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Appointment of special
envoys mulled to highlight
Kashmir issue globally

Islamabad: FM Cureshi
sald that 214 days have gone
past snca e Himalayan ferri-
tary has bean under lockdown
and the Indan government
was Invoived in the human
rights abuses of indigenous
pecple.

The Marendra Modi-led
govemment revokad the semi-
autonomous  status  of

Oiccupiad Kashmir an August
5, 2010 after sending tens of
thousands of troops in the
already heaviy-miitarized dis-
puled regicn te quell any
uprising against New Delhis
llegal and uncanstitutional
mova.Tha ragion ramains
under siege ever since with
almost & compéate information
and comimunication blockade,
while iop local political leaders
are in detention. The Modi
govemnment is naw reluctantly
easing e draconfan curbs
aler drawing flak from the
imemnational comemunity.

FM Cureshi said that par-
lizments of several countries
passed the resalutions con-

demming Mew Delhi's August §
urdaters move,

Speaking on the occasion,
Senator Mushahid sald that
the infolerant atitude of the
Indian governmant is & threat
o peace and stabiity of the
region,

F Qureshl said that 214
days have gone past since the
Hlmala‘,an territory hes been

under backdown and the Indian
government was invalved In
the human rights - abusas of
indigenous people.

The Narendra  Modi-led
govemnment rewoked the sami-
aulonomous  stalus  aof
Ciccupiad Kashmir on August
5, 218 after sending tens of
thousands of troops in the
airaady heavity-militarised dis-
puted region to quell any
uprising agains? New Delhis
illegal and unconstitufional
move The region  remains
under siege ever since wilh
almost a compéate information
and cormmunication blockate
while op local polilical Ieaders
are in desention,

13 dead, 30 injured as five-storey
residential building collapses in Karachi

KARACHI- At least 13 people
disd and dozens others sus-
tained injuries when & five-
storey residential building in
Karachis Rizvia Society col-
|apead on Thursday.

Karachi Metrapolitan
Cooperafion Director Medical
and Health Sesvices Dr
Saima Kauser canfimned that
13 people had been died in
the accident

Al least 52 people sustained
Inguries: and two of them with
sericus wounds have been
shifted to the Jnnah
Posigraduate Medical Centre
(JPMC), she added.

“The lists of all thosa injurad
and dead i the building cal-
lapsa have siso been placad
outssde the hospital” the
miedical afficer said

There is na shortage of the
medicne, she added.
Accarding lo Abbasi Shaheed
Huspital MLO Dr Sohail Khan,
fve women and twa children
ware amang the deceased.
Police and Sindh Rangers
personnel also mached the
Incident ste to assst in the
rescue offorl Locals were
seen dgging Mrough 1he rub-
ble and were trying tn rescus
those

Familes. of the victens, how-

A& contingent of engineers
from the Pakisien Ammy has
also amived at the scene o
assist rescue officials. Initial
reparts suggest the building
was constructed two yesrs

aga.
Taking notice of tha incidant,
Chief Minister Syad Murad AR
Shah directed Cormmissiones
Karachl Iibkhar Ali Shatwani
1o ensure people are safely
recovered from the mubble,
The chief menister @50 sought
a detailed repart, questioning
whethar the bullkding was 2
Iegal construction

In January, the cty edmins-
trafion direcied the Sindh
Building Control - Authority
(SBCA) 0 vacate the 302 res-
idential buildings declared
‘dangarous’

The majority of the eamarked
buildings are |ocated in
Saddar, whesne 265 residential
bisdings have been declared
dangerous. Mearwhile, 44
buddings are in Lyari O of
the 362 dangerous buildings,
323 were kcated in South
district, 14 in Easl district and
10 i Cendral district

SBCA offcial Askhar Cawar
lamented  thal  evacuation
notices hiad been sened
e buldings’ owners bul “!e\f

ever, expraas di
with the rescue efforts

were nat
arders of the bulldng wmrni

Buthorniy.

A1 least 14 people were killed
and several others injured
when & residential
building in Karachis Gulbahar
erea — fomerly known as
Galimar — coflapsed an
Thursday.

Agcording o Police Surgeon
Dr Garar Abbasi, the bodies
of 14 viclims have been
braught 1o Abbasi Shaheed
Hospited, whde a1 least 17
injured have been brought to
the same facility

Rescue workers are il
engeged in efforts to remave
the debriz and rescue people
trepped under the nubble.
Sindn Chief Mnister Murad
Ali Shah ok nofice of the
‘building collapse and directad
Commissionar Karachi
ensung that rescue and reliel
operations 1o ane execubed
smostly 1he anea

Karachi Mayar Wasim Akhtar,
while taking notice of the inci-
dant, ardared that the injured
should ba provided the best
possibile medical care.
Inspecior General of Police
Mushtag Mahar had also
directed  Central  Senior
Superintendent of Police
Mehammad Arif Astam Rao to
hesad Ihe tescue operation in
the ares, a police press
release sad

A contingent of police and
rangers was dispatched to the
area to help with the rescue
operation as & nurmber of area
resedenls gathared in the

sireel

Sindh Gevemor mran Ismiall
toak notice of the building oo
lapsa and askad
Commissioner Karachi and
Sindh  Buikding  Control
Authorily to compile detailed
rEparts on the incident.

The chief minisler also asked
for & detaed report on e
buiding's conslruction Io be
carmplied afier the relief opes-
atians are concluded

This & & developing story that
& being updsted as the situa-
tion evalves. Iniisl repors in
ihe media can sometimes be
maccurata. We will stive fo

ensune timeliness and accu-
racy by relying on credble
sources such as cancemed,
qualifisd authorities and aur
staff ray 3

Arcorgng to Poice Surgean
Dr Qarar Abbasi, te bodies
of 14 victims have been
brought to pibasi Shabesd
Fospital, while at feast 17
njured have bean brought 1o
ihe same faciity,

Rescue workers are sl

engaged in efforts to remove
the debris and rescue people
ray under the rubble.

Sindh Chaaf Minister Murad
AF Shah took notice of tha

bidlding callapse and directed
Commsssioner Karachl
ensure that rescue and refief
oparstions to are executed
smaoothly the area.

Karachi Mayor Wasim Aklias,
‘while taking nodice of the inc-
dent, crdened thal the injured
should be provided the besl
poasible medical care
Inspector General of Polce
Mushtag Mahar had also
directed  Central ~ Senior

Pakistan's sixth coronavirus case
emerges in Karachi

KARACH:E: Anather coron-
avirus case was reported n
Karachi on Thursday, pushing
tha tokal number of COVID-13
cases o three n Sndh and
socdh in the country,

A EB-year-okl man whe
returned  from  Iran on
February 25 wes fested posi-
tive in Karachi.

Minister of State far Health
Dr Zafar Mirza has confirmed
tha case in his west.

“The palient i in clincally
stable condition in Sirndh and
s being wel taken cane of " be
adked The patient s admitied
oA privale hospital of the
retrapalis, he asded.

Corfirming the third poss-
tive case in the city, the Sindn
govemment's spokesgerson
said that Chief Mirdster Murad
Ali Shah had directed the
heah deperment to shet the
famdy members of the patient
in an isolation wand and also
screan those who wers in con-
tact with the lran-returned
man.

The new case has

emerged as all educational
msfitutes in Sindh have teen
closed till March 13 amid the
fear of conlagous disease’s
sutbreak in the province.

Of the sixth confirmed
COVID-18 cases in Pakistan,
all had a history of travel 1o
Irem. Three of the cases are in
¥arachi and three in Gilgi-
Baltistan. The virus has spraad
1o more than 30 counlies,
iling gver 2,700 and infecting
80,000, mostly in China

Bul new oulbreaks in
Europe, the Middle East and in
fgsa have fanned fears of the
contagion faking hokd In poor
natians thal lsck the healih-
cane infrastructure 1o cope.

There are growng fears in
Pakistan —  sandwiched
between China end Iran, both
hat=pots for the disesse —
over how the country would
deal with the outbresk.

