| Front 21 DecPagasqud B2472020 1:11 AM Page 1

THE OPINION LEADER

Vol. Xlll  No. 235

Karachi

Saturday, 27, June, 2020, 05, Zilgad, 1441,

Pages: 4

Price Rs. 5.00

Cabinet to decide fate of pilots
with dubious licences

RAWALPINDI;  Aviation
Minister Ghulam  Sarwar
Khan has anncunced that the
federal cabinet will decide the
fate of 28 commercial piiots
whosa licendes have been
‘proven dubous” after an
inguiry, adding thal nine of
them have already con-
fassed. He said “criminal pro-
ceedings’ would be initfaled
aganst them after the cabinet
desision.

Addressing 8 press can-
ference in | on

charter/privata/flying ciubs.
Mr Ehan then announced
thet 262 pilots had been
indicted by a board of inguiry
for faking thewr fest results,
thus they would ba barmad
from flying. All the airlines
and clubs had been con-
wayed about their ‘dubious”
credentias with the advice
that they shoukd nol be
allowed 1o fly, he added
Sharing  the charges
against the 262 pilots, the
aviation tersaid 121

Friday, the minister said of
the 860 pilots of Pakistani ari-
gin, 753 were serving in

Pakistan while 107 were

warking far fareign airlines
account  of fake
degress, 648 Pakistan
Intematicnal Alrlines employ-
25 had been digmissed from

service since 2006, he ek
Among them were 119
cabin crew, 18 cockpit crew,
BE were employees of the
i and

pilols were suspected of
attempting ane paper through
proxies, 30 plots with two

suspected bogus papers, 21
with thres bogus papers, 15
with four boqus papers, 11
pilols with e bogus papers,
11 others with six bogus
papers, 10 pilols with seven
such papers and 34 pedots
were suspectad of atlempting
eight pagers through prowses.

He  explained that
C ial Pilot Licence

415 of genersl edministra-
teon, he explainad.

The minister said of tha
763 gommarcial pilots who
ware facing inquiries for hold-
ing “dubiows” licences, 450
were serving In PIA, BT In
Airblue, 47 in Serene, 68 In
ex-Shaheen  Alrline  and
remaining 1M with

(CPL) and Airing Transport
Pilot Licence [ATPL) ware the
two types of flyinglicences for
which pilots have to clear all
eight papers. Of the 262
pilots, he said, 109 have CPL
and the remaining 153 have
ATPL

“The lists of pilots of suspi-
cious commercial licences

have been sent fo &l con-
cemed departments, Includ-
ng CEDQ." Mr Khan said

Five CAA officials sus-
pended The aviation ministar
alsp annguncad suspension
of five Civil Avialion Authority
(CAA) officials associated
with it & licansing branch.

They had been suspend-
ed afer an inquiry and the
minestry s consulling with (s
law dapariment over tha pos-
sibility of refarring their cazes
1o the Federal Investipation
Agency (FIA] for criminal pro-
ceedings against them. |
have with me, five letters of
sugpension for officiats of
CAA and licensing authority,
including, Senior  Joint
Directar Licensing Asif-ul-
Heq, Senigr Joint Director
Licensing Faigal Mansoor

Ansari Senlor
Superintendent Human
Resourca  Abdul  Raees,

Asgistent Grade-2 Admin,
Khalid Javed, and Assistant
Grade-2 Admin Syed Adesl
Aftab,” the minister said

He said some officials of
the IT department and threa
o four outsiders were also
imvolved in the scam, who
would be facing caminal pro-
ceedings. He 1ok the media
that all those wronpdoings
{dubious licences) hed been
done  dur-ingthe  pastone
decade,

Mr Khan pledged o
restore the glorious pest of
1he national fiag carrer when
# was considered the best
international airline. The
clean-up operation was nec-
esgary in the airline

1l 88 happened only due to

Record hike in prices of oil
products notified

ISLAMABAD: In a sudden maove, the
gavernmant nofified amcaordhike in
the prices of pelrolewm products,
inciuding patral and diesel, ranging
from 2T per cend fo 65pc depending
o the praduct

The hie is notfied with immediate
efiect

The step look many by surprige
because it was oul of schedule and
wes not prompted by Bny summary
mowed by the ol sector reguletor,
which is the normal procadure

Most observers sgreed thet the step
hae been taken to address ongaing
supply chain disruptions that have led
o seriows shartages in many parts of
the country, in large part due to a prc-
ing dispule betwesn the government
and the industry & sanior gavernment
official lold Duwn thal the prices wene
increased fowr days ahead of the due
date withou! wasting for & usual sum-
mary of the Ol & Gas Regulatory
Authorty {Ogra) to immediately pass
on the impact of ntermatons! prce
hike'. The revised prces will ramain
effective urtil July 31

He seid the autharities feared that
Even & minor inc i antic-

used dus bo the sensiivity of tha mat-
ter. "Ourprice was curmantly cheaper
than prevaiing pumg prices in
Alghanistan and India, and some
product was being smuggled to those

counbries as a resull of this price af-
ference, He told Cawn that the mndus-
Iy saw an unusual spike In demand in
Peghawar In the month of May, and
especially June, and word within the
industry was that this demand ig com-
ing from buyers who are transparting
the cd io. istan for sale. "All that

ipation of a higher price would dry out
petrol pumps across the counlry as
1he supply chein was aleady cperat-
ing on very thin marging. He zald the
companies and retailers had already
slowed down sales in some parts of
the country “for inventory gains’
shead of an anbcipated prics
momease. In their calculus, the price
morease would partially of fsat teir-
pastiosses he said

But & senior sourca in tha ol indusiry
sand it might nat work out 5o naatly for
the government “lllegal export of
petral to neighbouring counties will
stop for the next week or two," he lokl
Dawn on condilion hes name nol be

will slop due to the adjusimen, he
sakd

But the prica hike may not subdue the
hoarding behaviour the gowemment
has slliegeds theroatceuse of the
aupply chain disruption seen across
the coundry, according to him.

The decieion to hike prices was
announced by the ministry of finance

“Unless thay change the undarlying
formula, make it more fransparant
and make mare fregquan adjusimants
fortnightly instead of manthly, the
noarding  behaviour by some

unserupalous players may well con-
finue," he sald “They will watch the
mark{e! 1o see how intemabonal
prices change in the next 15 days and
decide whether or nat they want to
afflead heir inveniories or hald on to
them in anticipation of another prica
increase in the near future.

Based on exising tax rates and
PSO's impor cost, the ex-refinery or
import parity price was warked out al
about RedS per litre, The product fs
mastly used in privese trensport, small
wveicles and two-wheslers. The exre-
finery cost of diesel is now estimated
at about R=43 per lire. H5D is most-
Iy used in heavy fransport vehicles

after with rep

tives of the patoleumn division and
Intarnational Monatary Fund on the
basis of import price provided by
stata-run Pakistan State Oil which
Imported fve cargoes of petral and
faur cangoes of high speed diesed 5o
far during the: cuament month.

and enginas like trucks,
buses, traclors, tube wells and
thrashers atc.

Officials said the tofal stocks of patrol
and diesel on a national level wene
encugh o provide eighl days’ cover

However, afier excluding Sindh whesne
slocks. for petral and diesel stood al

23 and 13 days, respectivaly, stocks.
in other provincas were still precan-
ously fow for almost third month in a
row. They said the pebol stocks =
Punjab, Khyber Pakhhunkiwa and
Gligi-Baltistan & AJK were reporied
for -day coverage and for three days
in Balochistan, The diesel stocks i
Pungab were reported for 7 days, four
days In Khyber Pakhtunknwa, eght
days for Belochistan and six days n
GB & AJK. The government i now
charging about Re4T per litre texes on
petrol and high speed diesel as the
petroleum lavy on bath fems is now
et at a maximum permissibla level of
Rs30 per fer. The government has
already increased the peneral sales
lax (GET}) on all pelraleuim produscts
lo a stardard rate of 17pc across the
board to generale additional rev-
enves. Unfil Jarwary last year, the
governmen! was charging 0 Spe GST
on light diesel oll {LOQ), 2pc on
kerosene, light diesel all {LDO), Zpc
on keresene, Bpe on petral and 13pc
on HED, Besides the 17pc GST, the
gavernment has almost quadrupled
the rate of petroleum levy on HED
and petral to Re30 per lire from R=8
per litre in January last year,

The lewy on kerosene and light diesel
ofl was kept unchanged at RsS and
FRs3 per litre, respectively

Ower the lest many months, the gov-
emment had been increasing petrole-
um levy rafes to partially recoup a
major revenue shartfall faced by the
FBR. Tha levy remains in the fedaral
Kitty unlike GST that goes bo the divis-
ile pool taxes and thus about 57pc
share is grabbed by the provinces.
The petrol and HED ane two major
products that generate most revenue.
for the government because of thesr
magsive and yel growng consump-
tican in the: coumry.

out-pl-meril . he
said.

