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‘Pakistan moving on road
to development’, Says PM
Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD: Expressing
his satisfaction over the posi-
tive economic  indicators
Prima Mindster imran Khan on
Wednesday said thal Pakistan
is moving on the road io
progress  with  accelerated
dewvelopment spanding, ARY
News repored.

In & tweal. PM Imran Khan
said that the curent account

deficit shrank by massive 73
per cent, adding that the value
of upes is slabla now.

He said that rising exports
and sale of cement ndicale
the joumey of progress.

Earlier on March 2, Adviser

to  Prima Minister  for
Commerce, Industry and
Investment  Abdul  Razak
Dawood had said Ihat the
Fabruary 2020 had witnessad
@ 13,61 percen rise In exports
fram the country as compared
i the past years,

In & message posted on hes
Twitter account, the federal
adviser had said that the
couniny's exports witnessed a
362 incresse duing the cur-

rent fiscal yesr as compared o
the previous years,

“The increass & commend-
able when compared 1o the
export trend of our competi-
tars. This is just the beginning.
the future Felds much more!”
he had said while tagging his
message o the prime minister
Irreain Khan nd oftars on the
Twitter fead

PM Imran made the
annowncement on his official
Twither handla an Sunday.

He wvisited the proposed
sibis of Blue Area opposile o F-
9 Park in the fedarsl capitel

Aceording to the PT1 offical
Twittar handle, CDA Charman
Amic Ali Ahmed and NAPHDA
chairman  briefad Premier
Imnran in detail aboul the mega
project. The prime minister
apprised that the money gen-
erated from the commarcial
auction, to be held next
month, will be wised prmari-
Iy for rehebilitation of the fad-
eral eapital, provision of senv.
ices and improsemant of anvi-
reanment

Govt is not concealing number of
coronavirus cases: Zafar Mirza

RAWALPINDI: Stete Minister
for Health Or Zafar Mirza on
Wednesday rubbished claims
that the govemment was con-
caalng the number of coron-
avirus cases following the
emergenca of COVID-19 in
the coundry.

The health minister said it &
200 per cent false” that
Pakistan was hiding he num-
ber of comnavirug cases
because of angeing Pakistan
Super League (PSL) malches
In the: country,

Mirze confirmed that there are
ony five coranavine patients
in the country, adding that
“everyane with fiu shoud not
assume they have tha virus®.
Caronavirus autbraak:
Cabinat refuses to declare
health emergancy in Pakistan
He further said that the feder-
al and pravincial gavemmends
are warking fogether 1o cam-
bat fhe wirus, addng that
Punjab and lslamabad are
cear of the vinss — hance,
schocks in the area will nol be
ciosed.

Mirza said tare are a total of
2,000 Pakistani students in
China, aul of which 820 ade in
Wishan - the city a1 the epl-
centre of e vius, He
assured that the govemment

I8 in consact with the students.
and China has Imposad the

same rastnctians for Pakistand
ssudents as they have for their
own peapis.

In addition, the state minster
for health =sid praparations
for dengue have started and a
national program on dengue
will aiso be established to
spread awaneness

Heakh emargency

The federal cabinel rejectid
e Ministry of Health's pro-
posal for declaring & “heatth
Bmegency” in 1he country ko
fackle the novel corenaving
Coranavirus oulbress;
Cabinat refuses to declars
health emergency in Pekisten
The cabingt m #s meeting,
chaired by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, emphassed on
strangthening  coordination
betwean  provinces  bo
increase awareness aboul
fhe vinus among the pecole,
Mirza  said thal  alloul
arrangements  were  being
made at &l 1he entry paints of
the country to screan the peo-
ple coming from abroad. PMWs
aide Dr Firdous Awan sdded
thal the cabinal approved the
health minstry's request for
the purchase of equipment
tackle Ihe diseaze, with he
directives 1o lake  the
provinces on board

The cabinet also called for
better screening of ravellers

Bt endry points of the country
end ion of datebase.

chose relatives would also be

Provincial chief secretary,
health minister, local govern-
ment minister, education min-
ister, chief law advisor,
Karachi commissiongr and
reprasaniatives of WHO, FlA,
airport administrabon, CAA
and NADRA, along with Dr
Fazsal of Aga Khan Hospital
and Dr Bar of Indus Hospital
atlended the meetng

The government has can-
firmed two COMID-19 cases
in Karach Two mare coron-
evirus cases confimed In
Fakistan

The move would give the
provincial government
enough fime {0 lacate peopie
wha came in dose contact
with thosa retuming fram Iran
The chiel minister directed
the dapartments concerned o
issue notifications for the cho-
sure ol educational instiu-
liors 1ill Frday, March 13
However, due to weekend an
the two following days, shu-
dants would onfy be able o
jonthair schoals, colleges
and universilies from Maonday,
Masch 16.By thal lime, e
recommendid isolabion pen-
od of 14 days would a0 be
over and screening of pas-
sengers who fave recently
returned fram lran and their

The
an Saturday confirmed  two
mare cases of novel coron-

the tatal number of COVID-19
cages in the country to four

Cne patient has been diag-
nosed with the mysterious
disease in Karachi and the
atherin a federal area — & pat-
ten similar b0 the two cases
confirmed earlier this waek,

The city's second cornavirus
patient and his farmily mem-
bers have been pul in isol-
tian wand of & governsnant-run
hospal 1o contain the spread
aof the highly contagious dis-
eage Confirmation  of the
cases has sat off alam bells

avires i Pakistan, bringing

as authenties scramble o
screen hundreds of people
wha recently arived from
Iran, a megor new hotspot for
the wirus Karachi's second

coronavings patient, family put
n isolabion wardin 3 news
conference on  Saturday,
SAPM on Hetath Dr Zafar
Mirza sad thal a contingency
plan has been prepared in
caza the situaion worsens
“Fresh medical staf wil be
macruted for hospilals whane
there is a shortage” he
aplained “Some hospitals
e been reserved for neat-
ing coronavins cases.”

v Miza added thal & Ihree-
mamber committee has been
formed for putlic awerensss

abaut the vins comprising a

member esch from  the
National Healih Services
Ministry, the Infarmaticn

Minigiry and the mitary's

modia  wngA  screening
mechanism has been pul 0
place at all points of eniry and
thiz health and requiar surved-
lance stafl present there have
bean provided with protection
equipment and kits Ha haped
the govemmant's stralegy
would ensure them was no
outbreak of the disease in
couley, “Durirg the kst one
mondh, the lederal govern-
ment has laken several sleps
and adepled & standand oper.
ating progedurs to tackie the
situation,”

Pakistan assures Iran of all-out
support amid coronavirus outbreak

ISLAMABAD:
Minister

Foreign
Shah  Mahmood

Qureshi an Wednesday held a
tefaphonic conversation with
his Iranian counterpart Javed

the lozs of precious bves” due
fo outbreak of coronavis in
the country.Iran on
Wednesday reparted 15 new
deaths from the noved caron-
avires and 5BE - additional
cages, bingng the overall tol
w0 92 dead and 2922 infect-
ed, The Shia haly city of Qom,
soulh of Tehran, & the epicen-
e of lren's coronawinus out-
break and where ds firsl
deaths were reported o0
February 10.In Pakistan, &4
the confimed five novel virug
casas are linked fo Iran

Iran coronavins death ol
risas by 15 to 62

Qurachi also assured Zarif
of Pakistan's all-out support in
containing the spread of con-

tagious disease. Both the min-
isters alzo agreed to jointy
take measures against the
apidemic of COVID-18 which
has spread to more than 30

and infecting at least 80,000 —
mostly i ChinaFM Cureshi
alsa thanked his Iranian coun-
{erpart for condemning fthe
recenl wave of viclance
against Muslims in India.on
Tuesday, Zarif in s bweal had
urged Indian aulhorities “to
ensure the walbeing of ALL
Inghares and not kel serseiess
thiggesy prevail’

QUETTA: Pakistan i clos-
ing one of its twi border cross-
ings with Afghanistan for &
week to pravent the spraad of
coronavirus, officisls sed on
Sunday.The announcement
comes 8 day after Pakistan
dabected two new cases of the
wirus bringing the totsl number
of infected patients & four.