Iran coronavirss death foll
rises by 1510 82

Qureshi also assured Zasif

of Pakistan's all-out supgort in
conteming the spread of con-
tagious disease. Both the min-
Isters alsn agresd o jnlly
take measures againgl the
epidemic of COVID-19 which
has spread to mare than 30
countries, killing ower 2,700
and infecting a1 least 80,000 —
mostly In China FM Gureshi
alst thanked hes Iramian coun-
tarpart for condamning the
recent  wave of viglence
against Muséms in India.on
Tueeday, Zarif in his tweet had
urged |ndian- suthorities “to
enzure the wallbeing of ALL
Indians and nat let sensaless
thuggery prevad®

QUETTA: Pakistan is clos-
ing one of its two border cross-
ings with Afghanistan for a
‘week io prevent the spread of
coronavirus, officials said on
Sunday The  announcement
comes a day atler Pakislan
detected wo new cases of the.
wirus bringing the total number
of infecsed patients to fou.

The Pak-Afghan border at
Chaman would close fram
Manday (teday) for seven
days “in ordar to prevent the
spread of comnavires on bath
sides of the barder i the best
interest of the people.

of the bratherly counties’,
said a nolification issued by
the Ministry of Inserior Dhiring
the period, necessary meas-
uras will be taken to safeguard
the health of the pecple of
both countries,”

PML-N reaches out to MQM-Pakistan
to discuss ‘new governance model’

KARACHI: A delegabon of
the Pakistan Muslim Lesgue-
Mawaz (PML-N) an Thursday
visited the Mutishida CQaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MOM-P)
headquariens in Karachi bo find
‘ot B new “govemance model®
lo resalve fhe long-standing
issues of the coundry.

“We came nse [Karach]

on the directives of party pres-
ident Shehbaz Sharif... and
we did not mest them [MCM-
F| as the PTI govemment's
ally but they are our democrat-
ic partner for the lest 32
years,” FML-M Senior Vice
President  Shahid  Khagan
Abbasi sakd while addressing

8 joint press conference with

the MOM-F's senior leaders.

Minister for  Information
Technology Or Khalid Magbool
Sigdiqui, Amir Khan and other
MOM-Pakistan leadess were
also present on the occasion.

Cespile polilical difference,
Ahbasi said thet bath the par-
ties held discussion aver the
“econamsc and democratic
challenges” the country is fac-
ing and “ta a grester extent we
are on the same page shouf
heir resoiubon’ PMLN 1o go
tough on gowt's aconomic pali-
cies ‘Democracy i the onty
way forward and the country
can ony develop end prosper
by implementing 1he
Constitufion,” be added. The
former prime manister ko
said that his party.

13,000 schools closed in
Sindh, Says Education
Minister Saeed Ghani

KARACHI MARCH 06:
Sindh Education and Labor
Minister Saged Ghani has
said that out of 48000 public
schaols acrass the provinee
13000 are closed whie there
is @ short fall of 37,000 teach-
ers, In the pest, some schaols
wire built on wrong plans that
are closad. Educational insti-

tutions have shut down as a
preventive measure o pre-
want the Corona virs from
spreading.  An  estmated
13,000 visitors have come o
Pakistan. Most of tham came
in the Sindh  provincs

Misinformation  |s  being
spread on soclal media, the
gavemment s providing
accurate  (nformation  and
nothing is. being hidden. He
exprassed thess views while
taking to the media afler
appeanng in & cese related fo
lack of teachers in some
schools in Tando Allshyar at
Sindh  High Cowt in
Hyderabad on  Thursday.
Sased Ghani said that the
Sindh High Court Hydarabad
hed summoned me in this
regard. | told the honareble
court that aut of 48,000 public
schools across the province,
13,000 are closed whils thare
is a short fall of 37,000 teach-
ers. In the pasl, some schools
were buill on wiong plans that
are closed. Saeed Ghani said
Mat the honorable court has
biesn Mok thast the recruitment
of teachess on merit has
begun as well a5 steps are
being taken 1o improve the
school system. Sased Ghani
said thet in the pest some
teachers applied for recruit-
ment but they did not recruit.
W ane also Inoking at them
thay have complied with the
pokcy. In reply to a question,
Education Minister Samed
Ghani said that educational
inslitutions have been shut
down &5 3 prevenlive meas-

ure bo pravent the spread of
the Corona wirus, He said
mast counlries arcund the
word have banned public
gatherings and closed educa-
tional insfitulions.  Saeed
Ghanl said there were two
ceses of corona vins In
Sindh, A large aumber of pi-
grima from Iran have come to

Pakistan via Taftan
Balochistan, The Minister
said that symploms of
Corona virus appear in 14
days. The health of lhesa
families and children has
been reviewed and educa-
Honal irslibtions have been
chosed in gocordance wilth the
precautionary measures. In
response fo another ques-
tion, he said that false mfor-
mation was being circwiated
on socisl media regarding the
Kanma viue The govem-
ment is providing eccurale
information that nothing s
being hidden. Cn the gues-
tion of changes in Sindh cab-
inel, Sased Ghani said that
thare ame changes in the cab-
inet around the werld, The
party leadership and the
Sindh Chief Minister make
decisions i this regard
Saned Ghani said, *if | am the
Minister of Education at the
time, | would not da anylhing
new. The things hat wer
done well by the previous
Minzster Sardar Shah and
faler by the Chiel Minister
have conlinued, Here are
some things and ideas and
Imgrovements F'm working
on.” Responding to another
question, Seeed Ghani said
that all provinces make their
budgets under the target:
reduction in revanus n the
fiederal governmeant and low-
ering of thair share of
provincas affact davalopmant
work. Ha said that last year,
the province receved bess
share of the province.

Nasir Shah vows action against involved
in incident of building collapse

KARACHI MARCH 08
Sindh Minister for
Infasrmation, Lecal

Gavernmenl, Housing &Town
Fianning, Redgious Affalrs,
Forest and Wildife Syed
Masir Hussain Shah has said
thet severs possible acton
would be teken aganst any-
ong who wes found fo be
invalved in the tragic mcident
of a colapse of a residantial
building in Golimar. Provincial
Informatien Minister said that
Chief Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah had also
taken immediate notica of the
incident and sought a report
from Commissicner Karachi
and the concerned officers of
the Sindh Buikting Canlrol
Authority. He sald he would
personally  supervise  the
investigation of the incident
Syed Masir Hussain Shah
said this while visiting the
locality of Golimar whare the
five-starey residantial building
fill o Thursday. The provini-
ciad minister for Informataon
and Local Govemment said

that rescue cperations were
slaeted immedialely afier Be
incident and all the injured
had been shifted to the hospi-
tals whene they wers racaiv-
g prompt medical treat-
ment. He sed that the Sindh
govemment wes monitoring
the traatment of the injured by
Msell, and |t had been
engured that they recewed

dascribed a5 a regratiable
mcident and said that severe
action would be taken agains!
whosoever, be it officials of
Sindh  Building  Contral
Aulhongy of the Bulder, was
found responsible. Talking
about the rescue operation,
Sindh Minister for Information
and Local Govemment sad
that 2 the relevant officials of

S

- 1

besl possible medical treal-
ment. Syed Masir Hussain
Shah during his veil fo the
spal mel with the people and

assessed  the  damages
caused by the collapsed of
the building. Taking to the
rredia, the Minister promisad
a thorough probe into what he

the deparrments of Sindh
Building Control  Autharity,
HKarachi Municigal
Corporation, as well as off-
clgs fo Provincial Disaster
Managament Autharity
machad the spot immediataly
and rescued the people. The:
Minister said.

F-league demanded fresh local bodies
elections in Sindh

Karachi: Pakistan Muslim
League-Functiona! demands
that new local bodies sec-
bors i Sindh, and Shaheed
Soreh Badshah should be

Sahib  Pagara embraced
these coming from India and
calied them brothers As such,
he migrants from India set-
fled in a olal:,a where lﬂene

Karach| on the same day.
Wiell, tha future of Pakistan is
essocialed with youth, the
ban on shudent organizations
‘wes 3 long time ewey and we

incheded in the curnculum as
& netional hero.