SC summons man for hurling
abuses at Isa, judiciary

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court on Friday for-
mally  summonad  Agha

|Mikharuddin Mirza for hurling
abuses at Jusbos Oazi Fasz
122 a5 well as the instilution of
Judiciary.

A two-judge bench com-
prisng Chiaf Justice Gulzar
Ahmed and Justice ljaz-
ulthsan had taken up a swo
motu case about a video clip
cantaining derogatory, con-
lemptuous and scandalous

lion of judicary and Judges,
which went viral on social
media,

Mirza was present on the
premises of the Supreme
Court but &d not tum up
inside the Courrcom Mo. 1
‘where the case wes taken up.
The court issusd nofices to
Mirza, Attorney General for
Pakistan Knald Jawed Khan
end the director general of
Ine Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA)

Mirza haowever remained
tight-lipped and  avoided
quenss by joumsists at the
end of court proceedings,
‘who wera eager to know who
had edited the video clip and
mada it viral on social madia
and at whose behest he had
made contemptuous state-
ments.

Mirza is being represente
d by Advocale Sarkar Abbis,

Al the outsel of the hear-
ing when the coun regretied
the stale of affais, the AG
esgured the apex court that
whatever hed happened was
not at all accaptabie o the
povernment

Formal proceadings under
the Prevention of Election
Crimes Act 2016 a5 well as
Section 500 of the Pakistan
Penal Code (FPC) had
already commenced, the AG
gaid, The government was
slso considering including
Section 6 of the Anb-
Terrorism Act (ATA) 1887
since Mirza had not anly
defarned a judge bul also a
farmar president, a fommer
prime minister and two jour-
mafists, he added.

Section 6 of the ATA deals
with the dafinition of terrorism
by explaining tht any threat if
desygned 1o coerce and infim-
|date or overawe government
or publc of & section of pub-
liz ar community or &ny threat
far the purpose of edvancing
& religious, sectanian or eth-
nic cause, mbrnidaling and
terrorising public, social sec-
tors, media persons, busi-
ness fratemity i also an act
of termarism

Section 500 of the PPC
suggests  punshment  for
defaming which mey extend
to two-year imprisanmant
with fing.

The chief justica however
regrethed that FIA had done
nothing on the complaints
arlier sont by same judges.

Justice Ahsan
Ihal the speakes in the video
had committed ofence under
the PPC by naming instilu-
tions &5 well as Individusls
besides abuging judges in &

Lory mEnner,

Eut the FIA did not Infiiate
BNy inquiry on its own, Justice
Ahsan deplonad, adding that

the agency moved on the
complaint filed by Sarina lsa
the wife of Justice Qazi Faez
Isa who had lodged a com-
plaint with the Secratariat
polce station In Islamabad on
June 24 alaging that death
threats had been huiled st
her husband

Mirza's counsel told the
caurt that her cient had been
taken into custody by polica
at which the chief justice
observed that there was no
need fo armast ham since the
courl had already issued &
notice to him. Meanwhile,
Supreme  Cout  Bar
Association  of  Pakistan
(SCBA) President  Syed
Qalbe Hassan has said that
the substance of the video
clip reveals that a desperabe
effiorhas been made o

malgn and slander dignity of | g

me apex ingtiution of the
country andils - honourable
judges.in a statemant izsued
on Fridey, he demanded
stemn action sgainst the cul-
prits

He called upon the institu-
bans concemed o remave
the vigeo clip from soclal
media immedately and take
necessarny sleps far the safe-
ty and securty of the judges
and thair families, as the right
ta Ife was the most funda-
mental right guaranteed by
the conshilution

Justice Isa had taced a
presidendial reference on mis-
conduct but 8 10Hudge full
coun af the Supreme Courl
on June 20 had quashid the
referance thaugh it asked tha
Federal Board of Revanue to
conlinue with [t proceedngs
over three offshore properties
ownad by the wife and chil-
dren of the judge.

In the application, Sarina
Isa alleged thal Miza had
said that her husband should
be shot publicly.

Govt expects virus

Kashmir issue to be raised before
world on Aug 5: Imran Khan

cases to rise to 225,000
by month-end

ISLAMABAD: The gov-
ernment belisves that
coronavirus cases will go
up to 225000 by June 20
In the eguntry but express-
es satisfaction thal the
number is stll lower than
ite expectations.

The country reporied
3,082 Covid-19 cases and
73 deaths over the past 24
hours, taking the national
tally of cases to 197,705
and casuallies le 4,004

‘We wers expecting
over 300,000 cases in the
country by June 30, but
they will remain less than
225,000, Minister  for
Planning and
Devalopment Ased Umar
sald al & press conference
with Information
MinisterShibli Faraz on

riday.

After a meeting held at

and Oparation Centre
(NCOC) to review the
Covid-18  situation, Mr
Umar, howewver, said the
danger was still there as
the siluation could turm
worse if people did not fal-
low the government’s
standard operating proce-
dures {SOPs)

He =aid the government
had taken three majer
steps that led to 2 decline
in the tally of corenavirus
cases in the country. “First
we made it mandatory on
May 30 that everyone will
have to use face masgk in
public places, since June
4 administrative actions
were expedited regarding
Implementation of SOPs
and from June 14 smart
lackdowns ware enhanced
and Covid-13  hotspols
were declared In 20 major

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime
Minigter  Imran  Khan on
Friday vowed that Pakistan
would Bgain vigorously rese
Kashma issue hefore the
world ¢ August 5 1o press for
its just selttiamant

On August 5 last year,
India had revoked special
status of oocupiad Kashmin
and placed & under a lock-
down, wilh severed inlemet
and ofher cvic sendces, and
intensified raprassion in &
fadad atternpt to quel the
quest of Kashmins foe free-
dom. There wil be a move-
mant across the globe on
August § end afterwards o
remind the workd community
of what's happening in Indian
occupie d Keshmir,' PM Khan
said al & ceremony In the
capital of Azad Jammu and
Kashemir (AJK]). "W will make
full ~preparations  before
August 5 with the invohe-
ment of Pakistanis and
Kashmiris living anywhens
across the globe.” he said.

the AJK PM House o launch
the award of cash grent o
around 128,000 families In-

ters and lodging thousands.
mostly youngsters, in prisons
"The oporessor is sways

ing Elong the restive Line aof
Contral {LoC) and affecied by

8 cowerd which unleashes
terrar on  helpless  and

unrelenting ceaselire vials-
bons by Indian army. The
prieme: minister, who dedcal:
ed most of his spesch ko
Kashmir issue, said Narendra
Modi-led RSS  government
had broken pravious records
of atrocities on freedom sesk-
ing Kashmiris. by blinding
hundreds of peaple with pal-
let guns, burying countiess
paaple in mass graves affer
1{iling thern in [fske] encoun-

1y
|

e 3
defenceless people, he said
of India. The PM sai India's
800,000 plus anmed persan-
nel, unieeshad on eight mil-
lion Kashmins, were kiling
youngsters in an orgenised
manner This, he said, was in
line with Mr Modi's approach
in Gujarat where he had let
the RES goons loase to camy
on the paogrom against
Muslims. It should have
been known by then that Mr

the National Command

citles,”

e added

The cersmony was held at

Murad Ali Shah claims around Rs70bn to be spent on
Karachi's uplift in upcoming fiscal year

KARACHI: Chief Minister Syed
Murad Al Shah on Friday sad that ug
to Rs70 billion would be spant on the
uplift of Karachi in the next iscal year
2020-21.

Concluding the debatz an the
provincizl budget in the Sindh
Agsembly. he sald that Karachi was
his city and an integral part of the
provings.