The Pak-Afghan border at
Chaman would close fram
Monday (teday) for seven
days “in order to prevent the
spread of coronavires on bath
sides of the barder i the best
interast of the peopla of the
brotherly countries”, seid a
notification  issued by the
Mirsstry of Interior

“Durirg the penad, neces-
sary maasures will be takan to
safeguard the health of the
peaple of both countries.” it
statad, adding that the sacand
crossing pomt at Torkham in
Khyber-Pakhtunkbwa  would
remain  open ‘The  would
remain  open “Thesiluation
would be reviewes afler seven
days and-an approprate dec-
sion would be made,” an offi-
cial of the Ministry of Mational
Health  Services said.The
Mirestry of Interiar has sent an

official nolification to the
Balochistan  authorities  to
close  the  border  at

Chaman.The de facio Health
Mirsster, Dr Zafar Mirza, said,
“This is @ cruclal step we had
lo take 10 safeguard Ehe health
of peaple of the two countries.
&5 the border crossing had a
heavy traffic of traveliars from
both sides on a dally bass "

Mirza said the govemment,
under he eadarship of Prime
Miréster Imran Khan, had put
measures in place and teken
staps in the bast nterest of the
peopile in the wake of tha coro-
navieus Gulbreak

Over 1200 pilgrims from Iran
cleared of coronavirus, CM
Sindh Murad Ali Shah

KARACHI: Cwer 1200
people who have relumed (o
Sindh prowince from Iran are
cieared of he coronaviris
tmreal alter they remained at
quarantine for 14 days, ARY
NEWS regarted

The detads were gven 1o
the Chief Minister Sindh Syed
Murad All Shah during &

meeting of the provincial task
farcas to deal with the virss
that has claimed over 80 lives
in Iran, mainly from whera the
wirus  was fransmitled 1o
Pakistan The brefing said
Mal around 2396 people visi-
ed Iran and of them 1277
pesple returned in the manth
of January

“Those wha have returnad
were putn the sclation for 14
days end now &ll of them sre
cleared from the coran-
avinus,” the brsfing said
adding that =till 823 pecple
are putin guarantine to detact
any suspectad caza of the
wirus.The provincial health

Pak-Afghan border at Chaman
closes over virus fears

Isiamabad: Spacial
Assistant to the Pime Minister
on Information and
Broadeasting Firdous Ashig
Awan sald that "there was an
outpouring of press confer-
encas immediately afler wri-
ing a letter to London®.

She wea refamming to a letler
government  wrate 1o

thie

authorities  in the United
of

press conference outside the
ol

=aid that 14 peo-
ple have undergane test dur-
ing the pest two days and all
of them have tested nagative:

The chisf minister drectad
the authorities to put all those
caming from Taftan bordar

Kingeem for the:
farmer prime ministar Nawaz
Sharif who & alleged viclated
the might-week bail by sfaying
in Londan for medical treat-
mend fof the past thes-and-a-
half manths.

The SAPM made ihese
remarks while speaking at a

"We sent the lafer io
Laondon but even pegple from
Austraka returned . e lether
was 5o effective that the PML-
M has started updating the
nation sbaut Nawaz's health"

She added thal the “launts
tha government s receiving
over [Nawaz's| heallh, it s
actually the PML-N fhat &
playing palitics over it*.

Raising queslions aboul
the former premiers health,
Awan said that the PML-N has
not submitted “any document
about any procedurs or inves-
tigation or documents made
when he was edmitted to the
haspital and dscharged from
-

inta g o avoid
spread of virus that has
already claimed over 3000
lives giobally The Sindh gov-
arnmint oan Tuesday
approved Rs100 millien for
taking measures 1o avoid an
outbreak of the novel coron-
avirug i the province The
decision was igken n a meet-
ing of Sindh cebinst with
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali
in the charRead more:
Family members of Kamachi
coranavirus  patient  test
negativaThe Sindh chisf min-
isber briefed the cabinet about
fhe measures baing taken by
provincial govl b deal with
e spread of deadly COVID-

19 m the province afler 2
cases were feported 0
Karachi

During the mesting, TM
Murad said thal two people
wha lested positive for coron-
avirus had come fram lran
and were not kept in guaran-
tine centre.

“Sindh govt is teking seni-

20 N

APt

[

ous measures o deal with
coronavirus and i &m person-
ally looking awar the matber
People who came from fran
had baan kepl in solation &
homes alss.” he lold the
meating. Those who have
relurned wene pulin the isok-
tion for 14 days and now all of
them are cleared from the
coronarus,” the briefing said
acding that still 823 pecple
are put in quarenting o detect
any suspected case of the
wires.The provincial hestth
authorities said that 14 pea-
ple have undergone best dur-
ing the past two days and all
of themn have tested negative.

The chief minister drected
Ehe authorities (o pul all those
coming from Taftan border
inte quarantine to  Evoid
spread of wirus that hes
already claimed ower 3000
livas giobally,

The Sindh govermment on
Tuesday approved Rs100
millicn for taking measunes o
avead an oulbreak of the
novel  cororavirus i the
province The decision was
taken in a meeling of Sindh
cabinet with Chief Minister
Syed Murad Al in the chair

Reed monz: Family mem-
bers of Karachi coronavirus
patient tast negative

The Sinch chief ministar
brisfed the cabinat sbout the
measuras being faken by
provincal govt to deal with
the spread of deadly COVID-
18 @ the province afler 2
cases were raported in
Karachi

Saudi Arabia suspends Umrah for
locals amid coronavirus fear

Madina: Amid the nowel
cofenaving oufbreak, Saudi
Arabea has imposed lempo-
rary Ban on local pilgrims
from performing Umeah as
experts  suggested  that
COVID-18 & highty conta-
gious and can prmeate faster
in crowds. Under the temgrany
ban Saudi naticnals and resi-
dants living in the kingdom
wanting to perform Umrah will
alsa nol be alowed into thi
haliest sites Maanwhile, the
Ministry of Hajj and Umrah
haz annaunced that it is work-
ing to help foreign pilgrms
still in the kingdom netem o
thewr countries, Arab News
fepored on Wednesday

Aber banning Urnrah pll-
grimage, Saudi  Arabla
restricts  entry for  GCO
citizensA day earier Ssud
Arabie had bamed citzens
and residents of Gulf
Cooperation Councll (GCC)
countries from antering the
kingdam far 14 days afler
refurning from outside the
region dug 1o coronavins
concems. The kingdom
reporied it first case of the
deadly disesse an Monday in

a Sawdi nabional ratumning
from Iran, which has reported
the most desihs outside
Ching, where the flulike dis-
aase ariginated Saud Arabia
took several measures lasl
waek fo prevent the spread of
tha vinus fo the kingdom, ban-
ning foreigners amiving for
the Mugim Ureah pégrim-
age, Gulf Arab citizens visit-

Ing Makkah and Medina, and
tourists  from &t least 25
states where the virus has
been found Madina, Amid the
novel coronavirus cutbreak,
Sawdi Arabia has impased
temporary ban on local pil-
grims from performing Umrah
as expers suggested that
COVID-1% iz highly canta-
gious and can  permeate
faster in crowds,

Under the temporary ban
Saudi nalionals and residents
kving in the kingdom wanting
1o perform Umrah will eiso not
be allowed into the haliest
siles Meanwhile, the Ministry
of Hajj end Umrah hes
announced that it is working
1o help fareign pilgrims still n
the kingdom retum to thesr
countries, Arab Mews report-

ed on Wednesday fler han-
ning Umrah pilgrimage, Saudi
Arabia restricts entry for GCC
cilizensh day earlier, Saudi
Arabla had bared cilizens
and residents  of Guff
Cooperation Council (GCC)
couniries from enderng the
kingdom for 14 devs after
returning from ouiside the
ragion due o coronavirus
CONCEIMS,

After National Assembly,
Bill 2020 sails through Senate

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
an Wednesday passed the
Zainsh Alert Recovery and
Respense Bill, 2020 aimed al
reising elart, response end
recovery of missing  and
abducted children and would
pawve way for congucting trials
of child abduction cases n
anti-tarrorism courts estab-
lighed under the ATA 1967

The bl against the chid
sexual abuse I8 passed two
yaars afier the brutal rape
and murder of nae-year-oid
Zainab Ansari in Kasur shoak
the nation's colfectiv con-
scance in 2018.The harrific
Incident had drawn a country-
wide oulrage and raised
questions aver the sefety of
chikiren and responsilities
an the part of the autherities
concemned  la prevenl
increasing incidents of chitd
abuse in The counlry

Minister for Parlismentary
Affairs Azam Khan Swall
moved the motion under Rue
263 far imenediate consdera-
tion of the bill by dispensing
the rues The upper house

passad the bil efter 3 bnef
fon and X it

Zainab Alert

sgencies and mstitutions

&85 reported by the Senats
Standing  Commitiee  on
Human Rights. The bill will

iga the required alers and
inifiate  the  responses
raquired for recovery of miss-
ing, abducted, abused or kid-
napped children in kslamabad
Capital Teritory (ICT). It wit
help to provide speedy sys-
tem for slerts, responses,
recovaries,  investigations,
treis and rehabiitation to pre-
vent and curb eriminal actvi-
ties against Alert Bill's ambit
being expanded all owver
countrylt will atso ensure har-
meoanisation and cohesian in
the workings of the new