Sardar Abdul Rahim, gen-
eral secretary of the Pakistan
Musim League Funchional
Sindh, was addressing a
press conference at Karachi
Prass Club hare on Thursday,

Addressing press confer-
ence PML-F's leader further
eaid that the K-4 project
should be compleled immed-
ataly in order to providing
water o ciizens af provincial
capdal of Sindh

He further =aid that the Pir

was a8 lot of trouble In the
mfarity.

“Functional League will
provide 2 platfarm where
everyone has freedom, many
communities want o join the
Functional League, which
loves  Sindh, Supports  the
Functipnal League. now elm-
inates the poitics af hate

He demanded that the
Iocal bodies eiections be
announced immediataly. The
time for the municipakties has
been fulflled. He said thal
elactions should be held in

demand that the student He
said that Kerachi needs
watler, that bilkons of rupess
hawve besn spent on the proj-
et for ending the praject We
damand that the people of
Karachi be overthrown, The
phan for K410 be complelsd
immediately. he s, "Surys
Is the hero of ihe king's
hemaland,

He  demanded that
Shaheed Soreh Badshah
would be declarad a national
bern, as he had great contri-
bution in the histaory.
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Fariha Hyder

T HERE is considerabla
exciternent in Pakistan,
especially in “official quar-
ters’ over the Afghan
peace deal. From taking
(some) credit for the
I deal to the vin-
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Coronavirus
spreads

T is distressing to note that the new strain of coron-
avirus s spreading across coundres al an alarming
speed, at a time when the Chinese premier had reas-
sured the world that the virus would be under contral
soon. Instead, even more deaths are being reported
fram mainland China, where the tolal number of cases
has swollen to over 77,000 a massive uptick since the
wirus was first reported in December 20419, Meanwhile,
South Korea and italy have seen a sudden increase in
the number of cases in recent days.

Especially worrying for Pakistan, all four of its neigh-
bours have now recorded cases of Covid-18 within their
borders, with the Afghan health ministry confirming its
first case in Herat yesterday, after three men who
returned from their travels from Iran were fested and
placed under quaranting, Iran isell is struggling to con-
tain the outbreak of the virus, particulary in Com. A
global health catasirophe that has clamed more lives
than the previous SARS scare of the early 2000s, the
news will unforlunately continue to be peppered with a
generous dose of xenophobia and politicking, but fear of
the virus is not irrational As the death toll in Iran keeps
increasing though the exact figures continue to be
debated Afghanistan, Turkey, Armenia and Pakistan
have now imposed travel restrictions and closed their
borders with the country, fearing that the outbreak will
spiral out of control withoul stricl measures in place lo
restrict the movement of people crossing boundaries, In
fact, it is & rather remarkable fact that, so far, Pakistan
has yet not reported a single case, despite fears baing
expressed by some that the virus may already be here.
If such a contagious illness were to enter the country,
one can cnly imagine the toll # would take on the
already over

dication of Istamabad's
stand, there has been con-
siderable celebration that
ls bound to grow leuder
with time.

However, al tha same time
there is 8 quieter wave of
concern over the uncer-
tainty that faces
Afghanistan and what it
will mean for Pakistan,
This is less obvicus al ihe
state lavel a govemmant
trying hard to gain interna-
tional approval is not going
to point out the slips
between the deal and
peace whare the mood is

one of celebration
But the lack of official
does not

Destination

pensation that was put in
place post the invasion of
as the deal

mean that the less savoury
aspects should be ignored
altogather.

Earlier, this disquiet about
the fulure was about the
ability of the Afghan
Taliban and Kabul to reach
| deal; now it is about
whether and how  this
phase will begin. Faor the
dispute ower the presiden-
tial election in Afghanistan
is heating up; the elaction
commission  may have
deciared Ashraf Ghani the
president but his main

will! the US is 1o be fol-
lowed by an infra-Alghan
dialogue._

The first is of considerable
importance, for the power
alite that was and had
invested in the posiTaliban
setup now stands divided,
with the nonPakhiun lead-
ere  backing Abdullah
Abdullah. For example
Dostum, an ethnic Uzbek,
has  backed Abdullah
Abdullah, as has the
Hazara-dominated party. &
similar  situation  had

Abdullah has refused o
accept this result,

Faor the moment, |t seems
as if thare is going to be no
‘peaceful’  transfer of
power and this will have
lasting implications for the
peace ks and not just for
the existing political dis-

ged after the previ-
ous election but then the
U5 had brokered a deal
netween Ashral Ghanl and
Abdufiah Abdullah
This fime around, no one
e aure f Washington will
play such a role, which is
why already thereare
s0me naysayers who are

conjuring  wp  scenarios
similar io the 1900s vip-
lence, blocdshed, infight-
ing and a central govern-
ment redeced lo Kabul
Worse still, the 1990s
brought infighting within
he Afghan elites 1o a point
where the warring factions
destroyed the capital city
as they fought each other,
But perhaps such a sce-
nario may nof be a3 cer-
tain and as close a5 some
fear. Hard as it is to predict
the White House under
Trump, it would still be in
its interest to make efforts

to broker a

tha Ghani guvemmed WI"

unclear.The continued US
means confin-

team to talk m the Taliban,
But there are no indica-
tione how the opposing
side will welcome the
maove, while the Afghan
Tallban have already said
that they will noi accept a
team which is not inclu-
sive, This is reason enough
for Washinglon to push the
contenders in Kabul fo
come to an agreement.

Incleed, the LIS is the only
power which has the clowt
i do so.Second, for the
moment, the US is aiso not

govemment in KaDul

For one, so far the US
seems committed to an
Intra-Alghan diatogue and
this will anly be possible if
there is a govermnment in
Kabul for the Taliban to
have a dialogue with. In a
rapidly changing scenario,
it has bean reported that

wilhdrawal ala the.- Soviet
Union. It has been report-
ed repeatedly that the deal
with the Afghan Taliban
has included American
control of bases where
troops, o operatives, will
continue to be based
although their exact rofe in
the country remains

ued supportifacditation for
a peace process, which
again maang oulside pras-
sure for a government in
Kabul recognised by all
those who stood against
the Taliban post 8/11 just
Kabul which can be influ-
enced by Washingion, The
behaviour of the Afghan
Taliben  will also be
dependent fo some extent
on the US, The tatter tog,
will be interested in pursu-
ing a dialogue and keaping
the violence within acoept-
able lmits (if one can be
crass enough 1o assume
there is a level of violence
that is  acceptable)
because |t would be keen
to ensure the Amearican
forces present are under
no pressure or compul-
sionfo step oulside the
basesin Alghanistan,
Counesy-PO

Niaz Murtaza

T HE world f aces many
current and looming shart-
ages today of water, ener-
gy. land and even clean
air. Thay have lass 1o do
with population  growth
than with the neguitabie
distnbution of rasources.
as a  small  minorily
hogs/destroys more and
more of them

But no deficit is as crucal
as the intellectual deficit
the world faces today. This
means an absence of
globally accapted ideas for

The global deficit

moral principles, the holy
trinity of ideas that has
underpinned life for the
last ane century, is fast
reducing,  leading 1o
increased conflicts ration-
ally and globally.