The chief minister said that whil a
Pakistan Tehseek-i-nsal  membar
stated that onfy Rs1.94bn was aflocat-
ed fortGarachi in the annusi develop-
ment programime, “RaBl o 70 billea
was earmarked for the cty's dif ferent
projacts in the budget for the fiscal
year 2020-21

He was of the view ihal the provin-
cial government’s main source of
income was sales tax on services, the
major chunk of which was receied
from Karachi ‘N & understood that
mare tawes are collected from the
place whare there is major consump-
tan,” he addad

s for the delay in e K-V project
@ Joint megapraject of the provincial
and lederal govemments meant o
augment Karachi's dasly waler supply
he sakd thal Prime Minister Imran
Khan during his visit o Karachi af ter
holding the premier's of fice had

asked o stop the work ‘The prime
minister wanted an inguiry and main-
teined thet initially, the project’s estl-
mated cost was Rs25bn but it now
axpeeded Re1006n, therefore a prabe

should be held,” he said.
ke sald that the Frontier Warks
" iy giter ©

why they expanded the probe far the
lest five years as the sugar inquiry

megapro-ect’s contract and asked
the cantre for strict action  someans
was imvohed in any malpractios

The CM said that & 'mbbery” of bil

fan of rupeas wes mae by he sugar
mill gwners who got subsidy during
October 2018 o January 2020

He said that the PTI's blus-eyed
persons were getting caught that's

was initially tasked to
probe inlo subsidy given 1o sugar
mills owners for just the Bast two
yEamE.

"The Sindh government didn't give
subsidy 1o any of the sugar mills dur-
ing 201819,” he added,

Mr Shah seid that 48 lewmakess of
o ferent assemblies were facing car-
nuplion charges and booked by the
Mational Accountabilty Bureau.

‘On the one hand, Sindh Assembly
memiters of PPP Agha Sirs) Duran:
Faryal Talpur, Jam Khan Shoro,
Sharjeal Inam Maemon, Oaim Al
Shah, Awals Jadir Shah Abdur Rauf
Kheso, Taimur  Talpur,  Rajs
Razzague, ismad Rahu and MOM-P's
Javed Hanif wers following legal pro-
cedures but on the other hand, &
member af the opposition facing
same charges is maving fraely aven
without obtaining bail,” said the chief
minister.
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Smart lockdown
delivers

THE idea of smart lockdawn facad a lof of criticism and
especially ridiculed by the opponents of the FTI govern-
ment a& a failed one. However, the drop in Corona cases
and deaths aver the last few days indicate that the strai-
egy has somewhal starled to deliver, thus vindicating the
stance of Prime Minister Imran Khan Though the number
of deaths has significantly dropped from over one hun-
dred to sixty on Wednesday, yet there is no need to be
complacent as the figures of deaths and infections are
likely to go up and down in the days ahead. Government
officiale himself are on record saying that the months of
July and Auguet are very difficult ones as these could wil-
ness a sharp upsurge in the infections. What s required
is the: strict enforcement of smart lockdown in the hotspol
areas, Up lill now the authorities concerned have done a
great work by ensuring strict compliance of restrictions in
the hotspot areas and they need to work with the same
spirit in the days ahead. Though this created many hard-
ships for the people Ivng m those areas, it was impera-
tive to save the lives and flatten the curve of the conta-
glon Indeeo a developing couniry Bke ours cannot afford

a wn for &

period, To revive

economic activity and protect the livelihood of the vulner-
ahble peopla, it was need of the hour to put in place such
a system which on the one hand saves the life of our peo-
ple and on the other hand keepe the economy afloat.
Government has tried its level best 1o strike a batance in
this regard and one expects that both the federal and
provincial govemments move ahead in a coordinated
manner whilst rising above pelitical point scoring to
defeat the virus, Heavy respansibility also rests with the
masses to ensure full complianca of the Standard
Operating Procedures (S0Ps) for their own safaty.

Emergency meeting of OIC on Kashmir

Sultan M Hali

THE Owrganization -of Islamic
Cooperation (2IC) Contact
Group on Jammu & Kashmir
will hold an ermergency meel-
ing via videcconference 1o
discuss the latest situation in
the disputed teritory The
online meet will Bring togeth-
ar the Foreign Minsters of
the Jammu & Kashmir
Confact Group member
states: Azerbailan, Miger,
Pakistan, Saud: Aratea and
Turkey. “The meeling is par
of a series of confinuous
Jammu & Kashmir Contact
Group meetings to eddress
the issue” OIC Secretary
Ganeral DOr  Yousel Al
Othaimeen was quoled as
saying. The OIC, founded in
1867 and consists of &7
countrles, is the coflective
woice of the Muslim word 1o
ensure and safeguard their
economic and political intar-
B85, Kaghmir i held by India
and Pakistan in pars but
claimad by both in full A
small sliver of the region is
alse controlled by China.
Since they were paritioned
in 1847, India and Pakistan
have fought three wars—in
1848, 1965 and 1871, two of
them have Deen owver
Kashmir.

Kashmirl greugs in occupled
Jammu & Kashmir have
been fighting against the
Indian rule for independence
or unificstion with neighbaur-
Ing Pakistan. According fo
saveral human rights organi-
zations, thousands of paople
have been kiled in the con-
fiect since 1969, Hundreds of
thousands Kashmiri women
have been raped, while thou-
sands of Kashmir youth lan-
guish in jails. On & August
2019 the Indian government

revoked Article 370 and cther
relgled provisions from its
Consfitution, scrapping the
country's only Muslim-majore
ty state with s autonomy. It
was also split into two fadar-

1actics to disenfranchise and
dispossess these peoples
“Both these situations are
worsening and call for the
urgant attanfion of the miar-
natienal  communily,”  he

ally territories.
Simutaneously, it locked the
reqgion down, detaining thou-
sands of penpﬁe impasing

and

Aceusing New Delhi of toeing
a "Hindutva® agenda. he said
Ihe mnup;ﬂng forces were

targeting

blackmﬂ. P&ushan has urged
the DHC to “facilitate a lasting
salution” to its long-smouk
dering dispule with long-time
rival India on Jammu and
Kashmir. “In view of the
grave situstion, it is impera-
trwe that the CIC steps up its
efforts fo fecilifete & lasting
solution 1o the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute” Foreign
Minister  Shah  Mahmood
Qureshi said i an address to
&n emergency meeting of the:
OIC's Contact Group on
Jammu end Kashmir via
video canferance

“The CIC must urge India to
rescing ils unilateral and lle-
gal actions since 5 August
201%; implement the relevant
UNSC resolutions 1o hold a
UN-supervised plebiscite in
ICUSK; halt its blatant human
rights vinlations and provide
unhindered access to OIC,
UM, human rights organiza-
tions and intamational media
lo Investigate and report on
the situation in the occupled
territory” Careshi said. He
was referring to  India's

*For the last 10
maonths, the Kashmiri people
have endured untold suffer-
ing from contmuous lock-
down, military slege, commu-
nications blockade and
unprecedented resirictions,”
he further said, adding: It i
highly reprehensible

that
while the world communsy is
grappling with the COVID-13

pandemic. India remains
busy intensifying s brutaliza-
tion of the Kashmin people.”
Ag parl of this cover-up,
Qureshl sald, Indla had fur-
ther intensified its violations
of the cease-fire along the
borders, killing 13 people,
and injuring another 104,
ingluding wornen and chil-
dren, “There i a possibility
that in omder to divert the
world's gttention from its
state-terrorism  and  unac-
ceplable actions in [0J&K,
India may resort to false flag
operation and undariake
soma other misadventure
which coukd Impenl reglonal
peace  and securily” he
added

Qureshi said hls country had

Himalayan valley this year.
Some 72 freedom fighters
‘were killed since the coron-
avirue pandemic emerged in
the ragion on 20 March. Also,
In Siachen glacier in nedhem
Kashmir, Indian and
Pakistan| rocgs have fought
intermittently since 1584, A
cesse-fire took effect In
2003. Pakistani  Prime
Minister Imean Khan raised
his woice in support of the
baleaguered Kashmiis at the
United  Mations  General
Assemibly sesslon last year
H& concemns were echoed
by the bold Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan s
well 23 the Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir
Muhammad.

