the NAB
document, Mr Giani, being
the prime rinistar and minig-
ter-n-charge of the Cabinet
Division from 2008 fo 2012,
had in exercise of his official
funclions and n connivance
with co-accused Asif Zardas
and Nawaz Shasif, dishonest-
by and Wlegally refxed the
peocedure for the acceplance
and disposal of gifts which
expressly stipulated that vehs
cles shall not be allowed to be
purchasad by the recipents
and be given to the Cenral
Pool of Cars.

It said Mr Zerdari, being
the president, had eccepied
and received the ammored
vehicles as gift= from the
United Arab Emirates [BMW
750 Li model 2005, Lewus
Jeep model 2007] and from
Libya [BMW T80 Ui model
A00B] in Sept-Oct 2008 Bul
instead of reporting  @nd

daposiling the gifted vehicls
in Tosha Khana, he converisd
Ibm B0 hils own use, entrust-
&d 1o him of under hig control
till the time he showed his
desire 1o retain  the
vehickes The document sald
Newez Sharif heid the office
of the prime minister from
1997 to 1999 end did not hold
any putkic office in 2008,
However, from Apni to
Decerber 2008, he had,
without giving any application
of request, in connivance with
Mr Géanl, dishonesily and
lhegaly obteined relsxation,
for his benefits, of procedure
for the acceptance and dis-

posal of gifts.
It was established during
the course of mvestigation
established that Anver Maid,
having control of and by oper-
aling accounts of Mis Ansan
Sugar Mils Lid, had frans-
ferred RsB.2 million from
bank account No.3172-2
maintained with NBP Avan
Towat beanch, Karachi, vide
cheque dated 23-04-2000 to
the account [Mo.0DZ3-
O11005761007] of Mr Zardan
maintamed with Sik Bank,
Karachi Mr Majid also made
another paymant of Rs11.1m
from accountMo. 4108080922
maintained  with  NBEP
Shaheed--Milat  branch,
Karachl, branch, Karachite
the goverment freasury on
behalf of Mr Zardari. The
Bocused persons, according
to the document, s part of
their overall illicit schems
(mutual ilick interests), mads
paymeants, totafling
Re20.317m for the undue
banefit o Mr Zardan, thus
assisted and acted in con-
rivance with him in ablaiming
pecuniary advantages! prop-
ety thiough cormpt andior
dehanest means.
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DOnce, it was well said by Mr. struction and Is the cause (vi} Policies of the n- etables and lenfils have of the country have become workshops and presenta-
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Ban  Ki-moon,
Secretary General of United
ations that "Our world is
ane of the terrible contradic-
fions. Plenty of food, but one
billion E{aopla go hunFry
Lavish Gfesiyles for a few,
but poverty for too many
others, Huge advances in
medicine mathers die
day in childbirth, and
children die every day from
drinking dirty water. Billions
spent on weapons to kil
‘)anpie instead of keepc:g
hem safe.” Mr. Moon h;
observed, in the past
2 24-hour fast in nt;r
with a lxlhm-!llungn;d peopie
n

The need of eco-
friendly step

Afer the successful tree plantation campaign which
increased forest cover in Khyber Pakhfunkhwa, this
anotber important initiative taken by the PT] government
to protect envirsnmant from plastic bags that are graatly

harming our

and natural

including

true
“Words' and *Acts” reveal

the intertions and intemal

feelln
%alk about “"Hunger” i high food prices,
an

Pal: tan, “true

former of

22 per cent of Hs&puhﬁun

evits. Pakistan has ment,

and last but ?lo! the
least {vii) Mon-sympathetic
can

percent of the population is
shll facing food insecu
This is due primarily to I|m
ed economic access by
poaresl and mo@! vulnerabte

~toan

equate and dmerse diet.
According lo the Global
Food Security Index 2018,
eut of 113 countries,
Pakistan ranks at 78t with 1
& score of 478 whereas on
the 2017 IFPRI Global
Hunger Index, cou:
ranked al 106 mng 1
countries, with a score of
326 An average Pakistani
household spends 50.8 per-
cent of mom‘l;gt income on
food, and shocks, |ndudlng
oding,

and “sincere feelings’ both
seem “missing” somewhere
at the regna aniruas end
of the cnun:ll citi-
zens of a thi rid Duunlry

d
displacement in the north-
west since 2008 exacerbate
the situation.

i) Lack of education (i)
arruption (i) Large scale

be consid-
ered as prime reasons for
making Pakistan "food inse-
cure”. Wastage i

also one of the major rea-
song of hunger in our coun-
fry. According to an estima-
tion, almos! 40 percent of
food is wasted in Pakistan.
On one sida, people are
cly«ng due fo hungam and on
he other, there is an abun-
danue of food that goes to
waste. Food shortage and
hunger is a gnim reaity
our country, According fo the
Pakistan Bureau of

Statistics, the mflation indi- of

cator surged to 38% in
September 2017 as agalnst
3.4% a month earfier, meas-
ured by the Consumer Price
index {CPI). The impaci of
this on the food and bever-
ages category le devastat-

ing for the common man as tions

the price of monthly gro-
ceries soars. Even’ items

become expensive while
meat and fish are almost
unaffordable.

Gender of the country, Af
the highest level, women
and children are bei
timized. The katest national
nutrition survey found that
15percent of children under
5 suffer from acute malnutr-
tion, the second highest rate
in the region. Closa to 44
percent of chidren in the

same age group are stunt- e

ed, 32 pc are underweight 4
and lha majority of children
u consume less than
hall o! their dally energy
requirements, witht low level
vitamins and minerals
There is an utmost need to
take effective measures to
ensure nutrition security, \We
have fo raise swareness
about batanced diet.
habits and_healthy living
Some charltahie arganiza-

? [)'lng excellent
role m fulfilling the food
needs.  Their free food

vic- stg

food ferent

a lifeline for hundreds of
people.  Such steps are
mandatory for rest of the
hungry humans oo, in the
absence of compn sive
and policies taken hy
the government. Hul

can be eliminated in our

fimes, this requires compre-
hensive efforts 1o ensure
that every man, woman and

child  en| Right te
Adequate Food; women are
wered; priorty Is given

mily farming and food
sysiems everywhera ara
sustainable and resifient.
There is &n utmost need to
take effective measures to
ensure nutrifion security. We
have to raise awareness
about balanced diet. food pr
habits and healthy Il\nnﬁ
Across the globe, many d
are organized
fo raise awareness of prob-
feme in food supply ana dis-
tribution and to raise money
for cultivation of food plants  cut
and the distribution of food

tions of namwlar issues like
food production, distribution
and security. Thare should
alsg be micro-projects fo
help small-scale farmers af
the grassroots level The
Eg:pds aim to help farmers

mere productive and
improve both local commu-
nies’ access to food and
farmers’ cash  income.
Some charitable organiza-
tign are plarmg excellent

i

role in fulfiling the food
needs. Their frae food
“Dastarkhwan”  services

available around the cities
of the country have
a lifeline for hundreds of
ople. At a fime when
akuslan is facing countless
roblems, there are people
who are stlenuy \uorkung far
he betterment

erland. These de\mlEd

Pakistanis are working

towards accomplishment of

lhalrmpoal fo bring Pakistan
adows.

Cuurtesy PO

sireams, rivers, seas and fertile agriculiure land. These
bags fake much longer 1o degrade han paper bags.