This is not the first lime
humanity has faced such a
chaHenge.On each past
occasion,  conservative
lendencies 1o amass
poweer, wesalth and prestige
at the expense of others
created huge conflicts,
which were then resolved
by the application of the
liberal principles of rule of
law, cooperation  and

peditical and social life, and
interaction within and
across human socielies lo
lead to equitable and envi-

The 1648 freaty of
Wastphalia was one such
early instance. Just before
it, Europe had been rav-

and
system. |t will be a masswe challenge for the govemn-
ment to combat the vires, as Pakistan is already strug-
gling to end diseases which the rest of the world eradi-
cated many years ago such as palio.

aged by Wars
pragress. among  several states
Failh in democracy, capl- spread over decades

talism and internaticnal

which had caused the

death of around elght mik-
lion people as different
strands of nobility fought to
increase their wealth and
power

Under the treaty, a new
system of political order
arose, based upon peace-
ful coexistence. respect of
territorial rights and nonin-
terference  In others’
domestic affairs

It is seen by many potical

jentists as the beginni

Relative peace lasted for a

spread. These conserva-

couple of and
was first disturbed by
MNapoleonic forays. It col-
lapsed completely in the
early 20th century due to
renewed  warfare  in
Europe and bayond. While
capitalism, democracy and
scence had produced
much  progress,  huge
problems resurfaced as
conservalive urges again
1o break free of

of the modern international
political order based on
the idea of sovereign
nations. It reduced warfare
in Eul

Buthis peaoe led to over-
seas conguests by
European powers in the
form of brutal colonialism
and the si

liberal chvlity. Capitalism
degenerated into a neclib-
eral form that produced
huge economic inequality
but litle socsal protection.
Democratic ideals came
under attack from auto-
cratic systems lke fascsm
and Nazism. Efforls to

quick spread of capitalism,
democracy and science
the three bedrocks of mod-
em civilisation.

forge | political
order under the aegis of
the League of Nations
fadled, Racism and xenc-
phobia became wide-

two workd wars and a grest
depression.

Humanity again  tuened
towards liberal principles
after the Second World
War fo recover f rom the
ravages caused by con-
servatism’s ascent,
Liberalism duly obliged by
providing the ideas of
social democralic capital-
ism  nationally  which
ensured a fair share to all
classes and an interna-
tional pofitical order based
on the nde of law under
the UN Institutions. This
aystem provided for the
ascendancy of human
rights and mutual cultural
respecl and led lo relative
peace and prosperity
despite the rise of the
communist bloc as a chal-
lenger. There were many
problems even with thia

sysiem, with massive
poverty in  developing
states. But at least it pro-
vided a framework where
these problems could be
tackled.

It wasn't the communsst
challenge that led to the
collapse  of the post-
Second World Wear arder,
but the rise of consarvative
urges agan in the West
under the |eadership of
three conservative LS
presidents. Reagantook
the lead in the collapss of
social democratic capital-
ism by wunleashing the
forces of neoliberal eco-
nomics which have led to
economic inequality and
climate change. Bush
Junior led an unprecedent-
ed attack cnglobal institu-
tions by acting unilaterally
in ecunurnil: and political
5
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Aurat March: Call for equality ruf-
fles feathers in Pakistan

KARACHI With
International Wamen's Day
around the corner, prepara-
tions for the 3rd annual Aurat
March are in full swing
across the country.

an |slamic republic. *Slogans
like 'mara jism, meri marzi'
{my body. my choice) are
wulgar expressions and an
Istamic soclety llke Pakistan
has no space for such

Aurat March 2020, engan-
ised by a diverse group of
woman, transgendered per-
sons and gender non-binary
individuals across  class,
sexuslity end ability, hopes

notlons.” sald JUI-F presi-
dent  Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman, diresting his party
fo champ down on the march.

Foilowing Rehman's
speech, his party leaders in
Sindh have wrilten to the

to collectively raise voices

and engage in political
action for issues affecting
them and thes communities
in @ public rally on Sunday,
March 8.

Days before the rally,
however, the idea of
women's rights has ruffied
the feathers of certain reli-
gio-political organisations,
who have laken 1o the
sireets deeming the proces.
sion ‘against the spirt of
Isfam’ and calling for its ter-
mination.

police and local administra-
tian in Sukkur, advising them
against permitting the march
fo occur. Various banners
against tha Aurat March
have also been pul up
across the province, includ-
ing megacities |ike Karachl,
and the pary's women's
wing loe has planned vari-
ous oppasitional marches of
their own on the same day,
"Our burge-clad women
will also take to ihe sirests
and demand woemean's rights

According 1o Jamiat i the spirt of the Quran and
Ulema-e-lslam-Faz| (JUI-F), the Sunnah of Frophet
a religio-political party, last Auh; d,” reveaked mem-

year’s Aurat March, which
featured posters cafling for
women's  aulonomy  over
their bodies, was in opposi-
tion to the essence of lslam
and thereby unacceptable in

bers of JUI-F and Jamaat-2-
Istami {JI)

Mot bowing down

Ca the other hand, multi-
pie politicail parties  and
membere of civil sociefy

including  women  rights
activists, writers and intellac-|
tuals have objected to JUI-|
F's stance on the march and

JSSF demands oppor—
tunities for poor in pri-
vate schools

Karachi: Jeay Sindh

have  Instead
their support for it

“We will not bow down or
succumb o extremist pres-|
sures. The Aurat March will
take place in Sukkur,
Karach| and other cities of
the province as planned and
women will march for their
rights come what may," said
Cr Arfana Mallah, a women's
rights activist from
Hyderabad

Speaking to The Express
Tribune, JUI-F Sindh secre-|
tary general Maulana Rashid
Soomro said hal they are
not against the Aurat March
or the independence of]
women, bt it is the 'vulgari-
ty’ in the name of any event
which his party condemns

{JS5F) president Ashraf
Kaihoro demanded on
Tuesday that the Sindh
gevernment impose &
ban on private educa-

fional institutes, which
he held responsible for
“the existing disparity in

ion” and “discriml

and has p againsl
“We are peacelul pecple
and none of our workers will
come to the straats or create
a riet. \We have only
led to the |

nating” against the poor,
As an alternative, he
suggestad that if the
government could not
meet the demand, then

autharities 10 not  allaw
events where vulger elogans
like ‘mera jism, med marzi’
and ‘khaana khud garam
kel (warm up your food
yourself) are chanted,” com-
mented Spomro. “Islem s
the first religion to offer|
rights to women and we
stand by them. We lalk
against honour killing  and
chiid marriages, killing and
child marriages;we also
demand equal rights for|
women. How can wa be
against womnen's cause? We
[ust wanl the Aural March
organisers to avoid slogans
which go against the teach-
ings of lslam.” he added

strict should
be laken to reduce the

tultion fee at private
schools so  that the
underprivileged too

could acquire  quality
education.

Addressing a press con-
farence. he said that pri-
vate educational insti-
tutes charged exorbitant
fees, which prevented
the poor from acquiring
education, He claimed
that among “all 250 pri-
vate [educational] insti-
tutes of Larkana division,
none had admitted any
poor children,” and said
that “white-collar mafia,
in the form of private
institutes, had ruined the
education system.*

The J8SF president
wamed that if s_l:tinn

. N
Schools in a bind over admit
cards for matric exams

KARACHI: With the on-

16, delivaring

the admit students whose cards are

going closure of educational cards to Grade @ and 10 stu- held back by the board

ingtitutions, schoal adminis-
trafions found themselves in
& fix on Wedneaday after the

against such i
was not taken and none
of the demands were
met, JSSF would hold
prolests acioss Smdn

from March 8 to March
18.He also criticised the
Sindh government for its
“lack of will and interest”
in impraving the situation
and claimed that larga-
scale corruption in the
education department
had further aggravated
matters

“The education stan-
dards [&t public achools
in the province] have
declined to such an
extent thal now even the
poor do not want their
children to study at gov-
ernment institutes.” he
was reflecsaid, adding
that the current state
was reflec was reflective
of the “alarming situa-
tion,"The JSSF president
warned thal if action
against such institutes
was not taken and none
of the demands were
met, JS5F would hold
protesis across Sindh,
from March 8 1o March
19,

¥

Departmant  issued  the
schedule for the issuance of
sdmit cards for matric exami-
nation candidates The
schedule staled that schools
may collect the admit cards
from the board office
between March 5 and March
after the Sindh
Universities and  Board
Depariment gave orders for
the examinations to be held
on lime desplte the clozsure,
On the other hand, the
Sindh Educafion Depariment
has ordered stricl compli-

ance with the Sindh govem-

mant's  orders o keap
schools closed untd March

dents is apparently Imposss-

offices. In this scenario. the

ble wilh Both putiic and pri-

vate schoals shut.