Most members of the Arab
worid anjoy outstanding frade
and commerce ties with india
and that hes deterred them
from coming out in full sup-
port for the Kashminis, Arab
media has picked up the
cudgel an behalf of Indian
Muslims to expose indian
government's  anbi-Mushkm
slance. Mumercus article
have appearsd in  Arab
dailies while the social media
is @buzz with twasts waming
Indkan government to dests'
from

gency meeting via videacon-
ference to discuss the [atest
siduation in the disputed teri-
tory. The online mest will
bring together the Foreign
Minigters of the Jammu &
Kashmir  Contact  Group
member states: Azerbagan,
Nager. Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey, “The mesting is
part of a series of continwous
Jammu & Kashmir Contact
Group meetings to address
the isswe,” OIC Sacrefary
General Or  Yousef Al
Othaimeen was quoled as
saying. The QIC, founded in
1967 and consists of 67
countries, is the colfiective
voice of the Muslim world to
ensure and sefeguard their
eoonomic and polifical iner-
esis. Kashmir is held by India
and Pakistan In pars but
claimed by both in full. A
small siiver of the region is
also controfied by China
Since they were parfitioned
in 1847, India and Pakistan
have fought three wars—in
1948, 1965 and 1571, two of
them have been over
Kashmir,

Kashmiri grougs in occupled
Jammu & Kashmir have
besn fighting against the
Indsan rule for independence

with

Interestingly, members of the
Foyal Family in Oman and
UAE have taken to sending
messages via lhe soclal
media that if India does not
refrain from sending hate

scrapping of the decad

long special status of the dis-
puted valley last August
Drawing a parallel 1o the
Palestinian issue, Qureshi
said: ‘The Jammu and
Kashmir dispute, |ust like

Palestine, confinues to be
the longest-standing item on
he UN and DIC agenda.” He
‘went an to say that lerasl and
India were pursuing smilar

reatraint
despite Indizn miitery end
palitical leaders’ “belligerent
thetoric” and “aggressive
actions” on the ground,
However, he wamed that
Isiamabad  would  defend
itself against any act of
aggression. The latest surge
in violence has left dead over
100 suspected Kashmiri
fighters in the disputed

threugh its Diaspara warking
In the Middle East, they will
face the danger of being
depoded It is high tma that

or
ing Pakistan Aor.urdlng o
several human rights organi-
zations, thousands of people
have been kiled in the con-
flict gince 1989, Hundreds of
thousands Keshmin women
have been raped, while thou-
sands of Kashmir youth lan-
guish in jails. On & August
2019 the Indian government
ravoked Article 370 and other

reglon down, detaining thou-
sands of peopie, impesing
mavement restrictions and
enforcing 8 communications
blackout Pakistan has urged
the CIC o “facilitate a lasting
solution” 1o its long-smoul-
dering dispute with long-trme
rival India on Jammu and
Kashmir. “In view of the
arave siuafion, it is impera-
tive that the CIC steps up its
afforts o facilitate a lasting
solution 1o the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute,” Foresgn
Minister  Shah  Mahmeod
Qureshi sald in an address 1o
an emesgency meeting of the
OIC's Contact Group on
Jammu and Kashmir vis
wvideo confsrence,

“The QIC rmust urge India o
restind its unilateral and ille-
gal actions since & Augusl
2019; implemant the relevant
UNSC resolutions to hold a
UN-supervised plebiscite in
ICUEK; hait its biatant human
rights vinlations and provide
unhindersd access to OIC,
UM, human rights organiza-
liors and intermational media
to investigate and report on
the situation in the occupled
territory,” Cureshi said. He
was referring o India's
scrapping of the decades-
long special status of the des-
puted vallay last August.
Drawing a parallel 1o the
Palestinlan issue, Qureshi
sald. “The Jammu and
Kashmir dispite, just like
Palestine, continues o be
the longest-standing itzm on
the UM and OIC sgenda.” He
went an bo say that | srasl and
India wera pursuing similar
tactics to disanfranchise and

the THC takes cog
the sad plight of the
Kashmiris and chaslises
Indis sfrongly. Crganization
of Islamic Cooperation (iG]
Contact Group on Jammu &
Kaghmir will hokd an emer-

of related p

from its
Constitution, scrapping the
country's only Musim-majori-
ty state with its autonomy. It
was also split into two fader-
ally administered femitories.
Simulanecusly, it locked the

these peoples,
Boih these siluations are
worsening and call for the
urgent atiention of the inter-
national community” he
maintained.

Courlesy, PO

Sindh Govt stands by industrial-
ists to solve their problems, Says
Jam lkramullah Dharejo

KARACHI
Provincial

27
for

June
Minister

Industries & Commerce and

Cooperative Department &
Anti-Corruption Jam
Ikramullah Dharejo, taking
note of the protest of Sindh
industrialists against power
lnad shedding, has said that
Sindh Govermment is stand-
ing  shoukder to shoulder
wilh them and demands from
the federal governmeant that
all legiimale issues of the
Industrialists Including load
shedding of electricity and

gas be resalved immediately
50 that the indusirialists can

focus on their industries and
provide  appropriate job
opportunities to the people of
the pravince, In a statement
issued here on Friday, he
said that the protest of indus-
triafists apeinst lnad shed-
ding in industries iz their
demacratic right and if thare
is no eleciricity, how will the
indusiries run?

The Prime Minister should
Immediately take notice of
Ihis  serious  situation,

Provincial  Minister  Jam
Ikramuliah Dharejo further
said that it was a fact that
power and gas load shed-
ding in indusiries was
savaraly affacting the pro-
duchion process while indus-
lries were already facing
savera crisis due to Corona
wirus. In such a difficult situa-
tion, if relief is nol provided
ta the industrialists, the site-
ation may bacoma mora seri-
ous,

He said that
Industnes were suffering due
to power outsges which
could lkead 1o alaming rise in
unemployment.  Provincial
Minister for Industries &
Commercs  and  Anti-
Corruption Jam Ikramuliah
Dharejo said that the Sindh
govarnment was  serious
about resolving the legiti-
mate issues of the industral
igfs but the problems of the
indusirialists could not be
sobved withoul the posilive
role of the federal govern-
meant.

video on coronavirus preven-
tion, preparedness

KARACHE:  Minister for
Health. Singh, Azra Pechuho
on Thursday released a vidao
message on  precaytionary
mea:wms W be taken aner

avings cases in country. Zafar
Mirza Pechuho =aid that thosa
with the symptoms of tha dan-
geroug vines should contact
lhbdev@mll! of health o an

of

casas in Fakistan, ARY News
reporied

The minister sald that pea-
ple shoud follow the precau-
tions with due ddigance and
niot take high faver, cough, and
trouble in breathing lightly.
Read More . Govl laking
measures 1o prevent coron-

basis She said hat
a team of Sindh govemmant
health officials will get in touch
with those that reach out and
engure the bast treatment pas-
sible. Rizad More:
Coronavirus: Sindh CM chairs
heatth emergency mesting
She added that those who
have undertaken fravels Lo

Iran and China should try and
i3y home for &t least 14 days
s that if they have contracied
he wrus somehow # does nat
spread 1o ofhers KARACH|
Minister for Health, Siadh,
Azra Pachuho on Thursday
released B video message on
precautionary measures to be
taken after confimation of
caronavins cases in Pakistan,
ARY News reporied The min-
ister sail that people should
follow the precautions with dug
difgence

Sindh Govt
approves 184
appointments

against deceased
quota

SOME 3637
APPOINTMENTS
AGAINST
DECEASED QUOTA
HAVE BEEN MADE
IN VARIOUS
PROVINCIAL GOV-
ERNMENT. DEPART-
MENTS SINCE 2019