Under best

high-density poly bags

will take more than 20 years to degrade and ihis is the
reason that several countries across the waorld including
those in Africa have completely banned plastic bags. In
our couniry aleo, ban was imposed on these bags in dif-
ferent provinces in the past yel this was never imple-
mented in latter and in spit due to by concerned dapart-
ments and the result is that these bags are still being
used by our people to carry and store essential com-
modities. According to studies storing food in plastic bags
is also dangerous for health as plastics are not natural

and their

process involves a

cxxklall of harmful chamicals that seep into the stored
food and i haza

it Despite

of these bags, the fact of matter is that we still use around
55 billion plastic shopping bags each year with 15 per
cenl increage per annum, IN yet another environment IN

by

yet another environment that should be

Rehan Pasha

INDHA is the birthplace of a
number of major global reli-
jons such as Hinduism,

uddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, sa

etc. Unlike Abrahamic
monatheistic redigions,
name! udasm,
Christianity and Isiam, most

of the Indian religions are
i ic. Thi

other provinces as well, Khyber Pakhtunkhws govemn-
ment fas banned the use of plestic bags in the entire

province with directions issued to district

Jewish law categaorically
wame the Jews 1o relram

Challenge of region

believers who befieve in cer-
tain fundamental doctrines
know the true pathway to
salvation. However, the Age
of Enlightenment in Emaf
rved to transform public
atfitudes towards religion
after the French Revolution
(civil and poliical rights,
freedom of thoughts, sepa-
ration of Church and State,
c.), which paved the way
far religious pluralism.
The acceptability of religious

to take strict action and impose heavy fines on those pro-

ducing or  selling

these

non-biodegradable

bags.According to Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency's over 760,000 people were dependent on this
industry directty or ndirectly. Therefare, apart from taking
punitive action agains! producers and sellers of thase
bags, the KP government also needs to take steps that
ensure availabilty of Paper or biodegradable bags in our
markets and shops. Those producing plastic bags should
be provided resources to tum thelr businesses o manu-
Facturing biodegradable bags.

Henlew Bible the scwerebgn
g of Yahweh as the only

od is the key pillar of &
chosen community of lsrasl,
Some Christians have
argued that religious plural-
Ism is an invalid or self-con-
tradictory concept. Other
Christians have held that
there can be truth In other
faiths  and  traditions.
Protestants hold that only

pi within  Muslims
remains a topic of
because in the Holy Quran
and Hadiths, Muslims have
been given wi g
lines regarding their interac-
tion and deaghyg with the
non-Muslims according to
the ground and temporal
realibes. In several Surahs,
Quran asks Muslims not to
Id to the vain desires of
unbelievers, while some

other Quranic verses have
been interpreted to imply

muraﬁsm. Islam  allows
uslim men to mary Jew or
Christian  women  which

implies that co-existence of
the foliowers of different
faiths under ane roof is not
an issug in Islam, The
Muslim Sufi saints {w?ushcg]
such as Rumi, Ghazal

devoted their fves to spmad
Ihe message of peace, tal-
erance, pluralism and Jove
for all views of Sufis
have Inspired a large num-
ber of scholars belonging 1o
ather aehgions Rumi served
as a uniting %we for pecple
ofdtﬂererlt faiths and his fol-
lowers include  Muslims,
Christians and Jews. Even
today, Rumi's popularity and
his message of peace and
harman:

Hinduism is considered nat-
urally pluralistic. A well-
known Vedic hymn says:
“Truth |s one, though the
sages know |t varlously”,
The Hindu religion has no
theologlcal difficulties  In
accepting degrees of truth in
other ral |Dns It empha-
sizes that everyone wor-
ships the same God,
whether one knows it or not.
The earliest reference to
Buddhist views on religious
uralism ie found in the
dicls of Emperor Ashoka:
“All refiglons should reside
everywhere, for them
desire self-controd and purity
of heat”. The principle of
refative plurafism is one of
the basic principles of
Jainism. In this view, tha
truth or Hna reality is per-
from differ-

¥ rell-
jious and  geagraphical
ndenes,

t5 of view, and no

single point of view is the

complete truth. Sikh Gurus
(refigious lnaders) propagat-
ed the message of “many
paths' leading to the one
God and ulimate salvation
for all snuls who tread on
the path o

and culturzlly pluralist to
exclusivist, paved the way
for the partition of India.
Gino Battaglia, a UK-based
researcher, in an arlicle

titled; ‘Nau Hindu

smm are told ‘to accept all
leading faiths as possible
means of atiaining spiritual
el banmant pravided the
faithful study, ponder and
plactlse tne leachmgs of
their praphets and leaders.
Majoritarianism is a polifical
philosophy that assens that
a majority (categorized
refigion or some ather hasis
of the poputation is entitle
to primacy in society, and
has the night to make deci-
sions that affect the society,
The rise of Hindu
Majoritarianism during the
first quarter of 20th century,
besides Iranuunnin? Indian
society from a religiously

Hle Secular and Pluralistic
Indian State”, has pointed
out that while reamlngtolhe
rise of Hindu
Majoritarianism. leftist lead-
ers of Al India Congress,
like Mehru, “thought that
modarnity would overcome
Majoritarianism,
which is a remnant of the
past. They were confident
that & political culture based
on pluraism and tolesance
would become the founda-
tions of the new society.
This is exaclly what Hindu
Iaj ianists object to ie.
building the natienal identity
without Hinduism.
Courtesy: PO

Ayyan Ali’ s flat in Karachi to
be auctioned on court’s order

Karachl: A special cus-
toms court on  Tussday
direcied to confiscate a fat
owned by Model Ayyan Al in
Karachi while ordering fo put
it o auction.

the property of the accused
In currency smuggling case,

The prosecutor of cus-
toms saxt thie maney which
will be recovered after sell
ing tha flat will go into the

As per 3 repart, submitted
in  customs  court  of
Rawzlpindi by district and
session judge of Karachi
Sauth, Flat na. 804 of Ayyan
Ali was seized and Judge
Arshad  Hussain  Bhaite
reteased the order to auction

national kitly

During earber hearings, a
special  customs  court
Rawalpindi has declared
model Ay;an Ali a pro-
claimed offender over her
continued absence from pro-
ceedings in & currency

smuggling case.

Judge Arshad Hussain
Bhutia had issued perpetual
arrest warrants for her, He
observed that the accused
wee repestedly summoned
but she failed to tum up in
the courl, Her bailable and
non-baable ares! warranls
were aiso issued but to no
avail.

he added in March 2015
authonties, acting an a tip-
off, arrested har al the VIP
lounge of Benazir Bhutlo
International  Airport
Islamabed on maoney |aun-
dering charges before she
<:ouh1g poard a flight to
Dubal It s pertinent to men-
fion here that under Pakistan
laws, a citizen is barred to
carry over $10.000 on a
flight. However, the authari-
fies had
fucked in her luggage. She
was released an bail in July

2015 and her lawyer claimed ||
she had no intention to take | [3

money oulskde Pakistan

found 8505800 (IS

Key eyewuness

identifies MQM

worker in Baldia
factory case

KARACHL Muttshide
Qaumi  Movement (MOM)
workes Zubair Charya was
present al Baldia factory
when il was baing sat on fira,
a key evewilness in the infer-
no case testified before an
anli-terrorism  court  on
Tuesday, News media report-
Bd. The eyewitness, who had
pone info hiding fearing for
life. appeared in the ATC and
recorded his statemant

He picked out Zubair as
one of the accused persons,
who were present inside the
factory at the time when it

Jamshed Quarters fire deaths:
Husband kills wife and kids

KARACHI: The fire inc-
dent that claimad the lives of
twa chidren and their math-
ar i Jamshed Quarters of
the city, was a planned mur-

dar, the police said.