Private school administra-
tions claim that the admit
cards cannol be delivered to
students before March 13
even if the schools collact

the cards from the board
offices, as schools must
remain closed tl the given
date.Anciher cancern is even

13, 10 lower the potential
spread of coronavires. To
ensure complianca. educa-

tion depaniment teams have
been carrying oul wisits o
private schools on a daily
basis Whils fhe exams are
scheduled 1o begin on March

If they summan students to
collect their cards on March
there

14 and March 15,

sludents must clear the
offices’ objections in order to
obiain fhe cards, which is
nearly impossibie 1o do in &
day or two.

Howevar, secondary
schoo! education direcior
Hamid Karim stated thal the
process of delivering the
admit cards o students was
‘not & big deal " Stating that it
could be done in a couple of
hours, he said that if the
matric board had issued the

would still be thousands of schaal.

SHC to ask SBP, finance ministry
about IMF loan

KARACHI: The Sindh
High Court {EHC) issued on
Monday nobices to the attoe-
ney general, State Bank of
Pekistan (SBP), Ministry of
Finance, and olber relevant
authorites over a plea chal
lenging the colection of the
third installment of loan from
the Internationa! Monetary
Funds (IMF).A bench com-
prising Justice Muhammad

Ali Mazhar and Justice
Yousul Al Sayeed was hear-
ing the plea,

The petitioner, Barrisler

All Tahir, maintained that the
government had issued a
press release for the collec-
tion of 3452 millen &s the
third instalimant of the loan
Tahir claimed that according
lo the law, the gowvernment
can only take a laan up to B
per cant of the cauntry's total
gross domestic product. He
maoved e court to restricl
the govemment from taking
the third installment of the
loan as it had already bor-
rowed @ hefty amount from
the IMF However. the cour

rejected nis request to imme-
diately issue a stay order to
the government, Juslice
Mazhar remarked that ne
court would first inguire
about the matter from lhe
governmani and only then
decide whal steps nesded to
be taken The court issued
nofices to the relevant
authorities, seeking replies
by Marzh 10,

Another bench, compris-
ing Justice Nadearn Akhtar
and Justice Adnan Karim
Memaon
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Karachi: Khalil Jibran presenting cake to renown anchor person Hussain
Thebo on his birthday.

4
Karachi: A group phofo of officials and members of council with Chairman
District Council Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad during the inauguration cer-
emony of community Center at Mai Garhi UC.

CAPTION, A Group Photo lunch in honour of Canadian businessman Andy
Merchant Arshad Abrar and Kalim Siddigui from Toranto hosted by S M

Munir, Chief Petron UBG at local hatel. Abdul Haseeb Khan, Mazhar All
Masir. Nadeem Khan. Salman Aslam, Noor Ahmed Khan, Abdul Sami Khan
and other guest seen in the picture.

Karachi: Nauman Sikandar Mirza MD & CEC Foodpanda receiving Food
Excelience Awards 2019, on best delivery solution from Manzar Nagwi
Chairman Food Excellence Awards (FEA), at his head office. Award was
announce at Sindh Governor House in November 2018 but Nauuman was
out of Pakistan at that time. Mushtag Changezi Director Project FEA also
seen in the picture.

Karachi on the occasion of Surprise day organized by Ghazi Pakistan
Foundation, Air Commodore Syed Nihal, Abid Rizvi and Brigadier Haris
Nawaz presenting Shield Umair Ahmed Arain, Raja Ghulam Mustafa Bhutti
also present.

[
Chairman DMC East Moled Anwar receiving award on best performance on
Maharam Ul Haharam and Rabiab Ul Awwal from Pak Mahram Association.

Py —— -

Karachi: Al Mustafa Welfare Society organized a free medical camp for den-
tal treatment at Abdullah Sports Tower Hyderabad with collaboration of
Rotary Club Qasiamabad Kahkashan and Trunk wala, group photo of doctors
and other paramedics with secretary information Moin Khan, Imran Khan,
Suresh Kumar and others.

Journalist Waseem
Bhutto’s anniversary
celebrated

By Ghulam Mahdi Lund
LARKAMA, 28th

Birthday anniversary of
|ournalist

Photo

Muhammad ‘Waseam
Bhutto calebrated at BITE
famity Hall and fun lend
Larkana. On that occasion,
the president of Larkana
Press  Club  Murtaza
Kalhora, Ex President of
Larkana Prass Club S
lgbal Babu and senior
journalisis namely Navesd
Larik, Jawed Shah, Abdul
Khalik Mugheri, Hanif
Suhag, Rasheed Samo,
Safdar Sindhi, Zulfikar

Guramani, Tarig Durani,
Salemat Abro, Zaheer
Abro, Ghulam Mahdi Lund,
Khan Raja Magsi. Waheed

X ]

Langah, Wadir Abro, Shah
Muhammad Laghar,
Mawaz Mangi, Kamran
Sangi, Ali Gul Detho, Jani
Soomre and others atlend-

ed he event
President of Larkana
Press  Club  Murlaza

Kalhoro and Ex Preskdent
5 lgbal Babu also_visits
newly structured Family
Hall and Playland and
meets with the owner of
Family Hall and Playland

58 arrested, foreign
brand ligour, drugs
recovered

KARACHI, As many as
58 suspectes  including
abscounders and drug ped-
dlers were errested by City
podice in past 24 hours dur-
ing raids in different parts of
matropolis.

The pokca aleo recov-
ered & pisicls along with
number of rounds, 338 bot-
tles foreign figour, 2665 Kg
Charrgs, diffarent types
GutkiMawa {Chweing fob-
bacno), G Huka wih flavours,
3 cell phones | 3 vehicles
and 1 motorcycles from the
possession of suspects,
sald a spokesman Karachi
poiice,

The arrested wars identi-
fiad @s Omaish Kumar son
of Mathan Dad, Saifullah
son of Imran, Manzoor son
of Shah Hussain, Zahid son

ol Hasas, Ramgan son of
Imran, Talah son of Khadim,
Moghis  Hassan son of
Shatwani, Noor kamran son
of Hazoor Murtaza Khan
sonof Mestan, Hamza son
of Javed Kayani, Faizullah
son of  MNaseebultah
Mazamuldin®~ son  of
Magsood, Rehan son of
Dinull Salaam, Mehmood
son of Yaseen, Fahed Shah,
Mubammad |brahim son of
Muhammad Zahid, Scbia
Khan son of Zafaruah Khan
- Muhammad Irfan son of
Inbal Hussan, Muhammad

Asad  ullah son of
Muhammad Anwar and Afag
sun of Sagi,

The police has registered
FIRe &nd further investiga-
tion is underway.

Mukhtiar Leghari posted
Executive Program
Manager of PTV Karachi

Harachi Senior
Producer of Pakistan
Television (FTY) Mukhtiar
Leghari promated in group
9 and posted as Executive
Program Manager of PTV
Karachi Center it is report-
&d here on Thursday.

According to the details
Mukhtiar  Leghari  had
taken his charged and
started his work on naw
designation and also stan-
ed new dramas from
Karachi  Center.  Dally

TDAP’s Consultation with Exporters
for the new GSP Scheme of the UK

Karachi: The UK

GSP scheme more user

scheme and MFN tariff

is a
s gwn scheme for the
Generalized System  of
Preferances  (GSP} 1o
become  effective  from
Jenuary, 2021 after com-
pletion of the transition
period for Brexit
Additionally, the UK is also
undertaking a review of ifts
current MFN tarniff regime
for its further rationaliza-
tion, They have socught
inputs from Pakistan for
designing of the new
scheme which will maintain
the current level of prefer-
ential access available to
Pakistan under the EU's
GSP! GSP Plus scheme,
To oblain skakeholders’
inputs the TDAP today
crganized a consultative
aesgion with concerned
trade bodies and exporters
at its offices in Karachi to
develop recommendations
for making the new UK

friendly, imp g trade
betwaen the UK and
Pakistan, and address any

issues being faced on the

Pakistan side under the

current EU-GSP scheme
Curing the consultative

sassion  specific  areas
relating o the GSP regime
and MFN tariffs as well as
avenues for  improving
overall trade and coopera-
tion between the UK and
Pakistan were covered
This Included broad param-
etars for the new GSP

origin certi-
fication system and rules af
origin, standards and com-

pliances, and possible
avenues for improving
trade with the UK which the
third largest export destina-
tisn for Pakistan's prod-
ucts. The TOAR is planning
to hobd similar consultative
sessions with Irade bodies
and exporters during the
next weak on 9th, 10th,
and 1ith March, 2020 at
Lahore, Faisalabad and
Sialkat, respactvely,