KARACHI June 27; Sindh
Chiaf Secretary Syed Mumtaz
Ali Shaly on Friday approved

184 appointments on
deceased guota raising the
total number of such appaints
to 3638 since 2019 in various
depariments of the provincial
government, The approval
was given in a meeting of a
committes held with Chief
Secretary Mumiaz All Shah in
the chair and all other rele-
want secrelaries including
senlor member Board of
Revenue have attended the
meeting through videa link

i e 4
KCCI disappointed over mea-
ger reduction in policy rate

KARACHI: Chairman
Businessmen Group (BMG)
and  Former  President
Karachi Chamber  of
Commerce &  Industry
(KCCI) Siraj Kassam Teli
and President KCCl Agha
Shahab Ahmed Khan, have

fram  their offices.
The meeting approved 38
jobs In Local Govemnment, &
in Fgaith, 5 In Revenue, 26 in
Irrigation. 4 in Food depart-
menl, 78 jobs were approved
in School Education, 4 in
works and Services, 10 in
Agrculture and 4 in Public
Health Department
Government of Sindh. The
secratanes of vanous depart-
ments informed the meating
aboul the delays beng faced
n rlnalnzauon of cases by

over @ maager reduction of
just one percent in Policy
Rale by the Siale Bank of
Pakistan, tarming it “too lit-
fle. too late”

They stated that for a
long fime even before the
pandemic, KCCI| has con-
sistently demanded to bring
the policy rate to down fo
4% in one go rather than in
instalments. Reduction in
policy rate in bits and
pieces did not provide the
much needed Ihrust fo
aconomy whereas a one-
tima major raduction to 4%
coubd have triggered growth
and acealarated ecanamic
activities. Reduction in poli-
cy rate in bita and pieces is
not enough 12 provide stim-
ulus to the economy hence,
it is necessary fo signifi-
canily reduce the interest
rate in a singhe sleg, 1o ras-
cue the trade and industry
which is going through an
Crisis
Revision in policy rate fo
7% will effectively mean the
inlerest rate for large scale
will be 8% o 9%

Dlistrict Recrudment

Commiltees (DRCs) of differ-  unprecedented
ant districts.  The  Chief

Secretary directed the con-

cemead Deputy

b5 el

Iy convene the meelings of

District Recruitmant

Committees and submit the
reports within 15 days so that
appointment against
deceased quela could be
ensured. He glao sought the
details of those cases where
the salaries have not been
released or recruitment com-
miflee process has been
delayed.

after adding the bank's
spread while it will not be
less than 10% to 12% for
smallar entities

In & statement, Sira) Tell
and Agha Shahab ponted
out that the business &
industrial  communily s
gaing through difficull times
and many will nat ba able to
survive Inrough the eco-
nemic crisis. Mearly all
major ecanamies hava sup-

ported  businesses by
reducing thelr policy rates
o as low as zero percent
realizing the gravity of a
global economic melidown
and Its impact on business-
s |1 is surprising that the
decislon makers &t the SBP
and the governor do not
have the perception of

ground realities of Pakimn
and the serious

and raw materials, whila the
demand has also been sup-
pressed. Therefore, it I8
imparative to support the
busingss  and Industrial
community &t such a critical
time through Further reduc-
tion in policy rate
Chairman BMG  and
Presidant KCC1 underlined

the fact that

challanges the country will
have to face in the near
future |f growth does not
pick up soon,

They opmeﬁ that thisre is

KCCl had
i ta
the Prime Ministar of

Pakistan on various occa-
sipns and slso to Governor
State Bank of Pakistan dur-
Ing his last wvisil 1o KCCI
befora d about

now smple far
i in pol-

high inkeresi

Iy rale because the infla-
tion has declined sharply
due to a steep fall in prices
of crude ail, commeodites
and raw materials, while the
demand has also been sup-
pressed, Therefors, it is
Imperative to support the
business and industrial
community at such a crifical
time through further reduc-
tien in policy rate.

They opined that there is
now ample justification for

rates which stifled growth
and increased cost of daing
buginass.

They hoped that realiz-
ing the gravity of the silua-
tion, the State Bank would
once  BQain  review  its
Monetary Palicy at the earli-
esl and revise the policy
rate downward by another
300 basis points to provide
much needed thrust to
eeonamy and trigger growth
in the face of upcoming

d in pol-
Iy rate because the infla-
tion has declined sharply
due to a steep fall in prices
of crude ofl, commedities

halteng created by
Cavid-18 pandemic thal has
affectad the entire world.




Karachi: Chairman District Council Karachi Salman Abdullah Murad chairing meeting

Entertainment Sports and Technology

in connection of FY budget of 2020-21 at his office.

Karachi: Group photo of senior vice president of America- Pakistan Busness devel-

opment forum Shalkh imtiaz Huseain, General Secretary Syed Nasir Wajahat, Muman
Ahmedani and Atif Khan during emergency meeting on Load shedding in Karschi and

financial crisis in Karachi,

KATI demands end of
load shedding in
industrial areas

Karachi President
Korangl  Assocation  of
Trade. & Indusiry Sheikh
UmnerRehan urged K-glec-
tric o end unannounced
load shedang of electricity
in_industrial areas as the
imerruption of power supply
causes drastic effects on
industrial production and
exports.

He said that K-slectric
explains that due to unavail-
abality of furnace oil and gas
power generation for the city
got effacted, this rases
questione over performance
of Mmistry of petroleum and
enery.

He alse noted that during

this pandemic many effect
pecple are in salf-sclation
et their homes, powe out-
ages can cause great deal
of rouble for those patients
toa

He said thal Industry
afready facing crisis due to
economic conditions of the
couniry &nd coronavirus, in
thess bmes power outages
direcily efiecting the industry
and the economy as wall.
"Power supply should be
congiderad as the fop prion-
ty for the national economy
and prospenty” he added,

Metro Pakistan and
Unilever join hands to
distribute free meals to
paramedics

Karachi, June 27, 2020
Caovid-19  Pandemic  hag

frontline fghters have been

Director General KDA, Asif lkram visits
Landhi, Mehran Town and Korangi

Karachi: Directar
Genaral KDA, Mr Asif
tkram visited different area
of Landhi

General KDA regarding all
the steps which ara being
1aken for eviction of legal
ocoupancy. On that occa-

Town  Korangi  while
Executive Enginser
Korangl brefed Director

and Mehran
z

sion he said that ILis Begal
and against the allotment
procedurs fo  construct

Commercial institute and
Indusiries over residential
plots

He said that “We will
not allow commercial activ-
fies on residential sde as il
i vinlations of rules” while
operstion will be carried
out soon egainst illegal
occupancy, Director
Ganeral KDA sesks detail
report regarding all  the
ilegal occupancy within a
week, During visit along
with  Director Geaneral
Director Estate &
Enferement Raza
Qaimkhani, Executive
Enginear Kaorangl  and
other officer were present
there:

Transfast Partners with Habib Bank
Limited (HBL) for Global Remittances

Karachi, June 27, 2020:
Transfast, a leaing cross-
border payments service

Transfast is fully committed
to offer competitive pricing,
fast transfer of funds and

pravidar with pn in
over 140 countrizs, has
parinered with Habd Bank
Limited (HBL), the larges!
commercial bank with over
1700 branches m Pakistan,
to faciitate expatriates
arcund tha globe fo send

maoney 1o Pakistan
The remittance facility
between Transfast and HBL
is now avaiable fo the
Pakistani expatnates glob-
ally. This partnership further
shrengthens Transtast's net-
work in Pakistan and pro-
vides an option 1o cus-
lomers to receive money
from over 1700 branches of
Habib  Bank  across
Pakistan

“HBL Is one of the most
esteemed financial institu-
tions in Pakistan and it is an
hanor 1o parines with them.

engagement,” said Samir
Vidhate, SVF & MD,
Transfast, “Through this
partriership we will provids
our Pakistani customer
base wilh more convenient
and ble ways to col-

cial to all the customers who
look 10 make fast intema-
tional money transfers to
HEL Pakistan. Togethes, we
lock forward to providing
excellent services 10 our
customess with commament
to banking excelence for a
better tomormow.”
Remitlances account for
&% of Pakistan's GDP and

lect money from any branch
of HEL in Pakistan and to
send money fo any bank
account in the country,”
Faisal MNoor Lalani,
Head international Banking,
HBL remarked “| would like
to teke this opportuniy to
thank Mr. Vidhate for com-
Ing te Pakistan. | look for-
ward io giving full support to
the entire feams of both the
Institutions. in my capacity,
to make our parinership
fruitful. This s & proud
moment for HEL as this new
arrangament will be benefi-

the govemment has offered
several Incentives 1o
ENCOUrBge even more cash
flow nte  the country
According to initial esii-
males from the State Bank
of Pakistan, the country
received B record $21.04
billion in remittances in
2019, That number is
expacted to go up as ana-
lyats predict that more than
elght million  overssas
Pakistanis will confinue to
send money back home
with remittances poised to
hit $23 bson.