Aecording  bo Mews
reparts, palice officials have
cleimed that the March 22
Incident at @ house in Bijl
Magar, was an grson atiack

committed by the head of

family Junaid to marry with a  da

weman in Malsysia
According  to earlier
report the fire in the house

broke out due to electricity
short ciecuil
The victims were identi-

fiad as 35-year-ald
Shumaila, wife of Junaid,
her 1-year-old  son,

Sufiyan, and five-year-ofd
hter, Hunaiza.
he police has arrested
accused Junald who was
staying In Malaysia for job
retuned Pakistan on
March 16.The accused had
secrelfy retum to Pakistan
and contacted with his wife
on March 22 night, accord-
ing to the pabce. He asked
his wife Shumaila to keep
his return secret and prom-
ised her that he will teke her
and children to Melaysia
withoul anyone come to
know about it, police said,
According 1t police,
Junald entered in house
from the back entrance. He
entered the room where his
wife was sleeping with chil-
dran, sprinkled pefral in the
room, sparked fire and fled
from the scene, police off-
clals said

was bemng pul en fire.

He said the accused took
plasbc  bags containing
samething oul of his pockets
and lossed them aver
clathes preseat in the indus-
trial unit's godown He said
Zubalr Charya was smiling
as the people were buming
in the fire.

Curing  cross-examina-
tion, the witness toid the
court that he had gone to
Punjab 85 he feared fer life,

The haaring was
adjgurned till Aprl 3

At least 285 workers were
killed and many others were
Injured afler a fire broke out
at the faclory, dubbed the
Baldia fac!ury for its Iocation
in Baldia Town, on

Septamber 11, 2012,
Accused Abdul Rehman
alias Bhola, a former sector-
In-charge of the Mutlahida
Qauvmi Movement [MQM),
had earher confessed 1o the
crime bafore investipators.
In his confessional state-
menl, Bhola stated that he
with Zubair, alias Charya, st
the factory ablaze on the
instructions of then chisf of
the MOM organizing commit-
tee Hammad Siddiqui after
the factory owners declined

to pay prolection money.
The ti

. gt
PM urged to take notice of
water shortage in Badin

Karachl. Pecple of Badn
district on  Tuesday urged
Frime Minister Imran Khan to
take notice of acute water
sﬂanaga n the amea, ARY

ews reponed.

As per details, Matli, Tanda
Bago, Talhar and ather areas
of the district are facing
severe waler shorage fram
lst six manth,

“We are deprived of
potable drinking and irrigation
water, the citizens com-
plalr\ed In order to divert

sttention of the Sindh govem- |

ment to this Important issue,
the ciizens have protested,

obsered sit-ing and shutter [

down sinkes, but the proven-
cial govarnment had tumed a
blind eye to the pecple who
were forced to drink higgg

operation hed been resumed

in different perts of the
melropolis on March 19 after
gelting go-zhead by the
Supreme  Court (SC} on
February 28, directing all rel-
evant autharites o cooper-
ate and continue t

water and
farmers' pllgnt despite thair
cantinuo 'olests.

The le of aforesaid
arens are  compelled o
migrate from thesr ancestral
homes “The water supply has
been suspended over political
differences’ residents
alleged.. Ap&:lmg the pre
migr, the
demanded him miake |mme—
diale noticz of the mater as

e matler can tum inte a
huge human tragedy.
irrigaticn officials ane
allegedly mvolved in- stealing
water whereas over 3 million
population fving in tail-end
and coastal areas was suffer-
g, In order to divert atlention

The people of aloresaid
areas are compelled. lo
migrate from their ancestral
homes.

“Tha water supply has
been suspended over poliical
differances’, residenis
alleged Amalmg the pre-

of the Sindh government to
this mportant issve, the ci-

PNt have protested,
obaerved sit-ing and shutter
down gtikes, bul the provin-
cal government had wmed a
blind eye to the people who
wara farced to drink highly
comaminated water and the
farmers’ plight despite their
continuous profests.

miss, the affecied people have
demanded him fo take imme-
diate natice of the mater as
the matter can tum inte &
hug;a Puran raged ?':

he irrigation officials are
allegedly mvohed in stealing
waler whereas over 3 million
population kving in taikend
and coastal areas was suffer-

Ilegal conetructions  and
grabbed land. It is pertinent to
mention  here  that  the
Karachi [

Khurram Sher Zaman criticises
over law & order situation

KARACHE Reacling over
an attack on Federal Minister
for  Narcotice  Control  All
Muhammad Mahas, Pakistan
Tehrek-e-lnsal (PT) Karachi
Division President Khurram
Sher Zeman on Tuesdey said
its Sirh govarnment respon-
sihility to prclvida security ta

Authority (KDA) had handed
over control of Hill Park to
Karachi Metrapolitan
Corporation (KMC) in 1872,

The plots on the welfare
land had been illegally dis-
tributed by  Pakistan
Employeas Cooperative
Housing Society (PECHS),
the notice stated

the elected

Speaking |ourrha1i's|s
aftar | mqmnl"? aboul health of
Mahar in Karachi, the FT|

leader sald law and ordar situ-
ation is warsening with eva
passing day in Sindh and the
urged the provincial govern-
ment b take stict measunes.
‘PPP  government s
answerable over the law and

order  situalion  in the
rovinge”,  Khurram  Sher
aman said

He said around six to
saven pecple barged inta the

house  of AN Muhammad
Mahar and injured him
On the olher hand, MPA,

Muhammad Shahasyar Khan
Mahar, confirmed that the inc-
dent s@amad to be an attempt-
ed robbeny *Mr Mahar had
suslained non-serious wounds
in resistance during the rob-
bery” he said.

Former chief minister of
Sindh Ali Muhammad Mahar
was wounded by su:
robbers, who stermed  his
house in the Defance Housing
Authority  (OHA) e on
Monday, According 1o Dollce
six amned men forced
way into the hunse af If|e {Dt—
mer chief minister and injured
him with the butt of a gun
wmnm:rieem stop them. As
a resul
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International Monetary Fund’s
tough conditions will increase

KARACHI:  Under the
International  Monstary
Fund's (IMF) fough condi-
tians, the gowernment is set
1o introduce another struc-
tural reform socn that will
allow the central bank to
stop printing money for
basd and

inflation

To recall, the govemment
has aready stopped bor-
rowing from the central
bank since July 2018 under
the ongoing IMF loan pro-
gramme worth $6 billion
signed in May 2019 The
federal and provincial gov-
have been mak-

will help control inflation in
the country. The ceniral
bank used to print monay to
finance the deficit in budg-
etary spending by the gov-
emment.  This type of
money  printing was a
cause for inflation in the
country The govemment is
going o amend a relevant
“SBP Acl o legally pra-
went this type of money
printing, This will be anotn-
e institutional reform which
will help to control the infla-
tion,” said State Bank of
Pakistan (SBF) Governar
Feza agir.