Tor the profection
of children and already exact-
Ing mechanisms within this
fimki

According fo the bill, the
miaximem santence handed
down 1o perpetrators of child
senual abuse will be lile
imprisonment with a fine af
Rs1 milion while the mini-
mum sentence will be 10
years |t also paved way for
the creation of Zainab Akt
Respanse  and Recovery
Agency (ZARRA), which will
be headed by its director gan-
edal who will be appontad by
the prime minister in such
menner and in such tems
and condilions
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Online rules
consultation

UBLIC transparency and accountability mandate that a
government legislate in the best inferests of its con-
stituents, following an inclusive and exhaustive consulta-
tive process.They also reguire that a government be
responsive 10 concerns that anse as a result of such a
process not being followed during the formulation of paoli-
cies, rules and laws govemning the public. The federal
government has faded on both counts with regard to the
controvers:al Citizen Protection (Against Onfine Harms)
Rules, which has rightly been excoriated in both interna-
tional and local quarters. Technology firma as well as
press, kegal and righis bodies have all wamned of the var-
ied and significant harmful effects that can arise by imple-
menting this set of rules, which only came fo hight last
manth after the federal cabinet guistly approved it in
January.In responss to thie backlash, the prime minister
called for further review and stakeholder consultations a
maove that was welcomed by, among others, this paper.
However, what has franspired since is extremely disgui-
eting Af ter days of mixed messages from official quar-
ters, it now appears almos certain that the se-called con-
sultative procese is litlle more than eyewash. On Friday,
the IT minstry notified a review committee that includes
unly guvemmem officials and no indusiry or civil society

. o

has been given

:han the rules have been withdrawn, leaving it unclear

whether t

intends f

It on

online regulations afresh or simply on how to |mp§amem
these rules. Forty Pakistani rights groups have now
signed a statement boycofting these talks unless the gov-
emment commits to revoking the rules in toto.

| tha

| sitting

Ghulam Qadir

IT has been a month since
traders of North
Waziristan have been
pratesting in front of the
KP Assembly, demanding
compensation for losses
Incurred by businesses in
Mirali and Miramshah dur-

| ing Operation Zarb--Azb.

Similarly, there has been a
complele lockdown of all
business  activity In
Miramshah, with people
outside the
Miramshah Press Club

Compensation delayed

compensation. Their sif-in
at the press club ended
peacefully after assur-
ances given by the then
DG ISPR.

It has been two years
since their protests, yel
their demands remain
unrssuived Nol onty this,
the p

The destruciion was so
brutal that not & single
building was left sfanding.
Whatever was left of the
bulldings  was  brought
down and the debris
cleared so thal no one had
any |dea of how much had
besn destroyed. & faw

\l-designed plazas were

i5 oBiivious 1o their manth-
long sitin, Practically no
senior politician or high-
ranking of ficial has met
the prolesting traders 1o
listen 1o their grievances
and at least give them
some hope that their prob-
lems will be solved It's
to know that

rmal |psses was agreed to

| by the government earlier

after
vanues

In  May 2018
exhausting  all
available to them, the
traders of Mirall and
Miramshah protested at
the National Press Club,

there s an adviser to the
chief minister for the tribal
districts supposedly for
this purpose.

Zarb-i-Azb is the hallmark
of the cleansing of terrorist
dens neither owned nor
aperated by the people of
and Mirali.

buit in & hurry 1o show-
case Miramshah lo oul-
siders.People left thair
shops, godowns and
houses with no time Lo cod-
lect their valuables or
storad merchandise.
When they were ultimately
allowed to return, after
spending years In camps
or rented places, there
was nothing lef t to returm
to. People jJust couldn't
belave their own govern-
ment could do this to them.
Fearing a8 backlash, the
government promised to
compensate them for their
losses and haphazard sur-

weys started coming up.
Differant committees
cropped up, all conducting
sunveys of losses. The sur-
vey committess came up
with different reports; the
administration In its wis-
dom accepted the report of
one  committes.  while
rejecting the rest. So the
claims submitted to this
commiltes, no matler how
exaggerated, were accept-
ed while those submitted
o olher committegs were
relegated to the dustbin
There ware people, espe-
cially government ser-
vants, who weren't claim-
ing any reliefl or support
from the government.
weren't included in
any list of affectees.
There were those who
were principally against
the Watan Card and
couldn’t  wisilWazidstan
because they didn’| have
one.Then there were

those who had different
termporary and permanent
addresses on their CHIC.
All these people were lefl
oul from submitling their
claime At present. a large
number of claims of dam-
aged houses have been
paid but not al. The gov-
ermnment should have com-
pensated for the homes
first and then the busi-
nesses Without paying for
all destroyed homes, pay-
ment to businesses is cre-
ating rasentment Strong
groups like petrol pump
owners have taken up
their cases separately. The
governmenl has agreed to
pay for all their losses
whereas others are being
paid only the cost of struc-
fture. When or how much
will the shopkeepers be
paid for their merchandise
s yel fo be determined.
Those whose land has
been encroached upon by

roads or buildings were to
be paid for land compen-
sation, the rates for which
have yel to be determined.
The people of Miramshah
and Mirali have suffered
much. Making them suffer
more will be unf air and
might have conse-
quences. The funds are
there, all the provincial
government has lo do is
act swiftly and fairly All
cases of residences need
to be disposedof at the
eariiest so that one issue
stands  settled Lists of
shops and markets need
to be shared. There should
nob be any discrimination
regarding for structure and
merchandise  Thepolicy
should be the same for
allThe chief secretary
should play a more proac-
tive role and teke a deci-
sion the moment an irritant
crops up.

Courtesy the economic

Muhammad Al
THE news that the
Aabpara  police  have

charged 10 men for bran-
dishing Kalashnikovs in or
around the Lal Masjid sug-
gests that, at last, the state
might be daing its job. But
don't get oo axcited while
the forces of aw and order
have registered a case,
they still haven't plucked
up the courage lo aclually
arest the menBut then,
ever since 911, the role of
a section of Deoband cler-
ics in jihadist violence has
been underplayed.
Despite being active par-
ticipants in many arenas of
post 9171 confliet  in
Pakistan, the Deobandis
have been abie to operate
In the place they like best

Need of hour

out of the limelight The
Deobandis have many
faces.

Tableeghi Jamaat runs
massive missionary opera-
tions. Various iterations of
the JUI participate in par-
liamentary polilics. And
then there are the mili-
tants, mounting attacks in
Pakistan. and the LK too
but largely quiescentin
India, And there is a rea-
son for that. The Indian
state has taken a firm,
consistent line against
Deobandi militancy and
that pressure has worked
The Deocbandl leadership
in India has exphcity and
repeatediy rejected the
use of wiolence Last
month, Maulana Abdul
Aziz asked an important
quesfion.  Would  the
Pakistani authorities have
he courage fo fake him

on? Back in 2007, as most
Pakistanis remember all
too well, the maulana
tumed Lal Masjid info an
arsenal and provoked a
major confrontation with
the state. Whilst his
younger brother willingly
went 1o his death, Maulana
Aziz took the less dignified
approach of fleeingthe
scenainaburga.n any nor-
mal country, a man whao
had a leading role in such
a shocking and disasirous
event could reasonably
expect to spend tha rest of
his [fie behind bars, But
despite never resiing from
his support for all forms of
Deobandi viclence up to
and including  suicide
bombings and the Army
Public School attack, Aziz
was free to roam around
And last month, he slipped
into the Lal Masjid with

some female students and
gave some sermons. He
was back, How would the
state react? It should not

have been difficull to
answer that. The
maulang's  brand  of

Decbandism has less sup-
port than & did 8 decade
ago. And when he asked

is resistance to curmculum
reform. The  differences
between get a
grip.Disappaointingly, the
authorities chose not to 1
ace down the maulana,
but instead decided fo
appease him The interior
ministry entered into falks
with a delegation of clerics

other Decbandi madres-  and an officer of the capital
gahs in | bad o send ion told this
studentstosupporthimnet-  paper that the authorilies

manyanswered the call.
Maulana Aziz's isolation
could be explained by fel-
low Dreobandi clerics being
sick of his publicity-seek-
ing ways or because of
deeper ideclogical objec-
ions.Either way  the
maulana, and the
Deobandis as a whole, are
far weaker than a decade
ago. In fact, the only unify-
ing rallying point for the
Decbandl movemsnt now

were wiling to negatiate
with Maulana Aziz 50 as fo
resolve the issue peaceful-
ly.Maulana Aziz  has
repeatedly and  ouira-
geously demanded com-
pensation, for the destruc-
tion of Jamia Hafsa, set-
ting in train a long-running
dispute about the location
and size of an allemative
plot for a new women's
madressah. But that is in
fact a sideshow. The real

paoint, as the mautana him-
self said, is that when he
glves a sermeon in a small
maosgue In G-7 nobody
cares bul when he speaks
from the L al Masjid,
everyone listens. The
maulana’s goal is cear he
wants to run Lal Maszjid
once again with some
maney and buliding plots
thrown InThe questions
rmost Pakistanis are asking
im: “why is that man still
bothering us? The gues-
tien the state is asking is,
“how can the maulana be
persuaded fo leave the Lal
Masfid without & big
drama?  Rather than
telling him that insurgents
don't gel compensation,
the state has been offering
a parcel of land
inlslamabad to build a
replacement Jamia Haf sa,
Courtesy the economic