adversely impacied the lives
of many across the word.
During this difficull time,
METRO Pakistan in coilabo-
ration with Unilever Pakistan
distributed meal boxes fo
the frontline warriors. includ-
ing doctors, nurses, and

putting ther lives &t risk day

in and day oul to save lives
of people who have bean
Impacted by the deadly
virus, This initiative started
al the beginning of this
manth and fill date over 600
real boxes have been dis-
tributed across three cifies.

other medical support func-
tions at warious hospitals,
fighting the war against the

global pandemic. These

However the aim still s 1o
extend this activity on coun-
try leved to facllitale &3 many
health warkers as possible

Personal Protective
Equipment PPEs
distributed for Improved
Nutrition in Sindh

By Dr Aflab Ahmed
Bhand

TROP under the PINS-
Program  for  Improved

Nutrition in Sindh, distrib-
uted Personal Profeclive
Er;liﬂﬂ!eﬂ‘ F'F'Es

DADU. Nr. Shah Zaman

Khuhra, Deputy
Camenissioner Dadu launch-

Ing TROP iniliative of disiri-
bution of Personal
Profective FFEs

FC area deprives from clean drinking
water and basic amenities, Sardar
Abdul Rahim and others

Karashi: General
Secretery of Pakistan
Muslim League-Functional
Sindh and GDA
Spokesperson Sardar Abdul
Rahim, MPA Nusrat Sahar
Abbasi, Shehar Yar Khan
Mehr, Arif Mustafa Jatol in
their joint staternent said
that the ancient population
of Karachl FC Area has
been completed neplected
by the concem autheridies
since many years, which
has been deprived of ciean
drinking water and basic
amenities for years, has
been neglected by the
KMC.

They further sald the oty

govenment and the Sindn
government nod have besen
paid heed in order to
resalve the basic issues of
the pogalation of the areq,

Tha PML-F. along with
the residenis of the FC
area, has nol provided
clean water in the area. The
lzaders, wha filed a petition
in the Sindh High Court
against the wisit, further said
that the FC area has been
daliberately neglacted only
because of the large num-
ber of supperiers of Pir
Sahib Pagara and workers
and  sympsthizers  of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Functional, He warned the

vemment agencies and
the city government to stop
afrocities against the people
of FC area

in willage Daud Panhwar
Union Councll Pir Mashaikh,
Taluka Johi, district Dadu.

TRDP  will  distribute
138,800 surgical masks,
135,800 hand  gloves,
74,088 hand washing scaps
and BB0 sanitizers in Dadu,
Jamshoro, Tando Allahyar
and Umerkot districts by end
of this month.

TROF started distribu-
tian of "Personal Protectve
Eguipment” PPEs through
PINS  Programme support-
ed by EU in district Dady as
per plan of all field tearms will
distributing, Face Masks
83,160 Hand Gloves 83,160
and Soaps 47,088,

Today in villege *Deud
Panhwar® Village:
Organization VO "Gulshan"
Lecal SBupport Organtzation
LSO “Josh® wmion council
Pear Mashakh Taluka Johi

opening of PPEs distributicn
aclivity conducted by
Deputy Commissienas Dadu
Mr. Raja Shah Zaman
Ehuhiro along with rest leam
members from TROP Mr. Af
Muhamlnad Kallar

Programme Manager PINS
Program  for  Improve
Mutrition in Sindh-  Project
Dadu?&  Jamshoro  Mr,
Abdul Ghaffar  Bughio
Dietrict Manager SUCCESS
Program Dietrict Dadu, Ms
Humera  MNoor — Shaikh
District Programme Officer

Trainings SUCCESS
Program Mr. Hamead
Samejo “District Project

Cficer” PINS  Project Dadu
& Field feam of Taluka Johi

Totel Face masks distrib-
uted 180, Hand Gloves 180
n CO@‘T\"’IUHIJ rasource
parsons” CRPs &
Agricufture  Entrepreneurs.
AEs, Toted BD soaps disirib-
uted in CRPs, AEs
Community Crganizations
members those who below
poverty as per PSC score.

On that occasion, speak-
ing program af village Daud
Fenhwar,DC Dadu, Raja
Shahzaman Khuhro appre-
clated the imitative of TRDP.
in such a difficult time in
afeas.

Review of Gwadar’s
development budget, declared a
tax-free economic-zone

Karachi: Gwadarabad
Chapter has held an
impartant meeting under
the chairmanship of Mr.
Mahmood Ahmad Khan
COVID 19 and on the

menis to provide renspart
facilities (lay bay areas
and other faciities) on
Gwadar Coastal Highway.

They also demanded
Gwadar s the sconomic

sbroad, so Immediately

Chief Minister Jam Kamal
Khan fulfill his promises so
that Gwadar can move for-
ward

The meeting was host-

issues of builders working
In CPEC Gwadar. A press

lifeblood of Pakistan in the
naar future, so tha Gwadar

staternent  issuad from grant shuuld be increasad

office d here. diately in the current
The statement further budget session

added that the meeling The members of the

jointly urged the Federal meeting reminded the

Govemnment to review the  Chief Minister of

development budgel of
Gwadar in the corrent
budget session and to
Increase its grant 1o com-
plete  the development
works of Gwadar as soon
as poesible.

The meeting also
demanded from the Prime
Minister of Pakistan,
Chairman Senate
Chairman CPEC and other
officials that the entire dis-
trict  of Gwadar be
declared 8 tax free eco-
namic zone

The meeling also
demanded from the feder-
al and provincial govern-

Balochistan Jam Kamal
that he had made public
the Gwadar Master Plan,
‘CM Jam Kamal Khan
promised to all builders
that the Gwadar will be
declared a free zone, there
‘woulkd be a window opera-
tion and a commitles
woukd be formed with the
builders, despite se far no
practical progress  has
been made on these prom-
ises’. The members of the
meeting added

It was said in the meet-
Ing that Eillions of doliars
have been invested in
Gwadar from counfry and

&d by Faisal Ehsan and
Fahad Ehsan, while Syad
Al Hussain Maqvi,
Mansaoaor Hoat,
Muhammad Maeem Khan,
Sher Bahacur Khaltak,
Fasihuddin Qureshi,
Irshed Ali Shad, Affan
Qureshi, Shabir Baloch,
Asif Gula, Zeeshan Advani
and Sheikh Afzal parici-
pated whereas  Shabir
Asghar, Mushiag Khokar,
Hussain Bohri, Humayun
Qadir and Shamaz Usman
from other cities of the
country alse participated in
the meeting through video
link

During the meeling
Apart from Gwadar and
CPEC, the overall eco-
nomic  situation of the
country was alse dis-
cussed. In which imporiant
decisions were made.

Head of Mission of Pakistan

Ahmed Ali Sirohey called on

Nigerien Minister H.E. Mrs.
Moumouni Amina

Mr. Ahmed Ali Sirohey,
Head of Mission of
Pskistan called on H.E

Mrs. Moumouni Amina,
Migerien  Minister  of
Energy.

During the meeting,
HoM was briefed by the
Minister on varous proj-
ects and priernties of gov-
emment. She informed
that overcoming energy
shortage is the numbar
ong priority of current
incumbent She
explained that required
power s 800 MGW.
whearas 200 MGW is
locally generated and
300 MGW iz imported
from Nigeria. She sald
that 80 MGW solar power
plant are being con-
structed at  Maradi,
Dosso  and  Niamey.
Anothar B9 MGW fuel
based plant is aboul to
be complated within six
months. The Chiness are
building dam on Miger
river and 150 MGW hydra
power

Mrs. Moumouni very
warmly recelved the
HoM. Minister briefed the
HoM aboul the different
development  projects
including forelgn invest-

ment in energy sector
and long and shart term

dey and custom  duty

planningigoals of har
Minisiry. She empha-
sized that Pakistani
Investors should avail
investmani opportunities
in Wigerien anergy sec-
tor, She further informed
investors would be pro-
vided incentives, tax holi-

waiver, HOM assured her
-

ull cooperation in dis-

seminating information
about the opportunitles in
energy sector for poten-
fial investors. Both the
dignitaries  agreed to
increase the cooperation
in the figld energy
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Even as Sindh boosts capacity, fewer get
tested for Covid-19

KARACHI: There have bean
awareness drives, lockdowns and
whatnot but irends show people ara
stil wary of getting themsedves test-
ed for the coronavins.