Nigerian Foreign Minister Received
Pakistani Envoy Bronai Ahmed Ali Sarohi

Migarian Foreign Minister
Recenved Pakistanl Envoy
Bronal Ahmed Al Sarohi;
The Pakistani Head of

=

Mission in Miger called on
the Foreign Minister at his
office. The Minister congrat-
ufated and welcomed the
envay, He assured full sup-
port in the discharge of his
diplometic duties in Niger.
He informed that they wena
keen to receive ham.  the
Envoy thanked him and
conveyed the best wishes of
Pakistan| foreign minster,

he also praised Migeran

rele n OIC contact group on

Kashmir the minister sald

that they reiterate their
— -

stand on Kashmir and wish
o ==e the issue resolved up
to the expectations of the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir  the  minister
thanked Pakistan for sup-
porting Miger in &l hard
days including curent relief
assistance..  he wished to
visit Pakstan at the earliest
and expected also high level
visits between two couns

trizs. he also recalled assis-
tance fo equip Migerien
armed forces and train
them. the undersigned

Informed him thal the same
were forwarded fo the con-
cemed quaners for consid-
eraton.

The fareign Minister said
that his counterpart may
kingly be conveyed his best
wishes and compliments. he
Sald that he was locking for-
ward {0 welcome Pakistani
fareign  minister &t OIC
ICFM

Women workers announce big rally

Karachi  March &
Strongly cendamning a

hatred-bi

women. These elements do
not want to see pragress

Farachi Times leamemed

against woman, leaders of
women, workers, palitical,

Govt providing equal
opportunities domestic
women: Shahla Raza

KARACHI MARCH 0&:
Sindh Minister for Women
Development, Syeda
Shahia Raza said that 40
goal girls = seccessfully
completed vocational train-
ing 10 gain employment
opportunities would allow
thousands of domestic
skilled women across the
province 1o access (he
markets besides furthering
heir akilla. Addressing a
ceremony  organized by
Standard Chartered
Pakistan, in partnership
with Right 1o Play to racag-
nize girls from undersarved
areas that have been
trained to become fulure
BCONOMIC leaders In their
cemmunilies. Syeda
Shehla Raza said that

workers and skilled women
were playing vital role in
national and provincial
development. |1 was impar-
ative that we fake further
steps to address gender
equality, Under the Sindh

Unign Council and
Communily Economic
Strength Support

(SCCESS) program, the
Sindh  government  was
providing support to maore
than 2 millien skilled
women, while plans to
expend the program to 7
million women in the future
was underway Syeda
Shahla Raza said that

through the SCCESS pro-
gram. domesiic skilled and
poos women were being
financially stabilized.

social organizations and
civil saciaty announced hera
on Thursday to stage a big
rally of women worker in the
megacity, Karachi, on March
08, to celebrate the interna-
tional women's
day Addressing a crowded
press conference nere &l
the Karachi Press Crated
Chb (KPC), they said the
day of March § is being cel-
ebrated in whole world his-
torically to pay homage to
the heroic  struggle of
women workers. Wamen in
whole word on this day
raisa woice for their equal
soclal and economic rights
and gender justice. They
=aid it is sad that reactionary
and undemocratic forces,
who are alraid of awareness
of womean and already have
started a halred-based evil
propaganda against

Karachi: llyas Mamon president of Tarig Road

Traders Alliance presenting shield to Dr
Jamali executive directer Jinnah Hospital

and of
women in sociaty. Recently,
these elements have started
threatening 1o stop  the
women's day program with
use of force. Moreover, in
some disiricls  administia-
tion ie &lso refusing 1o give
permissions  to women
marches on pretext of coro-
na virus. They said in every
demaocratic society It Is a
rght of citizens to express
their views and falk about
their protlems in a peaceful
manner. They eppreciated
that the Lahore High Court
{LHC) in & recent judgment
has sccepted this right of
citizans, uphoiding the con-
slitution The speakars said
the leaders of Home-based
Waornen Workers Federation
(HEVIWVF) are getting direct
and indirect threats and
being asked nol to organize
and hold programs  and
marches on the women's
day. They said they have

Meeting with Former President KCCI & Chaimman Businessmen Group Mr.
Siraj Kassam Tell and Former President, Karachi Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Mr. Younus Bashir along with Yousuf Prince, Muzzammil R.
Chappal, Akhtar Ismail, Khawar Noarani, Farhan Ahmedani, We appreciate

aleady communicated fo
the coencemed authorities
about these threats. They
announced  that  despite
these threats and dangers
thousands of women would
hold thair programs sched-
uled on March 08 and later
would participate in a huge

rally. In this rally Hari
women, glass baengle
women  workers,  home-

basad wormen workers, lady
health wvisitors, teachers,
students and  women
belonging o other watks of
life would actively partici-
pate along with male work-
ers.They said the basic
objective of staging the
women workers rally s to
strupgle for making a socie-
ty which is free from eco-
nomic and genger exploia-
tion and male supremacy. It
would also highlight the
demand thal women's liber-
ly and economic independ-
ence should be accepted
and gendaer- based wages
difference.

Mr. Siraj Tell efforts for business community and leadership qualities to solve
the issues of big and small Businessmen and Indusiries in good manner so it
is @ great opportunity o join BUSINESSMEN GROUP (BMG) unconditionally.

| o

Karachi: I Alif Hanif Billu and Hamad pona wala presenting Mask

to vice president of photographers Javed Hanif at press club.




Daily

rach

THE OPINION L

Times

EADER

4

Economic Coordination Committee fails to
agree on cheap electricity for exporters

ISLAMABAD; The federal govem-
ment on Wednesdey could not agree
on the provision of subsidsed elec-
tricity lo textde exporlers due to
refusal by the Minstry of Finance
and the Ministry of Power 1o foot the
bilt and also put off decision on 36%
increase in electricity prices far
Karachi consumers.

The Economic Coordination
Committes (ECC) of the cabinat
decided to fake up the matter of pro-
viding cheap eleciricity to exporiers
in its ned mesting

Headed by Adviser to PM on
Finance Dr Abdul Haleez Shaikh, the
ECC directed Minister for Economic
Adfairs Hamrmad Azhar and Mimster
for Power Omar Ayub to sort out the
subsidy issue

On  February 27, Azhar
announced that the government had
reached an agresment with 28 staks-
halders of the textlle export sectors
that addressed their concems and
also ensured that no additional finan-
ciel burden would be borme by the
Pawer and Finance Divisions in the
current and next inancial years.

Howewer, Ayub stated in the ECC
meeting thal his ministry dicd not have
funds 1o previde a subsidy of Rs28
bifion to the exporters. Provision of
subsidised elechricity by collecting
the difference from domestic and
commaercial consumars was also not
possible in the current circum-
stances, he said

The Ministry of Finance also
refueed 1o provide additional subsidy
for the exportars

In danuary last year, (ne Pakistan

Tehreek-g-nsal (PTI)

In efeciricily cost, forcing the govern-
ment to sit and negotiate,

The ECC also establshed a com-
mitiee to review the decsion of

38% or R4 B7 per unit in K-Eleciric’s
tariff that will go wp to Rs17 60 from
Re12.82 per unit across the board far
11 guarters from Jul-Sept 2016 1o

increasing power tanlf lor K-Electric
consumers by Red B7 per unil of
38% on account of previous years'
adjustments. Some ECC members,
incuding Rallways Minster Shelkh
Rashid Ahmad, opposed the dec-
sion
The MNational Electic Power
Reguiatory Authorly (Nepra) has
approved an increasa in tariffs for the
pericd July 2016 to March 2018, The
ECC constituted the commites to
enarning the wwsus in detail and coma
up within a week with a solution and
ropd map for resolving the issue,
according to the finance ministry.
Total revenue impact of the tariff hike
of Re4 87 per unit is nearly Rs100
Billion

It was proposed during the meet-
ing that instead of fully passing on
the tariff ined by Mepra, the

had agreed to charge 7.5 cents par
unit from the export-orentad sectors
but two months ago the power distri-
bution companies started applying
higher rates. The exporfers threat-
enad o go on sirike sgainst the hike

government should allow an
increase of Rs2&7 per unit and
absorh the remaining mpacl. There
was also allocation in the budget for
picking the price differential

Megra has approved a hike of

Jan-Mar 2018 under the quarerty
adjustmant farmula

Tha ECC put off decision on pro-
viding subsidised eleciricty to agri-
cultural tube wells in Balochistan

The Ministy of Energy had
sought & further extansion in the sup-
ply of subsidised electricity till June
020,

The ECC was briefed that nearty
30,000 agricultural consumars in
Balochistan had been given subsidy
since 2015 with 40% of the burden
bame by the federal government and
the remgining &0% by the
Balochistan government.