Sindh Police take body of 'raped'
madrassa student into custody

KARACHI: Sharafi Goth
Palice took the body of a 12-
year-gid boy, who wes &
madrassa student and sus-
pected of being raped, into
custody and shifted It to

vigited him for a follow-up
check-up on Monday, adding
that following this, the child
wes taken o Indus Hospital,
where goclors declared |'s
condition unstable Knan

Jinnah

Postgraduate
Medical Centre (JPMC) mor-
tuary on Manday night

However, Wali Khan, the
administrator  of  Jamia
lslamia Usman Bin Affan
madrassa. where the boy
studied, has denied allegs-
tions. According to Khan, the
boy. I*, was sulfering from
fever for the past four days
and wag laken o @ chnlc
nearby the madrassa, He
said the doctor at the clinic
refarred Centra after they

clabmed that the boy was
taken to Indus Hospital at
8:15pm and dectors con-
firmed his death at 10.30pm.
However, doclors at the hos-
pital  later  approached
Zaman Tewn Police and
issued a8 letter stating that |
wes elready dead when
Braught 1o the hospital and
that It was suspected thal he
was raped sakd
Knan Zaman Town Police
informed Sharafi Goth Police
about the incident, after

which the latter took the
body Into custody and shifi-|
ed it to JFMC morfusry.
According  to JPMC
Medico-Legal  Officar D]
Ajjaz, the report issued by
the Indus Hospital stated
that | died of cardiac armest,
He further said thal post-|

| mortem of the bady, which

was yet to be conducled,
would be carried out in the
presence of a famidly memer

| belonged to Upper Dirl
and was |earning Cluran by
heart at the madrassa, said
Khan, adding thal the boy's
father worked in  Saudi
Arabia and was informed of]
the death.Dismissing allega-
fiors that | was raped, he
went on te sy thet 150 siu-
dents from Karachi and eight
from othar parts of Pakistan
wera sludying and residing
at the madrassa, whera they
were well looked afler He
sald that he were 10 be
hanged publicly if it was
proved that | was in fact]
raped and those responsibla
for the offence were 10 be
punished according to the|
law,

Pakistan Machine Tool Factory
employees unpaid for four months

KARACHE; For the last four
manthe, over 700 employess
at Pakistan Machine Tool
Factory (PMTF) have gone
without their salaries, even
though the stale-run fools
manufacturing unit repostedy
completed contracts  worth
Rs7.5 bilion in 2019 The
management considers us io
be deaf and dumb They have
forsaken us' complasned
PMTF workers' Liberal Union

general  secretary  Mairg)
Ahmed. "We ane struggling fo
rmake ends mest and feed our
farnilies while they are feasting
in alr-conditioned
rooms,"According to Ahmed,
the employees were working
daily shifts of eight hours or
fanger, but were stil nat being
paid for their work in a letter 1o
Prima Ministar Imran Khan, the
Liberal Union appeated (o the
premier ta order the payment

of their dues immediately,
painting out that the situation
had feft them unable to feed
iheir families. pay for uilities or
medicnes and even cover
their chidren's school fees
“The matier has brought work-
ars o the wese of suicide”
states fhe letier Meanwhile,
former PMTF managing direc-
tor Shaukat Khawaja, who
stepped down fam his position
on Monday,

Slndh to levy tax
ground, surface water
for commercial use

KARACHI. The Sindh
cabinet gave a nod to
finalise the "Sindh Water
Act 2020, under which
taxes would be imposed
on the use of ground and
surface water for com-

nies,” an official privy to
the development told The
Express Tribune. Anathar
official working In a local
government department
maintained thal under-
ground waler worth bil-

mercial purposes, during
a cabinet meeting on
Tuesday, The decision
was made in light of a
court order, which came
after the dissolution of
the on water

lions of rupees is being
extracted by various min-
eral and soft drink com-
panies. He said thal the
i@l pricing of Rs1 per
fitre tax on extracted

and senitation in Sindh.
Dwring the cabinst meet-
ing, chaired by Sindh
Chief Minister (CM) Syed
Murad Al Shah, It was
decided thal a committes
would be formed under
the supervision of the CM
to review the law.

Sindh chief secretary,
local gowernment minis-
ter, [rrigation  minister,
agriculture minister and
public health minister are
o be included as mem-
bers in the commitiee
that will review the law
and send it fo the law
department for vetting,
*The committes may form
& separate body to regu-
fate  the matters of
groundwater, which was
being extracted by many
bottiod  water  compa-

was  pro-
posed at the mesting,
and it was decided that
the revenue collected
would be  distributed
among water and sewer-
age boards across the
province According  to
Water Ald Pakistan Policy
and Advocay Manager
Madeem Ahmed, large
amount of water is also
wasted from tube wells,
which run round the
clock, extracling waler
unnecessarily, “People
have now installed solar
tube walls, meaning that
thay are abla to run it the

whole day,” he main-
tained. According  to
Ahmed, the governmant

must impose a tax on
tlube wells and task local
authorities to  monitor
his

Sindh Govt to purchase of
5,000 COVIDO-19 testing kits

KARACHI: Sindh Chist
Minister [CM) Syed Murad Ali
Shah has ordered the rese-

According Private
Schools  Registrar  Rafia
Jdaved. three leams visited 50

told.
Sindh chief secretary said
that he was comesponding

vant officials fo purch
5,000 coronavirus testing
kils, while chairing a cabinet
meeting on Tuesday, follow-
Ing the confirmation of sec-
ond coronavirus case in
Karachi and surfacing of mul-
liple: suspecied cases
According fo the CM, so
far, 53 tests for coronavirus
cages from Singh have been
conducted, of which only fwo
have been confirmed.
Addressing the mesting,
the CM also said, *[Tha] gov-
emment has released Rs 100
million for adopting preven-
tive measures and lo deal
willh any emesgencies [per-
taining to  coronavirus

CASes)

He said that a tasklarce
was formed 1o deal with
problam ai the tme of the
confirmation of the first case
and meeting had been held
regulary since than. *| have
been holding taskforce meat-
Ings, in which &l relevant
authorities  and  officials,
inciuding airport and aviation
officials, Federal
Inveshigation Agency,
National Database and
Registration Authorily and
World Health Organisation
representatives,  besides
doctors participate.

The CM sharad with the
meeling that isolation wards,
houging 118 bads, had bean
established at nine haspitals
across Sindh

Schools' reglstration
suspendedMeanwhile, regis-
trafion of 30 privale schools
in Bindh was suspended far
wiotating Sindh government's
order 1o remain closed il
March 13, amid fear of croe-
navirug spread

schools i Karachl and sus-
pended the registrations of
18 of them for vialating gov-
emment orders, adding that
altagether 118 schools ware
vigited by the inspection
teams in the provinge.

On Monday, registration
of 58 private schoals was
suspanded for tha same rea-
son, Taskforce meeting

Later, al a coronavirus
taskforce mesting, tha CM
was infarmed that eight sam-
ples were sent far screening
from Sindh on Tuesday, and
sx of them ware declared
negative, Meanwhie, resulis
for two remaining cases are
awaited. Besdes, four sam-
ples ware sent for testing on
Manday and all of them were
cleared of infection.

The CM was also lold that
2,534 pilgrime from Sindh
had &ft for Iran and 764 of
them had returned over the
past 14 days. All of them
were quarantined but none
showed any symploms of
COVID-19, the meeling was

with the Balochistan govern-
ment and steps wera aken
to ensure (hal all pilgrims
arriving from Iran were piop-
arly screaned at Taftan.