Bagir expressed these
views while speaking to
members of the Natonal
Executive Committes of the
Englich Speaking Unicn of
Pakistan on Monday.

The central bank would
s00N propose an amend-
ment to its relevant law to
parliament  through  the
Ministry of Law, 0 was
leamt. Earlier, the govem-
ment agreed with the IMF
on making such an amend-
ment b make the central
bank & more autonomous
financial institution,

ing such bomowing from
commercial banks since
July last year.

Pakistan  Bureau  of
Statistics (PES) reported
that inflation  increased
12.4% in February com-
pared 10 a nine-year high of
14.6% in January. \With this,
the average rate of inflation
stood at 11.7% for the first
eight months of current fis-
cal year compared fo
58F's projection of 11-12%
for the full year Reforms
deliverThe central bank
has remained confident
that the economec reforms
introduced under the cur-
rent IMF

fiscal year fo around $12.5
bdllion, he painted out. "The
SBP Is very confident the
reforms will continue to
deliver. We are confident
nflation will drop furthes”
he sald Negathe ratum
Speaking in support of the
ceniral bank's move to
raisethe benchmark inter-
st rate to 3 nine-year high
at 13.25% in July 2018, the
SBP govemnor said the
rate-hike has helped fame
the inflation,
Simultanecusly, the high-
interest rate has helped a
large number of people.
especially the retired ones,
to realise a higher profit
from the invesiment made
in the Mational Savings
Schemes (NS5, he said.
For many people, the
return on investment from
NS5 is the only source of
mcome. However, the rate
of retum {ie 11%) on such

Doctors, surgeons
found involved in tax
evasion by FBR

KARACHI: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FER}
has issued nolices (o the
renowned hospitals of
Karachi, the metropolis of
Pakistan to disclosed
income details of physi-

period, according to sta-
tisticsshared by the
Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR).

As per the FBR's stats,
the total number of peo-
ple whao filed their tax

-

cians and surgeons,
News media reporied on
A large number of doc-
tors and surgecns found
mvolved in tax evasion
despite having registersd
with  Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
{PMDC), revealed in the
FBR d L

will
continue to deliver, Bagir
stated Earlier, the central
bank had introduced a mar-
ket-based  rupea-dollar
exchange rale in May 2019
and increased the bench-
mark interast rate under the
reforms drive. “The new
exchange rale mechanism
has helped strengthen the
rupee” he said
The measures have helped
o increase the couniry's
foreign  CSTENCY TEESTVes
by $5.5 billion in the curment

J neg-
ative when compared with
the pravaiing average rate
of inflation at 11.7%, he
moted. The high interest rate
has also not stopped
exporters from making new
investiment and imporiing
raw material. The central
bank offers  subsidised
financing at the rate of 3%
for the Impart of raw maten-

The revenue authorit
sent nolices to the
major  hospitals  of
Karachi in order to seek
income details of doctors
and surgeons along with

helr compulerised
nalional  identity card
{CNIC) numbers and
names.

Earlier in the day, it
gfmerged that the number
n

Pakistan’s trade deficit con-
tracts 27% to $15.7b

ISLAMABAD Pakistan
booked a trade deficit of
$15.7 billion in first eight
months of current fiscal
year, down 27% due fo
suppression of imports,
amid rekindled hopes for
the revival of exports that
bounced back after con-
tracting for three months in
a row.

In  February,  expor
recelpts  showed  an
increase of 13.68% and
amaunted to $2.13 billion,

returns rose by 700,000
to a total of 2.154 million,

Of these. some 700,000
are salaried people.

The FER further said pro-
posals fo impose fixed
taxes were being mulled
te bring the small and big
business owners into the
tax nat

Hailing the rise in num-
bers of people filing tax
returns,  Minister  for
Science and Technology
Fawad Chaudhry tweated
on Sunday that so far 2.1
milion pecple had filed
their tax returns, which
was tha highest in the
FER's history.

“FBR has projected a tar-
gel 1o enhance these

al by the exp and
offers long-term  project
financing at 5% to fextie
exportars.

Alhamra Theatre Festival kicks
off with a play about Partition

Karachi: The week-long
Alhamra Theater Festival
kicked off at_the Alhamra
Art Center, The Mall on
Tuesday with the inaugural
play Permasher Singh by

Maas Foundation.

Despite heavy rain a good
number of thealer fanciers
came to attend the 21st
fastival organised by the
Lahore Arts Council. The
festival will festure six
plays by different theater

groups.
Maas Foundation present-
ed ils evergreen produc-

other central characier, a
Sikh man called
Permasher Singh,

pay i 1
has increased by
TOO,000 over a year's

returns o 4 mil-
lion for the tax year
2019," he wrote.

FBR collects Rs2.72tr
in taxes, misses tar-
get

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has isi Il

ton F Singh, a
play adapted from shon
story of kegendary Ahmad

Madeem Qasmi, and got 8

4

good response from

audience, The play & about
a vyoung Muslim baoy,
Akhtar, who gets separat-
ed from his mather during
the partition. The boy is
soon found by the story's

F to
save the boy from an
unruly mob, eventually
adopling him against the
Initial reluctance of his
wife. Forced to make the
boy adogt the ways of the
Sikh community 10 survive,
Permashars character is
in contrast to the people
around him. He encour-
ages Akhtar to recte his
lines from the Quran, fights
to protect Akhtar's identity
as a Muslim and goes all
lengths to take the bey
back to his mother, regard-
less of how close he is o
the boy. The story ends on
a sad note, wih
Permashar's efforts geing
waste, and the innocent
cries of @ young boy ring-
ing out loud in the face of
unsympathetic coldness.

Pakistani documentary ‘Armed
with Faith’ nominated for an
Emmy Award

A Pakistanl documentary
has made it to the Emmys.
Armed with Faith tells the
tells the story of the lives of
the brave Pakistani men of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Bomb Defusal Squad.

“We are going to the
Emmys! Yay!" co-producer
Haya Fatima shared on
Facehook. *Our documen-
tary film Armed \With Faith
tefls the story of the lves
led by the brave Pakistani

men of the Khyber
Pakhiunkhwa Bomb
Defusal Squad.”

Directed by Asad Farugi
and Geeta Gandbhir, the
documentary  has  been
rominated in Outstanding
Politics and Government
Documentary  category.
“Asad has shol this film in
a way that lends a lot of
resped to the people in the
film." Fatima added. "This

once again with tha kind
people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the
amazing grace they con-
tinue to poseess in the
face of adversity and injus-
tice,” concluded Fatima,

Armed with Faith wae co-
produced by two time
Qscar winner

led
by the brave Pakistani

men of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Bomb
Defusal Squad.”

Armed with Faih was co-
produced by two time
Oscar winner Sharmeen
Obald Chinoy alongside
Fafirna. A Pakistani docu-
mentary has made it o the
Emmys. Armed with Faith
telis the tells the story of
the lives of the brave

Pakistani of the brave
Pakistani men of fhe
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Bomb Defusal Squad,

‘We are gaing to the
Emmys! Yay!" co-producer
Haya Fatima shared on
Facabook “Our documen-
tary film Armed With Faith
telis the story of the lves
led by the brave Pakistani

men  of the  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Bomb
Defusal Sguad.”