However, the recovery of dues
from farmers for the electricity con-
sumed over and above the subsidy
limit had been negligible and
attampts 1o recover the amears from
defaulters had not been successful,

The ECC discussed the issee in
detail and formed a commities The

(]

measures o encourage and facilitate
overseag Pakistanls In sending
remittances through official banking
channels. The rebate of reimburse-
ment of TT charges fransactions
between $100 and $200 will be
increased from SAR 10 to SAR 20.

It decided o continue the scheme
aof incentives launched in 201818 for
banks and exchange companies dur-
ing the curent calendar year from
January 2020, As per the scheme,
fmancial institutions would be offered
FsD.50 per 51 an 5% growth, Re0. 75
per $1 on 10% growth and Rel per
$1 on 15% growth

The amount of remetances frans-
ferred into bank accounts will be
exempt from withholding tax with
effect from July 1, 2020,

The Natfional Remittanca Loyalty
Programme will be launched on
September 1, 2020 in collsborstion
wilh major commercial banks and
government agences through which
various mcentives will be given 10 1he
remitters through mobile apps and
cards. The ECC approved a techni-
cal supplementary grant of Rs36 bi-
lion for the curant financial year to
finance tre remitance inifatve

The ECC approved technical sup-
plementary grant of Rs& billion in
favour of the Higher Education
Commission {HEC) for the cument
financial year 2015-20 with the
instruction that cafled for a judicious
and need-based distribution of funde
among universites.

On a proposal of the Ministry of
Dedenics, the ECC approved a tech-
nilcal ¥ gram  of

federal g was
Rs3 billion annually to the subsidy on
tube wells.

The ECC aiso approved a host ef

Rs34.528 milkon for the internal
sacurity duty allowance to Pakistan
Air Farce

China allocated $16 billion to fight
coronavirus outbreak

BEIING: China will step up funding suppart for
local governmenl bodses Lo ensure smoolh
operalions 2 a corenaveus oufbreak Lakes a loll
of their revenues, Vice Financa Minister Xu
Hengeal sald on Thursday

The finance manisiry i accelerating transfers,
particutarly in regions hit hard by the virus, to
guaranige normel operations of lacal
govemment and ensure saiary payments, Xu told
@ M corference

The minstry will meat the fundng needs of the
central pravinca of Hubei, the epicantre of the
outbreak, as ils revenue has shrunk, Xu said,
wilh only “sparadic” income in Febriary.

280 milkon st
battte infensifies
“Some othes aneas with more severe epidemic
siluation also suffer from periodical falls in
reverme. In order to prevent problems, we must
take precautions,” Xu added.

But he expecied the pressure an Ihe
government's fiscal pasilion Lo ease as the
eoonamy racovars. Chinese governments at all
|evals have allocated funds of 110.48 bilkon yuan
(516 bilian) to Eght the caronainus outbreak by
Wednesday, including 7143 Billon yuan thal has
bean used. Xu said. Fram March the finance
ministry has started to provide weekly funding
support to Hubes, with 35 biklon yuan akocated in
the firs! week, he said China's huge tax cuts
aimed at stimulafing 8 slowing aconomy have
already hurt the revenues of debt-ridden
. wilh poar waslern

out of schoal as global virus

Pakistan likely to make first cut in benchmark
interest rate this month

KARACHI: In Bine with the global
trend, Pakistan is lkely to make
the first cut in benchmark interest
rate soones rather than lates to lel
economic sctiviiss gain pace fol-
towing a much lower-than-expect-
ed infiation reading for February
and & notable reduction in the rate
of profit on government debt secu-
rities.

"We expect the State Bank of
Pakistan [SBP} to make the firsl
rate cut of 25-50 basis points in its
maonetary policy statement this
month (March),” Arif Habib Limited
Head of Research Samiullah Tarig
said while falking to The Express
Tribume,

At present, the policy rate stands
at an sight-year high of 13 25%
sinca July 2015 Earfier, the cen-
Irail bank jacked up the rate by a
hefly 7.5 percentage points from
January 2018 to July 2015
Although  Topline  Securilies'
Research Director Syed At Zafar
anticipated the rate cut in March
but he was sure of 2 reduction by
May 2020. “We foresee the first
rate cut of 50-100 basis points by
May," he said.

Earlier, several research houses
anticipated the first rate reduction
in July or later In the wake of
unexpectadly high inflation that hit
& nine-year high at 14 6% againsl
expectation of around 13.5% in

January 2020. In February 2020,
the inftation rate once again beat
market expeciations but this tme
# stood lower at 12.4%, which was

contrary to market

weeks. “This will build up the case
for the rate cut,” Zafar said,

In addition to these, commarcial
banks lent Rs110 balion to the

“The inflation number will fail to
around 10.5% in March. This may
force the central bank fo make the
rate cut sooner rather than later,”
Zafar said, Tariq anticipated the
mftation reading fo touch 10% in
March.

Amajor suppor will come from the
reduction in petrsleum product
prices by Rs5-7 per litre for March
Besides, food prces have also
softened In recent days and

o al

lower rates ol relurn on
Wednesday. “This developmant
alao suggested & rate cuf in the
near future," he said.

Banks lent money to the govern-
ment by paricipstng in the auc-
tion of longterm {3 to 20-year)
Pakistan  Investment  Bonds
(PiBe). The cut-off yield on 3 to
10-year PIBs dropped 15-46 basis
points in the auction,

Previously, the ceniral bank

increased the interest rate fo con-
tain inflation. This, on the other
hand, made financing expensive
for buginesses and resulled in an
economic alowdown.

“We expect the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP} to make the fist
rate cut of 25-50 basis points in its
monetary poficy statement this
manih (March),” Anf Habib Limited
Head of Research Samiullah Tarig
said while talking 1o The Express
Tribune At presant, the palicy rate
stands al an elghl-year high of
13.25% since July 2019, Earlier,
the central bank jacked up the rate
by a hefly 7.5 percentage points
from January 2018 fo July 2019,
Although  Topline Securities’
Research Directar Syed Atif Zafar
anticipated the rate cut in March
but he was swe of a reduction by
May 2020 “We of a reduction by
May 2020, “We foresee the first
rate: el of 50-100 basis polnis by
May," he sald Earlier, several
research houses anticipated the
firat rate reduction in July or later
in the wake of unexpectedly high
inflation that hit a nine-year high at
14.6% against expeciation of
around 13.5% in January 2020. In
February 2020, the inflation rate
once again beal market expecta-
fions but this tirme it stood lower at
12.4%, which was contrary o
market anticipation.

The 2019 real estate roundup: From lows to
highs, up and downs recorded

Karachi: The year 2015 was quita
eventful for Kerachis real estais
industry. Many remarkable develop-
ments came into being, such as the
lifting of the ban on high-nge con-
struction. The expected rise in
developmental activity enticed prop-
ey agenis fram all ever the country
who were eager to daim ther share
from the evalving market situation.
Moreover, over the yaar thera was
an escalaton in the number of gen-
uine buyers interested m securing
affordable residential properties
scattered around the nenhem sub-
urbs of the city,

Cn the other hand, due 1o the preva-
lent tax regima, areas whare shor-
term invesiments wese not deemed
conducive experienced gradual
price drope. In an attempt o make
tactiul decsions aganst this back-
drop. Investors did not only reson to
making precise calculations, they
also sirove o anticipate which soci-
elies (or pants of them) were safe for
stake holding. This ofien resulted in
major price fluciuations in different
sactions of the same housing
schemes.