Al this, the CM remarked
that the situation was under
control as (he gowernment
had taken strict measures.

llega! entry

However, conlradicting
these asserlions. a willager
from  Shikarpur  District
ciaimed on Tuesday that af
least 50 persons from Iran
had returned 1o his willage
without being screened any-
where,

Commenting ¢ the mat-
ter. a health depariment
spokesparson Meeran
Yousul said, “If seems that
these persons  anterad
[Pakistan] illagalty."

The provincial health
department has contacted
the federal government an
the isswe and has raquested
it io keep strict check on the
lliegal entry of people fram
fran to Pakistan,




Kaa'achl Chairman District Councu Karachi Salman Abduliah Murad inaugu-
rating de\relopmerrt scheme.
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Mukesh Kumar Chawla

KARACHI MARCH 05:
Sindh Ministar for Excise
and Taxation & Narcolics
Centrol and Parliamentary

Affairs  Mukesh Kumar
Chawla has asked the offi-
cers to their

asks to boost-up efforts
for recovery of dues

Registration Wing was
reviawed in detail. He
directed  the

Pakistan Head of Mission called on
minister hydraulic, sanitation

Mr Ahmed All Sirohey
Head of Mission Pakistan
in Niger republic called on
M Gaan Sabo  Moctar

ation to provide sweel

water to rural population
He further added that water
level fs very low in desert

built 10 store water during
rainy season. The water
supply and power can be
dene through solar energy.

Director Computer-l MRW

to cooperate  with all
Daputy Dufectnrs!ETGs in

afforts for tha recovery of
Government's dues
regarding maotar vehicle
tax  from Government,
Semi-Government,
Autonomous Bodies and
QOrganizations  and  no

Karachi: Hassina Moin addressing press regarding of First Women
Conference at Arts Council of Pakistan.

Karachi: PPP Mununly wing Wing rambered Shahbaz Bham on his 9th
death anniversary, Former president of PPP Mincrity Wing Mushtag Matto
addressing the ceremony.

President MAJU asked not to
misuse of social media

Pressdent
Mohammad  Ali  Jinnah
University, Karachi (MAJLY)
Prof. Dr. Zubair Shaikh
asked the sludents that pro-
jecting any good work in
negalive way on social
media be aveided, every
academic instiution is faken
as Mother of knowledge and
no child propagate aganst
her mather even in case of
displeasure. He also asked
the stedents io use social
media for the encourage-
ment of good work and
things because negative
propagands also damage
their own personality.
This he stated while he

was addressing to a mest-
ing on proper use of social
el for the image bullding
of the institution =t
University campus, yester-
day which was atended by
all  Deans, Heads of
Deparments, Direclor aca-
demics and Diractor, QEC.
Curing  the  meating
President, MAJU directed
the Social media team of the
University to play an active
role for image building cam-
paign through social media
and to update website of
the university regularly. He
aleo directed to organize
workshaps and seminars on
he importance of social

madia to discourage its neg-
ative use among studants.
He alsa  asked to invite
experienced and profes-
slonal experts to address
the seminar and workshop
at MAJL for the proper gud-
ance of our sludents,

He further emphasized
that students may elso be
told about the imgorance of
self respect, time manage-
ment and 1o follow high
moral and social values i
the society In arder 1o bang
a good name of their institu-
tion, nation and the country
while entering into thair
practcal life

Airlines rush to boost demand as
coronavirus shreds standard crisis
management strategy

CHICAGO/SYDNEY:
The rapid spread of coron-
avirus cases worldwide is
complicating a  standard
strategy used by airines
when disease, disaster or

conflict hif travel destina-

tions. ~ lawer fares and redi-
rect flights 1o trouble-fres
angas For now, Some air-
lines have resorted 10 Sug-
pending chenge fees for
new licke! reservalions in
the hope of winning over
hesdant travellers until it
becomes clear whers coro-
navirgs  ouibregks  are
lecalised and which routes
could benefit from price
drops While  lower faras
have proven effective in the
past in reviving demand,
aviation consultant Samuel
Engel said. “The packst-
book only works so far
against emaotion ™

The coronavirus, which
emerged in the central
Chinese cily of Wuhan late
|ast year, has spread around
the world, with more new
CISES NOW apueenng out-

side China than inside.

JetBlus Airways Corp,
which does not fiy to Asia,
was the first aifne to launch
free rebooking options fast
week, as it became clear
that cases were not isolated
lo China. JeiBlug pulled
together and announced its
plan in & matter of hours,
President Joanna Geraghty
told Reuters. "W tried to pit
ourselves in the shoes of
our cusiomers and think
about what we would wari if
we were, for example, boek-
ing & sprng-break frig Aght
now,” Geraghty seid

U5 majors have since
foliowed suit with varying

waivers on change fees for
new resernvations 1o many
destnations. a switch froma
previous policy that covered
anly pre-booked flights fo
areas ﬂ&[ﬂﬂﬁl hit by tha

In Latin

lzthargic attitude will be
tolerated in thes regard.
This he said while presid-
ing over a meeting here in
his office foday. Secrefary
Excise and Taxation &
Narcoties Control Abdul
Halim Shaikh, Director
General ET & NC Shoaib
Ahmed Siddigui, Additional
Director Admn/MWR Nasir
Effand and other officers
also allended the meeting.
In the meeting overall
performance of the Deputy
Directors/Excise and
Taxalion Officers of Motor

q com-
puterlzed data. Provincial
minister for ET & NC &
Parllamentary Affairs
Mukesh Kumar Chawla
also directed to launch
Road Checking Campaign
to nab the tax defauliing
vehicles. He added, '
Recovery of the faxes is
very Important and i
shews the performance of
the afficars as well and we

must  come  upto  the
expectations of the peo-
pla’.

Mukesh Kumar Chawla

Minister hydraulic and san-
itation. They discussed
issues of mutual interest,
The minister briefed the
envay aboul the waler
issues in Niger He sdded
that presenl government
was relentlessly working Lo
solve water and sanitation
issues. He Said that Niger
being the desert country
neads inbernational cooper-

villages. He reguested to
philanthropists fram
Pakistan to come forward
to help thirsly pecpls

The envoy assured him
of all possible support fram
Pakistan embassy  He
informed him that water
can be provided to rural
aregs by rain harvesting
technigue. Small dams
near bigger villages can be

The reverse o0smosis
plants can be run on solar
energy. He shared experi-
ance of Thar desert where
RO plants ara sucocasshully
working.  The  minister
appreciated the inpul and
asked for further detalis in
this regard. The envoy
agsured him of the provi-
sion of details at the earli-
st

Private Sectors’ Initiatives with SDGs

Appreciated

saud that during last fiscal (Karachi 25 February Ms  Nuzhat Shirin
year Sindn Excize | 2020) “The activities of Chalrperson Sindh
Department d | busi i in G iesion on Status of

more than 100% tax recov-
ery and hopefully this year
too we would also achieve
mora than gur tax targets,
he concluded

KARACHI: The Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI), in a state-
ment issued, advised all its
members 10 renew helr
KCC! membership by March
31st, 2020 in arder to svoid
any incomveniance

The process of member-
ship renewsl is currently
underway at the Karachi
Chamber for the year 2020-
21 eand a3 per Trade

KCCI members
advised to get

membership renewed
by March 31, 2020

membership  of Karachi
Charniber shall expire on 31-
03-2020 thus all members
must get their membership
renewed on or before 31-03-
2020 by submitting pre-
scribed  membership  fag
aiong with prool of fifing of
last income fax and sales
tax retums, if epplicable,
KCCIl cautioned that in
case an existing mermbar
could not get the member-

Organizations Act 2013, the
last date for renewal of
membership & 31t Manch
2020

The  Chamber has
already nfimated its mem-
bers through letter, emall
and SMS service that the

ship renewed on o before
34st March 2020, histher

membership  shall cease
automnatically and 1o
become KOOI member
again, they will have to go
through the entire re-admis-
Sion process,

Karachi March 5!
Minister  for  Human
Resourcese and  Special
Development Ghulam
Murlaza Baloch has said
that action will be laken
againsi those involved in
paisoning and polluting the.
Makir river [ Nadi} so that

America, Peruvian low-cost
carmier Viva A was holding
a  board mesting on
Wednesday to  discuss
measures, Decian Ryan,
Executive Chairman of the
board of directors, fold
Reuters But with none of the
affers s far guaranimeding
maney-back refunds. trav-
ellers say the policies are
not enough.