Directed by Asad Farugi
and Gesta Gandbhir, the

Rs2.72 wilion in taxes,
missing ils sight-month
target by a record margin
amid failure to increase
the number of income fax
raturn filers  that has
dropped by nearfy 13% to
onty 2.45 million,

From  July  through
February of the current
fiscal year 2019-20, the
FBR collected Rs2.72 tril-
Blon n taxes, according to
provisional figures. The
collection fell short by &

record Rs420 bilion when
compared with the original
target of Rs5.555 trilen,
The Rs2.72-trillion rev-
enue collection was high-
er by 16.5% or Rs385 bil-
ion as compared fo the
same period of the previ-
ous fiscal year.

However, the growlh rate
was less than hall the
neaded rate of 38%,
which the FBR was
required to achieve to hit
the Rs5 S-trillion annual
target. Last year, the gov-
ernment had collected
Rs2.332 wlllion in the
same pericd,

The eight-month revenue
target of Ra3 207 frilion
was against the annual
target of Rs5.5 trillion,
which the IMF has agreed
o revise downwards to
Ra5.238 tnlllon. However,
the federal cabinet has not
yel revised the budget
estimate for the fiscal year
2018-20.PM wrges FBR to
restore axpayers trust
The Ministry of Finance is

y has been

Obaid Chinoy alongside
Falima. A Pakistani decu-
mentary has made it to the
Emmys. Armed with Faith
tedls the tells the story of
the lives of the brave

Pakistani of the brave
Pakistani men of the
Khyker Pakhtunkhwa

Bomb Defusal Squad.

‘W are going to the
Emmys! Yayl" co-producer
Haya Fatima shared on
Facebook. "Dur documen-
tary film Armed With Faith
tells the story of the lives

in O

Palitics and Govemmant
Documentary calagory.
“Asad has shot this film in
a way that lends a lot of
respect Lo the people in the
film,” Fatima added. “This
film made me fall n love
once again with the kind
paople of Khybar
Pakhtunkhwa and  the
amazing grace they con-
tinue o possess in the
face of adversity and injus-
tice.” concluded Fatima.
Armed with Faith was co-

d to ofiicially seek
the cabinel's approval for
the revised revenue target
in the Budget Strategy
Paper 2020-21.

‘When compared with the
IMF's revised target, the
elght-manth collection fell
shor of the goal by Rs208
billion. Bul  ambiguity
ramains about what achsal
target the IMF has now
glven to the FBR after
both sides reached a stafi-

filing Income tax refwns
endad on Friday and till
the clesing time, the FBR
had received 2.45 million
tax returns for fax year

giving & reason for cele-
bration fo members of the
government's  economic
team, who immediately
started sending congratu-
latory tweets.

Export recaipts in
February hit the highest
lewvel in nine months, Last
tima in May 2018, the
exparts had risen to $2.1
bilion,  according  io
Fakistan  Bureau  of
Statisfics (PBS) figures.
Since then. expors have
fluctuated between $1.7
badlion and $2 billion, which
does not reflect the frue
patential. Historically,
exporis  have  stayed
around 52 biflion a month,
The Ministry of Commerce
taok to Twitter fo announce
the trade statistics, which
otherwise is the responsi-
bility of the PBS.

Total exports increased
36% to $15.6 bifion in Jul-
Feb of the curremt fiscal
yBar, announced
Commerce Secratary
Ahmad Nawaz Sukhera
through his Twittar handle.
in absolute  terms,
Fakistan managed to
increase exports by 5547
millian frem July through
February.

The curmlative increase in
exporls was appreciable
when compared with the
expart trend in Pakistan's
competing countries and

the global esconomic situa-
tion, stated the commerce
aecretary

Imports during the eighl-
manth  period  drepped
14.4% to 5313 billion,

annual target of $26.8 bi-
lion whike imports were
equal to 60% of the target
af $51.7 bilkon,

In the ongoing financial
year, due fo global slow-

the com-
merce secrefary.  In

according 1o

absolute terms, imports
contracted $5.3  billion,
which provided some refief
for the government

After the first review. the

down and other faclors
such as Brexit, expors of
India declined 1.9% and
Bangladesh’s exports fell
5.2% while Pakistan's
exporls Increased 3.6%,
said Aliya Hamza Malik,

etary  F cretary
Fund {IMF}) that  far i and
the trade defict of IndusiryShe said the tex-

Pakistan in the current fis-
cal year would narrow
down to $24.3 billion, also
slightly lowering s projec-

lile sactor was running on
full production capacity
and foed expors were also
riging significantly.

ftions due to
exporis. The IMF had earfi-
er predicied (hal exports
would grow to $25.8 billion
but in its latest report the
estimate  was  revised
down by nearly a billion
dolars 10 26.7 billien.

Overall, the trade deficit,
which stood at §21.5 billion
i the first elght manths of
previous  fiscal year,
shrank to 3157 billion in
the eame penod of current
fiscal year In absolute
lerms, there was a reduc-
tion of $5.8 bilkon in the
frade deficll and 91% of
the improvement came
from the import side.

Eight-month exports were
equal to 58.2% of the

have been providing sub-
sigised loans. gas and
electricity to the exporters
bult they have always
asked for mare.  The
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{FTl) government has
once again reached an
understanding with the
exporters, promising them
1o provide cheaper elec-

fricity and gas.
Ower a year ago, the PTI
governmant  had  also

given huge benalits 1o the
exporters and in retum
they promised lo revive
200 closed units. Bul no
one talked about the
revival of units after win-
ning concessions.

2019, according to FBR
officials. However, for tax
year 2018 over 2.8 millian
taxpayers had submitted
tha returns.

The number of income tax
retume has dropped by
nearly 368,000 or 13% as
compared to fhe last tax

year,
Under the Income Tax

Rules of 2002, the FBR
publishes the new Active

Taxpayers List on March 1

every year. The list is
expecied o be made pub-
lic on Monday aimed at
fulfilling the legal require-
ment.

The date of fling income
tax retums would not be
extended  further, Dr
Hamid Atig Sarwar, the
FBR spokesman, told The
Exprass Tribune.

The statutory date for fil-
ing income tax retums s
September 30 each year
but the FER has powers fo
extend the date.

The FBR has remained
without a permanent head
for the past one month
after  Shabbar  Zaidi
stopped atending the
office. The government
has given the charge of
looking after the FBR
affairs as chairperson lo
Mausheen Javed.
However, her status
remains unclear as nel-
ther the government has
decided 1o permanently
appaoint her nor has com-
municated her to continue
at least Gl June 30
Javed on Friday frans-
ferred Zubair Bilal, a
grade-20 officer, who was
serving as special assis-
tani fo the FBR chairman,
Bilal has again been sent
to Multan as director intel-
ligence and investigation
In Bilal's place, Javed has
brought in Zulfigar Ali
Memen, a grade-19 offi-
cer, as special assistant o

IMF gives deadline for track &
trace system

ISLAMABAD. The

the back of mounting debt

¥
Fund (IMF) has asked the
government to ensure that
the system to electronical-

whereas  the
Asian Development Bank
{ADB) has indicated that it
will prowide $10 billion

rowing of over £4 hilion
‘would be used fo build the
faraign currency reserves,
showed the repor. The
release of the IMF report

Iy maonitar the
and supply of cigarettes
and other products of
iobacco ks completely
operational by  March
2020. The lending agency
has alsc directed the rele-
vani departmenis that to
meet this deadine, the
bidding process should be
completed by September
2019 and successful big-
ding company should be
issued the lcense 1o
implement this Track &
Trace System, The IMF
has also asked the gov-
emment to withdraw the
legal provisions aimed at
fimiting the tax audit. The
International  Monetary
Fund {IMF} has sesessed
Pakistan's gross financing
requirement al 5255 b
lion in this fiscal year on

==

over a period of five years.
Apgainst the need for §25.5
billion in fiscal year 2048
20, the IMF year 2019-20,
the total inflows at nearly
$30 billion, according to a
staff-lavel report the global
lender  released on
Monday. Additionzl bor-

comtcided with the ADB's
announcament of $10 bil-
lian in indicative firandng
from 2020 to 2024. The
Manila-based lender will
give 52 billion per annum,
which wasreserves,
showed the repert,

PTI govt allows export of

onions stu

KARACHI: The govern-
ment has sllowed export
of 170 containers of onion
that ware stuck at port fol-
towing issuance of a notifi-
cation imposing ban on
export of the commadity,
The Economic
Coordination  Committes
(ECC) of the cabinet had
banned the exporl of
anian, fearing it would cre-
ale shortage of the com-
modity in the domestio
market and further inflate
ihe inflation reading.