In order to understand thess frends

in full, lets glancs  over
Zameen.com's stafistics that were
collated over the course of the year.

real estate opfions in the inventory.
These statistics further indicate that
Scheme 33 slso fared as Karachi's

Basad on the figuwes, Scheme 33

scored the first position, as i
ramained fhe most sought afler
housing scheme In the cly for buy-
ing residential plots in 2019 = with
overall sizble property rates. The
prica drops here were mostly
recorded for the smaller piot cate-
goriea duse to the introduction of new

mast active ouging in

terms of wolume of fransactions.
Due to various reasons, people
seeking a more personalised living
space continued to find the vanety
of housing solutions available within
tha schema tempting.

Bahria Town, the larges! residential
project of the city came second

among the most searched areas for
buying plot wnits. This project, in
fact, is responsible in many ways for
the northemn and northeastern sub-
wiba of the port clty now appearing
much maore accessible and some-
whal more desirable for living than
whial was previously the case,

The society, on its cwn, is eclaclic in
terms of meeting its residents'
evaryday needs. Its recent addition
of several keisure facities has also
hefped prospective buyers to see
the good side of living In Bahria
Town, The rise in properly demand
The rse in property demand The
nise in property demand, coupled
with the on-ground development
work, as well as an increased sell-
ing pressure that emerged in the
society's precincts end projects due
1o the pending litigation cases con-
tinued 1o surge property rates. This
was evident, especially in thoss
peripheral Bahria Town sections
that did receive from

ragians suffering the mast from squeezad
budgets, & Reuters analysis showed.Asked
whether China wil raise fs budget deficit ratio
thiz year. Xu responded that tha gevemmant
would have o consider various faclors, such as
econamic performance and fiscel revense and
expenditures Policy insiders have saud increased
gavernment spending could push up the anmual
budgat defict ralative radio fo 3% this year, from
2.8% in 2019, Soma Chinesa econamisis have
calted for the deficit rafio to rse o shghtly more
than 3%, 'Mos? corenavirus palients sunive’

Xu said Beijing would roll out fargated and

phesed measures to help virug-hit sectors, but
did nal elaborate.

China has said it would study phasad tax cus to
halp small- and medium-sizad firms struggling
with the impact of the cutbreak

China has issued an advance quota of 6.1 rifion
‘yuan in transfer payments for local govemments
in 2020, financa ministry ofcial Hao Lai fold the
brizfing.

Mainland Ching feported @ rise in niw virus
cases an Thuradey. driven by a spike in
infections in Wuhan, the provincial capital of
Hubel, reversing three siraight days of declines
Tha finance ministry is accaleraling transfers,

pariculatly in regions hil hard by the virus, to

guerentea normal operations of local
governmend and ersure salary payments, Xu lod
a8 news conference. The ministry will mee! the:
funding needs of the central province of Hubei,
Ihe epicantre of fhe outbreak, as ils revenue has
shrunk, Xu said, with only ‘sporadic” income in
February. 280 miion students out of schoal as
global virus betile intensifies Same othar areas
with mare severe epidemic sifuation also sufiar
fram periodical fakls in revenue. In order 1o
prevent problems, we rmust take precautions,” Xu
added.But he axpected tha pressure on the
government's fiscal position to ease as he
ECONDMY MECOVEN.

Chinese governments al o bewsts have aliocaled
funds of 110,48 billion yuan (81 biliari o fight
Ihe coronavirus gulbreak by Wednesday,
cluding T1.43 billion yuan thal has been used,
Xu szid Fram March the finance minsiry has
started to provide weskly funding support 1o
Hubei. with 35 bilion yuan allocated in the first
week, he said Ching's huge tax cuts aimed al
slimulafing a slaving economy have alrady hurt
the revenues of debt-ridden provincial
governments, with poor western ragions
suffening the mast from squeezed budgels, 3
Rauters analysiz showed Asked whether China
will raisa its budge! deficit ratio this year, Xu
responded thal the gavernment would have to
consider various faclers, such as economic
performance and fiscal ravenus.

OPEC seen backing big oil output
cut, but awaits Russian support

VIENNA: Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Couniries (OPEC) ministers are
expecied fo approve on Thuraday the
autlings of a deal for a significant et in ail
production lo share up prices hammered by
the coronavirus outbreak but they are still
waifing for Russia to indicate whether it will
back such a move

Saudi Arabia wanis OPEC and its allies,
including Russia, to cut 1 million to 1.5
millicn barrels per day (bpd) for the second
quarter and Lo keep existing culs of 2.1
million bpd, which expire this month, in
placa until the end of 2020.

Bul Riyadh. the biggest producer in the
QPEC. and other members of the group has
yel to win Russian support for such a deal.
So far, Moscow has indicated it would back
an extension bl nat a desper cut.

Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman, who met his Russian counlerpart
Alexender Novak in Viennea on Wednesday,
has kepl the market guessing aboul
progress in the negoliations.

Asked about prospects for a pact, the Savdi
minister informed the reperters “We will
have 1o s8¢ today and temarrow,”

Moscaw, which has cooperated on sutpul
policy since 2818 in an infarmal group

known as OPEC+, has in the past shown
reluclance during negotiations but has
signed up &t the last minute,

OPEC sources have signalled that
preliminary talks with Russia this week in
Vienna have been trickier then before.

The slide in oil prices 1o about $51 a barrel
has made it tough for OPEC stales to
balance their budgats, while Maoscow has
said il can cope with current prices.

Two OPEC sgurces seid they anticipated
that Thursday's meeling in Vienna of OPEC
ministers would po smaoothly, with an
Bpgreement on & big cut, possibly above 1
million bpd, although a third source said
allocating quetas could be tough,

Bul such a big reduction will hinge on
Moscow,

Surprising on the upside

If OPEC+ was lo decide o remove an exira
1.5 miltien bpd from the market, it would
bring the group’s overall output raduction to
3.6 millian bpd or aboul 3 6% of global
supplies. Russia's energy minister retumed
1o Moscow far cansulfations on Wednesday
But wilt be back in Vienna on Friday for the
broader OPEC+ meeting. Novek made no
pubdic statemants during his trip this woek
ta Vienna.

US panel hears of risks to Indian
Muslims

WASHINGTON: Experts warned a US
jgovernment panel on Wednesday that
India's Muslims face risks of ion of

The Indian parkiement in December passed
a law that fast-fracks citizenship for
ted nan-Muslim minorities from

other persecution under 8 citizenship law
that has triggered major predests
The hearing held inside Congress was
called by the US Commission an
Internatianal Freedom, which has been
danounced by the Indian government as
biased Ashutash Varshney, a prominent
acholar of sectarian vialanca in India, told
the panel that the lew championed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Hindu naticnalisis
amounled lo a move lo narrow Lhe
demacracy's historically inclusive and
secular definitien of citizenship.
“The threat is serious, and the implications
quite horrendeus,” said Varshney, a
professor at Brown University.
*Something deeply injurious to the Muslim
mingrity can happen once their cllizenship
rights are faken away,” he said
Varshney warnad that the law could
lead 1o Iskon or detention —

these legal issues. accounting for
the price shifts recorded for the
average value of 120 square yards,
240 sguare yards and 500 square
yards plots lgted in the table

but, even if nof, contributes 1o
marginalization.“It creales an enabling
atmosphere for wiolance once you say that
& parficular community is nof fully Indian or
Its Indianness in grave doubl,” he sakd,

naighboring countries. Responding to
cfiticism at the time from the US
commission, which advises bul does nol sel
policy, India's fareign ministry said the law
dogs not sirip anyone's citizenship and
“should be welcomead, not criticized, by
thase who are genuinely commitied to
raligious freedom “Fears ara particularly
acule in the noriheasiarn siate of Assam,
where a citizens’ register finalized lasl year
left 1.8 million people.