°l understand that thers
are a lot of guestion marks
right now for the mdusiry on
how this will unfold, but |
don't feel like there's & truly
customer-friendly policy out
hese,” sad Amanda Elman-
Kol of Chicago, who has
put an hold plans for a fami-
Iy trip to Europe in August

Declining demand to fy
abread is net limited to US
travefiers. Intermational trav-
el to the Unided States will
fall 8% over the next fhree
months amid coronavirus
concemns, the  largest
decline since the 2007-2008
financial crisis

complaints of Malirs famm-
ers can be resolved. He
said this foday while talk-
ing to Murtaza Wahab
Advisar 1o CM Sindh on
Law and Environment here
in his office today. On this
occasion Member

Hatlenal Assembly
Sardar Jam Abdul Karim
Jokhig, Aabadghar Master
Siddique Baloch, MNoor
Hassan Jokhio were also
present Provingial
Minister Ghulam Muriaza
Baloch and MNA Sardar
Jam Abdul Karim Jokhio
informed the Advisor on
Environment  about  the
loss of agricultural lands

Action will be taken against
polluters of Malir Nadi,
Says Murtaza Baloch

due to ervironmantal pollu-
tion to the settiers on the
Inclusion of wastewater
from  other  factories,
Including the Nagorl State
in the Mabr River (Madi)
Advisor to CM Sindh an
Enviranment Murtaza

Wahab assured Prowvincial

Minister Ghulam Murtaza
Baloch that action would
be taken against those
wha were found invalved in
polluting was  Malir river
and steps would also be
taken to prevent poliution.

Murtaza Wahab said
that Sindh govemment is
with the farmers of Malir
and action will be taksn
againsl those who add
waste water o lhe river
Malir, Provincial Minister
Ghulam Murtaza Baloch
thanked Advisor to CM
Sindh for his assurance
and hoped that his actions
would improve the situa-

tion so0n.

Pakistan and the initiatives
been taken to develop the
community of practice
ambracing UNGC princi-
ples and S0Gs implemean-
tations is commendable.
The Thal company and
their supply chain operat-
ing in Pakistan should
develop partnerships with
Pakistani companies for
leaming from each ofher

and

Women, while speaking on
this occasion as the Guest
of Honor, emphasized
upen the need fo work on
improving the status of
rural women in Sindh who
were facing serious chal-
lenges of survival and
livelihood, She  further
expressed the hope that
the private sector can play
very significant role in

the fivelihood

experiences.”
This was stated by His
Excellency Khun Thatree

Chauvachata, Consul
General of Thalland at
Karachi who was epeaking
as the Chiaf Guest at tha
Business  Sustainability
Moot and Living the Global
Compact  Sustainability
Best Practices Award 2019
organized by  United
Nations Giobal Compact
Metwork Pakistan in col-
laboration with Employers’
Federation of Pakistan &
Hoted Marriott Karachi,
The Consul General
stated that the initiative of
recognizing the compa-
nigs demonslramsg best

and employment issues of
rural women by

secior in implemanting
50Gs and expressed the
hope that they will move
forward to build up this
energy and parinership
alss with the Governmant
s0 that the Global goals
end tergets can  be
achieved. A brief video
presentation on the annual
activities of the Global
Compact Network
Pakistan was made by Ms.
Nuzhat Jahan.

The Nestls case siudy

on  Social  Inclusive
Approaches by \‘FE\‘eiclplng
‘Wornen

ing emall scale eninepﬁ
neurship  opportunities
which  will i

creating shared valua was
praseme:l by Dr.
Reh fol-

contribute to improving
their status and also allevi-
ating them from lils of

poverty.
Mr. Majyd Az
President Emplayers’

Federation of Pakistan
and Soulh Asian forum of
employers (SAFE) in his
address on ihe pccasion
lauded the efforts of Ine
private seclor in respond-
ing fo the call of UNs in
implementing SDGs but
stressed upon the need to
streamling and dissemi-
nate the initiati and the

UNGC pnuclples and
SDGs is highly commend-
able as il demonsirates
how intensively the private
sector is involvad in play-
ing its pivetal rele in help-
ing the Government lo
achieve the SDGs 2030
target

He also Informed the
audignce thal Thailand
attaches great importance
to the concept of sustain-
able development which
has bong laken roots in the
country. Thailand has
been guided by
Sufficiency Economy
Policy (BEP} and tha
National Commission for
Susteinable Development
(S50}, chaired by the
Prime  Minister himsalf,
has undertzken several
steps for SDGs Implemen-
tationg including establish-
ing coordinating body for
each of the SDGs formu-
|ating road maps for all the
17 SDGs. The Chief Guest
also stressed upon the
need for collaboration
between the  Global
Compact Networks of the
two countries for strength-
ening fthe Government
offorts to achieve the
SDGs. He appreciated the
role of UM Global Compact
Network of Pakistan and
Employers Federation of
Pakiztan as the employ-
ers' represantative body 1o
provide leadership fo the
private sector in integrat-
ing their efforts for aligning
their strategies with S0DGs.

activates taken by the gov-
emment  in achieving
5DGs goals and fargets
and connect them with fhe
initiatives of the private
secton He said that strong
public private parnerships
must be build and encour-
aged for mega projects
particularly those relating
1o alleviating poverty and
hunger and the decent
work., He said that there
was a need for more
extensive invalvement of
the business sector in the
Ehsas and  Kamiyab
Nojawan programs initiste
by the Government of
Pekistan. He congratulat-
ed the UN Giobal Compact
Network Pakistan for moti-
wating the private sector in
aligning their strategies
with S0Gs and said that It
wat a matter of pride that
the Global Compact
Hetwork Pakistan  was
being hosted and support-
ed by Employers'
Federation of Pakistan in
the true spirit with which
UNGC was Initiated 20
years baefore in the United
Nations

Earlier, Mr Ansanullah
Khan, Presidenl Global
Compact Metwark,
Pakistan and Mr. Fasihul
Karim Siddiqui, Executive
Director Global Compact
Network Pakistan, in their
remarks highlighted the
activities of UN Giobal
Compact Metwark
Pakistan, appreciated the
efforts of tha business

lowed hy a highly captive
présantation by Mr. Sohail
Zandani on the topic of
Taking Stock: Resetting
our Collactive Ambitions to
deliver on the SDGs

Presentation on
Breakihrough Innovations
from Champion
Gompanies whera made
by Mr. Saiman Zakir of
FARCOD and Ms Asma of
Artistic Milliners Private
Limited.

A key note presentation
on Reset Ambition- from
CEOD to Activist- Adopt the
City was made by Mr
Saleem Qureshl CEOQ
HiraLabs.

Two highly Interactive
panel discussion session
where moderated by Mr.
Zubair Anwer Bawany. The
one on the topic of TECH
4 Good = An Insight, an
idea was particpated by
Mr. Faisal Mamsa, Mr
Roger Bayal and Mr.
Saquib Ejez Hussain. The
second panel on the topic
of The Road 1o Gender
Parity 2030: Tha Female
Quotient was participated
by Ms. Uzma AL-Karim,
Ms. Fakhira Rizwan and
Ms. Hina Khuwaja Bayat.

Later on, Living the
Global  Compact  Best
Practices  Sustainability
Award 2018 were con-
ferred on the winning com-
panies by Ms  Muzhat
Shirin and  Mr. lkram
Sehgal

The participants were
led by the Chiel Guest and
the Guests of Honor to
walk towards and sign the
Pakistan Reshaping ihe
Mext Decade Pledge Wall
2030.

The event was followed
by the Annual General

Meeting of the Global
Compact Metwork
Pakistan

The meeting was con-
cluded by a vote of thanks
presented by Mr Zaki A
Khan, Wice President
Employers” Federation of
Fakistan and Chief Event
Coordinatar.
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'An honour for women peacekeepers to
work under UN flag, wear blue berets'

MNew York: A female officer of the
Pakigtan Army has sald it ks an hon-

ances and services rendered.
Blue helmets from Pakistan have

Fakistan hava won numerous acco-
lades, including tributes a1 the UN

our for women peacekeepers 1o work  a long and storied history with United  and medals for exceptional perfarm-
under the United Nations flag and Mations peacekeeping missions and ances and services rendered

wear the famous blus berets for
peace and siability.

“Working  uncer  the United
Matians flag and wesaring a blus beret
for peace and stabilty in the
Democratic Republic of Gongo s an
honour for women peacekeepars,”
said Major Samia Rehman,

‘Waorking for the United Nations |
Organisation Stabilisation Mission in |
Maj |
Rehman conducts intelligence, sur- =
vellance and reconnaissance mis- |

DR Congn  (MONUSCO)

sions for air cperations.