The Minstry for National
Food  Security and
Reseasch also released a
notification, restricting the
export of enien till May 31,
2020.

“In compliance with the
directive received from the
collector, the loading of all
consignments declared to
contain “fresh onion” faliing
under PCT 0703.1000
filed in the \Web Based
One Customs (WeBOC)
on of before February 28,
2020 i allowed.” read a
notice issued by the office

;Tehutl*adsy toen was earlier sarving :sn:ﬁ: b & 4
£ export examination,
The last d date for issi

“The lpading of all con-

ck at port

or
declared to contain ‘fresh
oanlon’ falling under PCT
07031000 filed in WeBOC
on o after February 28,

2020 is not alliowed "

An earlier notification had
halled the export of even
hose containers thal had
reached the port befors
the government's decision

on  banning  expors
“These  consignments
could have caused a loss
of §1.5 milien had the
governmeant not allowed

their export,” said All
Pakistan Fruit and
Vegetable Exporters,

Importers and Merchants

{PFVA)
Patron-in-Chief Waheed
hirmed,

He stressed that export
permission for these con-

tainers was necessary
because faiure to do so
would have tamished the
image of Pakistan's
exporters besides inflicting
a hefty monetary loss.
"Had the containers not
been allowed to reach
thesr destinations on fime,
buyers would have avoid-
ed placing orders with
Pakistani exporters nest
time on doubls they may
not meet their commit-
menl,” he said,
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Rewiring food systems to enhance human
health and biosphere stewardship

ISLAMABAD, Upcoming visit of
Prirma Minister Imran Khan to China
will be highy important, as during his
stay there he will gat an oppar-
tunity to meet Prasident Ki
Jinping &nd attend the Znd Belt and
Road ?—'urum (BRF) in Beging.

This was stated by the Chinese
Ambassador to Pakisten Yag Jing
while giving & media’s briefing held
on Monday at the Chinese embassy
on the preparation of BRF that wes
also attended by the members of
Think-Tank and representatives of
Chiness companies.

During the briefing, he also
answered questions redating 1o coop-
erative partnership, Chna's financing
for CPEC, peace and stability In the
region, third-pary participation and
China's related projects in Gigit and
Baluchistan. There will be an impor-
tant interaction between FPrime
Minister Imran Khan and President
Xi Jinping on April 28, This will be
Imran Khen's second visit to China,
during which he will be a 'Guesi
Honour' &t the inaugural session of
the conference. The Prime Minister
will alse aftend the International
Horticulture Exhiition, scheduled 1o
take place in Beijing on the occasion.
The BRI's conferance will ba partici-
peted by 40 heads of Sates and the

mmeants. fmran Khan will deliver
a kaynnbs address at the confarence,
during which he wil apprise the par-
ticipants ebout the China-Pakistan
Economic Comidor ([CPEC) that is a

majar pn

Initiative {

Yao Jing was confidence that the

CPEC at a broader level bringing
s0me naw projects in social and agn-
culiure secior. During the visit, the
two countries will $g0 the 2nd phase 1
aof the Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
thal will provide maximum conces-
srons to Pakistan Commodities
rgmrs four-day stay in Be "'E;

e Minister is expected

wisit will help expand and promote way of prosperity and well-baing at

we model of international coop-
aa!mn and conneclivity, paving the

all levels, under the concepl of
sharad destiny. The sole purpose of

tha CPEC, he said is to padicipsts in

“I;uf the Belt and Road yaar—ul:l and it has emamed as a be hel:lonﬂnﬂl 25, the opening cef-

ong h-level mesting on
Apn 5, and the leaders' roundtable
April 27

F'rasndant Xiwill attend the ape
ing ceremany and deliver & ke)'nohe
speech. He will also chair the lead-
ars' roundlable and brief media from
home and abroad about the oul-
«cames afier the roundiable.

The theme of the sacond BRF is
“Belt and Road Cooperation,
Shaping & Brightsr Shared Future.
The main purpase is to promate the
thigh-quality development of Belt and
Road cocperation, which is the com-
man aspiration of countries partici-
pahng in the initiative.

The Belt and Road Initiative, pro-
posad by Xiin 2013, aims a1 enhanc-
ing all-around cmnectrully through

Internet shutdown in 10J&K,
longest ever in a democracy

KARACHE: Authuorities have extanded restricsions
on high-speed internel in Indian Occupied
Jamimi Kashmi {I0JEK) till March 4, 2020
It iz being said that the internet shuldown in the
ﬂﬁﬁu@eﬁ leritory, which was implemented |651
August just bafare imposing & secuity |
and sevoking the region’s special aulmcmm:s
stalus, |5 the lengest ever in a democralic
country Te know mare abaut the specifics of the
ban, and te justificaticn provided by New Delhi,
The Express Tribune spoke fo Raman Chima,
#fzia Pacific palicy direcior &1 Accass Now, an
inbarnational advacacy group dedicated to apan
and free intemied, Excerpts;
ET: Last manth, the Indian Supreme Court
condemmed the months-long mternet shuldawn
In IQJEK. Has these been any change on the
ground sinca the nding?
Chima. Subseguent to the Supreme Court of
India's ruling, Indian aulhoribies issued new
orders an limiting ntamet services fo users. They
partly increased the intermned services [2G] to
users, but banned the usage of 3G and 4G
atis ctherwise available bo the rest

ion, exploring

new drving force for the werld aco-
nomic growth, and buiking a new
platform for world economic coopera-
tion.As the host country, China will
maintsin ciose communication and

Pskman and o rmprcwe lhe Iwmg
standand of the local

with all parties to pre-
pare for the Iorum with openness,

that
of india. They alsa issued orders banning access

to many social media sarvices and issued 8 thel

whitalie?' of wabsites which could ba accessad
by residents in the aflected areas.

ET: Palce have raportedly initisted a crackdown
againsl vilual private nebworks. Are VPNS still

werking in 10JBKT
Chima: indian aulhoriies continwed wilh arders
cafling o i and manitoring of infemet

added. The ambassaaor Salﬂ

Fakistan has a bright futere and ®# fion and

an smarglng economy. He

addrsss an
There will be imparant haadway
on launching of ML-1 Railways proj-
&t In this connaction, the two skdes
are likely to sign & formal document.
Yao Jing said, the BRI is a five-

the wision of Prime
Minister Imran Khan and said he was
daing his best bringing Pakistan oul
of the economic criss. About the
BRF, he said there will 12 thematic
forums and a CEO conference would

upholding the Dﬁl\clple' of consulta-
ration for shared ben-
afits. ltis d that the forum wil
inject strnnger impatus into the warkd
ecanomy, open even broeder horzon
for thie davelopment of the countries,
and contribute to the building of a
community with 8 shared future for
humanity.