While the Sindh government
claims 1o have boosled the testing
capacity in the province fo 18.000
tests per day, the number of fesis
conducted daily has hardly crossed
the 6.000 to 7,000 merk in recent
oays.

On Thursday. @ mare B 458 tests
were reporied by the provincial chief
minester, yimlding 1,088 paositive
cases. even though past weeks had
seen the number of tasts conductad
in & day soar past 13,000, WWith fewer
tests, there has been a decline in the
number of new Infections defecied
too,

According to a top health depart-
ment official, citzens are avoiding
being tested cespite e government
increasing the festing capacity as “it
[Cavid-19] e sté a social stigma.”

Across Sindh, at least 20 facilifies,
with 15 in Karachi, are providing
sarvices for coranavirus testing and
cumulstively have the capacity to
conduct 18.000 tests per day.

‘Second. third Cowid-19 waves
ingvitable'

Amang them, the Indus Hospital
has the capacity to conduct 2.200
tests per day. Or Ziauddin Hospital
500, Aga Khan University Hosphal
1,200, Or Ruth Plau Givil Hospital
300, Dow University of Health

Scwncas' Gjha campus 1,500, Sindh
Institute of Uralogy and
Transplantation 200, Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical Centre 150, Dr
Panjwani Centre for Molecular

Medicing and Drug Research 1,200,
South City Hospital 200, Or Essa
Laborstory and Diagnostic Centre
100, Hashrmanis Hospital, Children's
Hospitsl Karachi and  Lisguat
Mational Hospital 200 esch,
Advanced Laboratodes Pyt Lid 300,
Chughtal Lab 1000, Liaquat
University of Medical and Heaith
Spences in Hyderabad 3,500, Syed
Abdullah Shah Institute of Medical
Scwnces i Sehwan 100, Shaheed
Mohiarma Benazir Bhutto Medical
University Larkana 100, Gambat
Insttute of Medical Sciences 300
and Ghulam Muhammad Mahar

Medical College in Sukkur 200,
Deapite each of thess testing
faciities having the capacity to con-
duct at least 100 lests dady, A has
been noted that there are days whan

soma among them receive just ona
gamgple from the health department
for Covid-149 screening

A heatlh deparment official told
The Express Tribune that the collac-
tive besting capacity of these faciliies
was enhanced keeping in view the
persistant nse @ the emergance of
Covid-18 cases.

“it sppeared that we would nesd
to estabiish maore testing facilities or
increase the capacity of the existing
ones.” he sad, observing that the
step did littie to help the situation with
fewer tests being conducted now,
“Unfartunataly, it is not warking oul

wall " ho remarked,

He further aszened that the per-
ceplion that cases wera now on the
dedine was false. "Apparently peo-
e are just not willing to get tested *

The Petraleum Division had pro-
posad the Cabinet Committes on
Frivatisation (CCOP) to stop the
OGDC divestment process due to &
sleep fall in share price of the blue-
chip company. OGDC's share price
dropped neary 2% to Rs124.7 per
share at the close of Tuesday's trad-
ing session, which was 42 2% below

the 2014 leved of RS216 when fhe |

Pakistan Muslim League-MNawaz
(PML-N} government also atiempted
to s2ll stake in the company.

The CCOP dscussed the propos-

al of halting the ongoing procees of =

divesting The CCOP discussed the
proposal of halting the ongoing

process of divesting 7% shares in | B

OGDC and, If necessary, instead sell
& 10% steke to & strategic investor
wrih a seal on the company's board

Adviser to the Prima Minister on
Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul
Hafeer Shaikh chaired lhe mesling
aof the CCOP — 8 cabinet body
respansible for making decision on
the sale of govemnment assefs

The Privat Ci

Karachi: Governor Sindh Imran lsmall has
donated 1,000 PPEs3,000 masks and 10
cartons of hand sanitizers on the request of
Mayer Karachl WaseemAkhlar These prolective
equipmen! would be used by doclors and
paramedical staff of

AbbasiShahaedHospialASH). Imran lsmail said
that with the provision of protective pears the

doctors, paramedics and jenibarial staff would be
alble 1o discharge their duties with ulmasl peace
of mind, Every effort is being made 1o provide
prolective  equipment for  heallh care
prefessionals, spacially to these who are
engaged in praviding care to Corone patients,ha
added. He said that health care professianals

Governor provides PPEs to Mayor
for KMC hospitals

are front Ing scidiers m awr war against Covig-
19 and i salube tham for their sacrifices. We
hawe 1o karm bo live with Bhis Virus a2 there were
no indcatars of fs eradcatian in near fubure, be
observed The governor 5ai (hal awareness
about this tsease was of immense importance
and we must all inform and educate our family
members and friends &sbout simple

precaufionary messwres {o control this Virus. By
avoiding handshakes, hugs and repeatedly
washing cur hands we could eMectively control
ils spread he added WaseemAkhlar Ihanked
Governar Sindh for providing PPEs and ofher
ftems for the health professsonals of ASH.

had sent & surmmary for the CCOP's
consideration after the Petroleurn
Division — the administrative ministry
of OGDC - advised on February 14
“not 1o pursue” the divestment trang-
action, showed official docments.

Outgoing passengers to be screened for

ISLAMABAD. The governmant
announced on Thursdsy thet pas-
sengers fying oul of Pakistan would
be screened for Cowvid-18 symptoms
similar to the procedure fol-
lowed for incoming ones after

Emiraies, Efihad Awways and Fly |

Dubai suspended their fights from
the country when 26 Pakistanis trav-
efing on a flight to Hong Kong tested
posiive for the disease.

However, It alse dispelled the

impression that a large number of B

Pakistan| passengers were festing
positive for the virus in other coun-
tries.

The screening of passangers trav-
eling abroad will start from June 27,
Special Assistanl 1o the Prime
Minister on National Security Dr
Moeed Yusuf said at a news confiar-
ence In lslamabad

“They [outbound passengers]
waor'l be tested for coronavirus, bul
their temperature and symptoms will
be checked,” he explained

“If case of any susplcon, they will
be asked guestions. If someone is
suspecied ta be suflering from cora-
na, they will not b= allowed to fravel,*
he added.

The SAPM asked passengers —
especislly ones had already booked
their fickets — fo reach the airport
only if they were ‘completely fil”
“Those who have symptoms or have
been i contact with a Covid-18
patient should not come to the air-
piort,” he added,

Covid-

He also requested tham Lo read
the policy of the country they intand-
g 10 travel to and ensue they ful-
fised ak conditions.

19 too

percantage of passengers fiying out
of Pakistan are testing positve far
the virus, That s not the case.”

On the passengers who had been

The PMs aide polnted outl that
many eountries had made i manda-
tory for passengers to quarantine
themzselves for 14 days while some
had even made & pre-amival Covid-
19 test compulsory

“Pleasa follow the policies of the
countries you are travefling fo. If you
1est positive in anoiher coundry, # will
be a diplomatic issue for Pakistan

Yusul also refuted repors that
most Pakistanis who were travelling
abroad were lesling posilive for
Covid-19 in other counlries. “Nat
evaryone who has travelled abroad
from Pakisten has tested positive,”
he added,

There are repors that a major

diagnosed with Cowid-18 in Hong
Kang, the PM's axde said the govern-
ment was aware of the issue and
Ipaking into the matter 25 a respansi-
ble state. ‘The govemment will
address these concems,” he added,

The SAPM further said all airlines
had been aliowed fo enter Pakistan
and 270 flights were expectad fo land
ir the coundry from June 26 to 30

He added that all Pakislani
labourers stranded sbroad because
of the pandemic, especially those in
Gull countries, would likely 1o back
homa in the next faw waeks.