In 2019, Major Samia Rehman
was awarded a certificate of appreci-
atlan by the special of

UN  Secretsry-General  Antonio
Guterres.

78 Pakistan Army women peace-
kespers serving with distinction
across the world

Currently, TE Pakistan Army
WOMEN [eacekeepers a%e serving
under he umbrella of the UM in vani-
ous roles across the wordd.

The country alse achleved the
goal of 15pc women participation in
UN peacekeeping missions in early
2019

Pakisian Army women peacs-
kespars are serving as part of
Female Engagement Teams (FETs)
and a3 siaff officers at vanous head-
quarters, Pakistan was also the first
country to daploy female engage-
ment teams to Congo an June 18,
2018

So far, around 450 women peace-
keepars from Pakistan have sarved
in UN missions,

The women pescekeepers from
Pakistan have won numerous acco-
lades, mchuding tributes af the UN
and medats for exceptional parform-

the counlry is the third-largest con-
tributer of parsonnel since participa-
tion began in 1960,

Confinuing this proud tradition of
the Pakistani armed forces, 78
Pakistan Army women peacekeepers
are serving under the umbrells of the
UN in various roles across the world,

The country atso achieved the
goal of 15pc women parficipation in
UN peacekeaping missions in early
2018, Pakistan Army women peace-
keepers are serving as part of
Fernala Engagement Teams (FETs)
and as staff officers at varicus head-
quarters. Pakistan was also the first
country to deploy female engage-
ment teams to Conge on June 19,
2019,

Agart from twe female engage-
mant teams in Congo, a third feam
would commence cperations from
March in the Central African
Republic

Sa far, around 450 women peasce-
keepers from Pakistan heve served
in LN missions.

The women peacekespers from

In 2019, Major Samia Rehman
wae awarded a cenificate of apprack-
afion by the spsmal representative of
UN | Antonio

Sfabilisation  Mission  in  the
Demacratic  Republic of Conge
(MONUSCO), were awarded the UN
Medal at a ceremony in Adikivy
South Kivu.

This team of 15 female officars,
who serve al the ranks of Major and
Captain, was stetioned there in June
bast year, marked by the raising of
Pakistan's Nlag at the mission

The officers inclede psycholo-
gists, stress counsellors, vocational
fraining officers, gender advisors,
doctars, neses, aperations officers,
infarmation officers and logistics off-

(==

The MONUSCO peacekeeping
mission said In 3 press release that
another 17 female officers will join
them this month

Foliowing this achievement, fop
United Siates diplomat Alice Wells
said she was inspired by Pakistani
wamen serving in the United Mations

Guterres - who Is due in the country
on a historic visit commencing an
February 16.

Wajor Aroof Arif was appreciatad
as the anly female officer for parfici-
pating in the grualing Dancon March
— a taxing 25km march in five hours.
Ancther Pakistani officer, Major
Sadia, Is a proud member of the UN
Integrated Training Team for the last
two years,

Simdarly, other female officers
have alsa excelled with 39 trained in
the Centre for Intemational Peace

and Stability (CIPS) - by

mission n Conge

The US dgplomal akse look to
social media and lauded the
Pakistani women for serving with
“distinction’ in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

UM secretary-general ko arrive on
four-day  wisiUnited  Natlons
Secretary-General (UNSG) Antonio
Guterres will be visiting Pakistan
fram February 16 to 19 during which
e will attend an intemational confer-
ence an Afghan refugess and deliver
his key note address Pakistan, n col-
taboration with the: UNHCR, is organ-

Pakistan to share lls experience and
promola best practices in peace-
keeping — and 23 famale aitaining
the requiste traming in other interna-
tional institulions of repute.

Earher this menth, members of
the first-ever Pakistani Female
Engagement Team {FET), deplayed
with the Uinited Natans Organisation

tsing the 18
mark the 40-year-long stay of hun-
dreds of thousands of Alghan
refugees in the country on February
17 and 18,

The UNSG will also call on
President Dr Arf Alvi and Prime
Minister Imran Khan, besides holding
meeting with Foreign Manister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court {LHC) on
Wednesday turned dawn a plea of PML-N
Purjab President Rana Sanauliah o restrain the
Maficnal Accountabiity Buraaw (MAB) from teking
any coercive measures aganst him in an Inguicy
iniliated against him in assats beyond means
casa

However, the divisiona! bench headed by Justice
Ali Begar Najefi restrained NAB from illegal
harassment of petticner Sanauliah and issued
notice ta MAB which sought pera-wise
comments.

The former law minisler had challenged NABR's
inquiry In LHC which guestionad the

LHC restrains NAB from illegally
harassing Rana Sanaullah

Judge Shakir Hasean fixed the dete of March 7
lo frame charges agains! Sanaullah and four
wthers in the cass.

The PML-N leader hes been damanding access
I the foolage, which eccording fo Minister of
State of Narcotics Control Shehryar Khan Afridi
and the ANF director genaral showed him
handing over harcin to the authorities al the time
of his amest

Qn January 18, the court had reserved its
decizion aver the MNA's plea seeking the
relaase of his wehicle on Supardarn

Sanaullah, who served as the Punjab faw
mirester during e previous PML-N government

investigation of acquiring assets by twa
under two o i

Sanaullah's plea for access lo anes! foalage
darmisged

In his patition. Sanaullah claimed that all the
asaels which are owned by him, his family
members and other relalives have allegedly
been found to have been acquired through
narcetics trade. A challan has sincs been
submitted and the proceedingz are pending
befare he ‘Speclal Court' canstiuled under the
Gontrod of Narcotics Substance Ac, 1957

But ancther inguiry by National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) has been started on the same
assets under the allegation of having been
acquired thiough cormuption of comupl praclices
which ia tertarmount fo the mackeny of the law
Hs prayed upon the court that assumption of
ctian, ssuance o impugred cal up nolices

China reports fall in new coronavirus cases for
third day, 38 more deaths

BEWING: China on Wednesday
reported 38 more deaths from the
niew coronavirus but a fall in fresh
cases for a thind consecutive day.
The death toll nationwide is now
2,981, the National Health
Commission said, with more than
80.200 people infectad in total.
There were 115 new cases in cen-
tral Hubel pravince — the epicentre
where the virus first emerged in
Decamber last year = and anly
four elsewhere in the country.

The figures in Chira have gemer-
ally been declining In recent
weeks as a series of draconian
quaraniine measures seem 1o be
paying off

Fifth coronavirus case confirmed
in Pakistan

But there are mounting concems.
aboul infections being broughl
back into the country from other
global hotspats.

In lotal there have been 13 con-
firmed cases of the virus bemng
imported to the mainland - all in
Chinese nationals returning from
QUErseas,

Quarantine measures have been
put in place on people amving in
Beijing, Shanghai and southemn
Guangdong provinee from virus-
hit countries.

The number of suspected infec-
tions in China fedl to the lowes!
level since late January, at 520

cases — down from nearly 28,000
suspected cases reported in early
Fabruary.

Itatizn naﬂuﬂaﬁs in India

Al least 16 ltakan nationals in
Indsa tested positive for coron-
avirus, New Delhi's heatth minister
said on Wednesday, as the total
number of cases in the country
rose sharply to 28,

An lalian had tested positive far
the wvirus in the western desert
state of Rajasthan, a health official
said Tajlkistan asks Muslims to
pray at home because of
coronayvirusThe government of
mostly Muslim Tajikistan asked its

cifizens ta avoid going to mosques
for Friday prayers as a precaution
against the spread of coronawvirus,
though the Central Asian nation

has not reported any cases so far
A spokesperson for the state com-
mittes on religious affairs wrote on
Facebock that there was no out-
right ban on mosque attendance,
but such a measure was on the
table after several imams asked
for it. The nation of @ million peaple
bordering China and Afghanistan
has shut its border to clizens from
both neighbours as wall as South
Kesea, Iran and Haly,

Japanese coronavirus infections

reach 1,000

The number of confirmed coron-
avirus infections in Japan reached
the 1,000 mark on Wednesday, as
the govemnment reiterated that
plans to host the Tokyo Summer
Olymples In July remained an
track.