Ray of hope: Polio patient hires the
differently-abled

LAHORE: Shafiqur Rehman, 44,
was diagnosed with polio at the
age of six months due to the
ungvallability of vaccination in his
region and became paralysed by
the infectious disease that affected
both his legs.

Mo efforts of parenls or doclors
could have helped him affer he
became differently-abled.
However, &t a cedain point in his
life. Shafig realised that he would
not be able to spend his like nor-
mally.

He promised himself that he would
neither let his disabilly becorme a
hindrance nor use it as an excuse
te refrain from working. Eventually,
he started working on a monthly
wage of Rs125 and his efforts led

beleving that they are incapable of
doing something for themsehes.
‘Some differeptly-abled persons
negate themsslves because of

eaming,” he added. Al these peo-
ple hired &t tha factory are no less
than professional
workers."Snafiqur  Rehman, 44,

him ta establisting a factory for the
differenily-abled.

Speaking to The Express Trbune,
Shafig said he does nol want other
differently-abled people to face
hurdles and problems as he had to
face throughout his life due to
polio.

Palio case reported from Karak

Az 8 result of this, Shafiq decided
to provide work opportunites for
differently-abled  people  and
proved with his hard work that they
should not lese hope and end up

negatwe thinking instead of having
a positive approach. This discour-
ages olhers around them too,”

Shafig further said that he has his
private factory where whesichairs
are repaired and manufactured
Al the employees working in the
factory are differently-abled individ-
uzls and they are also making
other people skilled,” he saxd.

“Qur business activities are usually
designed for persone with disabifi-
ties who are siriving for an honest

was diagnosed with pelio 8t the
age of six months due to the
unavallability of vaccination in his
region and becams paralysed by
the infectious disease that affected
bath his legs

No efiors of parents or docters
could have helped him after he
became differently-abled
However. at a cerfain paint in his
lite, Shafig realised that he would
not be able to spend his life nor-
maly,

He promized himsell (hat he would
neither ket his dissbility become a
hindrance nor use it as an excuse
1o refrain from working. Eventually,
he started working on a monthly
wage of Re125 and his efforts lad
him to establishing & factory for the
differentty-abled,

Speakng to The Express Tribune,
Shafig said he doss not want other
differently-abled people to face
hurdles and problems as he had 1o
face throughout his life due to
polio.

Folio case reported from Karak

A5 @ result of this, Shalig decided
o provide work opportunites for
differentiy-abled  pecple  and
proved with his hard work that they
should not lose hope and end up
believing that thay are |ncapah—e af
doing for

cannettlons and have recenily initiated
prosecation of uzers using VPN sarvices,
charging them under the Uniawiul Activllies
Prevention Act - an unprecedentad first in India
which has been candemned by civil libertias

WPM access and usage is ofherwise not banned
in the Republic of India, and is not legally
blocked at the national level.

Selective palicing: Internat shutdawn in Kashmir
and
ET::
gavernment presanted before the lop cout o
dedend the inlemed blackout?

Chima: In defending the shutdawn, lawyers for
Ihe Indian government argued that it was
required for national secuily and upholding law
and order, including allegations of ross-boedar
disinformation, and the usage of onfine
communications by accused extremist
orgarvsations

Thie Supreme Court of Indta held that the use of
Ihe intemed was cnacial fo the fundamental rights
of speach and expressian, and the right ta life
ard lierty under the Indian constitution, and any
reslricions on that had to be judicially checked
lo ensure thal the executive aclion had nat
axceeded constitubional standards, includng thal
of necessity and prof
ET: Is tha imemm shutdown in the disputad
valley the longest ever in & democracy? Are
12 Bny ofer countries which have restricted
It services for 2o lar

Chima:
services in the areas of Jamme and Kashmir —
coupled with the shuldowns ordered in 2018 -
"lirrmlly represent ane of the longest perods of

fons
st legal argument hes the indian

porticnality.

The currenl disreption of internel

sruption of infemet acoass affacting

nal g
a Ia 2 gnlahuﬂ {up 1o 10 million paople} by an

democratic govemment in the warld

The longest confinuous internet shutdown in
2019 — and which conlinues b dale — Is the
shuldown ordered amang several townships in
Rakhine and Chin states of Myanmar by the

s and iiegal

Ihese,

NAB postpones Hamza Shahbaz’s
investigation in assets case

LAHORE: National Accountabiity Bureau (NAE)
has infarmed Hamza o not reach thair Lehore
head, s loday (Moaday) far prabe in assats
lﬁ‘eged maney [sundenng cass.

Am'm ta details, the summon was celayed
owing |o the warkload of NAB's commneu
invesligation team in the capilal

It may be pertinent fo mention thal Hamza was
sent a natice the anti-graft walchdeg Lo

appear at their Lahore burea foday,
An accountehility court 1he indictment
of National Assembly Cpposition Leadar

Shehbez Sharif and his san, Punjab Assembly
Opposition Leader Hamza Shahbaz in the
Ramzan Sugar Mills reference until the next
heanrqsw\en the court resumed hearing of the
case, Shanils' lawyer requested the courl to
pastpone the indiciment. Shehbaz and Hamza
were also pesanrwm%. Wednestay's hearing
Tha National Accountabiity Bureau {NAB} has
filed a reference alleging that the farmar Punjab
chief minister caused loss to the nmmnal
excheguer and misuzed his ill‘hclrli{
shancwmng Emnsnmcnnn of & bridoe to faciliate

5 Bugar mi
On March 18, Shehbaz Shanif pleaded not ?ul't'p
by staling that NAE had falsely accused h
1he casa. To which, the judge respanded, “You
Can Safvey your reservalions at a1 appropriate
nmastﬁc&ﬁsnumma me.

“Some differently-abled persons
negate themselves because of
negative thinking instead of having
# positive approach. This discour-
ages olhers around them foo."
Shafig further said that he has his
private factary where wheelchairs
are repaired and manufectured.
“All the employees working in the
factary are differently-abled individ-
vals and they are also making
other people skilled,” he said

due to the absence of
1he admin judge, adjourned the heanng of the

case
Besides, former Lehore Developmant Mihurﬂ)'
[LDA) director general Ahad Chesma, ex-
minister Nawaz Sharif's principal secretnr\'
Fawad Hassan Fawad and viher accused also

appeared befon e cou
Eaher on Mar\:h 14, Ihe NﬂB had filed a petition
n tha Suprema Court against Shehbaz Sharif's
release on bail in Ramzan Sugar Mills and
8 Houzing

Tha plea was subml[tad by HAB Spel:.al
Prosecidar Akram Qurashi in hfvtlch il was gtaled

that Shelmaz Sharif's bail spproval
Lahore High Courl was contradictory to

the

The apex court was reuues!ed to nullify the
LHC's decision U{hul

The LHC had gra

bonds worth nne mllllnn ea
Shart fied & petiion in Rmn Sugar Mits and
Ashiana Housing Schame