On Wednesday, Emirates said the
temporary suspension was effective
from June Z4. “Wa are coordinating

closely with various authodties and
will review end implement anmy
required additional measures to sat-
=fy all parties before we resume
sarvices from Pakistan” a spokes-
worman for Emirates told Reuters
However, the gidine wil contnue to
aperate fights to Pakistan, she
added

According io Emirstes, 26 pas-
sengers traveling on a fight to Hong
#ong have tested positve for Covid-
19

These passengers were from
Pakistan and had frarsited through
the Dubai aiport before boarding
another flight for Hong Kong

Similarly, Etihad Airways and Fly
Cubai also announced that they were
=uspending flights from Pakistan

The hospita! director added that at
least B0 people had suffered gun
shot wounds Mew Delhi's Chief
Minister Arvind Kajriwal has said the
army showd be called i and a cur
few imposed in the affected areas of
the capital fo control the rampaging
mobs.Police used tear gas and
smoke grenades but struggled to dis-
perse stane-dhrowing crowds.

Trump reiterates offer to mediate
Keshmir disputeThe clashes, which
coincided with @ visit to India by US
President Daonald Trump, erupied
early this week batween thousands
demonstrating for and againgt the
new citzenship law introduced by
Prime  Minister Narendra Modi's
Hindu nationalist led government.

Call for strict implementation of
tobacco consumption

Karach: The Sociely for Protection
of Rights of tha Child [SPARC)
organized an onling discussion ses-
slon on International Day Agalnst
Drug Abuse and llicit Trafficking.
Speaking on this year's theme
“Better Knowledge for Batter Care”,
anfi-tobacco activists stressed upon
the need 1o improve the under-
standing of tobacco smaking as &
dirug problem and how the improved
knowledge will resilt in reducing its
impact en health and g i

for youth and minors, She further
says, This i top prority of federal
govt fo cury the dugs mafia and
save our youth  KashifMirza,
Manager Communication SPARC,
said that Use of tohacco smaking in

The government has no fresh data
of drug users in the country &s last
nafional level survey—Drug Use in
Pakistan however [t 15 approxmate-
|y 8.7 million. & percent of the then
total population of the country, peo-
ple betwsen the ages of 1564
ymars wate using any ilkcit drug
including misuse of prescription
drugs. According to the United
Matszns Cffice on Drugs and Crime,
Pakistan (UNODC) has 6.7 million
drug users. lllicit trede of tobaceo is
on peak as 16% of all cigarsties
smoked In Pakistan are lllict, big
Tobaces Companies are bahind this
\llicit trade. Sidra Imsan MPA Sindh
Assembly from FTI, saidiobacco
smoking nol only has physical
Impacts but Impacts

any age is first step which leads to
use drugs, in youlh is nol a matter of
persanal choice anymare, The issue
has become so serious that it
should be laoked in to immediztely
8s a serious form of drug abuse
ShumailaMuzammil Women Rights
Activiel said: the need of

Depariment &t the University of
Karachi, said that media and lack of

laws on

Markazi, Kermanshah, Ardebil,
Mazandaran, Lorestan, Semnan
and he said.

has i the
habit of smaking in Pakistan

Iran on Wednesday reported four

Iran has been scrambling to contain
COVID-19 since Wednesday last
week when it announced the first
two deaths in Oom, & centre for
Islamic studies and pilgims fhat
attracts scholars from abeoad,

It has closed schoals, universiies,
cultural centres, sporting avents and
deployed teams of sanitary workers
1o disinfiact buses, trains and public
spaces. The lalest health minstry
figures show the virus has spread to
all four comers of the couniry,

Mewly hit regiens include south
wastem Khuzestan, Lorestan o the
west, Semnan in central fran. the
southermn provinee of Homozgan,
and Sistan and Baluchistan as well

more novel coronavirus deaths

among 44 new cases in the past 24
hours, taking the fotal number of
fatalities to 18 and infections to 138

as b and n
the southeast But despite the rapid
spread of coranavinus, the authori-
lies have so far dismissed quaran-
tine as an opticn to coniral the out-

Health  ministry k

Kianoush Jahanpour called on
Iranians to refrain from travel as he
the new tallies on state

|argescale awarensss campaigna.
Serious efforts are required from
1o élirinate thes licit

on human health too. Tobacco
srmoking 18 causing dementia and
other serious issues. Passive smok-

trade fo ensure that tobacco indus-

try doesn't have excuse to work

with. Prof, Dr. Farah Igbal, the
i of F

tedevision.

Filfteen new COVIDAS cases sur-
faced in the Shiite holy cty of Qom
nine in Gilan, four in Tehran, three in
Khuzestan, two each in Sistan and
Baluchistan,  Kohglluyeh  and

ing is desmed aqually

Chairp!

y , and Fars; and ane in

break. According fo . the
situation in Com was “improving”
“Every 24 hours at least 10 per cent
of these hospitalised or suspact
cases @re discharged with good
general health” he sald. But in
Gilan “things are slightly concern-
ing”, he added, as it has had the
second-highest number of new
cases, some of which were in peo-
phe who had made trips.

Karachi: Az many as 1 088 cases were
detected by conducting 8,458 tasts whie 17
more patents died Miing the tally of the cases
ta 75,168 and death toll 1o 1,178, A statement
isgued here on Thursday said that 6,458
samgles were lesled which diagnosed 1,088
cases {hal constitided 17 percent result. So
far, 408,145 tests have been canducted

which detected 75168 casas all over Sindh,
e said and added the overall deleclion rale
came to 18.3 percent

17 mare pabents died while strugaling egainst
Ihe coronavirus, The death tall stemming from

coronavirus has reached 1,173 that
constifuted 1.5 percent, he said. Al present
33131 patients are undar treatment, of them
31,865 in home isolation, 78 &t Isolation
Centers and 1388 at different hospitals. At
presenl 841 patients are in critical condition
while 39 have been shifled on venlilators, The
slatemen! added that 1,267 palients
recovered overnight and returned fo normal
lifa. The number of patents recoverad so far
haz reachad to 40740 that constitutes 54
percent recovery rate Al present 33131
patients are under freatment, of them 31,665
in home wolation, T8 at Isalstion Centers and
13E8 &l different haspitals. Al present 841
patients are in critical condflion while 99 have
been shifled on The

Sindh Corona death toll reaches
1,178, Report says

patients recovered so far has reached to
40740 that constitutes 54 percent racavary
rate. The CM sand that out of 1088 new cases,
494 belonged 1o Karachi, they include 208
South, 141 East, 48 Central, 44 Malir, 32
Horangi and 21 Wesl

Thie CM gaid that oul of 1098 new cases, 494
belonged to Karachi, they mcude 208 South,

141 East, 48 Ceniral, 44 Malir. 32 Karangi and
21 Wesl.As many as 1,096 cases were
detected by conducting & 458 tests while 17
mare patients died lifting the tally of the cases
10 75,168 and dealh toll to 1.178. A statement
issued here on Thursday said thal 6458
samples were tested which diagnosed 1.028
cases that constiluted 17 parcant result. Se
far, 4,068,145 tests have been conducted
which detected 75,168 cases all aver Sindh,
e sald and added the averall detection rate
came o 18.3 percent,

17 more patlents died while siruggling against
the coranavirus. The death foll stemming from
caronavirus has reached 1,178 that
consfituted 1.5 parcand, he said.

Al present 33,131 patients are under
treatment, of them 31,665 in home isalation,
78 &t lsoiation Centers and 1348 ai different
hospitals, Al prasent 641 patienls are in
critical condition while 99 have been shifled
on The added thal

added that 1,267 patients recovered overnaght
end returnad fo normal life. The number of

1,267 patients recovered overnight and
ratumed to normal life.

Karachi: A delegation of Haidry Market
Traders Asscciation has called on
Commissioner Karachi Iftikhar Ahmad
Shalwani at his office Commissioner House
Karachl, A press stamen |ssued from the
affice of Haidry Market Traders A iati

Haidry Market Traders Association
delegation called on Commissioner
Karachi Iftikhar Ahmed Shalwani

Javed Qaim Ali, Mubshar Ahmed and
Hassnain Jafary were also present.
During the meeting delegation
d d the p

adopted by traders of Haidry Market and
Implementation of S0Ps laid down by

had

here
The press staterment furlher mentioned that
the delegation lead by Syed Muh d

Provincial g of Sindh in order to
save livas from prevailing situation of
Corona virus in the market
On the € Karachi

Saeed president of Haidry Market Traders

Associallon, President of Haldry Jewelers
Agsoclation Faraz Ahmed, Ahmed Asim,

Iftikhar Hussain Shalwanl hed sppraciatad

Ihe preventative rele of traders in current
situation