South Korea adds 142 more coro-
navirus cases

The government’s top spokespear-
son said thal Japan would go
ahead in preparing to host the
Dlympics as planned, amid spec-
ulation they could be postponed
because of the coronavirss threat
“We would sieadily proceed with
our preparations while closely
coordinating with the 10C (the

and r.mnaeﬂnga i pursuanca thareof be kindly
daclarad a5 male-fide, flegal end without lawful
autharity and the same be guashed

An anb-narcotics coun on Salurtay dismizsed
bwa petitions filed by PML-N Punjab Prasident
MNA Rang Sanavliah — one seeking access 1o
the footage of his arrest by the Anti-Narcofics
Force (ANF) in July last year and the second for
the return of his confiscated wehicle in whech
hergin was alegedly found,

The court also rejecied the proseculion's pestian
for day-to-day proceedings of the drugs
possassion case agamst the PML-N leadar.

ard knewn for his tough talk, was amested by fhe
ANF on July 1, 20149 from the lslamabad-Lahare
maloeway near Sukhekl, Feur others including
hls drver and security quard were 50 nabbed
Afridi, at & news conference with ANF DG Major
General Arif Malik, had maintained that 15
kilagrammes of herain were recovered from
Sanauliah's possession and there was foolage
which would be submitted to the caurf as
auidence.

Thee PML-N leader remained in detention of the
ANF for over six months as the anti-narcotics
special court twice rejected his bail patition.

In Awgust, Digirict and Sessions Judge Masood
Arshad was forced o stop the hearing of case in
the middle of the procesdings much ta the
surprise of everyona present in tha court

The judge szid he received a Whatshap
message that he had been Iransterred 1o the
Lahora High Court evan though tha court had nat
Esued eny nofificaian of the judge’s repatrialion
at that time.In Decamber fast year, the Lahore
High Court granted him ball on tae suraty bonds.
warth Rs1 million each

Sanaullah hes conzistently denied the charge
and denounced fhe case against him as being
Tabeicaled” and ‘polilicaly mallvalisd”.

Inhis pefition, alleged that he was implicated in &
fake case. He submitted that the FIR of the
incklent was registered under 8-C, 15 and 17 of
the Control of Marcolics Substances Acl with a
deday, which made it dubious

ISLAMABAD: The Central Davelopmant
Working Parly {CDWP) an Tuesday
approved seven projects werth Rs12.23
billion and recommended five other

“|schemes worth Rs158.23 billion 1o the

Executive Commitiee of National Economic

PTI govt approves seven projects
worth Rs12.2b

Twa projects related to science and
technalegy were also presented. A project
titled Advanced Skills Davelopment through
International Scholarships (Phase-|) warth
Rs12.4 billion was recommended to Ecnec
'lne secal-d prajact of F'ak Unwernlty af

Council { Ecnec) for
1ne meeting was presided over by Planning

Dlympic C itts
and the organising committee,”
Chiel Cabine? Secretary Yoshihide
Suga said at a regular news con-
ference.

Siill, there are worries the Games
could be postponed or even can-
celled. Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe has asked schools fo
ciose this month, companies are
encouraging employees o work
from home and spording evenis
are being cancelled or played in
emply arenas.

Olympies host city Tokyo has sean
40 cases, while infections have
been confimed as far south as
DOkinawa

Centre decides against taking administrative
control of JPMC, NICVD and NICH

KARACH!; The federal govesnmant
has decided agains! taking adminis-
tratwe control of three major hospi-
tals in Sindh namely Jinnah
Posigraduate  Medical Centre
(JPMC), Mational Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (NIGVD)
and National Instdute of Child
Health (NICH]

The decision was taken during the
waakly fedaeral cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Imran
Hhan ¢n Tueaday.

In & etatement lesued on
Wednesday, provincial Minister of
Health and Poputation Welfare Dr
Azra Pachuho exprassed the Sindh
govemnment’'s gratitude on  tha
Cantre's decision”Sindh has always
worked towards senving its people
and will keep doing so,” she eaid.
“These three hospitals are one of
our biggest eccomplishments and
we have invested billions of rupees
in upliting and upgrading these
three hospitals and we bope we will
be able to make these facilities bet-
ter than they are at the moment.”
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (FT1}
govemment had taken over the

tensions with the Pakistan Peoples
in Sindh.

run JPMC, NICVD and NICH,

Party (PFF) o
In his last \nsn 1o the provincial cap-

. unhappy &t being
passed around, JPMC doctors
handed the authorties an ultmatum

Ital, PM Imran held talks with Sindh

sef Minister Syed Murad Al Shah
over issues including the inspector
generad of police and the adminis-
trative confral of the hospitats,
Murad dlaimed that the premier told
him the Centre wouldn't be able to
run the hespitals and had given the

major hospitals |ast year,

go-ahead 1o Sindh to

early February to either farm a com-
mites 1o resolve th*The doclors of
JPMC have been In trouble since
the 18th Amendment We were
handed over to the Sindh govern-
mant and now we ara baing put
under the federal government,” sakd
Dr lgbal Afridi

He peinted out that the doctors, whe
were the main stakehokders, had not
been consulted during the process,
adding that it affected patients and
medical students as well. The feder-
&l government has decided against
taking administrative control of three
major hospitals In Sindh namely
Jinnah  Postgraduate  Medical
Cenire {JFPMC), National Institute of
Cardiovastular Diseases (MICVD}
and Nafional Institute of Child
Health (MICH) The decision was
taken dunng the weekly fedaral cab-
inet meeting chaiwed by Prime
Minkster Imran Khan on Tuesday

In a statement issued on
‘Wednesday, provincial Minister of
Health and Population Welfare Cr
Azra Pachuho the Sindh
govemment's gratitede on  the
Cenire's decision®Sindh has always
worked towards senving 3 people
and will keep doing so,” she said,
“These three hospitals are one of
ouf Baggest accomplishments and
we have imvested bilkons of rupees.
in uplifting and upgrading these
three hospitals and we hopa we will
e able to make these faciities bet-
ter than they are at the moment.”

Deputy Chairman Mohammad
Jwanzeh Khan, Prn]ecls veiated In Bnary,
higher ed

g ing and E
warth Rs3.2 billian was appraved in the
migeling.
Five projecis related 1o transporiation and
were ted. The

science and technology, transpart and
and waler WEIE

presentad in the maeting.

An energy project for power

canstrection of a road from Magar Sharif to
Suntsar worth Rs1.256 billion was appraved
b)' the COWP. The revised project

from the 880-megawalt Lucky Elactric coal-
fired power plant al Port Qasim worth Rs1.3
billion was approved by the COWE.

The objective of the project is Lo link the
BEOMW powsr plant with the national grid
sysiem for electricity transmission fo
upcountry load cenires by construcling a
500-kilovalt double-circuit fransmission
ling. Twe projecis related 1o higher
educafion were presented in the meeting
The establishment of the Nallunal Cenire of
Indusirial @i gy for thae

lion of a 54km-long and

four-metre wide single carriageway with the
provisian of twa-mefre wide shoulders fram
Magar Sharif to Suntsar in Gwadar district,
The dualisation and rehabilifation of DG
Khan-0l Khan section (208 18 km) worlh
Rs53.4 billion was referred 1o Ecnec. The
main objective ol the project is (he
construction of addifional twa lanes and
widening/rehabilitation of the existing twa-
lane carriageway of DG Khan-DI Khan
section of Indus Highway K-55. The
ion of R DG Khan seclian

manufacturing of bio-products wsing
synthetic bislogy and metabalic enginaering
technology worth Rsi.4 billion was
approved.The project envisages tha seiting
up of the Mational Centre of Industrial
Biotechnology at PMAS-Arid Agriculture
Univarsity, Rawalpindi that can provide
direct value addilian o the natural products
izolated from plants and those derived from
microbial arigin. The second project of
higher educalion called the Smarl
Univarsity Transformation Through Smari
Classrooms (Phase-1) worth Rs2 3 billion
was also agproved in |ne meeting. A project
ralated to i hnology namely

p
&s a four-lane highway of N-55 (121.59 km)
worth Rs33.9 billion was referred to Ecnec
The Indus Highway (N-55) additianal
carriageway project {Shikarpur-Rajanpur
section) of 221,95 km worth Rs47.5 billion
was also referred to Ecnec. The
oparationalisation ¢f Green Line Bus Rapid
Transil and the |nstallation of inlegrated
inteliigent transpart worth Rs10.9 billion
wias referred 1o Ecnec

A project relaled lo waler resources for
increasing the siorage capacity and
impravement in the command area of Tanda
Dam district, Kohat worth Rs2 5 billian was

extansion in the lslamabad Haspital HMIS
{Hoapital Management Information Systemj

d by the COWP.Five concept
were alsg i
and clearen rnr danor finencing. Planning

op

and netwarking faciliti lo
Haospital warth Rs59.7 mitlion was approved
by the COWP.

{ary Zatar Hasan and senior officaals
of federal and provincial governments were
present in the maeting