The high court also ordered remaval of

Burmau

Ihe pul
applcants of houses.

amsl two suraty
after Shehbaz

Shehbaz's name from the Exit Control List on
Tuesday. Hiz name was added to the no-fy bist
an Fabruary 22 in the Ashiana Housing case,
after e was amested by MAB in the probe an

Ocioher 5, 2018,
ASHIANA FIASCO Snahbaz Shadl was taken
inta custody by the National Accountability

Lahore n bmnechn_“réwh the Ashiana

case an Octaber 5

Housing 1
He had been charged with misuse of autharity by
unlawfully assuming
directers of the Punjab Land Develapment
Company (FLDC),
mshjﬂa plmcy firm that resul

rs of the board of
Ewarding & contrect i an
in the failure of
scam cawsed @ massive lass to

lic. excheque! and deprived §1.000

United States -Afghanistan Taliban deal raises hope for
peace in region, Says experts

ISLAMABAD: The United States and
the Afghan Taliban are sel lo sign a
histeric  deal In  Doha today
(Saturday), bringing an end to the
America’s longest war and raising
hopes for peace in the war-ravaged
country.

The peace deal is kely 1o be signed
by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the
co-founder of the Taliban movement
and a lop US official.

The Taliban want US President
Donakd Tump or Secretary of State
Mike Pompee to sign the deal
However, it & not clear who will
attend the ceremony on the US
behalf 1ill the filing of this report.
Faorelgn Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi, meanwhile, will attand the
ceremony from the Pakistani sida.
Ahead of the signing ceremony,
Qureshi toid an audience at the
Pakistani Embagsy in Doha that the
US-Taliban deal is a vindication of
Islamabad's stance that there is no
solutien o end the war in
Afghanistan except through reconcil-
igtion.

Pakistan has played a key role In
brokering the deal between tha US
and the Taliban since it not anly facil-
itated the talks but also persuaded
the insurgents to show flexibility on
the issue of reduction of violence as
well 83 intra-Afghan dialogue.

Delegates from ather countries will

ness the signing ceramany.
Although official defails are not avail-
able yel, the proposed agreement
envisages a timetable for the with-
drawal of US troops. release of pris-
oners by beth the sides and guaran-
toes thal the Tadiban will nol allow
the Afghan soil 1o be used again by
terrorist groups such as Al Daseda.
Observers believe the deal cannat
be called & peace deal but rather an
agreement that would pave the way
for an infra-Afghan dialogue

The tatks betwean the Taliban and
other Afghan groups — including the.
current Kabul administration — will
hammer out cruciad issues such as
the post-US troops withdrawal politi-
cal set up, a permanent ceasefire
and rights of minorities, women and
ofher matters.

One of the major scepticlsm
expressed by critics is that whether
the Taltban would show any flexibili-
ty in their hardiine approach. particu-
farly lowards the rights of women.
Afghanistan — dealing with the deal
In a recent Op Ed, Sirajuddin
Hagqani, the depuly Taliban chief,
atempted to portray the Taliban as
an outfil willing to reach a compro-
mise on certain issues,

Haggani spoke about women's
rights as well as establishing refa-
tionehip with westerm countries —

also attend the ceremony while the
Taliban said the brother of the
Taliban deputy chief, Anas Haggani,
whu was recently freed by

ding the US
The major chal heh

Aghraf Ghani, who was declared &
winner, was sel to take oath eardier
this week but had to postpone the
ceremony on the US request.

His rival Dr Abdullah }\bdullah con-
tested the election results and
claimed victory. The infernal wran-
gling has threatensd to undermine
the talks between Taliban and
US The peace deal is Ikely to be
signed by Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, the co-founder of the
Taliban movement and a fop US offi-
cial. The Taliban want US President

Qureshi, meanwhile, will attend the
ceremeny from the Pakistan] side.
Ahead of the signing

Taliban deputy chief, Anas Haggani,
whe was recently lreed by
and A

would evolve a consensus on the
fidure polilical dispensalion in

Qureshi told an audience at Ihe
Pakistani Embassy in Doha that the
US-Taliban ceal s a vindication of
Islamabad's stance that there i no
solution to end the war in
Afghanistan except throwgh reconcil-
iation

Pakistan has played a key role in
brokering the deal between the US
and the Taliban since it nat only facil-
itated the talks but also persuaded

A

remains whether all Afghan groups
would evolve a consensus on fhe
future political dispensation in

and profes-

sor ‘rlmtny Weeks, remained in the
of the Taliban from 2016 till

his release recently, would also wil-

The recent conlroversy over ihe
presidential elections has further
compounded the problem

Donaid Trump ar fary of State
Mike Pompeo to sign the deal.
However, it is not dear who will
allend the ceremony on ihe US
behalf till the filing of this report.

Foregign Minister Shah Mehmood

the i

fo show flexibility on
the issue of reduction of violence as
well as intra-Afghan dialogue.

Delegates from other countries will
also attend the ceremony while the
Taliban said the brother of the

profes-
sor Timothy Weeks, remained in the
eaptivity of the Taliban from 2016 fill
his release recently, would also wit-
nass the signing ceremany.
Although efficial details ara not avail-
ahle yei, the proposed agreement
envisages a timetable for the with-
drawal of US troops. release of pris-
oners by both the sides and guaran-
tees that the Taliban will not allow
the Afghan soll to be used again by
tarrorist groups such as Al Qaada.
Observers believe the deal cannot
be calied a peace deal but rather an
agreement that would pave the way
for an intra-Afghan dialogue.

The talks between the Talban and
other Afghan groups — including the
current Kabul administration — will
hammes cut crucial issues such as
the post-US troops withdrawal politi-
cal set up, 8 permanent ceasefire
and rights of mincrties, women and
other matters.

One of the mejor scepticism
expressed by criics is that whether
the Taliban would show any flexibili-
ty in thair hardline approach, particu-
larly towards the rights of women,
Afghanistan — dealing with the deal
In a recent Op Ed, Sirajuddin
Haggani, the deputy Taliban chief,
attempted fo portray the Tafiban as
an outlit willing 1o reach a compro-
misé on certain issues.

Haggani spoke about women's
nghis as well as establishing rela-
tionship with western countries —
Including the US.

The major

The racent confroversy over the
presidential elections has further
compounded the problem

Aghraf Ghani, who was declared a
winner, was set 1o take oath earfier
this week but had to postpone the
ceremony on the US request

His rival Dr Abdullah Abduliah con-
tested the election results and
claimed victory. The intermal wran-
gling has threalened to underming
the taks batween Taliban and US.

The peace deal is likely to be signed
by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the
co-founder of the Taliban movement
and a top US official.
The Taliban wanl US President
Donald Trump or Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to sign the deal
Howsever, it is not clear who will
attend the ceremony on the US
Behall 1l the fling of this report
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi, meanwhile, will attend the
ceremony from the Pakistani side.
Ahead of the signing caremony,
Qureshi fold an audience at the
Pakistani Embassy in Doha that the
US-Taliban deal s a vindication of
Islamabad's stance that there is no
solution to end the war in
Afghanistan except through reconcil-
hon

Pakistan has played a key role in
brokering the deal between the US
and the Tallban since it not onty facil-
Hated the talks but also persuaded
the insurgents to show flexibiity on
the issue of ion of violence as

Il
remains whether all Afghan groups

well as intra-Afghan dialogue.




